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THE Editor feels it incumtent upbii 
him to make this public acknowledge- 
ment for the favors received from his firft Sub- 
fcribers, it being chiefly owing to their afliftance 
that this work hath at length made its appear- 
ance. He is no lefs fenfibie, that it becomes 
him ' to account for the additional price of thd 
book> — this would not have taken place had 
the Editor found it prudent to adopt his arigi-^ 
nal intention of publifliing it for himfelf ; but 
the very heavy rife upon paper fince his Jirjl 
Propofals, and the great expence of printings 
Tendering it a matter of too much cohfe- 
quence for him to hazard; rather than hii 
friends fhould be difappointed, he has pre- 
fented the copy, and all his intereft in it, 
to his bookfeller ; the Editor cannot refrain ex- 
prefling his moft earneft wifh, that, at a time 
which requires fuch manifeft reformation in 
the moft important concerns of mankind, a 
work, in a manner fo peculiarly adapted to that 
purpofe, may meet with all due encouragement. 
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That his firft fubfcription was not fb extenfive 
as might have been expedted, he attributes en- 
tirely to the inconvenience of his very retired 
fituation, which prevented the exertions neccf- 
£iry to obtain a larger teftimony of particular 
patronage ; but that he had reafon for the moil 
fanguine hopes in the beginnings is evident from 
the return of names obtained by a fingle agr 
quaintance, whofe lift amounted to nearly a third 
of the whole number.— This circuinftance the 
Editor thinks it proper to record, as a bounden 
tribute to the me^iory of a moft worthy cha- 
raifter, and valuable friend *, whofe zeal in thc> 
faufe^ and anxiety for the Editor's fuccefs in it» 
deferve both praife, and grateful remembrance. 

. HiNxwORTH, Herts, 
January i, 1795. 



. ♦ The late reverend Robert Dingley, reftor of Beaumont, 
Eflex,— *-a man defervedly beloved and refpefted by all wjia 
had the honor and pleafure of his acquaintance. 
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INTRODUCTORY DISSERTATION 



O N t H E 



SUBJECT OF THE FOLLOWING WORK. 



THE publication of this work hath been 
fo long deferred beyond my own wifh, 
and that of fevcral earneft promoters of it, that 
it may perhaps be neceflary to introduce it with 
an apolbjgy for the delay. It would be too tedi- 
ous an intruiion to dwell upon all the circum- 
ftances which have united to occafion it. I will 
only mention one particular hinderance to its 
more early appearance, and then fubmit the 
original arguments I have thought proper to 
advance, in vindication of my undertaking. 

Kithie firft ftage of propofing my plan to the 
public, I' experienced a difappointment, owing 
to the mode I had adopted of collecting a gene- 
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r^^«fe of the miitty rf my deflgrt. Several 
impediments intervening which prevented the 
renewal of my endeavpurs in this refped:, I be-r 
came almoft diflieartened from proceeding.— r 
Encouraged, however, by the repeated inqui-^ 
ri§s of p^tty> who had bonoted riie with their 
patronage, concerning the forwardnefs of my 
engagement, and pleafing myfelf with the hope 
that fome benefit might be derived from the 
completion of it, I was eafily perfuaded to per- 
^ft in getting it ready for the prefs ; which ha$ 
been done with all the expedition that many 
other avocations, and fome very afflidtive inter- 
ruptions of ^a dbmeftit naWre, woutd admit. 

The leading object of my now publifhing 
thefe difcQurfes, h tp fupply a ufeful family. 600^ 
ibr the ihftrudXioh pf my own paridiioneite j 
^d' alfp, by an hiiml^le effort of profefliona^ 
^eal, to difperfe the pure fentiipents of fomq 
pf the firft reformers pf our church, upon the 
general principles of the chriftian feith and 
pradlice, as contained in the Hoqk of Homilies, 
'I'hat work having been fandiiqned by the autho- 
rity of church and ftate, is thereby recom- 
jtiended to the ftudy of every member of the 
eftablifhment : and in times, when partial ftric- 
tures, harfh remarks, and multiplied exceptions 
are openly made againft it, I hope I fliall 
be juftified in joining the opinion of many mem- 
JDers of our church, that it may be highly fer- 

viceablQ 



the SubjeSi of th follotmn^ W'orki. . iwe 

Viceable to gratify the Curiofity of the public 
with z general \itw oi a work, fo little known, 
and often fo unfairly quoted, and condemned *; 
But as fome, perhaps, may entertain a douht 
as to the expediency of this taffc at ie/i, to fuch 
I vvould fubpiit the confideration of thefoJlowr 
ing cafe ; which I truft will not be. thought iix- 
applicable to the poiat in queftion. Liit ils 
fuppofe then, that a code of laws was fc^nd^ 
which by the wifdoni of its compilation would 
help to fix the authenticity of ibme difputabk, 
but itaportant principles of the conftitution'; 
and which, owing to the obfcurity of the trea?^ 
tife, were likely to be done awayibr want. of 
• proper teftimony of their value. Could it be 
deemed injurious to fociety, to give them clearly 
to the world ? Would it be any breach of real 
. duty (becaufe the ancient legiflature had enjoined 
a facred deference to the very letter) to render 
the fubjiance of the work more intelligible to 

* A very refpeSable clergyman who has refided iix this 
neighborhood above haf fa century, wrote tome as follows, 
upon hearing of the talk in which I was engaged : 

"SIR, 

** 1 received the favor of your letter yefterday, and have 
'* fent you Dr. NoUrfe, whofe preface will Ihew the pr^- 
** priety of his work : and as there are many publications 
** lately of heretic zxidr Jchif matte Sy I think another edition of * 
*^ the Homilies, with a proper preface, may be very ^feful 
" ** in the prefent age. I am, Sir, your*s^ &c. 

^ " JOHN ROOKE/' 

Vql. I. ft thofc 
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thofe fo deeply interefted in its primitive fenie ? 
Or could the honeft labors of an individual in 
this endeavour, be juftly conflrued as any in- 
fringement of eftablidied power ? Surely not ; 
£nce that being univer^dly acknowledged and 
Jixed^ could no ways he afiedled by any private 
difquifition. As therefore tenets of religious 
faith are far more eftimable, than any the moft 
perfect code of human inflltutes ; as the infi- 
delity of the age is bufy to explode their general 
uie, and to confound things temporal and di- 
vine, fo far I conceive it behoves us to avail 
ourfelves of ancient practices and opinions, iii 
order to. confirm, or vindicate thofe principles 
which arc moft conducive to the furthering of 
our eternal welfare. When, (as one who hath 
gone before me in' the fame enterprize, and 
with good fuccefs *,) moft juftly argues, others 
have taken the liberty of paraphrafing and enlarge 

* This qnotatidn is taken (x0m Dr. Nourfe's preface ta 
fome of the Hcpntilies, publiflied upwards of (ixty years ago« 
The book (now difEcult to be procured) Was fent me by the 
clergyman mentioned in the former note, fome confiderable 
time after my own plan was executed. As far as 1 have jpe- 
rufcd that work, it feems to be an elegant and excellent per- 
formance 'y but this collefkion is much more extenfive, and 
differs greatly in its method. Fhave confined myfelf as much 
as polfible to the very letter aini manner of the origix^l^ and 
therefore no extraordinary elegance of ftyle could be in- 
dulged, without deftroying the uniform fin>plicity which cop- 
ftitutes one principal excellence of thefe ancient fermons. 
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the SuiJtS} of the following Jf^oH. Xix 

ing on oUr ar ticks and liturgy^ or ufing nny otbtr 
fuch tvays of methods as may make them bet^r 
undetjiood by the people^ and more ferviceabkH 
their edification in faith and hoUnefs^ I do not fee 
any reafoii why we may not take the fame ivitb 
the Homilies J for private ufe at^ leaft. But there 
is another objedion which the flrenuous advo- 
cates for fuperior diredion irt aU fuch matters 
may be ready to allege agahift exertions of this 
defcription; and that is a due refped; to the 
written canons of the church** i Upon this point 
I would again beg leave to hold with the author 
juft now quoted, and intimate^ that the prohi^ 
bition in the \K)ih canon extends no further than 
to fuch additional glojfes as . are ufed in public i 
However therefore it might be wiJJoed by many^ 
that the book of Homilies was revifed by due autho-» 
rity^ and proper alterations made, or fuch others ad'* 
dedi as bejl might fuit the circumjiance of the times ^ 
and fender the occafional ufe of them niore eli- 
gible to the clergy : yet far be it from me to 
infinuate that ^j/ feeble efforts are to be con« 
fidered in that lights nor would 1 have it fup-^ 
pofed, that I prefume to diSlate, or ajfert^ beyond 
the bounds of my profeffional, or particular 
charge* I am duly fenfible of the moderate 
ftandard of my own abilities ; and that my la- 
bors and attainments fall very Jbortf compara*- 
tivelyi wijh thofe of many among my learned 

a 2 and 
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and pious brethren,: and I agree with the famiC 
excellent writer:^ that.whatever bkmifl^es the ori^ 
"pndl work contains j even were :tbey more and 
greater y (than they really arc) yet as it is ratified 
and confirmed by the mrthority of the churchy they 
mufifiand as they are^ till the fame authority thinks 
fit to alter them. But this doth not annul the 
formed argument for the propriety of publifking 
their chief, and valuable contents, as matter of 
information and improvement of the. commu^ 
hity^ My principal aim, therefore, being to fur- 
nidi fuch a coUeilion from the above precious 
ftore, as may afford a defirabk religious fludy 
to many who are admirers of all primitive com- 
pofitiqns, from a^hearty zeal for every thing 
cohnefted with the reformation of the church 
to which they belong, I have only to crave the 
indulgence of the public for the purity of my 
intentions* 

By thus coitimunicating a general knowledge 
^f the excellence of a book fo long obfcured 
tind depreciated, to antidote is likewife fupplied, 
againft the arts and prejudices of heretics and 
fchifnatics], which will help to fetisfy all who 
have hitherto fueered ^iVtht fancied difregard dif- 
'covered by the -clergy to the Homilies ; that wc 
•are neither afhamed or afraid (even in an age of 
fuch latitude, and remiflhefs, as.tO:ferious coiti- 
cerns) to have recourfe to the. fountain of our 

theolo- 
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theolagical: tenets^ and to cii^ince their found-? 
ncfs, by referring to the arguments they fupply 
for orthodoxy ; and this aflibrticici the refp&(Stii.t 
ble names of my fubfcribcra ! will amply wndi* 
cate, I (halL clofe this part of my addrefs with 
venturing the following conjefilure, by way c^ 
defending the Homilies froni the very fever* 
cenfnres^that *have been levelled againft them> 
dS being replete with inconfiftent alTertioris ; a$ 
trimming on the moA important topics.; and 
ringing the chang£s (as a lateparhphkteer expreflcs 
it) on the dod:rines of the GofpeL I conceive 
it by no means improbable, that the fpirit and 
defign of fome of thefe ancient difcourfes mj^y 
have been occafionally mi/apprehended .^ — The 
charadter and complexion . of the particular 
times when they were written, feem little to 
.aiFe£t the judgment which fonoye pafe upon them* 
I would hunibjy fubmit, . therefore, whether the 
compilers might not pollibly be difpofed. to 
adopt the praftice of St. Piul, :ind froria a love^ 
of peace and cbriftiaa unaniitiitj?^, &ew willing- 
jiefs (in a qimUfied fenfe pf jthe expceflion, and 
^s far as truth\ znd &tiQ: pr^riay wpnld adaiil) 
to be made aU things to 4II men^ thj$t by all mtarts 
they might garnjotne^ F&r inftanee^ }$ $hey /ceai 
to favor pertain jprej iidipes>. might it nptbeiiritk 
A view to reconcile the over zealous of onis party 
ta mofe moderate condu^ ? And io' the 

'*3 ijianagc*^ 
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management of what is advanced upon faiti and 
nfforks^ they appear with equal judgment to 
keep in fight the unfettled notions of the wwly 
Ttformtd paptyi j difcovering the moft exemplary 
caution againft cxafperating ettier fide: and 
hence it may fometimes happen, that while 
they guard againft the errors of fomc tenets fo 
recently exploded on one hand, they naturally 
maybe thought, by the oppoiite intereft, to 
lean to tieir opinion, But though I would have 
this to be underftood as matter of private fur-r 
mife, yet it ieems to be fupported by a very 
celebrated writer *, who expreflcs himfelf as 
follows on this particular head : 

*' 7he chief end of the book of Homilies^'* fays 
feifliop Burnet, ^* was to moderate the extremes 
^' that prevailed in thofe days f ram the conduS of 
** two defcriptions of men, The firji of tbem^ 
^* who ignorantly and fuperfiitioiifly intrujied the 
** falvation of their fouls to the fecret tricks of 
-*• prief crafty which lurked in the temdins of po-^ 
*' fijh leaven^ (but from which there is now no 
•' danger), and the other extreme was that of 
^* fome corrupted Gojipellers ; who thought y if they 
•* magnified Chrifi much^ and depended wholly upon 
^'^ his merits and inter ceffion^ they could not perijh 
^^ which wayfoever they led their lives ^ In tbefe 
- ■• . . 

f Bjihop Bvirnet, in his hiftory of the reformation of \h^ 

church of Englancj. 

I. * 

^^ Hollies 
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<^ Homilies therefore fpecial care /> taken to reSlify 
** thefe errors. T!he falvatton of mankind is on 
** one hand wholly afcribed to the death anp 
** SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST, to whish Jinntrf 
are taught to fiy^ and to truft to it as the only 
CAUSE, and to no other for pardon of Jin t . 
hut at the fame time they teach ^ that tbere^ is n9 
falvatton through Chriji, but. ta fuck as repent^ 

** AND LIVE ACCORDING TO THR RULES OP 
** THE GOSPEL.'* 

Upon the whole, however people maydiflfcr 
as to their opinions ^ I am only accountable for a 
faithful adherence to what my beft judgment 
reprefented to me, as the true fenfe of the dif- 
courfes I have tranfpofed and endeavoured ta 
illuftrate ; my wifli having been purely to refcue 
them from the rujl of time^ and by rendering 
the language more free and intelligible, to con** 
tribute an honeft mite towards the honor of the 
church, and the improvement of my fellow 
chriftians who belong to it. Thijis much may 
fujffice as to my motive for this undertaking ; I 
humbly reft the validity of my further obferyations 
on the fubjedl, to the candid decifion of my 
readers. 

In regard to the public uie of the entire Homi-^ 
AVj in their prefent obfolete form, 1 am awiare 
that many obje<^ions may be advanced againft 
the pra^ice ; but thaj the principal matter of 

a 4 * thefe 
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thefe difcoUrfee might be occafionally employed 
to very great iftijprovemcnt of the people, and 
mdft excellent purpofe, I am thoroughly per- 
fuaded, and' I will venture to maintain the af- 
fertion on this following fubftantial authorities : 
Ancient cUjiofny undthe confent of the church uni-' 
ting nj^i^h the ftiftBion of ejiablijhed law^ (faith the 
veherable H^ol^r) are them/elves moji fufficient 
riUJbns fddefmd^ fraSUce^ unlefs fome extraor- 
dinary public inconvenience advifes us againji it. 
On this ground then, wh6re no poflible incon- 
venience can arife, (but? on- the contrary much 
pCiblic advantage) I judge that it may be very 
eligible to refet (bmetimes to the model which 
o6r pious anceftors have left us, as a ftandard qf 
found doftrjtie ; and to exhort, and urge the 
pfeople, in the language of the church herfelf 5 
and it is my fiSxther 6pinion, that when expedi- 
ency for fuch experiment arifes, or where ^ a 
profpedl of ^ny benefit prcicnts itfelf, in- the 
adoption of tfce meafiife, it would be highly 
blameable t6 oniit making trial of its fuccefs. 
For, fays ah ancient father *, // is the diStAte of 
niojl reli^us "tvifdom, that great is their number 
iri the church of Qod, whom the very fanSlion of 
mens na-mes, doth preferve in the opinion they 
profefs alttady\ of- elfe is injlrumental to draw them • 
unto tba^ 'U>bi(;b they h^ve vot hitherto held. And 



' * 



1> Hilar, ppift. ad Au|uft. 



I am rather inclined t6 hope i %is\ not wrong m 
xxff judgment oh this head, becaul!e that judici* 
ous :and learned divine * I have lately quoted^ 
(whofe authority no true churchmen will veii- 
ture to difpute) thus delivers himfelf upon a 
fimilar fubjeft. For in fuch a choice wi judge 
the FiTN^sis of jpeech may befometimes as muck 
rejpe^ed as worthinefs itfelf *, and if in nifhat "WB 
read, there happens to be aiiy accidental ciiufi^ 
fentencey or expreffion ivhichmay sound exception'^ 
ahky Jhall the mixture of a littk droji obUge the 
church to deprive herjelf of fo much qood, rad^ 
than employ due arf and judgment to divide them? 
Naw as the Homilies afford the mofl ^rriptuial 
definitions of our church dodfrines, as ih them 
the principles of our holy religion* are recorded 
in the pkin^eft terms, and precept with pra<Skic<f 
fo jadicioufly united and reconunended, as am« 
ply to filencc the voice of coktumacy, and fup-* 
prefs every fpecies of material objection : I am 
content to abide by the general fentiments of 
thoie eminent advocates, in defence of difcrete 
fejedtions from fuch ancient and valuable ftores^ 
and fliould feel juftified in applying them when^* 
ever the exigerftes of the community feemed to 
require it 'f. Upon the ftreiigth of this reafon^ 

H 

* Hooker's Polity, book v. p^ 213, fol. 
t I am confident that in many places, (where, from a va- 
riety of Qr^umftances) it is become necef&r)^ to recur to //^ 
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xBg It occurred to me^ that I cnight poflibly be 
iaftrumental to much general benefit^ by rc- 
publifliing ihc fubftance of many of thefe ex- 
cellent fermons, iix fuch a manner as would re- 
noYC the difficulties they labored under from 
their antiquated drefs, and tmbarrafied phrafe- 
ology; and finding myfelf very izx ixom Jingle 
in.my opinion, the hope of being fervicekblc to 
th^e fpiritual interefts of the community, fiir- 
liifhed ftrong encouragement to pcrfevere* 

Thus determined, the firft ftep was to pro- 
cure a ^^«//?^ edition pf the book of Homilies. 
This was no eafy matter ; true copies of it be- 
ing now rarely to be found, but in the libraries 
of the learned, or chained in ^ mutilated^ and 
ttfclefe ftate, in fome of our country, churches* 
As foon however as I fucceeded in my fearch, 
I put my defign in practice, and whatever may 
l>e the fate of the publication, I could wifh to 
ftroigthen and cloft my apology with the follow- 
ing CDnfiderations, which prefented themfelves 
vith much force to my mind, when I firft deli- 
berated whether to proceed or not. 

frindplesy and to inculcate and inforce them with indefatiga** 
ble affiduity \ the cuftom of preaching the fubftance of th^ 
Homilies would prevent much further diiTention among the 
ferioufly difpofed portion of the common people, though it did 
not always immediately reform the evil that njay have taken 
place. 

I c^uld 
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I could not avoid lamenting, that fo pure an 
cftabliflbtment as that of the church of Eng- 
land, dignified and protected by fuch a feries of 
proyidcfitijil events, and fcaled by the blood and 
pious labors of our venerable anceftors, Ihould 
be daily fubje<3:,to the lafli of every petulant and 
ignorant Icribbler; and particularly that any 
Jemhlance of truth fliould be fuffered to accom- 
pany the injurious charge, that her fons def- 
pifed fuch a treafure of evangelical inftrudion as 
might bid defiance to the moft contumelious ad- 
yerfary. I could not withhold a becoming re- 
probation of the invidious and unjuft refledbions 
which were occafionally levelled at this bulwark 
of pious principles, no lefs than at iSd^ Jincerity 
of many I knew would be ready to undertakfe 
its defence. To appear intimidated by any 
random fhafts, while in pofTedion of fuch an in- 
vulnerable Ihield, would evince the moft de-. 
grading pufillanimity. From the above mo- 
tive^, and on this ground, I have at laft 
ventured forth upon a field of arduous, and 
hazardous enterprize. I am fenfible it. may 
^xpofe me to the attacks of a giant foe^ but 
a$ in all religious warfare, we muft look up to 
ONE mightier than ourf elves, or it is in vain to 
hope for vidtory j fo trufting to the goodnefs of 
the caufe, I rely on that name for every need- 
ful aid, which the enemies of our holy &ith 
b^ve fo frequently dejied^ Under bis banner we 

have 
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Rtvc nd neafofi' to fear the i^feolc hoft of here^ 
tics zvA fchifinatks \ and' t6 -purfue this feriptu-' 

kffm^d ^^/^,'-I may fafety'- recommend^ its ufe-W 
<!' v^horefokitely- arid jijdkioufly'' -maker the 
irfely both as a guard againft tlie mifchief cff 
Keterodox and wavering priiiciplfes, and as st 
defchce of tliat genuine chriftiin ftandard, round . 
whith' all true friends of our eftabliife«d profef*: 
ftoh' fhould rejoice to mufter. 
■ It is now proper that I fliould take fome now 
tfcfe of the method I have em-ployed in the fol-«. 
lowing work. The original' being^ printed in 
iiM. c^AbUtck letter J and in a ftylc df knguage 
iiot every wji^re intelligible, I was tinder the 
ifeccflity of tranfpofing many patts ^f it into a 
freer, and more modern diftioh. Inftead of the 
obfolete words with which- the work abotrnds^ 
•J have fubftituted fiich as are now in common 
acceptation. Where the ferife of a fentencti 
liath been attended with, any obfctirky, I - have 
been often obliged to paraphrafe and explain it, 
in order to remove all douhtSy and convey the 
^firable inftrutftion it contains. Upon fome par- 
fScukr paflages I have judgedit proper to enlarge^ 
ahd ^' ilkftrate them by fiiitable texts. My dei 
figfik in this, hath been togtiard againft any mifiti- 
tfet^elation of heterodox fbfm'ife, to give the 
difcourfe an- adr of modern compofition, iiid to 

ada]f)t 
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adaptitb^tter.to thet^fte of the prefent.day, la 
fome«parisUkewifc, where it appeared to.me.th^ 
thejefs'learncd reader would be gratified .by /«r* 
th^r information, bp,any more curious part than 
ordinary, 1 have offered an occafional note ^t th^ 
bottom of the page for his fati3£!u^io{i ; an4 
laf^y> I have pkced a fcciptural .text at ,thc 
head of every diftijift difcpurfe, as indicating 
the general theijic or fubjeft upon which it 
treats, carefully revifing all the texts that ,airc 
inferted;in the body of the ofiginal work,*^nd 
giving them according Xoxht.lqft and author jfed 
tranfl^^ipn of the facred volume. As to the 
principal matt^r^ that being founded pn the 
prinpiple^ pf the gofpel, and unexc^pftonablc 
in itS' compilation, it remains as ejfentialSox the 
jcdification of modern tiipes, as it was lor our 
coui|t?ym^n twp. Centuries ;paft; -and till we have 
the; h^ppinefs to prove ourfelves ' mpre frugaU 
ferious^ virtuous^ and holy^ than our forefathers 
of that period, what was then judged. needful 
for their reforoKition, mu ft indifputably . be no 
-lefs ^v^ic^able to repair ,the general deficiency 
injrcligious knowledge, and to correct our mapi^ 
fold failings and tranfgrefiions. 

4\rQm what has bcj?n faid, and from, the ex- 
t$fit<^^me of theiJe : ancient fermons, it will 
leiijfly be leen, why I have fornix tinje^, formed 
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two difcourfes, of reafonable length, out df ane 
homfly; and alio, that when the fubjedt has 
been divided into three parts, I have in that cafe 
been enabled occafionally to make^^wr difcourfes 
out of it. That moft excellent homily of re^ 
fentance (which, in its principal matter, exceeds 
all praife) affords an infiance of this, and I truft, 
without incurring the charge of any improper 
repetition. Sometimes, where brevity of difcuf** 
fion would admit, or that a ufelefs tautology 
hath prevailed^ I have blended two homilies 
into one difcourfe ; my view in this proceeding 
has been to bring them all as nearly as pofTible 
to an equal length, for the convenience of pri- 
vate ftudy, and family reading: at the fame 
time, the original titles and divifions are ftili 
carefully attended to, and the latter always 
marked by a confpicuous feparation, fo that the 
primitive conclufion of the original may be im- 
mediately difcovered. Again, where the ex- 
treme uncouthnefs of a period inclined me to 
give it an entire turn^ or to dwell upon its mean- 
ing, a very little pains in comparing fuch emen- 
dations with the original, will, I hope, difcover 
their warrantable purport. The pofitive necef- 
fity of afluming thefe feveral liberties^ in order 
to render the work at all acceptable to the re- 
fined, on the one hand, or ufeful to the unedu- 
cated 
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catcd reader on the other, will I hope e3tculpa*c 
me from any undue prefumption in this pro- 
cedure; and as doubtlefs, notwithflanding alt 
the pains that have been taken, feveral defeds 
may be difcovered, thefe in candour muil Idt 
attributed to the fallibility of every human ef- 
fort. Many, I am fenlible, would have execut- 
ed the tafk much better ^ but the prefeiit feeble 
. exertions do by no means reftrain the talents of 
my brethren, and I fhall be highly gratified 
fhould I prove any ways aflifting in rendering 
fo celebrated a treatife . flill more generalljr 
known, ahd juftly efteemed, through the future 
elucidation of an abler hand. This truth, I 
am certain, experience will confirm, that in 
general, and in remote country pariihes efpeci- 
ally, a thorough acquaintance with the genuine 
and faving dcx^rines of our church, as contained 
in thefe difcourfes, would be found highly bene- 
ficial in counteracting the prevailing influence 
of innovation, in fatisfying and fettling the opi- 
nions of numbers among the lower order of the 
people, vf\\p have a religious^ turn of mind, and 
in laying a good foundation of fuch fubflantial 
knowledge, as is neceflary to promote the wel- 
fare of both church and ftate. 

It may be neceflary now to inform the Icfs 
learned reader (for whofe ufe principally this 
work was at firft proje^fled) th^t this coUedlioa 

of 
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t^at^cient fcrmons has the advantage of having 
paiTed the judgment of thofe learned and pious 
men who (under God) were inftrumental in 
eftabliihing the reformation of our churchy from 
many dangerous errors and fuperftition. It was 
wifelydefigned by them as a fhort body of doc-- 
trinal and pradical divinity, and ordered to be 
•delivered in feparate difcourfes, which treat of 
fobjeftsmoft needful to be known, and pradlif- 
tA by all ranks and defcriptions of chriftian 
people. They had likewife in view, by thefe 
<ibund models of public inftrudtion, to regulate 
the inconveniences that were likely to proceed 
from the teachers of thofe days delivering any 
dodlrine which might prove hurtful to the 
peace and order of the church, the produce per- 
phaps of their own unfettled notions, and the 
tendency of which the ignorance of the com- 
mon people might not immediately difcover, 
efpecially at a period when the eftablifhment of 
the church being yet in its infancy, was more ' 
liable to be difturbed by a variety of opinions ^ not 
cafy to be digefted by many who heard them, 
but only calculated to perplex their minds and 
difunite them. The original and grand defign 
of compiling thefe Homilies hath already been 
iet forth in the words of bifliop Burnet, where- 
in he jQiews, that by leaning to any other than 
-the pure fcriptural fyftenx they -uphold, we (hall 
8 be 
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be fouiid endeavouring to reconcile Chriji with 
Beiial^ from which inconfiftent, and dangerous 
meafure, every rational chriftian muft be riatu- 
. rally averfe.' The latter of the realbns alluded 
to by this author feems fatally to fpread in our 
days, when HERESV and schism are ftriving 
different ways, to (hake and root up all fterling 
principles, and to wean the people from order* 
ly habits ; for the one would lower the work 
of the CHIEF MASTER BUILDER, by difputing 
his DiVlNiTy> (a herefy that tends to render 
the members of Chrift's myftical body of all 
men moji miferable^ fince without the value of 
infinite mediation^ who will be able to ftand the 
fcrutiny of infinite perfeSlion^) and the other 
would induftrioufly promote diffention from the 
regular, and falutary fervice of the church, 
through various falfe and frivolous pretences* 
Now by havfng recourfc to the contents of 
thefe plain volumes, people will find a remedy 
againft both thefe fatal fnares ; they will there- 
by quickly perceive that they fupply fufficient 
nourifliment for. our fpiritual life, and will alio 
be enabled to determine (againft the charges of 
* the contentious) that their attacks upon the 
principles of our church government are not 
founded in juftice. I truft I have abundantly 
evinced the neccflity and value of due obedipnce 
to 2\\fuperior rtde^ no lefe in this, than in all my 
' VOL.L b other 
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other publications ; and the defire of rendering 
this duty profitable^ hath partly influenced the 
prefent undcrtakirig. In ibort, I would moft 
gladly deftroy all plea for the growth oSfchifm^ 
and perfu^de thofe who have been led ailray by 
artful, but unfubftantial reafons, to return to the 
devout form of worfhip in which they were 
baptized and educated. * 
.. Concerning the title of the book itfelf, and the 
edition I have ufed, it may be proper further to 
obferve, that the word Homily (which niuft be 
ifbreign both in found and meaning to the un* 
learned) is taken from the Greek language, and 
figniiies a public difceurfe or converfation made to 
a congregation of people. And refped:ing the 
edition of the book from which I have prepared^ 
thefe fermons, .it is as old as the year 1595^ 
about eight years before the death of queea 
Elizabeth. 

The firft book of the Homilies (containing 

* The Editor vrould not be thought to re6ccl tipon, or 
except to any partkulair religious focieties, merely, becaufe 
they differ from our church eftablil^ment ; he only pleads 
for peace arfd order y cvnfifimcy and Jineerttyy on the general 
l^ihciples of Chrifti^itji; ; and wiflies that they ihould not 
mpleft each other in the. duties of their peculiar profefEoa, 
iior weaken the general caufe, by perverfe oppofition \ a ^a^d 
ihrijiian being the only pure iejl of the value of any religious 
"perfuafjon. - 

twelve 



twelve in ftumtjar in the original) was puHlfl^-r 
e4 « th? r^ign of Ed^afd tbg VJ. ftyle^ of 
pious and. Jiappy memory, on account of \iv$ 
being fo zealoufly difpofed, and inllrumental in 

, forwarding the reformation of our church. The 
fecond book, or part of this colledion, was pub- 
lifhed in the reign of queen Elizabeth, when 
the whole was revifed, and reprinted by royal 
authority, and in whofe nama the following ori- 
ginal preface is fet forth. 

The expediency of enforcing the inflruftive, 
and flrengthening the defcnfive parts of this ad- 
drefs, has unavoidably fubjefted me to feme 
prolixity; but it being equally neceflafy to 
inform and defend^ I judged that copioufnefs and. 
perfpicuity, v/ere better fulted to this introduc- 
tion, than a more concife and critical manner ; 
nor can I recoUedt having omitted any eflential 
article for the reader's benefit, excepting one, 
which with propriety belongs to this very placcy 
and that is, to invoke the bleffing of the Al- 
mighty upon^our earneft and humble endea- 
vour to become better chri'ftians; on our ferious 
and conftant attention to the means provided as 
for that purpofe ; and that, all our labors may 
be (ju^fied by the pure defire of advancing the 

\gloryofGod. Without thefe- principles, no re- 
ligio^is ftudy whatfoever will do us ;^ny good, 
'and that all into whofe hands thefe volumes 

b 2 fhall 
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(hall come^ may experience this needful grace^ 
is the Editor's devout^ and most unpeigm* 

ED PRAYER. 
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^'At - FROMOTER of my work, having com- 
JLjL' muntcated to me lately* fbme printed 

OiBSERVATIONS UPOTN^ THE HoMILIES OF 

Thi: Church of England*, I cannot rcfift 
the jprefeht opportunity of offfering the follow^* 
ing curfory remarks upon the apparent objedt of 
. that publication, which I humbly truft will be 
no lefs diftinguilhable for their truth and candor» 
than the propriety of their infertion. The ho-» 
milies have frequently fuifcred for want of 
timely vindication : and to have negledted tak- 
ing notice of a treatife which fo materially con- 
cerns the plan of the following work, the Editor 
conceives would have rendered him highly cul- 
pable, in the opinion of all who are interefted in 
the fuccefs of his undertaking. 

* A pamptilet printed for Johnfoa in St. Paul's Church 
Yard. 1790. : . i .• . 

b 3 Objedtions 
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.. Obje^Uaof . W- ftiiy - work, coov^ycd ia.^rif- 
tures only, muft be allowed a partial, and in- 
competent mode of paffing judgment ; in com- 
mon juftice therefore, to the intrinfic value of 
a book ^^Jiieh has engaged fo niuch of my at- 
tention, 1 muft crave the indulgence of my 
readers for this further teftimony of zeal in its 
defence. 

And Jirjt, m^^fltral feply to the contemp- 
tuous fneers againft the many fuppofed excep- 
tions to the homilies^ fo far from admitting 
tkefe, venerable remains ef^our.r/rfQfnjfrsj^to 
ftaerit the^rfcQurge or partial cenfi^rq,. op acgsm^ 
of any ejjfntiql bl^miflies Jn their jpious ,lahoi;€^ 
I will take 9pon me.tp.affert, that, .with, AJl 

4we deference ;to thc.ackijowledgec^ Jfnprpyjf7 
inent of our lapgxiage, an(i allowing alfo for mo- 
4«rh refinemerit in, tji^. ftyle of writing, they. 
fiwtnjiili^ and evjcr ^7/ retain, the clear ftiarks 
of mafterly compofition in many of the im- 
'j>ortant fiibjefits on which they l^tdXt They 
abound in learned ^rpu^nd-work* gravity, of 
thought, and rooft, cauiiderate provifion for the 
particular objects of their inftrudion. Nay \ 
3*ill Venture Xxf maintain, . that rcftrifted as the 
ppw€[rs of the authors neceflarily muft have been, 
to adopt their meaning to the apprehenlion of 
the bumble, and uncultivated capacity, juft 
emerging froni the darknef$ . of e^c.trcme igno- 
rance, and the trammels^ of fuperftition j yet 

- ^* they 
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they pcc^loDaUy iibar upon the WingS of gcnuirte 
cloijucrtce, a^id fpeak moft forpijily to the af- 
ft^ipns, no lefe than to th^e '.underftanding. 
Their difcourfej were formc^ for. the fimple, uw^ 
tutored,, kflre/iried, or lefs cprrupted hearers* 
of that early day *, and doubtleft carried con-^ 
vi(ftion and comfort on the points they recom- 
mended. And it would be equally juft and 
rirafctiable, tp d'erc^g^te from the merit of* the 
hgrniliy^S:, betca^fe they fpefcfe not in the cqrretl, 
a^ poli(b?d periods of : Atterbury, Shlrp, or 
^herlpcki as to qu^eftipn the integrity; pfaq ii)- 
gctnioas, aQd^ufeful artift, beoaj^fe-hQ does not/ 
Mi^ork in a laced ihirt> or embroidered • cloath»,- 

^^ It \iz very grofs iriiftalcc, to fappoTe that in ntore ^early * 
ages, the antral maoners of the ptofple w^re equally cotrupti 
a^ ^ preibnt. The progrefs of. wlck^daefs in the aa^ide)u- 
vian world, and the Whole tenor of God's word contiadids 
the fuppofitiou. God declares that hU jpirit Jhall noj always 

firive With man ; and that there is a time when the meafure of 
iniquity is filled up* And our bleffed Lord doiibts, when h^' 
comes; yhethcr he Jball find faith en earthy for which reafon^ 
and for the fake of the jele<S, the daysihall be fhortcned.. It 
iwift be obvious to common fenfei that the more light is 
jOfFered to any people, andj the more they abufeii^ the more' 
%icked they muft be .: befides, \jhi^n the whiJe h^ad hjick^ and 

.ihe heart h faint y how is it wonderful that the members par*. 
take of the. difeafe ? Thus refinement in vice, and the evil 
•uample of fuperlors^ contribute to corrupt the whole majs. 
Oft all thefe aocoimts, and many more that might be ad- 
duced, we are certainly become jnore. univerfalfy depraved 
and difiblute in principle^ than ia former times, and in the 
xiatureof things, fo neceflarily muft it be, till fome check is 
jmt 4o the diforder by a general, and eflential reformation, 

\> 4 There 
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There is indifputably as much folid judgment' 
required to prepare proper materials for the in- 
cumbent tafk of endeavouring to reform, and 
regulate illiterate perfons, as to gratify and 
tranlport the more cultivated underftandings ' 
of their fuperiors. 

Scribendi reSlefapere eft principium tt fans* 

The pamphlet in queftion is written in a 
concife, accurate, and fpecious manner, and is 
defigned to befpeak the favor of the reader, by 
a recommendation that vsrill ever have weight,' 
viz. an appearance of eradicating erit>r, and fup-:i, 
porting truth. I will endeavour to convey a 
notion of the fpirit of the vrork, by a fketch of 
the preface y and leave it to the fubftance of the 
homilies themfelves^ to anfwer tbis^ and every' 
other attack the public may think proper to. 
compare with them. The principal parts in 
which I think it neceflary to remark, I (hall 
diftinguifti by the Italic charafter] arid the 
ftill more pointed aflertions by capital let- 
ters. To begin with the quotations.-r-This 
following is the jirji^ which the writer has 
felccted to grace his title page, — like all 
mottos, it wears a plaufible invitation : EiVery 
one moho jubfcribes the articles ought to read the 
two books of homilies^ otherwife he fubfcribes a 
blanks be approves a book implicitly^ and binds 

bimfelf 
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bmfelfto read it as may he required^ without 

KNOWING ANY THING CONCERNING ITj* 

-As the words here ftand unconncfted with 
other -matter, many, from the lafi member of- 
this quotation, might pofUbly fuppofe that thefe . 
two books contained fomething a man fhould be: 
upon his guard agcmft fubfcribing. Perhaps 
the author of the pamphlet wiihed as much to. 
be 'undefjiood \ and indeed without the dejire: 
of fuch an implication^ this extrad from the 
prelate is no ways ferviceable to the general ob^^ 
jeSl of the pamphlet: For it: is. abundantly evi--\ 
dent, that the plain termor of.tjic bifliop's words^ 
infers no more than an exhortation UxJiriSimorid, 
compliance- in point of engagement in every fub-? 
fcriber of the articles, arid nqt the leaftinfinua*. 
tion, that the book "of homilies :fets fof th any 
thing exceptionable as principal grounds of faith* ' 
andpraftice, or the Icaft inconfiftent withi the 
articles of t;he Church. And indeed from tKc: 
bifliop's own charadter of the homilies, already, 
tranfcribed. in the foregoing ihtrodudlion, wc 
may fafely conclude, that he thought they.^on^ 
tained both godly and wbolefome doBrines^ and that 
they were necejjary for the tim,es. •f' . . 

The fecond quotation derives its feeming con-, 
fcquence in being taken from a modern publi-. 
cation, entitled, Confiderations on the expediency 



* Bifliop Burnet, 
f See page viii of the preface tp the pamphlet. 
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(ffremfing the Liturgy and Articles of the Church 
ofEtfgland. OBavo. 1790. Now as the chief 
part of that rcfpcdable body, for whofc fcrvice 
this liturgy, and thofe articles were conftituted, 
feems to be perfeSllyfatisfiedz% to their /ro/r/V/jK, 
as likevrife of the iTiexpedkney and danger of 
cban^ng them, we may fairly furmifc, that this 
work is fabricated by fome difcontented mem* 
ber of the eftablifhed church, if .not by fbme 
Jhi jfo it*^ Thiis much \& cxtraftcd from it by 
the author of the pamphlet : Does it follow that 
banmn karning'bai no concern, with fcripture doc^ 
trmes ? Wmdd to God the kamed men bad ever 
thought foy. and mould think fo nono, then /bould 
we havkimn frted from learned creeds^ learned 
cenfe^ons '^of faiih, and learned ar ticks if reli^ 
gion^ From thcfe words, J think we may eafi* 
ly iColleft the principles and caft of the per- 
formancie from which they are extracted. By 
thcf&rm of their tafcrtion, SLtidconcltijSve fcnfc, 
tb^y- appear to be a broken period of the reafon- 
ii5g of an advocate for the iteration ofeJlahUjhed 
firms. This author, with many others of the 
fame ftarap, feems inclined to a<3: like fome of 
our modern heirs of fafbion, who without con- 
fideration, do often hazard pulling a good old 
manfion about their ears, becaufe ?liey think it 
wants fome whimfical invention of th« prefent 
date^ and which, being . the growth of fancy 

more 
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inote thdn i^xy(\i\vt benefit^ is likely to be neither 
valuable, n6r perniauent. 

1ft the fenfe that I view the drift of tins quo- 
tation, I am led to contenid, that in the commoa 
e^YK^fe of things, it is wholly .un^^ooidablCf bat 
fk4t buffkin learning muji hzvc fome concerm.with 
f^lptural d&3rtnes.. When our bleflfcd Lord. 
Itelivered his divine precepts, they were perfbift*- 
ly fihderftood by thofe among, the populace who 
hoer e ^^0 fed to bear them y being fpoke/i in th» 
l^gdage of their country. But that fucfa an 
aftbniihJng lilirade fhould be performed to rcn-< 
flu? their promulgation ffo^le^ is ahne zx\ unan- 
JR^firablfe pfcjof of* the fojitwe ne^effity of. human 
PfarHing betag^ie»pj[6ydd, ias foon as ever the ef-. 
fd^^of theie miracles ^r^^</, in oixicr that that 
gbfpcl Ihbxiy be extehded to eveiy nation^ 
Where God fliduld pleafe to. appoint it to be 
{iteached. AYid bad Earned men tvcc fotiowed 
(vH^ adtice^s this author recommends, or waaU 
^n1^ fly right to do fo nom^ then, though wc 
might not have bad what he calls learned creeds^ 
'karhed confejfions of faiths and learned articles of 
religion y we fhould never have heard of the gof- 
"pelj nor have had zw^ faith or religion at all, un-- 
lefs new miracles had been exhibited to extend 
{hat knowledge* It is ajmoil wafl^ of time to 
^xpofe fiich {hallow reafoning. Learning then, 
is no difctedit to the gofpel, but the ordinsu*/ 

inftrument^ 
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inftrument, under God's providence, to extend 
its blejjid effects. ' It was defigned for the im« 
|)rovement of all defcriptions of mankind^ rich 
and poor> learned and ignorant. How could 
any tranilation of the facred volume have ever 
appeared in our motiier tongue, without the 
gift of learning ? What difpcUed the deplorable 
darknefs of error and fuperftition, that prevailed 
in formenagcs, but the general incr^afe of ^/r?w* 
bdge ? And they who have unhappily imbibed 
a wrong turn of mind from wanty or-^aiu^ q{ 
education, and through the force of fatal preju- 
dice; may certainly reap prodigious. benefi^t fro^ 
the learned labors of men of fujperioc ialentft, aa4 
advantages in point of ftudy, than themfelvecfj who 
have written in defenipe of thriftianity, and en.^ 
gage perfuafion, by dint of deep ztk^lear^nedfea^ 
Jhningi — What would become of trwny fucb* 
without the remedy of this feeondary, meai}s at 
hand to open their minds, reform their man kces, 
and to ftem the torrentof th^ n^inoXis infidelity, 
which in every age hath been reftridted in its dcT 
ftrudire ^rogrefs, by the happy triumph difquni 
and pious karning^ It is certainly an invaluabl^p 
bleffing appointed by heaven, as inftrumental to^ 
che convidlion arid convcrfiori of this clafj of meft 
fariicularly. As to the lower rartks of people^ 
how many arc there ftUl (notwithftanfiing aU 
the improvements of the prefent age, and the 
janiverfal advancement of literature) who can-r 

not 
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not read; whofe faculties arc quite uncultivated? 
and from the very nature of their occupation 
muft remain fo, without the inceflant tutoring 
of thofe provided to inftrud: them ? What 
competent information could thefe receive con- 
cerning many abftrufe, but important parts of 
fcripture, without the communications of the 
learned and the Jiudious ? Whofe acquaintance! 
with antiquities^ and fkill in languages^ effen-.- 
tially contribute to the expounding and facilita^ 
ting the underftanding of the facred oracles. 
In ihort, without the accjuired knowledge of 
OcLtfcholary thus, conveying Inftrudion through 
the different channels of human learning, men 
muft have continued in a favagc ftate of hope- 
lefs heathenifm. 

As to Creeds, they arc abfolutely neeejary 
in religion, and efpecially to the lower order oi 
fociety. They afford in one (hort, and ready 
view, all the moft effential articles of the 
chriftian faith, and thereby help to have them 
better remembered by the comnion people. 
Candid and judicious inquirers know, that we 
ufc them as an apojiolical fummary^ not as an 
invention of dejigning learned men/ 

Such creeds as we employ, will not hurt the 
unlettered part of the community. If they did 
contain any thing fo profoundly learned, that 
their tenets could not be imn^ediately and fuffi-^ 

cieotly 
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cicntly warranted by the bare ward of fcrip- 
ture, they might ftill prove ferviceable to thofe of 
more exalted ftatiom^ who have leifure and abi- 
lities to invcftigate fuch matters. The expo-, 
iitions, that have been occafionally made of 
tbem, are calculated to do much good to thofe 
whofe curious minds require ^ reafon, uphelci 
by human wi/dom (no Icfs than the exprefs letter 
ef revelation) for every thing propounded tq 
them. And a very incumbent and commenda-* 
blc exertion it ia, in all whoip providence hath 
qualified for the taik, to labor for the convic^ 
tion of fuch of their brethren (whether high 
or low) who need affiftance proportionate to 
their fituation^and abilities. Thus through the 
indifputable advantages to be derived to aiU by 
means of learned attainments, God leaves Itis 
creatures without excufe, as far as fome negle^ 
to ufe their taknta for the public good, or ^ 
others refufe to profit by fuch defireable helps. 

Confessions of faith and articles 
OP iiELiGioif have like wife ever been judged by 
wife and holy men, to be conducive, at certain 
periods of ecclefiaftical revolution, to general 
good, and the eftabli&ment of order and uni^ 
formity of worfhip# They have been always 
confidered by the majority of mankind, as a hapr- 
py m^uis of preventing the growth oi heterodoxy ^ 
e&nfu/ion^ and divifion among the pjembers of 

all 
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all churches ; fhey have been fandtioned by the 
countenance of deliberate and religious councils, 
and aftuated by the moft pious defigns ; . and 
therefore will always bid defiance to the filly 
cavils of reftlefs fclf-conceited individuals. 

Foreign Cwfefftons do not require my invefti- 
gation ; that they have originated in the above 
found and chriftian principles I cannot doubt. 
We may vary in certain points of fpeculativp 
defcription from fome of our proteftant neigh- 
bors (for the opinions of men are ais multiform 
as their features) but in the effential tenets of 
fahation we are ever ready to give the r/^i6/ 
band of felloijojhip. But, as the mind of man 
is fo luxuriant in its fancy and fo prone to 
variety of fentiment, what would be the con- 
fequence if there were no fixed ftandard in 
different ftates and conftitutions ? Why uni- 
verfal ignorance, deifm, or infidelity muft fuc- 
cced. As to the articles of our own church, 
it behoves me to fppport their ufe, and defend 
them from the charge of doing any harm. 
That they ftill exijly (not with (landing all the 
attacks that have been made upon them) fpeak 
more for the purity and benefit ^oi their purpofe, 
than volumes could urge againft them, and va- 
cates the necefllty of any farther obfervation on 
the fubjed. 

Ever 
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Ever fince the Bleflcd Jefus afcended up into 
glory, and by the miraculous influence of hii 
Holy Spirit hath laid a durable foundation fo# 
his church, (againft which the gates of hell^ 
(hall never prevail) and on which his followers 
were to raife the fuperftrufture, through faith 
in thefe teftimonies of his power ; he is pleafecf 
to adl in the government of it, as in all fublu- 
nary concerns, by the intervention of fecondary 
means. Though every thing is under the wife 
direftion of divine Providence, human afl^airs 
are appointed to be conducted by a (hare of 
human management or political fkill. The exi-* 
gence of the times when our branch of the 
catholic church received the bleffing of the 
reformation, required a pofitive teft of general 
conformity, to ftop and heal the wounds of 
public diforder in the church. Well-meaning 
men, from the pureft motives of charity and 
peace, were direfted to the compilation of 
fucb a teji^ or being built on fcripture, ^arid 
tending to God's glory, might fecure that 
faith and fincerity fo very neceflary to reconcile 
men to the main principles of the reformation, 
and to one another, and thereby aflure the tran- 
quility and welfare of the nation. Every thing 
partakes of imperfeSlion in this degenerate ftatc i 
and it argues the higheft frefumption in thofe 
who are fo anxious for frejh reforms, to fuppofe 

t\feir 
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ihetr indigefie^i untried fy{icm$ ,Would be more 
iajling or udvantttgeous to the community, than 
thtofe which have afforded fuch abundant prcp/f 
'pf their being .adequate to the end jirOi^ofed. 
^To enter into a hiftory, expofition, or cirqum- 
iB:antial detail of the articles here, is foreign .to 
4Ke. purpofe : it is a work, however, I hay^ 
loBg had in cOntemplatiofl, and fomie ma- 
terials ate tolledted &r it. ShQuld I live^ it 
tnay perhaps appear in time> and in a differqitt 
form from any dther prior publication on tha,t 
ilibjed ;* to the above general obferyations, 
therefore^ I ibaU only add,, that ^ fubfcriptioo 
to the articles was jttdiciou fly »defigned to pr^ 
vent, as much ais poflible, all heterogeneouiS 
ittixture' iof theological tenets in the church^ 
Jlitherto, thtc^igh GqdV prote<Ilion>. it hatS 
operated effedlaally to thlt end, and it fliou^ 
be the burden of evei^ good man's prayer, that 
we may never provoke the Almighty to with- 
tkaw any valuable palladium of our faith and 
Jprinciplcs> ^hnh or religious. 

With 

^ Should it pleafc God to (pare his life, the editor has 
thoughts of publilhing moft of his writings, in quarto (by 
^bifcription), under the title of the ChurehmarCs Library , 
confifting of the following works: Le£lures on the Cate-i 
chifm. Leisures on the Liturgy, Difcourfes on the Homilies, 
* DAfertation$ on \he Articles^ Sermons on particular Days 
in thip Year, including the Feafts and Fafts of the Church j 
It&d xYitfivefirJi hoeks of Eeclefiaftical Pciity, by that learned 
. V^L. I. ,c ' anrf 
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WitH regard to the next quotation^ I Have 
added it at the bottom of the page,* It is 
Ukcn from fbmc particular difcourfe of the 
good old Latimer, and, I dare fay, was thought by 
the author of the pamphlet a moft happy txtraft 
ibr his purpofe. All the notice I ihall give it 
•is to exprefs my wonder, that perfons, who 
purpofely wvitz to.expofe the odd phrases and 
EXPRESSIONS, and some very coarse af- 
tLicATioNs,*f* among other faults objecSled 
againft the Homilies, fhould venture to pro^ 
duce a tejiimony to fapport their ^ charges, fo 
ftrongly marked* by jimilar exceptions. This 
whole quotation is fo truly ludicrous, that it 
cannot poffibly afjiji the author's caufe or m- 
jure ours ; and as '^tbe fubdance of it implies 
much the fame charge, as that contained in 
the conclufroe extradl, my reply to that will 
fupply ample refutation of ikit, former. After 

and judicious Divine Mr. Richard Hooker ; the benefit of 
ivhich treafure will be rendered more general^ by commuiM- 
eating its valuable contents in lefs perplexed periods, and a 
inrre free ftyle of compofition. 

. f ^ Bishop Latimer, /peaking in one of his fermons of the 

reformation^ fays. It is but a mingle-mangle and a hotch-potch, 

J cannot tell what ; partly popery , partly true religion, mingled 

' together, ^eyfay in my country when they call their hogs to (he 

' fwine t rough y come, to thy mingle^mahgle, come Pur come. Even 

'Jo do they make mingle-mangk of the G of pel. They can clatter 

and prate about it, but, when all cometh to all ^ t1x:j joined popery , 

> Jo with it that they marred it altogether, * ' 

*!" See the ivth page of the pa;mphl«t. 

all. 
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all> . as to the bare phrafeology of our forefathers^^ 
though it might be more homely^ as being ad- 
dreiTed to a race of men lefs diflblute in prin- 
ciple, or lefs refined in Vice, than the general 
Hiafs of the prefent day ; ' yet the piety of their 
objeSi IS in^no ftep lowered by this circumftance, 
nor can it be feniibly excepted to them as a 
faulty they were no fooner taught a more dif- 
guifed and polifhed form of fpeech than the 
natural fimplicity of their times required. 

But, left I fhould iotrude too long upon my 
freader's patience, I will haften to the laft quo- 
tation, which, though of ibme length, it is 
incumbent on me to produce, that he may 
form his judgment how far it mqtertally afFedts 
th? caufe o£ the Homilies, and whether the 
fentiment? I have given upon it are fatisfadtory 
to remove tne prejudices it might otherwife 
create, the points ^hich pirincipally deferve 
attentioh are fpecified by a larger character, 
both in the extra<Sl and niy remarks. 

Bishop Burnet yZryj, ** Certainly our refor-- 
.^* mutton fas happy as we are in what we enjoy 
-^ of it'J \^'AS NEVER PERFECTED: neither 
y can it bey till we all come openlv to 

*' rACiCNOWLEDGE IT: AND TO ACT UPON 
y THAT PRINCIPLE, W-HICH WAS THE ONLY 

*^ GROUND Upon which the reformation did or 
^\ could Jiand: viz* that the scriptures 

i" ARE THE ONLY RULE OF FAITH TO 

C 2 ** CHRISTIANS, 
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•* CHRIStlANS. A?2d t&at EVEKY CHKiiTt^^ 
** AN, AS HE IS TO ANSWER TO GOD FOR 
'* HIS OWN ACTIONS, anJ NOT OTtlERS F,OR 

*' KIM, /S /je is to JUOCe for HimSelf HOMf 

" HE is Td ACT IN MATTERS OF RELIGION, 
" AND NOT OTHERS TO JUDGE^' FOR HIM-* 

^' Where this principle doth not prevaiib 

*' //&(?/*^ popery still remains, THOUGH 

" IT passeth under the name of pSo-< 
** testantisM ; Vr;z^ //?/ this principle poE^ 
** prevail, ive can expe£f no completion of that 
^' reformation ivhich ds yet dan only be /aid fQ be 
** happily begun aiiiongji us. ' 

1 ihall begin with obferYing, that this ufeful 
and laborious writer tells us npthing newy in 
the intiniation that perfectIoji is not the 
lot of TIME \ but*a candid ftudy of the hiftory 
of the reformation, by the fame hand, will 
furhifli ample reafons fof the ftate in "which 
that • /6^/5^^ "work was left. AnA that it ever 
took place,' that it proceeded to 'the extirpation 
of fo much poiitive error, as was vvhoHy in- 
compatible with Gofpel priiiciples, and that it 
ftopt where it did, muft all be hiimbly and 
equally refolved into the ihfcrutable wifdom 'and 
unerring will of the Supreme Direftor. ^Buf 
that it triumphed over the defpe rate refiftanceoC 
iti firft oppofers (powerful, zealous, a'|>le^ and 

^ • • • 

iiidefatigable as they were) that it has'occafion- 
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cd fuch.a profufion of light to be communi- 
cated to many nations ; that it has refcued us 
from the tricks of prieftcraft and fuperftition, • 
snd helped to fecurd to us the moft precious^ 
iiberties : all thefe iJenefits, I think, are in- 
centrovQvtihh Jtgnsy that it is not burthenecj. 
with fuch . grievous imperfeSiions^ difficulties^ 
^nd dangers^ as fome allege againft it. On 
the contrary, it exads the praife of all con^ 
Jiderate chriftians of the eftabliihed church, 
that this blefling has been continued io long to 
us. This alone yields Valuable evidence that 
it is fufficiently grounded on that frin- 
^iprB * the Bifliop mentions, as the oif ly 
RULE -OF FAITH, viz;. The scRiPUREs* That 
it would be more deiireablc if AI4L could be 

BROUGHT OPENLY TO ACKNOWLEDGE JT, 

(as he alfo obferves) I (^lall not difpute ; but 
"ijf Shis is to be an ejjential tejl of its degree of 
perfeSlion, it 5s more than ever yet did happen 
in the world, or ever can be expe&ed in the na- 
ture of things : for what profped^ is. there,t 
that a vaft body of people will lay afide the 
rooted prejudices of their anceftors? Difcor-. 
dant principles gan pe Yer produce a rationaj^ 

* This principle doth certainly prevail \n the church of 
England^ and therefore ihe cannot be juftl^ l^ronded wltK 
|l)e ftain of pofer^. 

9% ^ 
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or durable coalition. If alterations and eon- 
cejjions were to be fubmitted to, many would 
Jitll be diflatisfied with the mode and meafure of 
them, diflenfion and tumult would increafe in 
proportion to the variety of opinion ; whereas 
the barrier is now fixed, and each fide ought 
to be coptent with enjoying his own private 
ftntiinents, and public pradtice.* 

Biit, 

* Let us fuppofe, for the fake of arg\irncnt, thx^t particn- 
lar forms of wordiip, and different Vays of thinking upon 
jeligious topics, are in fome pointsf exceptionable on both 
, fides; ft ill is it not more renf enable that the majority of a 
*iiatic5irflibuld require a teft of* conformity to thofe religious 
tenets which are found congenial with the eftablifhed govern- 
ment of the land, than that the hjj'er number (who are no 
ways molefted in the peculiar profcflion of ihtxT faith ore3^- 
iprcife qf their reljgion) (hould .dift^ite to the legiflature, 
which protefts them equally with the reft of their fellow- 
fiibjefts in their rights and liberties, civil and religious P 
But prejudices which are not pofitively repugnant to reafon 
and fcripture, (hould not prevent us, as goQ4: chriJUam and 
good fubjftiSf ixo\xx uniting in all ej/entjal duties for the conp- 
mon ^ood. XJniverfal agreement in fuch matters will never 
Jpeedily take pkce on earth, but by miraculous convi&ion ; 
and perhaps this great variety of fentiment upon holy points 
may be fijnally inftrumenial to fuch an event. But fbr th^t 
>ve muft wait God's time, and ftrive to worftiip Him in the 
mean whjle, in purity and fincerity, according as we have; 
been taught, without interfering with each other', or em- 
broiling the cgmmunity by encouraging a baneful fpirit of 
innovation. And here I would pay a feriqus compliment |» 
the genuine Prefbyterian church, and fubmit to every pious 
. ^ember of it, whether they 'Virould not gladly have been 
' ' ^ • ' ^ poffeffedi 
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But, that the Bifhop intended nothing de^ 
predating againft the Homilies (though the 
quotatioij is made with a feeming defire to in- 
tiniate the reverfe) is evident, in that people 
in general do believe, and acknowledge the 
reformation to be grounded on the scrip- 

T'URE RULES OF PAITH TO CHRISTIANS, 

Surely it argues a degree of unprecedented per- 
' verfenefs, to except to tipies like pursy as not 
enjoying liberty fufficient. Are they not no- 
torious fpr every fpecies of toleration? Do not 
ajl ranks judge fqr themselves how they 

ARE TO ACT IN MATTB;RS OF RELIGION? 

Has any country in Chrijiendam ^ greater va- 
riety of preac&ers 9,nd teachers y male or female^ 
who difleminate promifcuoufly without any 
hinderance, l^e inftrudtion ^hey indiifidually d^^ 



ppflfeflfe4 of fucK a general binding teft of uniform, ajid fbund 
complete tenets^ as migh* have efFe6liially guarded againft the 
heretical doflpiries of Antlchr'ijiian philofophers, who, under 
the general title of ^jjinter^y have divided and co-founded the 
original body, by diffeminsiting fuch heterodoK notions among 
tjie diffenting focieties, . as to wean-^Jiem from the found 
principles qf their forefathers. The Xxm\^ chrifiian diflenter, 
therefore,, will join \Vi commending thofe invincible advocates 
of tKe fure and common chriftiad caufe, who have checked 
the impious elFefts of that pernicious pjiilofophy, which ^ould 
have ppifoned thQ world with its profam and vain boa/iings, 
and oppofition of fcience^ frU^b f^ called y and which many pro*, 
fej/ing [through the fubtlety of th^ delufive fyftem) have erred 
(cncerning the faith. . . > . 

q \ terming 
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termine moft ncceflary for their hearers ? The 
charge is truly curious ; daUy invedkives ara 
feathered abroad againft the priejiboody while - 
fpiritual directors ftart up in every corner, un- 
molefted by any Tuperior power. Doth this, 
ihew a jealous, turbukut, or tyrannical temper 
in the miniftry eftablifhcd by law ? Still the 
zealots for reformationy ,as they call it, arc not 
content^ Many waj^ x?old in the orderly vor- 
Aiip of the Church, neglefting to join their., 
friends 9nd neighbofs iA praifiog God's same 
in the place 'w\itf,^firji they <vere admitted intioj 
his famSy* They would have the t^uly Apqf- 
tolical mode of the church and f?rvicc obliter- 
ated> and eftabli^d uniformity fet afide* The 
clergy, reduced to the level of ignorance andt 
poverty^ with thjq general mafs of thofe they 
teachy and that ^hey ftipiiild relinquife all au^ 
thority, ^ndppwfr. Ih this they proceed^ falfely,. 
upon the e<irfy error, Tiai they take too much 
upon tbem^ J^^^^g ^H the congregation are boly^ 
evny one of thewiy and the Lord is among them ^ 
andy thereforey we Jbould not lift up ourfelves^ 
above the congregation of the Lardy. But who- 
ever will look into the x,vith chapter of the 
book of Numbers,, will fee how heavily this 
principle was condemned and puniflied by God^ 
liimfelf. In £hort, this, levelling, fpirit of re- 
|br^ation, or rath^er innovatiok, would have 

every. 
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I2very thing (acred left to the fluduating prac- 
tice and decifion, that ever marked fanatic dif^ 
pontent, and too like the fubjedt of a wdl-^ 
known fable, becaufe they, cannot digeft a food 
moft falutary to others^ they would charitablgr 
jJeprive them of aTiy hut what is fmt^d to i^eir* 
particular tafte,* 

Though I may appear to digrefsj yet the& 
obfervattons w^U be found moft iplofbly 'con«^ 
pefted with the very point in queftion j as they 
do fully fhew, that this principle doth uni^ 
verfdly prevail of the feofle judging for 

THEMSEI.VES, HOW THEY ARE TO ACT Iff 
HATTEJBIS OF RELIGION, AND NOT OTHERS 

FOR them: And it confequently renders the 
fatter part of this (quotation fo palpably ern>«-» 
neous (viz. that pofery still remains 

THOUGH IT PASSETH UNDER THE NAME OR 

protestantisiA) that it hardly defervics a 
jferthcr comment. For fm-ely it is trifling im 
f he extreme to affert^ that a fatal blow to 
popery is not afieSed in our conftitution ; 
indepcndant of the proof from general tolera- 
tion • 

f Much more liberal furely is the' tolerating fpirit that 
marks the government of* the eftablilhed church in this 
kingdom, which allows all denominations of people to 
Wor(hip God in their own way, requiring no more in return 
\hafx the peaceable indulgence of the fame freedom* 

6 . As 
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As to any deficiency in the completion op 
THE* REFORMATION, which may relate to 
the diilinftion oi forms and habits ; that is a 
iburce of remaining difunion juft now alluded 
to in the note of page 54, and quite un-* 
worthy the real chriftian to acknowledge^ as a 
plea for refraSlory oppojition. But this hath 
nothing to dp with the rule g/'FAiTH: fuch 
trivial exceptions are truly to be compared to 
Jiraining off a gnat^ &c* 

T^e Bible flands on its own ground, and we 
may iafely aver many would never hear it, or 
know any thing about it, but for the public 
»nd pious provifion of having it fo judipioufly re* 
pcated throughout the year. Many cannot profit 
by its truths in a private application of it, for 
. want of common learning ; and however defirous 
the poor might be to hear the hiftory of God's 
goodnefs towards mankind, how could it ever 
be obtained if this happy opportunity was not 
afforded them ? I muft then boldly deny the 
charge, and as roundly afiert the contrary, that 
this is * one unanfwerable mark, that popery 

DOTH NOT STILL REMAIN AMONG V^. 

Further, though the Bifhop is introduced as 
if meaning to give an oblique if not a JUll 
flroke at the office of the priefthood, in faying, 

THAT EVERY CHRISTIAN IS TO ANSWER 
TO GQD FOR HIS OWN ACTIpNS ANP NQT 

9THERa 
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PTHERS FOR HIM, SO HE IS TO JUDGE iFOR 
PIMSELF HOW HE IS TO ACT* IN MATTERS 
OF RELIGION, AND NOT OTHERS FOR HIM, 

Yet, as (without the grofleft offence to hi6 
charader) we muft fuppofe there could be no* 
t\iingfurther from his thought, than an intention 
to ' lower the ufe of the order, over which he 
prefided: fo I muft again infift, that whatever 
interpretation the writer of the pamphlet may 
nvijh to have affixed to this fentence, it affords 

XiO proof THAT POPERY STILL REMAINS 

WITH US, and I oppofe the general fclnfc of 
the ^vAdXcs own words to fupport my opinion. 
For the scRiPTUREis (fays he) are the only 

RULE OF FAITH TO CHRIS^TIANS, ThESE 

' we have in common, and the Papifts have not. 
By thefe people may difcover whether the 
teachers impofe dodlrines they fliould not 
believe, and fo far the reformation is com- 
PL E TED on the vtry principle of the quotation; 
every chriftian having thereby the infallible 
means at hand of judging for himself, 

AND NOT OTHERS FOR HIM. "^ 

And as to the priejihoody fince without this 
order of men, many could not poffibly form the 
requifite judigment fupplied by the above rule, 
to forward their falvation, I fhall content my- 
felf with an appeal to the fcriptures them/elves, 
to dembnftrate what they enjoin concerning \t. 
3 They 
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They' exhort the multitude^ in abundant parts, 
lo liften to the voice of their Pajlors and Teacb-- 
ers^ whom God has fet over them. This is 
the conftant langaage of the Apoftle, when 
writing to the church, or chriftian community^ 
to which they belonged. And, coniequently^ 
as both fropbets^ and afcftlesy cftablifli the «/e 
ef this order, we rauft conclude that they ex- 
ipd&xA 4 vaft portion of the people would re*^ 
qoire the judgment of it in religious matters* 
The vtmofl therefore that can be implied ia 
Ihis part of the quotation, is a cenfure upoa 
ibofe v)ho teachy infiead of found JoBrme^ the 
commandments (fmen. It h true,, people are; 

TO Al^SWER TO GoD FOR THEIR OWN AC- 
TIONS, AND NOT OTHERS FOR THEM. I Ao not 

inow that our church holds any tenet fo jibfurd 
»s the contrary of this. But the scripturEj^ 
{the rule) afferts, that Pajlot^s are appointed tO( 
catchy as they that are to give account for meus 
foulsy and this muft particularly allude ' to thq 
ihcumhent miniderial care of that great num- 
ber who couM not bring their actions to the 
left of fcripture, unlefs feme fuch ready and 
conftant inftrudibn was at hand, as the clerical 
office doth fupply. The voice of confcience 
mlyy may be fuliicient light to 2! heathen y but; 
furely feme further knowledge is ncccfiary foir 
a cbriftian ? Faith comet h by hearing,, and hov^ 
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Jh^lt they hear nvtihauL a tedcBerf- To xit^ett 
popery ta us becaufe our teadherS a'rfe caJfed 
priejis^ wpiilid be an cfqftal violeiic6agamH: cammoiik 
fenfe ^%^cripture. 'When 4i€n pcjflfefs fiiiSofetti 
candor, ^ and Httniflity, ^ to tt-y« theW Alitimairtf 
Iby the piire'^rule'^of -G^d^shtt^'^wirdi^ they^'WSl 
difcpver God's purpofe, ^'fer^afs- fe "neo^^ 
jRjr their, faction, and -be' taught of Jiiin,; <liaA 
they arc not to aitaclc t^c^ tanvs tixiA inftitation* 
ef -th^ir country, for* trtjf^s' It^ki as dir^ ^ corn-* 
|:^aratively witfr tHe' f&bftantial dotarine* fh« 
V cliiircii upKdlds; and the^^^raeral good'86 ht 
derived by pedckful unifvfniity. They AviU theit 
fw^rceive they cannot Be juftilied fo^ making 




j^rid' 4p /hope jt will cirry fii'ffiekjvt ciD^nVKStioa, 
toat ho* jiift' authority can be derived from any 
of thoie qiiotatiohs", iA' ^erdgation oF'thd Ho- 
milies, or the trufy'evkngciicai chara^er of our 
primitive ^hd*apD%iKcal feftiblifement. 
'That' vEir f:ew Iie'ad^the Homuies 

)6t7¥ of Vili: VEi[V <i-'RSA4^'liaJMBER XHAT 

itrigtiiBE jro ¥rt EM'' ^(a€- affirms the PrefeccJ 
t^|.a teac(aic^-'(wheti^i^z^)J^ w!*6 are 

't^s deficient,' and iftV->a^>^nfejre againft.thc 
'i)Ook itfelff '' But itxis V^tlier bold in the author 
to advance -^hi^ further gontr-ai opinion i <&asJi 
iStxQ^ /eidcm ditraS ^e notice ^f the private 

STUDENTS 
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8TUtoENTs even among the clergy, li k 
true they are not eafy to be found by the muU 
titude, becaufe they ar4 chiefly, confined to 
learned libraries. And if they are thus uni* 
verfally neglefted, 1 will venture to fay, it \i 
becaufe they are not knowriy for it is impofliblo 
for an orthodpx, pious, or corifcientious divine, 
to flight their contcnts^. As to the long lift of 
errors and defeSis that arc quoted from the 
EDITIPI51 of the FREE and candid disqui- 
sition AS. RENDERING THE HoMItlES IM^ 

PROPER FOR PUBLIC USE, I hopc they will 
be foujid fo. difpqfed of in this Edition, as no 
longer tp furnifh fuch terrible objeftions to 
their being ' read by any chriftian. I am ra- 
ther confident, it would be found alfo, that 
the chargers >gainft them in the conclufive aflcr- 
tion of the Preface, are equally ill founded witlj 
uCi^ny others of tlie Author's exceptions,- viz. 

THAT THE HOMILIES CONTAIN DOCTRINES 
THAT ARE NEITHER GODLY, OR WHOL* 
SOME, AND THAT THEY ARE TOTALLY 
UNFIT AND IMPROPER, IljJSTEAD OF BEINCjf 

NECtEs^sARY FOR THESE TIMES. In regard 
to the former part of this cenAire,; it muft rer 
main for the decifion of all who form their judg- 
ment by the rule of fcripture^ which is the 
only juft criterion to defend, or condemn^, any 
religious treatife. . And as for the latter^ the 

doiStrines 
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doftrlncs and precepts of the Gofpcl, beipg^ 
(like their x^uthor) the Jam? yejierdayy to daj^ 
and for ever^^ unlefs it Cjan be fliewn^ that the 
fubjefts enforced by. the Ho^nilies, are contra- 
diftory to , the evangelical model : if they were 
fit for the times ia which they were written^ 
they muft be granted equally fo in all times, 
till this, or any future age is arrived ta fuch a 
degree, of perfeSlion as not to need the laying 
the foundation of the principles of the doSlrine of 
Chrijl. ' ;■ ' '/\ 

Thus far, I hope, will not be thought a fu,- 
perfluous intrufion. Some notice appeared ab- 
.folutely neceffary to be taken of an attack, fo 
direftly levelled at the main body of a work that 
has coft me fo much time and pains to put 
in^^ a ftate of natural defence. I have only given 
.a general outline of the pamphlet: To enter 
into the pro and con. relative to the partial ex^ 
traBs fron^ every homily, would have required 
niore leifure than I can fpare, and formed ^a 
. treatilp of a very different caft from jhe defign 
of my prefent publication, which is., not pfc- 
fented as a challenge ioi' contrqverfy (for which 
I have neither ability, nor inclination) but as 
the plain ftate of an injured plaintiff's xaufe, 
the merits of which are left to the. fr?e deciliqn 
of all who read it. . -. 

It is a too common pradice vvith pur mocfern 

advocates 
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lidf Ocates /pr pure reKgious'khtxpf^ to fail agamft 
'BiCdTRY in them^ whofc perfuifions they dif^ 
Hke, without (ioiifidcrihg thit they are as pafitivd 
tig9tsto the drlufions oiinfidelityy dhifidtif and^« 
narchy^ as any can be to the fober maicims of ^ 
|)eaceablc, and well-reguldted government i. Iri 
'fiiort^ with the wcaknefs ar^d prefumptioh of a 
truly antichriftian temper, they fet up as founders 
of a new' fpecies of Kbertinifm, and by die eir- 
traordinary exertions of their fupefktive reafon^ 
would perfuade thk world that learning; judg^ 
thent^ and^ truths have hitherto been ajleepi 
and are no where to be found but among tbehr 
votaries ; and that * their rare difcoveries havet 
light and force to prove th t the falutary maxima 
of former ages, and more ilourifhing times, were 
perfeftly antifcriptur'aj^ and full of ignorance and 
error. Aft6r all, fince ' in feveral parts of this 
',iamc pamphlet, a good decree of praise/ 

BENEFIT, and VALUAFLE iClATTtJR* is COn- 

fefled to be contained irt. thefe old difcourfisi 
'though they have been moft unfairly ftript of 
"tljeiir beil cloathing, to lay. bare fueh informa* 
tion ak Gommon rcfpedt to age mould father 
have' concealed^ I ' take courage iri thinking my 
criginal defign will hereby fhew'itfelf ftill more 
expedient, by enabling them to appear abroad^ 
with fome degree of confidence^ and ferve more' 
fully than their adverfarics are WiUirfg to allovy# 

*that 
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tTiat tiiey are not only inoffenfive^ hvA profitable ^ 
and capable of conveying comfortj and inftruc- 
ition, to the lateft time, while feith fhall be 
on earth • That they are n6t jonly an honor to 
the church for whofe fervice they were con- 
ftituted, but will ,fupply a ufeful courfe of 
pious ftudy to every humble and true believer 
in the Redeemer of mankind. And as fuch, 
being moft fincerely publilhed, I have only to 
crave pardon for this tedious, and unpremedi- 
tated trefpafs on my readers, and to pray that 
the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, may give 
Jiis bleiEng to the tafk, by accompanying the 
perufal of it with the effeftual power of his 
HqlY Spirit. Amen. 
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BOOK OFHOMILIES. 



CONSIDERING how neceflaiy it is 
that the word of God, which lis the only 
food of the foul^ and that moft excelknt light 
which we mufl walk by in this our dan<^ 
gerous pilgrimage, fhould, at all convenient 
times, be preached to the people, that thereby 
they may both learn their duty to God, their 
prince, and their neighbor, according to the 
will of the Holy Spirit exprefTed in fcriptUrc : 
and alfo to avoid the manifold errors which have 
before crept into the church of God ; and be- 

d 2 caufe 
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caufe many have not the gift of preacliing, fufl- 
ficient to inilEUiflLtbe people committed to their 
charge, whence great mifchief might arife, and 
ignorance continue, if fome good remedy be not 
fpeedily applied : therefore the Queen's excellent 
Majefty, from the naoft; tender regard for the 
eternal welfare of her loving fubjedls, and the 
quieting their confciencfes ia the chief points 
of religion; and willing, by the pure declara- 
tion of God's word, which is the principal 
guide to all godlinefs and virtue, to remove all 
corrupt, vicious, and ungodly living, as well as 
all faMe;;and hurtfui 4p^rine, hjith,.by advice of 
her moft honorable counfellors, caufed a Book, 
of Homilies, which was before fct forth by her 
moft loving brother Edward VI. to be printed: 
anew, wherein are contained moft wholfome 
and godly exhortations, to lead the people ta 
the honor and worfhip of Almighty God, and 
<o lerve him* diligently,- according to their dfl^- 
gree, ftate, anci calling. • One of which Ho- 
:milie8'hcr Majefty coAimandeth-, a^d ftriftly 
chargeth all Parfons, Vicars> and Guraties, every 
Sundjiy and holiday in the year, after the 
gofperand creed, \x\. fuch order and place as h 
appointed by the ^book of common prayer, to- 
read and declare tb their parifhioners, plainly 
and diftindly, in fuch order as they ftand in the 
book,- (except there be a fermon) and in that 

• ' ... cafe,. 
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cafe^ and no other^ than the reading oi the 
Homily for that da^^ to be deferred unto the 
next Sunday, or holy day following. And when 
the aforefaid book of Homilies is read over, 
her Majefty's pleafure is, that the fiime be re- 
peated again in the ^ fame mahn^r as before 
defcribed. And her Highnefs farther com- 
m^ndeth, that the faid ecclefiaflical peribn 
fhall not fail to read her Majefty's injunc- 
tions to thia purpose, at fuch times and in 
fuch order, as in the book thereof apCpointed. 
And that the Lord's Prayer, the Articles of 
Faith, and Ten Commandn::ients, be openly 
read unto the people as fpecified in the faid in-* 
junctions ; that perfons of all conditions may 
leai;^> how to call upon the name of Godi ^d 
know ^hat^du'ty' they owe to Go3;^d man: 
fo that they may pray,'^ believe, 'and live ac-* 
crtrding/itb knowledge, whilft they are in this 
world, and when they die, may be found with 
Him, who by bis blood ha*h rftdeemefl us alL 
To whorn^j with the Father^ and the Hdly 
Ghoft, *be all honor arid glory, for ever and 
ever. Ameri% 
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Matthew xxii. and part of the 29th vcrfe, 
Ye do erTy not knowing thejcriftures^ 

NOTHING can be more ncceflary or profit- 
ably to a chtiftian, than a thorough know- 
ledge of Holy Scripture : for therein, Go4, ill a 
manner, fpeafeeth to us by his written word, 
fetting forth his own eternal love and glory, and 
our incumbent duty. — Neither is there any truth^ 
or doc3:rme, refpeAing our juftification and ever- 
lafting peace, but which is, or may be drawq 
from th^t fame facred fountain. As many therc*^ 
fore as are defirous to enter into the right, and per- 
fed: way of the Lord, muft apply their minds to 
Vol. L B feaijchi 
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fearch, and learn the Holy Scriptures; without 
which, they can neither fufficiently know their 
great Creator, and his will, nor the particular fer- 
vice He requires from them. And as drink is 
pleafant to the thirfty^ and food to them who feel 
n:he calls of hunger, fp is reading, hearing, and ftu- 
dying the Book of Life, to all who wilh to be ac- 
quainted with the things of God, and faithfully to 
do his will. None will refufe this ineftimable 
knowledge, or to be nourilhed by this heavenly 
food, but fuch, as are fo engroiTed by worldly vani- 
ties and cares, as render them regardlefs of feeking 
after God, and of cultivating any holinefs. — And 
indeed, this negle<5l is the reafon why they covet fuch 
vanities, rather than the true wifdom ; for as they 
that are fick with any fevcrilh complaint, are apt to 
fancy every thing they eat or drink, though ever fo 
pleafant, to be like wormwood to the tafte, (not 
biecaufe the food is ;really bitter, but that the cor- 
rupted humour in their tongue and mouth occafions 
them to think foj — thus, the pleaGmtnefs of God's 
word, is only taftelefs to them who have their 
minds corrupted by long habits of fin, and worldly 
love^.: Wherefore forfaking this falfe judgment of 
men, who care but for the iody^ let us reverently 
hear, ajid read, the Scripture, which to all who 
devoutly third for knowledge, is the ftrengthening 
HUrture of the foul to life eternal. Let us diligently 
draw from the well of living water, which is pointed 
out to us in the facred volume, and not be fatisfied 
'frith the (hallow, and polluted dreams of mei^'s 
traditions. Let us not reft our final acceptance 
and falvation updn the uncertain imaginations of 
finful mortals like ourfelves, but on the word of God 
alonc^ wherein is fully written all we ought to do, 
avoid, believey love, and look for, at our. maker's hands. 
In thefe blcffed books, we ihall find the Father, 
from whom, the Son ly whom, and the Holy Ghost 
In whom all things have their being, and preferva-* 
tion ;«~and that it is our ^uty and intered, humbly 

10 
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to believe, as we are taught therein, that thefe three 
perlons are ^entially one God. 

In thefe books we ihall find the juft and awak- 
ening pidure of ourfelves ; (the/i^, and moft im- 
portant of every other knowledge) we fliall fee how 
» vile and miferable we are by nature, and alfo dif- 

^ cover how good the Lord is, and how he willeth, 
and maketh us and all his creatures to be far^ 
takers of his goodnefs. In thefe books we have 
further declared to us as much of the joys of 
heaven as at this prefent time, is proper and need- 
ful for us. And in fhort, (as one of the ancient 
Fathers of the Church * obferves), every thing 
required for the welfare of our fouls. Whoever 
among you is ignorant, may there acquire the b^ 
of learning ; the hardened and obftinate offender, 
will' there difcover fuch tormertts threatened, and 
prepared by God's juflice for all wilful finners, as 
in mercy is defigned, now during their day of trial, 
to terrify, and foften them. He who is opprefled 
with mifery in this world, fhall there find relief in 
the precious promifcs of everlafling blifs, to his 
great and never failing confolation. He that has 
been polluted and deceived by the wiles and temp- 
tation of the devil, even to danger of death, fh^U 
there find fovereign medicine, whereby he may be 
reftored again to health. If we have a defire to 
teach any truth, to difprove any falfe dodrine, to 
rebuke any vice, to inforce any virtue, to give 
good counfel, pr to comfort and exhort; in fliort, 
to do any thing needful for our falvation, all thefe 
things, fays the fame pious Father, we may obtain 
moft plentifully in the facred writings. In them 
is abundant food both for men^ and children in 
Chrift : there is plenty fuited to all ages, and all 
degrees of people. Books that deferve fo high a 
charadler, can furely never be too much confulted \ 
too often in our hands, and before our eyes \ in our 

• St. Chryfoftora. 
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cars, and in our mouths ; but mofl: efpecially in our 
hearts. For the word of God is the heavenly ban- 
quet to which we are invited while on earth ; it is 
as a light or lanthorn to our feet ; the hearing and 
obeying it maketh us blefled, keepeth us holy, and 
turncth the deiire to God ; it is a fure and ftedfaft in- 
ftrument to good ; it giveth wifdom to the lowly 
of heart, and healcth the wounded confcience ; and 
.'tnaketh the difconfolatc glad : It is a far more excel- 
lent treafure than gold or precious ftones; it ia 
tweeter than honey or the honey-comb ; it is that 
good part propofed to every true and humble fol- 
lower of Jefus Chrift, and therefore diftinguifhed as 
Mary's happy choice, for it Jhall not he taken away 
from any who prefer it, fince in its t^cry nature, it 
•hath everlafting peace.--^And on this account, the 
words of holy writ are juftly called the words of life 
eternal^ becaufe they were recorded for us, by God, 
to promote that very end. Through the power of 
God's fromifey they produce our converfion, and are 
efFedual by his help (being received with an hum- 
ble, faithful heart) to forward us to glory. They 
evince an heavenly fpirit working in them ; they 
are lively, quick, and mighty, when applied in 
faith ; and when they convidl and threaten, they 
2Xt fharper thiin any two edged fword \ for they enter 
through even to the dividing aJUnder of the fiejh arid 
fpirit y cf this joints and marrow. Chrift calleth him a 
wife iuilder, who buildeth upon his word, becaufe 
that is a moft fure foundation, further, by this 
word alfo we Ihall be judged, for the word which 
Ihavefpoken, faith our Lord, is that which /hall judg^ 
you at the laji day, (John xii. 48.} '^ He who keep- 
eth the word of Chrift is promifed the love and 
favor of the Moft High, and that he ftiall be tKe 
temple or dwelling-place of the Holy Trinity; fdr 
to fuch our Lord thus fp^aks. If a man Idve mcy Be 
will keep my words, and my father will lave him, and 
we will come unto him,, and make our ahode with him, 

John 
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John xiv. 23 ; and a little lower, ven 26, he pro- 
mifes, that the ccmfcrtjsr^ which is the licly'GhcJl^ 
whim the Father will Jmd in his name, Jhall teach them *. 
all things. The place therefore where God thus 
faithfully declares, he will take up his abode, may 
be truly termed the Temple of i\\t Holy Spirit. 
Whofqever then is careful to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and to imprint them in his heart, fliall daily 
become lefs enflaved, or improperly, attached to any 
violent aiFeAion for this world's fleeting pleafures ; 
^nd in their "room, the glorious things now pro- 
mifedvto al! who love the Lord, Ihall be wrought 
and multiplied within then). In ftiort, there is 
nothing that lb much ftrengtheneth our faith ^ pre- 
ferveth our mm^ence^ and likewife cheriflieth an 
outward .godly life and convsrfatitm, as the conftant 
reading and repeating of God's word ; for by dili- 
gent ufe of fo devout and profitable an exercife, the 
precepts it inculcates, become gradually more 
deeply rooted, and graven in the heart, till at length 
it is almoft turned into fecond nature : nor is its 
virtue and efFecSl confined alone to the enlightening 
the ignorant, but it affords more light ftill to thofe 
who ar^e awakened, to the neceflary refrcfhing of 
their hearts on all occafions, and. encouraging them 
to perfevere in what their God commands them. 

Laitly, it teacheth patience in adycrfity ; in prof- 
perity, moderation and gratitude'; the honor that is 
due to God, and the charity and mercy we owe to our 
neighbour: it giveth good counfel in all doubtfui 
<;afes ; it directeth to whom alone we mud look up 
for help in all difficulties and dangers ; and that God 
is the giver of all viftbry in every conflict, and 
temptation, whether from our bodily or ghoftly 
enemy. But here a caution and difl:in(Sion is 
highly necelFary to be made ; we mufl: carefully ob- 
f^rve, that in the reading of God'§ word, it doth 
not always profit him mofl: who is quickeft in 'run- 
ning through it, or in repeating it by heart, but hjm 

B 3 wh(? 
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viio is inclined to weigh its wifdcfn, and follow its 
preceptSy i. e. who is moft infpired by the fpirit which 
is in it ; who is moft changed in his mind and life, 
and perceives himfelf approaching to that dcfcrip- 
tion of the creature, which God's holy word efpe- 
cially dircfts us to pofiefs, viz. the new man^ the hid- 
den man cf the heart. He confcquently, who is daily 
lefs proud, lefs angry, lefs covetous, and lefs defir- 
ous of worldly, and vain delights : he who daily for- 
fakcs his former vicious life, and increafeth in virtue 
jnore and more, he may truly be faid to havc/>r(?- 
fited by this divine ftudy. And to be brief, there 
is nothing that fo eftablifhcth holincfs of mind, or 
banifheth ungodlinefs, as the continual hearing 
and reading of the Bible, provided always it be 
joined with a pious ^nd pure dcfire to know 
and follow God's will; for nothing is accountec} 
good before the Lord, that is not done with an up- 
right purpofc and an humble mind. On tHc other 
hand, nothing more darkencth the life of Chrift in 
the foul, and the glory of God, in the actions of 
men, nor introduceth more blindnefs of heart, and 
all kinds of vices, that follow darknefs, than doth 
the ignorance and negledt of God's moft holy word, 



^■»^ 



THE SECOND PART. 



As you have been very fully, and plainly in- 
formed, Vv'hy the knovvledge of Holy Scripture is fo 
n:edful and profitable to all mankind ; and that by 
the true underflanding of it, the moft material 
pDints of our duty towards God, and men, are 
liivewife dlfcovercd ; let us proceed, in the fecond 
place, to confider fome other advantages to be de- 
rived 
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rived from it. Firfl: then, If we profefs to believe \n 
Chrift, why are we not ^fhamed to be ignorant of his 
do5lrine? for furely every man ought ro blulh at his 
ignorance of the learning he/r^^/)&. — For example, 
no perfon could fail of difgrace in calling himfeJf 
a philofopher, who had never made the fciehce of 
philofophy his ftudy. And to fet up for a lawyer, 
an aftronomcr, or a phyfician, without the leaft ac- 
quaintance with the books, and practices, which 
the profeflbrs of thefe fciences are fuppofed to un- 
dcrftand, would doubtlefs load a man with merited 
diftionor. And is not the: cafe exacftly fimilar with 
the Chriftian ? Can any man s^ffirm that he profefT- 
cth Chrift, and his religion, who doth not apply 
himfelf to the utmoft of his power and ability, to 
read, hear, and underftand the books of his Savior's 
Gofpel ? Other fciences certainly, are both necef- 
fary, and profitable, to be obtained, by different 
people, but no one will deny that this is the prin^ 
cipal objed: to be acquired by all, and as it does 
not interfere with, fo it far exceedcth every other; 
for one teacheth only how to live defirably ac- 
cording to the maxims of this world, but the other 
Iheweth how to live for ever, in unfpcakable glory 
and delight. What excufe then fhall they be able 
to make at the laft day, before Chrift the Judge, 
who employ their whole tiipe, and take greater 
pleafare in reading men's fancies and inventions, 
than in ftudying his moft blefled Gofpel? who will 
afford no leifure to do, what above all other things 
doth moft concern thern, but will ftudy to be in- 
formed in any thing elfe, rather than in that to which 
all other things fhould yield ? Let us beware then, 
of falling into fo truly fcandalous, and fhameful a 
negledt; -let us to the utmoft of our leifure, apply 
ourfelves to learn God's word, by carefully reading, 
and hearing it expounded by thofe appointed for 
that purpofe; and let us take Ihame to profefs we 
love God, and have faith in his precious promifes, 
• B4 while 
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while we fcarcely ever confult the facred volume, 
or ufe the means to obtain them. 

Now thofe who have no good will towards the 
ftudy of the fcripturcs, are apt to attempt at lei- 
fening their fault, by ti*o moft vain and falle excufes. 
Some are fo idle as to defend themfelves on account 
of their own weaknefs and timidity, faying, that 
they dare not read the Holy Scriptures, left through 
ifftorance they Ihould fall into error. While others 
pretend, that the difficulty to underftand them is 
fo great, that they are proper only to be read by 
learned men. As to the Jirji excufe, the cafe is. 
quite the contrary, for it is ignorance of Gods wordj 
that -is the real caufe of any error, as Chrift himfelf 
informs us in the text, Tedo err, fays he, not knoW' 
mg the Jcripiures. How then fhould people avoid 
.error, as long as they are determined to continue 
ignorant % and how is it poffible they can be other- 
wife than ignorant, who will neither read, or hear 
the thing that is purpofely defigncd to give them 
knowledge ? People Ihould confider this ; that all who 
now have any better underftanding than themfclifcs 
in -matters of religion, were undoubtedly at the 
beginning equally ignorant ; and if they had neglctfted 
this lludy, from the frivolous plea of a dread of 
falling into error, and obftinately refufed the re- 
medy to prevent it, they muft have ftill remained 
in ignorance, and confequently in error. h.\\ Jucb 
excufes therefore, will not admit of a hearing ; and if 
you will not learn the truth fo needful tor you, 
merely for fear you fhould make ntiftakes about it; 
for the fame reafon you may fit ftill and never 
move, for fear if you attempt to walk, you ihould - 
ible into the dirt. It would be a reafon equally 
e, in any one to refufe to eat good food, left the 
ulgence fhould create a furfeit; and todeliftfrom 
ing their grain, from labouring in their buft- 
i, from exchanging their commodities in trade, 
they Ihould lofe their feed, their labor, or their 
ftock: 



The Homilies rf the Cbi^cb 0/ England. g 

ftock : and according to fucb fiUy arguments, it 
would be better for us to live idly, and never take 
any matter of good in hand, left accidentally, fomc 
evil may befal us in the trial. 

But if any ftill are fearful of falling into error by 
reading of the Holy Scripture, it Ihall now be ihewn 
them how they may apply them felvcs thereto without 
the fmalleft danger. Let them read it humify, with a 
meeky and lowly heart, with the chief view of glori- 

' fying God, in their kno\t'ledge of it, and not them^ 
SELVES. Never read it without daily prayer to 
God, that he will diredt your ftudy of it to good 
ciFedl ; and never attempt to explain it further than 
you underftand it : for as fome pious perfon well 
obferves, the knowledge of the Scripture is in itfelf 
like a largo and lofty palace, but the door is very 
low I fo that the high and arrogant man will hardly 
enter in, but muft Jioop and humble himfelf to gain 
admittance. Prefumption and pride are the parents 
of all error; but humility hath nothing to fear: 
and they who cultivate this virtue, will feek th^ 
etruth alone; they will fearch, and compai-e one 
paflage with another ; and where they cannot im- 
diately difcover an eafy ijieanjng, they will fray^ 
they will aflc of him, who gave the word, and know^ 
eth it, and will never raftily venture to deliver, 
what they are confcious may lead to danger or mif- 
take. The humble hearted therefore, may fafely 
fearch into any truth of fcripture, without the leatt 
concern of falling into error ; and in proportion as 
any one is ignorant of thefe words of life, they 
ought to read and ftudy them, ftill oftener and more 
dojely, and apply the only means to cure fo dan- 
gerous a diforder. I do not fay, but that a man 
niay profper well with only hearing (if he heareth 
arightj, becaufe that fome can only hear, but he 
will profper more with reading added to it, pro- 

'. vided he enjoys the benefit of that ufeful learning. 

Thus 
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Thus much in reply to thofe who^cfear to read, 
arifeth from their ignorance. As to the fecend rea- 
fon, refpeding the d'ffxuUies of fcripture, the ex- 
cufe hath not 9 particle more weight. For he 
who is fo weak that he is not able to digeft ftrong 
meat, may yet receive much nourifhmcnt from the 
fweet and tender milk the wordjupplies, and defer the 
other till he gains more ftrength, and attaineth fur- 
ther knowledge. God recciveth the learned and un- 
learned equally alike, and turneth none away. And 
the'fcriptures abound in pleafant vallies, plain and 
cafy ways, (for every man to ufe, and walk in) as 
well as in high hills and mountains, which few men 
can climb to. And whofoever giveth his mind to 
the ftudy of Holy Writ, with due concern and 
fincere defire to profit, it is impoflible f faith St. 
Chryfoftom) that he fhould be left without aflift- 
ance ; either God will provide fome pious and 
well informed pcrfon to teach him, as he did in the 
inftance of the nobleman of Ethiopia^ the treafurer 
of Queen Candace ; (for we fee he took pleafure in 
reading the fcriptures, although he underftood them 
not, and dh that very account God fent his fervant 
Philip to declare unto him the meaning of what he 
read. ) Or, if we fail in the benefit of having learned 
teachers to inform us, yet God himfelf will give 
us all the light fufficientto the work : He will teach 
us all thofe things whereof we are ignorant, and which 
are immediately needful to be known. The above 
holy Father obferves alfo, in another place, that 
human and worldly wifdom is not <i// that is ne- 
ceffary for the underrtanding of the Scriptures ; 
for that even the mod learned require the aid of 
the Holy Spirit, who revealeth the true and fa\ing 
meaning of them to all who with due humility and 
attention induftrioufly ufe their own beft endeavours 
to attain this knowledge. The promife of the 
divine affiftanre is fulfilled in the degree, that 
<jud is pleafed to bcftow it in theje times, to all 

who 
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who will employ the outward means appointed' 
by Him to gain it;— for which reafon it is faid. 
He that ajketh Jhall hav€y and be that jeeketh Jhall find, 
and he that knockelh, to him jhall the door be opened.. The re- 
fore though we read once, twice, or thrice, and 
underftand not, let us not ceafc on this account, 
but ftill continue reading, praying, and alking of 
others, till by religious pcrfeverance the door of 
koowledge be opened to us*. 

Farther, though there may be many things in 
Scripture fpoken obfcurely, and which appear in one 
part of it as hidden myfteries, yet thofe very things 
are more plainly treated of, in other places, and « 
rendered level to the capacity of every reader who 
confults them with a 'proper Jpirit. And as for fuch 
things as are more undeniably clear to be under- 
ftood, and neceffary for falvation, it is the duty of 
all people to learn them,print them in their memory, 
and exercife thcmfaithfully, and tO' remain contented 
as to their ignorance of harder things, till fuch 
time as it (hall pleafe God to open their minds to 

* ' Faith in God's promifes, is certainly as incumbent in a (late 
' of trial, as the expedled hel^ is needfuly and if we fearch the 

* fcriptures clofely, we fhall find that even in the very firft ages of 

* God's miraculous dealings with mankind. He ever requires afti- 

* vity, and a. due exertion of the powers they ha^e. Even prayer 

* will nought. avail us, if we continue.ii/^.— We have a remark- 

* able indance of this in God's command to Mofes, when the 

* people doubted^ and ilood flill, and declined efcapingfrom their 

* purfuers, luherefore crieft thou unto me ? Sptak unto the children of 

* I/rael that they go/ortvard.^^Thus, though nothing can have good 
^ efFed without God's bleifmg upon our endeavours, for which it is 

* our duty carncftly to apply to him, yet we muftalfo ufe our time, 

* our reafoHy and the acquired talents his providence has beltowed, 
/ or no fuccefs muft be cxpefted.-i— Had the Ifraclites perfifted in 
' « ftanding ftill, there cannot be a doubt but the majority had been 

« cnflaved, or cut to- pieces by their enemies, though as God's word 

* can never fail, a remnant would have profited by the miracle he 

* was about to (hew for their deliverance, and a fufficient number 
^ would have been faved to have fulfilled his gracious purpofes to the 

* feed of AbralTam,'— \ 

fee 
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fbe them. — |n the. rtjean time, (hough people may 
Ayant the means jor opportunity of knowing thefe 
things, God will not impute it to them as a fault ; 
hu? \yoe to them who have the opportunity and do 
notclofewith it. They fhould beware not to follow the 
example of the negledtful, much lefs fhould the 
general ftudy of the word be laid afidej bccaufc 
particular p^f&ges may be obfcure. 

But to conclude ; (Ul men may be benefited by. 
reading or hearing the word of God> if not their 
©wn faults. Weak men will be ftrengthened, and 
j^rong men will be comforted ; fo that it is plain 
Xjione can be enemies to this delightful and profita- 
ble ftudy, but thofe who are fo ignorant that they 
Ifnow not how wholefome a thing it is, or elfe fo 
fi^k that they cannot endure the mofl pleafant me- 
dicine to heal them ; or laftly fo ungodly, that they 
-would wi(h ftill to remain in utter blindnefs and 
ignorance pf the Lord who bought them, and of 
the duties that would interfere with their belo.vecl 
vices. 

Having touched in general, upon fome of the 
greateft advantages to be derived from a regular 
ftudy of God's mpfl holy word, which in truth is 
one of the principal bleifings given and declared 
to men on earth ; let us therefore gratefully thank 
the Lord for this his precious gift, unmerited in- 
dulgence, and fatherly providence ; let us rejoice 
in the poflTeffion of the heavenly treafure bcftowed 
upon us by God himfelf. Let us hear, read, and 
learn thofe holy rules and flatutes of our chrifliaii 
faith, which we folemnly profefled to live in at our 
baptifm ; let us with fear and reverence cherifh in 
our hearts the neceflary and fruitful leflbns com- 
mended to us in the Scriptures ; let us meditate upon 
them night and day ; let us recall them by reflec- 
tion, fo that we may never lofe the fweet relifh, 
fpiritual efFedl, and needful confblation they con-- 

vey. 
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vey. Let us quiet and aflure 6ur confciences, with 
the happy and never-ftiling confequence they 
afford. Let us pray to God, (the blefled author of 
thefe heavenly gifts) that we may fpeak, think, 
believe, live, and -depart hence, according to the 
truths and wholefome doArines they contain ; and 
by that means >^e fhall in this world enjoy God's 
favour and defence, with the unfpeakable comfort 
of peace of confcience ; And after this miferable 
life, we fhall poffefs the endlefs blifs and glory of a 
V hettery which God grant we may all obtain, through 
the merits of Him who died for us — Even Jefus 
Chrift, our bleffed Lord and Saviour, to whom 
with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be all honour 
and glory now and for ever. Amen. 



DIS- 
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D"IS COURSE II. 



Of the Mijery ofMankindy and of eternal Condemnation 

by Man's own Sin. 



Romans v. 12. 

Wherefore 'as by one man^ Jin entered into the worlds and 
death by Jin I fo death fajfed upon all men^ for that 
all have finned. 

THE Spirit of God, or HoI)iiGhofl:, who in* 
fpired the writing of facred fcripture, is in 
nothing more earneft than to lower the pride and 
vain glory of the creature, which of all vices is 
moft deeply rooted in human nature, even from 
that early infecflion which took place, through the 
difobedience of our firft parents. Accordingly, the 
book of God abounds with excellent leflbns againft 
the fatal confequence of this inveterate principle, 
in order to teach us humility^ the moft valuable of 
all other virtues ; how to know ourjelves, and remem- 
ber what we are. 

In the third chapter of Genefis, the Almighty 
giveth us all a title, inherited from our parent 
Adam, which ought continually to remind us of 
our condition, of what we are made, from whence 
WT came, and to M^hat we fliall at laft . return.— 
Thefe are the humbling words, recorded in the 
J 9th vcrfe-T-/» the Jweat of thy face fmlt thou eat 

bread, 
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bread y lill thou return unto the grouiid j for out of ii 
wert thou taken: for duft thou art, and unto dufi 
thoujhalt return. Here, as in a gUfs, wc may learn 
to know pur humble origin, and i6^ what the 
proudeft of the fons of men muft come at laft. 

The holy Patriarch Abraham did never forget this 
name, affixed by God to all mankind, and when 
he made his earneft prayer for the cities that 
had provoked God's vengeance, he humbly taketh 
it to himfelf Behold now, I have taken upon me 
to fpeak unto the Lord, who am but dust and 
ASHES. — And we read that Job, Judith, Efther, 
and other holy men and women in the Old Tcfta- 
ment, when they duly refledledon their many infir- 
mities, fins, and great unworthinefs, did cry to 
God for Belp and mercy ; and by bewailing their 
former errors, with the humbling tokens of fack- 
cloth, dull, and afties, did thereby declare unto 
the world, the low opinions they entertained of 
tbemfelvesj and How truly fchfible they were of 
this proper defcription of their degenerated natute, 
which continued io vile, corrupt, and frail. The 
book of wifdom likewife, with purpofe to bring 
down our vain opinions of ourfehes, urgeth us ear- 
neftly to remember the materials of our earthly m<ir- 
tal nature, derived from our fallen parents ; and in 
truth all men, princes as well as people, do enter 
the world, and leave it, in the very fame way, as 
to their human bodies, full miferably, as daily ob- 
fervation proves. And when the Almighty giveth 
us this defcription of the creature's frailty, he 
fpeaketh thus by his prophet lifaiah, xl. 6, 7, 8, 
^11 fleffo is grajs, and all the goodlinefs thereof is as the^ 
'flower of the field \ the grafs wither eth, the flower fadeth^ 
all the people Jiirely is as grafs. And Job likewife, in 
the xivthchap. ver. i. 2. who hirnfelf had foforely 
experienced the wretched fl:ate of ca|-n^ nature, 
declares it to the v*'orld in thefc very memorable 
• • and 
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and affedlthg words '• Man that is' born of a woman, 
is'offew^aysy andfulloftiouhU. ' He cometh forth tiki 
a floW^y dnd ts cut dotvn : *H6 fteetb dljo ' as a jhadom^ 
and coiifinUeth not. And doft Thou vouch (Wc, O 
mighty Lord, to lo6k upofifuch a one z%this, ana 
to bring him to judgment with Thee ? In Ihort, all 
riien fi^otn the depravity bf their nature, are fouiii- 
•^dffally inclined I6jfny that as it is expreflTed in 
fcripture", it repented God' that he had ever rriade 
ttian ; and his indignation was at length fojufll/ 
provoked thro* man's offences, that He deftroyed the 
world entirely by an universal flood, exccpfiri^ 
Noah and his family ; and it is in corifideration. of 
this vilenefs, that the Lord doth fo forcibly addrefs 
Ris frail creatures in general, by this, fingtilar appel- 
lation, in the words of the prophet Jeremiah/ xxii. 
19, O earth, earthy earthy bear the word of the Lord, — * 
fey whatever ftile, title, or dignity the cuftom ot 
th6 worW, and merrmay call us, this our right name, 
pfdlVOailced' by the prophet> doth Ihew us truly 
iiohat^ toe are, for thus He plainly rianied us, who 
Rno\\^th beft' both what wg bcy and what mofl: 
juftly We" fhoiiki ht called -y and when hd fpeaketh 
•tof u-s by the mouth of his faithful apoftle St. Paul, 
fin Romans iii. 9th and following verfes j who copicdE 
tlte defcription troiri his ^^rvant David, the ciharader 
i^dhl^ fuller, not mbr^ favour able.- Mi men. Jews and 
Gey^ileSy ffays Ke) areund^jin\ as it is written, there 
is Hdni: fight eothy no not ohey th^re is none that under ^ 
fiandethy there is none ihatfeeketh after God. They are 
4ll g0ni out' of the way ; they are altogether become, 
unpnfitabbe ; fheir throat , is an open Jtpklchre -, witlst 
their tonpi'is they have ufed deceit \ the 'fcijon cf ajps 
is undei^weif- ifpSy'whofe mouth is full of cnrfing and bitter^ 
flejs. ^htfr feet are fwift fofhed blood \ deflruEiion andmifery 
arfifi fhii^waySy and the way of peace they have not known : 
Thef^e is no feft^lif God before their eyes. — And in the 
}tith ^6^\ ver. 32, he faith, God hath concluded them aS 
ih MbYtief.thdt be might have mercy upon all. Again, 
C^al . i i i . 2 2 . ) "The Scripture bath concluded all under fin. 
Vol, L C ; that 
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that the promife hy faith of Jefus Chrifi Jbouldhe given 
unto them that believe. And m many other parts of 
his writings^ the fame apoftle painteth us in our 
true colours ; calling us the children of the wrath of 
God when we are born ; faying alfo^ that w« cannot 
think a good thought as of ourfelves^ much lefs can 
ve fpcak well, or aft well {i. e. religioufly) of our 
mere natu ral powers. Solomon, in xxi vth Pro. ver. 1 6^ 
declarethj that even thejuji man falleth Jcven times in 
a day^ that is, finneth very often in one fhape or other, 
through the natural infirmity of his flcfti. Even 
that tried, approved, and holy perfon Job, moft 
juftly feared, and queftioned the -value of his 
works. And St. John the Biptift, whowasJanSlified 
even from his mother* s womb, who was in a manner ex- 
alted by the mighty power of God before he was 
born, being called an angel or holy mcffenger, and 
great Nbefore the Lord ; nay, who was filled with 
the Holy Ghoft even from his birth, the preparer* 
of the Saviour's way, and declared by ,Chrift nim- 
felf to be more than a froph^^ and the greateft that was 
born of woman, yet we know, even this Holy In* 
ftniment (fenfible of the flelhly iil^eritance he 
brought with him) did openly declare, that he 
had need to be wafhed himlelf by jefus Chrift^that 
is, to be purified through his grace and oy hjs atone* 
ment. Even this man, I fay/ ^oth highly and 
worthily extol and glorify his Lord and Mafter, 
and humbleth himfelf, as being wholly undeferving 
the honour of doing the lowcft office for him; of 
untying hi* very fandals ; but givtth all the glorf 
to the Ldrd, who raifed him up to be his fcrvant. — 
Is not this enough to humble us ? Shall we who 
the beji of us partake fo little of this Holy Spi- 
rit, who continually refill his operations, whofe 
brighteft works are fullied with felfilhncfs, pride, 
or want of charity, (hall fuchunprofit5.ble fer- 
yants, (confcioUs as we mull be that wc art-io] 
ihall we prefume to arrogate any merit ? inflead 
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of dwding the necellity of that living principle 
to render us at all acceptable to the Almighty j 
inftead of drawing from that living fpring, the 
water that nou^iftieth unto life ? Surely it muft 
lower us in our own eftecm, when we confider how 
often and fully St. Paul confeflcth himfelf (whca 
fpeaking of the niere natural man) to be both weak 
and wretched ; when we find him like a mod wife and 
faithful fervant, giving all the praife unto his Lord 
and Matter Jefus Chrift, by whgfe powsr^ be w^s 
what he leas. Not /, faith he, hut Chrtft that is in me, 
doth the good, that is, he humbly attributes all his 
ftrength to the power of that grace, obtained for 
him by the intereft of Chrift ; or in other words, to 
the regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit on his 
xnind* — And Saint John, (ift JEp. i. 8, &c.) the 
^lefled Evangelift, maketh this open and true coi>- 
fefllon both in his own name, and in refped: to all 
other holy men (however exemplary and juft) If we 
Jay that toe have no Jin^ we deceive our/elves j and the truth 
is not in us. If we cmftft our fins ^ he is faithful and 
jujl to fergiv^^ us bur fins ^ and to.cleanfe us from all un- 
righteoufneJs% ^Jf we fay that we have not finned^ we 
make him a Uar^ ^tUbis word is not in us. And fot 
the j^mc reafon) the Wife Man in the viith of Ec- 
clefiatlef, ver. ao,d€clarethpofitively,7'i'ia//i&^^ is not 
a juft man upon Anh that doeth good, and finneth not. 
And though David is afhamed of hislin» yet he for« 
beareth not to covfefs it. — And if we ftudy his peni- 
tential pfaltns^ we fhall there obfcrvc, how often, 
how earneftly^ how grievoufly he doth implore 
God's needful mercy towards his offences, and 
that He would not enter into judgment with him.^-^ 
Again how . duly did this holy perfon weigh his 
faults, when he acknowledgtth that they are fo 
many, fo hidden, ai)d hard to underftand, that 
it is in z m^ impoflible tp kp.Qxsi^ to alter, 
9r to nunwer them. Wherefore Having a true, 
earned, and deep cpnfideratioa of bis Sns, and 
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yet not being able to jelt them aH, he fuppH- 
cates the Almighty to pardon his mofi/ecrei faults, xt> 
the knowledge of which he cannot attain^ fo nume- 
rous are they> and fo blended in his nature. He 

. traceth them, honeftly to the firfl toot, to the ori- 
ginal fpring ; noting the motions, provocations, 
the very firft buds, branches, infe<ftious taints^ 
deli res, and fenfe of them, which he humbly con- 
feflfes llill continue in him ; and under this con»- 
viAionhe exclaimeth in the lift. Pfalm, ver. 5. Behold 
I was Jhapen in wickednefs^ and in Jin bath my mother 
conceived me. In the original, it is not in Jin, but 
Jins, for as much as, out of one inexhauftible foun-^ 
tain fpringeth all the r^.—- But we have a ftill' 
highef authority for the inherent vilenefs and in- 
efficiency of man. For bur Saviour Chrift laithj 
there is none futely good but God;, and that we can da 
nothing good v^ithout him, i. e. without his fanc- 
tifying help. He hath commanded us all to- fay, 
that we are unprofitable. Jervants, tvm when we have 
done our beft. Here is an important leflbn of humi- 
lity and fubjetStion.-— Hfe preferreth the pepitent 
publican, before the felf-righteous boafting pha- 
rifee^. When he prppofeth himfelf ass ourfpirituaP 
Phylician, it is not to t^piem who think themfelves^^ 
whole, (for none are truly fo) but to fuch as fed 
themfelves difordered, and own the want of his 
healing hand to cure them. He teacheth us in o\ir 
prayers to confefs our trefpafles, and to crave ri^te- 
oufnefs, and deliverance from all evil, at the hands 
of our' Heavenly Father.— He decla^eth, that the 
fins of our own hearts defile us Continually.— -He 
convinceth us that, a wicked word or thought de- 
ierveth condemnation, according to the nature.' of 

. rigid juftice ; and aiFures us we fliall give accouilC 
for evei-y idle word, i. e. every finful, hurtfuf 
fpeech (unlefs repented of). He tells ^us' that he 
came on purpofe to- fave the* (beep that were ih^ 
danger of -being irttefly loff-. Whit a-43ltfled eonfty^ 
'• i t -" lation 
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Ution to every returning dinner ! He who cannot 
lie, and |hat laid down his life for the truth y faitk 
this. And it was on this account, that few of the 
pr-qudy learned, wife, and profejfidly ftriil, and pcr-» 
|e<3t Pharifees, were iaved by hi^n ; becaufe they 
wilhed to be juftified themfelves by their hypo* 
crify and^ fajfe godlinefs before men, whiiift they 
continued inwardly {oaded with all manner of im-^ 
purity, like painted fepulchres filled with dead 
jn^rt's bone^. Wherefore, my brethren, let us, 
alK>ve aU things^ beware of harboring this molt 
Jreacherous . habit ; thefe moft dangerous of aU 
error s,^. lyfpcrijyj vaiif'^Jory, and thcjujlifymg ^ mr^ 















': V . . ^HE SECOND PAHT, 



•^ , J^4Viif9;iio)y, ihewn you, tljiit. a thorough fenfe 
^f oy^ awn iffiperfe<5lioni^ is abfblvtely neceflary to 
ie^d'us'to ^;>right fenojv ledge of , God, by fetting 
before, yt>u t hq^ . humbly all godly perfons ha,y^ 
••f^lway^ i;hQMg^t, apd fpoken of themfelves,^ and ' 
that they arp ^9: ^Mght to do. by God their great 
jCr^atofuJft his holy ^ord i it nuiy be proper further 
|;0;ilr8ngtban,'^t^$,£n^fl profitable inftrudioii, by a 
few» more tcftin^onies. from the oracles- of tryth^ 
which fully. <:on|irm' our native indifpofition to^ 
yield good fifuit* . To this end we are likened to, 
the wU4 ^Aw trees, which have no property iu 
fbmfelvis, of proving fruitful, ui\til a bud; . or 
Wanch of the ^<?^^ tre^, is grafted into them. Again,, 
^ the earth was curfed for our fake, fo we, who in our - 
carnal nature are formed of the fam^/do partake 
|QQ fgiiiibly of it^ d^gener?,t;e4 fta,tCj and.confe^ 
• . ^ Q 3 ^ ' quently 
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qucntly of ourfelvcs, can yield but weeds^ nettles^ 
thorns, and briars. Thefc our natural fruits are 
copioufljr dcfcribcd in the 5th of Galat. Now the 
works of thefiijb are manifeft^ faith the apoftlc, which 
are tbefe, and then he proceeds to that long and 
black lift you will fee recorded in the 19th, loth, 
and 21ft verfes. For in ourfelves, we have neither 
faith, hope, charity, patience, purity, nor any thing 
clfe that is truly good, nothing but what hath 6een 
renewed in us by the free gift of God, and for which 
caufe, thefe virtues are nioft juftly called khc fruits 
of the Holy Spirit, and not the fruits of man.— 
Seeing then, all thefe things cannot he contra- 
didlcd, and fince fad experience unites with fcript 
ture to fupport the fa(^, l<:t us acknowledge our- 
felves before God, (as we truly are) moft milenibleA 
and unworthy finners. Let m eameftly repent;^ and 
humble ourfelves, and cry unto the Lord for mercy; 
let us all confefs, with he^rt and voicCj that we are 
burthened with iniquity ; let us examine our works, 
and own, that they are dreadfully deficient; and 
then we (hall no longer remain wife in our own 
conceits, nor dare to challenge merit from our very 
beft performances ; which being governed by thi 
felfifh principle, can never juftify us of themfehoes^ 
in the light of humble, pure, aijd faithful fervants.— 
But let us attend to a yjet more circumftantial 
evidence. Can any of us fay, we /^w God as truly 
as we ought to do, with all our heart, and UMif^, and 
fowei' ? Do we fear him as becomes us ? l>a we 
cvtnjfray to him, but with many, and great imper- 
fedions? Do we give, forgive, believe, live, and 
hope, as perfeftly as we ought? Do we fpeak, 
thiiiki and aft, without manifeft imperfeftions ? 
Do -we perfedly fight againft the devil, the world, 
and the flefh ? Only let confcience fpeak to each 
inquiry, and we nitift ftand condemned. Let us 
then no longer be averfe to fubfcribe to this me- 
lancholy tTuthj nay> to confefs that our choiceft 

• anions 
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a<ftiona are mixed with great impurity. To what 
fuperior righteoulhefs have any of us attained, to 
prevent our Taying with St. Peter, Lord^ I amaftnful 
mM\ or with the prophet David, fVe have fmmd 
with our fathers^ we have dim, am^p and dealt, very 
vnchedlyl Who is th^c. among us whom the lan- 
guage of , the {^odigal i^vi doe$ not in fome (hape 
or other fuitiPAril^? Let us, humbly adopt his 
penitent words, and fay, O Father^ we have finned 
againji Heaven, and before Thee, and are noi worthy to 
he called thy children. Let us follow the advice of 
Baruch i^ 15,. and fay. To the Jjord our God helongetb 
right eoujntfi, hut unto us the confufion (f faces ; ii. i %. 
for we kttve finned, we have doneuitgD^, we have dealt 
unrighteoufiy , in all thy ordinqncejt. — And the like hu-. 
piliatiag cpj^ifeHion of the prophet Daniel, teach- 
eth us the pra(fi;ice of all holy men in ancient times» 
. that it is pur bounden duty>,and fervice, to hum-* 
ble ourf^lves conphually, and to exalt, and praife^ 
and mj^gpify the Lord* Hear' the prayer and fup*. 
plications of that holy,^ wife, apd Angular favorite 
of the Wto'^ High* Lard, the great and dreadful 
Gody we have finned, and havf committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rehelled, even by departing 
from thy frecefts, and \hy ^ad^punt. Dan. ix. 4, 5, 
** Thus hstyifig^ fuch abundant proof afforded us, 
♦^ how evil !w* arc in ourjehes alone \ that we have 
neither goodfie(s, beip,^ or (^Ivation^ of our own im<^ 
mediate p9Jt^^» but on thcjcontrary that we are 
funk in <K^ravity, and finV and that the end of 
fuch a nature, ufiredemed, mpft fieceiTarily be eternal 
fumfhment. If, J fay, we dqeply w^igh, and dwcli 
upon this trutfu we fliall ^hen he better difpofed tQ 
underftand the bounteous ipercy of the Almighty^ 
towarc^f ,his helplefs crefiti^res, and tbCjiij^nner in - 
which fail vation is alone derived from /g&i Cb^i^. 
iFor fincc ;>r.oprfelvesi or by ourfclves^ . we fina 
|vo goniibitable'aifiurance df deliveraa^9 fr^m thaf 
9^ptivity h)to which the envy, malice, and artifice 
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of thccjcvil hath brought us, in c;onfcqucncc of out 
firft parent's difobedicnce \ and by which the in- 
fedious inheritance o^ariginfllfin^ was fpread through 
human nature: *fo having fflftdly'lpeaking), h<> 
means to purify ouritlvcs, or* one another, from 
this, inherent ftain/ we are ncceffariljr ]^d to Ijook 
up to God for help I for as wt are nowbyV^iSf^^^ chil- 
dren of .God*s wrath, i. el liable to punifhment, lb 
;t is by 'partaking of his regenerating fpirit, that 
our finfuf heafrs can be cTeanfed, ancf rendered 
capable of entering his holy prefence when we die, 
In this fqnfe ^ve are moft aptly corhpired tg Jheep 
that are pne'^ray^ hut who require a. tljrea:jng 
power t(^ lead ikem B^ik into that fold;' out of whict^ 
there is no Fa^ty. 1^ is moft clear theii, we mutt riot 
preliim^.to glory in^anj^ pofitive virtue of our 6wn ; 
\ve can' build /2jr»^/j^ opOTi. nothings but^t^e love 
and grace of God, wh'kh enable' us tp do an} rfiing. 
to pieaie him,* Withofit this qualificartpi^^'how-r 
ever plaiifible our wor^s rtiay feem' to th€ eye cf 
mail, they i^'ill neye^r be aole to endure the'ttria: and 
righteous judgment of Jefi^si and With a true fenfe 
of this, the prophet ^D^vjafajth moft ^ar deftly, 
Enternqt into jvpG\i^ifr^\vit^\tby J^rvanry ^O' Ldrd^ 
fir in TH'f' figkt jhatl 'nd^an Iv^^nr ^ejuftijted. '^(f 
God therefore we%uw^%^p\^fckpb^^^ OiiV- 

felves depi^ridant, wbrtRfi^titaturcfi) or .we fhall 
never find p'el^ce of toi^'&ltVfGeffpr h? V^hc^^atl^er 
pf all mercies, and^thfe GdS jb^ ill coh?dl^^ 
js the Lord of^ljonri'^is^epteoi^l'e^^^ M^ 

is the Gpd whp of hJ$niVv;n fi-e^'*fne^^^ us, 

.?ind Ihewdth' his'a^oniffiinb fove tqyli^^^'^uV; in 
that when man h^^'wrfi^lFytiihfefefled a\ld ruined 



pverWrttng injieritanc^' of pcac^ dnd "do/r. /; ' ^' -V 

Jjlow \j4iat fhoul4 ihj&hjfy'^our l6vc anaj4\ihijfhi^ 

tion fot this rich bdumy^'tihd heaVci^;^TioWe; *is 
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this, Thft \tw4s, not, xould not be for any previp^i^ 
jtierit dfours (tp whicji, ^it h^ Veen (hewn we^have 
ho planner of claim), biit opt^of his own infinite 
amid, tender/ companion for 0\jr wretched conditio^ 
by failed' nature, th^t God ordained the means of 
par |*^cdvqry. It is highly proper then, we ihoiil4 
encjuife {fince, pod could take no pleaCure in us iqi 
a fallen ftate) for whofe fake h? hath vouchfafed IQ 
receive us again to\favor ?. Why for thcj^i^^ or fpf* 
the horfor and glory, and'^tht'iugh' the nferits pf 
y^us pbrtfi^ the pure ind undefiled Lamb of God; 
rle. is me dearly fceloved'lSph by whom God'ji 
jpftice if aj6peafed arid fetisfiecJj^ . and folf >vhofe 
l^l^e He' is reconciled 4gaiil' to' man^ ^He is the 
'^'Lf^ml of Go4 that tahth i^way'ihejlm* of the ^orld; of 
yhdm only, it' ''can be trqly.l^oJcen, that b^ SJalf 
*ihmgs well. . TStonc 'but He* "can fay, i%e Prince ^f tbis 
pond 'is cdme'^'kuf in me ba^no^in^-^ and be aloric 
can alk", ,'d)hiib of ydu cm rep^cije me of any fault f 
He is' the high atid ev^erliylng' Prieft whp hat^ 
offered /bimielf bnjie f6r all upon thje ^Itar of the 
Cfofs, *ai)d;% i^l^at ^neoblatibfi hath')afj^<f ^^j/^i?y&i' 
^vermotjf them 'that drefanSl'^ed. H? i's tb"e prily 'me- 
diator bet>^'c^eit God and WiZxi^ wbo'paid pur ^hfojpj 

' to the l^ath^f In his own iDlp'op^ * an4 with tllat ba?,^ 
he<:lea:hfed us from all' (in by tjaving pbtained Ppr 
fafidlificatipn, or the power through his fpirit 61 
becoming WlVjiarlH freeing us both from the dp- 
thinion, an4 tii^'effedt of fin.** He is ^he Phyf\ciajj 
Hvho healeth 'tis' from all oiir difeafes, if fo be wd 
are obedient to apply his reihedics. JHfe is . fhc 
Savior who deliv^eth^ bis People fr^ni all ^ their 
offences, by the gifts of his gtace, iinxi precepts of 
hi^ Gofpel.' In ihort^ he iS ; that jeyer-JBpwing 

. and plenteous fountaiii, of v1)pfc fulne& we have 
all received in fome degree, for in him alpne, are 
hidden. all j:he tre'afures pf tlje M'ifdpm pf God, and 
|n him^ and by him, have we frpm God the Father 
all ffood* things needful for both foul and body. 

'^ • ' ' - ' ^' : ' ' ^* '■ dVhow 
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P \\ how decjply arcrwc bound, my fellow Chrlftians, 
to this our Heavenly^ F^rei^t, for thefe dll^ndant and 
gracious benefits, fo' largely dealt unto us in Jcfus 
Chrift, our Lord and Savior. What thanks fuffi- 
ciently worthy, can we poflibly give him'? Let us 
with one, accord break forth in joyfui praifc of 
heart mnd lips> ever magnifying His mod Holy 
Name for 4:his grand inftance of malrveUous love, for 

thefe ifleftimable . bl^fling^ conferred on us unwor- 
thy creatures. ' 

Aad that they m%k^ a. due imprefliony let us 
t)e careful never to forget f the ferious truths deli* 
yered to us at this tlm^, . Let us frequently rcfledt^ 
what we.^arc Xhx6\x'^ f alien nature^ moft finful, 
wretched, and jrubje<i: to jbc for eyqr deprived the 
happipefs of feeing ^6d, which is the completion 
of alVmifery ;" fhe'y^ry ftate of devils and con- 
idfmned fp|rits. . T^urtlier, that in' this ftatc, riot 
being abje . of ouffelves alone; tp' think a good 
xhpughtj'or work at gopd de^d^'y^e can encourage 
lio hope of fal vat ion, but rjathef , pvery thing that 
i^dpeth pur feparation from a. God of all . perfec- 
"jion, _And laftly, .we,lhouId never! lofc fight of 
pat Diy.ine Frjend for VhoTei merit fake ihtirely, 
we have again iJ^^ adopted as /on^^ ^n^ >nade capa^ 
pie of partaking a better nature/ "\ ' //., 
. This conclufiye. conlideratiori Jeads to a fuller 
enquiry how thefe exceeding great ahd^frecioHS ^iftf^ 
thed abroad in our hearts through Cf\rijl Jefus, arp 
to be obtained by us ; a^s alfo in wbaf ^manner we arg 
delivered from the captivity of Jin^ lieath\ and bflii 
but* this muft be deferred to another opportunit)rj 
when with God's help, thefe very i^paports^nt poir^ts 
fliall be explained to you. 'In thi? mpin tim,e, let 
us earneftly- pray to God, to t^each u^ .thoroughly 
the extreme depravity of our own hard hl^artsi 
whlcl^ (in proportion as we difcover, it) will etfec:- 
tuaily filence all vain bpaftinjg of owr own good 
works, our miferable performances, 'wKicIi are To 

terribly 
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terribly polluted hf felf-love« and endlefs error* 
Let us alfo ^ ever grateful for the exceeding love 
of God towards us> and confefs, that as when left to 
our own imaginations^ we are apt to run into all 
manner of e^U anddeferve punifliment ; fo of Him 
Cometh all AOodnefs and falvation> as He declareth 
by His proptiet Hofea^ xiii. 9. O Ifraeh thm buft de^ 
firvfti thjfdf^ but in me is thine help. In this comfort 
therefore^ we may fecurely reft, that if we thus 
hupablc ourfelves in the fight of God^ we may be 
furCj tbat in his good time« he will i:aife. us to the 
kingdom of his ever blefled Son« our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, to whom with the Father^ and the Holy 
Sptritj be all hpnor and gloryj for ever and ever. 
Aipcn<» 
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i* THE Editor trufts if is almoft need- 
Icfs to premife concerning thefe two difcourfesj 
which include feveral parts in the original, that the 
fubjed: of the whole being fo nearly conneded, it 
would have been almoft impoffible, without entirely 
new modelling the argument, to avoid the repetitions 
that muft be very confpicuous, after all his endeavors 
to leffen their number. But as the foundation of the 
Chriftian's moft^fubftantial hopes is here particu-* 
larly laid down, and as all defcriptions of people 
are fo materially interefted in the thoftugh under^ 
Handing of this dodlrine, too much plainnefs furely, 
cannot be employed, at the expence of more elegatat 
compofition; too great attention to which might 
exclude the general benefit intended by this woi4&» 
And he hopes, the obvious,;and effential reafons for 
ftridly adhering to the manner of the original, in 
this refpedt, will be admitted as fufficient apology, 
wherever he has been conftrained to relinquifli his 
endeavors at refining tbe ftyle, in favor of the more 
valuable confideration of prjficuity of expjrcfllon. 
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discourse" hi. 



Of the Salivation of Mankind from Sin and Death eternal^ 

by Cbriji our Savior only. 



Rom. iii. 33, 24. 

Tor we have all Jinnedj and come fhort of the glory of 
God I being juftified freely by his grace ^ through the 
redemption that is in Chrtft Jefus. ^ 

WHEN we ferioufly confider the declaration 
here made by the Apoftle, that all men are 
finners ; that there is none that doth good, in the pure 
fenfe of the expreffion, and if we attend to the 
dreadful confequence of this» that no one can be 
admitted into heaven without fomc qualification 
capable of giving pleafure to Him tuho inbabitetb 
eternity I wc muft be convinced, that t;he fallen ftate 
of man leadeth naturally to funijbment ; or which is 
the very fame thing, to the being fhut out from the 
fight of an all-perted Cod : and of this, we haVe 
fi manifeft proof from the. confcioufnefs and felf- 
condemnation of our firll parents immediately upon 
their tranfgrcflion, for it is written, that inftead of 
receiving comfort as ufual, from the prefence of 
their Maker, they hid themfelves when they heard the 
voice of the Lord God in the garden. 

All men then, being more or lefs breakers of 
God '4 commandments^ no onej by the worth of 

his 
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his own deeds (although to men like himfelC' they 
may wear the faired appearance) can be juflifiedj 
or efteemtd ftri(My dcferving' pardoni m the eye 
of God ; and cortfequently in order to attain favor, 
he muft neceffarily look for fome ^/i?^ juftification 
at God's own hands ; that is to fay, he muft truft 
wholly t^ I&nt^ for the forgivenefs 6f his fins and* 
trefpaffcs. Now the jijftifi^ation ^hich we receive 
through God's free mercy, and Chrift's merits, if 
embraced, and applied by faiths is fufficient to 
aflure us eternal ba^i<Kf9 when- we die. 

But for the plainer underftanding a matter of 
fuch Mift importance, it will be proper to place 
the truth of this dodlrinc in every poflible light we 
can employ ; and in order to fix its true meaning 
in the- mi nds of the unlearned, and that perfons of 
the floweft Capacities may be equally benefited by 
it, wemtiftnotbe content with a ihort, elegant, 
or more artificial method of treating it, but we 
muft give it the full.eft examination ; repeat y illuftrqte^. 
^nA enforce it^ in the cleareft terms, and ftrongeK 
language w^e cart ufe. 

And firft/ it is ouf duty well to weigh sind con-* 
finually tt> remembef, the great love of God', whtf 
when th^ whole world was involved in fin, througHr 
difobediehce, moft* gracioufly fent his only Son oxir 
Savior Jefus Chrid, to fulfil the lay for U5, i. e. tcf 
dbi M^hat through degeneracy and frailty we could' 
Hot perform of ourfeTvfes alone ; and by the" ftiecf- 
ding; hx^ moft precious blood; to offdr a faicfrifice,. 
and fatisffadrion, dr (as it may be called) an amends" 
tb his Father for our fiAs, by rene'wing in the fdlerf* 
ciresdctirc a c?iipz:c\tj of recovery. By this ad he rc^ 
doitciled God to man again; making away fbr'tt\e'nV 
tto cfca-prthe rfatigbr' to which their depravity exr- 
j5ofed them, and which in the rtataref of thirtgs*, 
could never have taken plate, while mankind con- 
tinued dverwhelmctf in* \Vickednefs, through thfeir 
dA*7< fault, and i^ittroiit a* power to rdtorrr them^ 
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felvesi For the deadly infedlion of fin did fo defile 
every thing th^t was born of Adam, that even 
-infants partook of the diforder ; htit by virtue of 
this redemption^ being baptized, and if dying in their 
infancy, they are waihed by this facrifice from the 
liriful ftain of their polluted birth, and having never 
rejeAed the aflifting grace of Chrift, by adlual 
tranfgreflion, are through his merits reftored to the 
favor of the Almighty, and accepted as his children, 
and inheritors of the deliverance, and bleffing pur- 
chafed for them. 

Further: they who in word, and deed, dojpoft- ♦ 
lively fin after baptifm, if they turn unto God by 
unfeigned repentance, and fhew their converfion 
by the fruits of God's grace on their heartSj^ even ^ 
they (h^U experience the benefit of this heavenly 
wafi)ingt that is, remiffion of their fins through this 
facrifice,. fo that no remaining fpot Ihall render 
them liable to puniihment, for there is now no con-- 
:dmnatiQn to them who are in Chrift Jefus^ who ixjialk mt 
tfter the fiejh^ but after the fpirit. Rom. viii. i. 

This is the jufl:ification, or righteoufnefs, (as if is 
alfo fometimes called) which St. Paul mentions in • 
^the fecond chapter of the Galatians and 1 6th verfe ; 
where he fays, that a man is not juftified by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Jefus Chrift^ which we 
jnay paraphrafe or explain thus : the formal and 
inoft pun<9:ual obfervance of the law, cannot of 
i^^juftify, or obtain pardon, exclufivc of the grace 
of Chrift, by which alone, any works are qualified, 
by which only in fadt, any good works can be per^ 
formed, for He being the author of the regeneration of 
our nature, every degree of good, proceeds in ctmfer 
quen(^ of th^it change, and this "equally proves, that we' 
muft not expe(5t to be juftified, without fome material 
good efFedt appearing in our lives. Thefenfe then, 
of being juRifitd freely is this j that the creatuiie 
through breach of the firft covenant, having for*- 
feited that affiflance, which every dependant being 
- .Vol. I. D needs; 
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needs ; having loft all power of continuing upright^ 
andjtiftly merited condemnation ;— 'whatever God 
was pleafed to do for him in fuch a wretched ftate^ 
muft fo far bcjree, as being in no right oi juftice, 
claim f or promife. 

But though this juftification is thus freely be- 
llowed, yet it is not fo far free, that no rmijom isr 
paid ; and fhould the fhallow reafon of man attempt 
to argue in this manner ; that if a ranfom is paid 
for our redemption, then it is vot given fr«ely, be- 
caufe a prifoner who is ranfomed, cannot be {aid 
-to be delivered ^^<?/y ; yet, as God was free to pro- 
vide, and accept the ranfom, we muft refolve aH 
fuch points by the unerring wifdom of the Moft 
High; who hath plainly fo tempered his jufticc 
and mercy together, that he would not let rigid 
juftice conlign us over to the eternal captivity of 
the devil, nor yet exexcife his mercy in our clear 
deliverance, without due honor being paid to his 
juftice, which was fully fatisfied, by the high value 
of the ranfom. But ftill, the benefit procured by 
itj is wholly /r^^, becaufe Chrift freely offered hiwfelf 
for uSy while we were yet in ourjins ; fo that infinite 
mercy and juftice are equally concerned in the, 
completion of this a6t. God accepts the virtue to 
be obtained through faith in the fecond Adam, as 
a means, or condition of reconciliation, for the 
offence of tht firji man ; for tht effeil of the ranfom, 
i% clearly this ;-r-He hath again put us in a way, or 
given us a power, to become the Jons of God. 

And herein, we muft repeat, that God's tender 
love towards the children of men is magnified paft 
all exprelTion ; finee, as has beea (hewn, even when 
they /had refufed his firft prote<!iion, and that it 
was impoffible to renew themjelves, he delivered them 
from the inevitable flavery?bf fin and death, and 
provided a remedy for fo defperate a condition ; 
fio Icfs than the coming of his well-bclovcd Son io 
the flefh, who^ accoarding to God's holy purpofe, 

did 
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;did .perfonalfy^ fulfil thfe whole law^ and iiifchatge 
the debt his Father's j.uftice called for ; becoming 
at once an atonement for fini .and the author of- a 
new principle of life in uis* Thus truly may wfc 
defcribe the great myltery of redemption, in ,thei^ 
words of David, Pfalm Ixxxv^ lo, Metxy andtrtolf 
are met together y right ecikfmfs and pace have kiffed each 
0her4 , . . . 

Now concerning the union of God's juftice and 
mercy in this grand myftery, which exceeds thie pre* 
fent conception of weak and linful mortals ; St. Paul 
ipeaks largely in feveral places. In the third chapter 
of the Epiftle to the Romans, an/i the words of the 
text, 23, 24, 25, he fays. All have Jinned and come 
Jhort of the glory of God, hut are juftified freely by his 
GRACE *, through the redemption that is in Chrtfi yefus^ 
kvhtm God hath Jet forth to be a propitiation (or peace 
offering) through faith in his blood, to declare^bis righ^ 
teoufnefs 'for the remiffion of fins, that arepqfi, through 
the forbearance of God* And in the viiith chapter, 
ttnd 3d verfe, we fee the neceJjSty of the ranfipm, for 
what the law could not do, in that it was weak, through 
-theflefb, God fending his own f on in the likenefs of fnfid 
fejh, did for fin, condemn fin in the flejh, that the righ^ 
teovfnefs of the hw might be fulfilled in ^as ^ who Walk not 
fifter the fiefh, but after the fpirit f . And again, in 
the xth chapter and 4th verfe, he declareth, ^hat 
Chrifi is the end of the law for righteotifncfs, to every one 
that beiieveth^ 

* That is» the f^vo( ihewn them by becoming their ranToixi^ and 
the power a^rded them of livitig tdigibufly :— -this U what is un« 
derftood by gra<te, heire; 

. t Or, in other wotds^ who b^ the above grace; or power, 
afforded theih^ do^ through, faith in Chrift; dole with the^infln- 
toce of thift bleiicd fpiHt, to mortify the deisds of the fleihs not 
building on their (nm righteoufnefs (i, e; pUcing any tkerit in what 
tiiey cando; by mere codftitotional foJrtitiide of body^ or mind}, 
but in the righteoufnefs of God, or the grace of God working in us 
CO do good ; but loloi an imputed Hghteoiiibefsr to tbofe;, t|X whoa 
m/rmts efface jafptar% 
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In thefe paflages it is evident, the Apoftlc de- 
figns to point biit threfc things particularly, which 
tnuft go together in our juftification. Firft on 
God's pairt. Tits free mercy and grace; fccondly 
on Chritt's part, the fatisfadion of God's juftice, 
or the price of oiir redemptioni by the facrifice of 
himfelf, and the fulfiHing of all righteoufnefs % and 
thirdly on our part, a true and lively faith in the 
'Merits of this Saviour, which will appear in humi- 
lity of mind, and purity of life; but which is nor 
ours^ in the fenfe bf an inherent natural poflTedion, 
Vat is efFedled by God's working in us. From all 
which it is{ evident, that nolefs provifion hasbeea 
made to fatisffy God's juftice, than to exalt his 
mercy. The ranfom, or as St.'Piul cxprefles it, 
the propitiation which God bath fet forth , doth effeiftu- 
ally eftablilh both. God's iiAmtt jjufltce hath in no 
Ihapc fuffcred by the exertion of his abundant 
'grace \ which only lowereth the jtiftfce of «^»V per- 
formances, as' to ahv ihtrinfic hierit, or* original 
t^ufe of pardon*. And it is for tTiis-reilpri that 
St. Paul declarcth nothing on' the part of man, 
towards his being julVifted, but a true and Hvely 
faith y becaufe he fpeaketh of thor 'ground and caufe 
of jpardon. And even rhis faith is the gift of God, 
ind not man's own work, independant of regene- 
rating grace. * 

But here we rriiift carefully attend in what fenji 
this faith is to be underftood to juftify alOne, left 
we fhould be led into the dangerous fecurity of a 
deaditkxih, and many other perniciou$ errors. Now 
this faith the apoftle fpeaks of, do^s "by no :mc;an3 
exclude the works of repentance ^ hope j love^ and the 
fear of God, to be joined with it,* in theperfon 
juftified ; thefe being the cfleiitial /m/i bf a lively 
faiths and the only certain marks of it ; but it onljr 

*' Juftification, or pardon of (inful daft and aihes, is doubtleis an 
aft of infinite mercy towards us, fhewn only for the fake t)f what 
tShrift has done for us, and enables us by his grace tp do, 

6 taketh 
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taketh from them the office of juftifjring; chat is; it. 
denies their being the primary pure^tf^ of pardon* 
which we cannot too often a(fifm, is the free mercy 
of God in Chrift ; fo that although they all unite ia 
them that are juftified, yet are they not what wholly 
and truly 15^^^ their juftification. 

Again ; this faith doth in no degree Icflen the 
expediencyy or the reward of our good works, which 
are politively necejary to be done upon the reli- 
gious principle of ferving God, in the manner he 
has exprefsly commanded us in Holy Scripture, 
all the days of our life. It only depriveth them of 
fuch an abfolute virtue to obtain God's favour, 
as may guard us from depending on them folely for 
that end ; and the reafot^ they can have no fuch vir- 
tue appears moft clearly, becaufe we muft be fen- 
fible all the good works that we can do, are mifer-^ 
ably itnferfeSly on account of the frail nature in 
which they are nianifefted, and therefore no way 
able to deferve being juftified ; for we are all- at 
beft unprofitable Jervants I and though it is politively 
need&l for a tree to hc^r fruit, or wc cannot deter* 
mine its kind, and excellence, yet ftill as the caufit, 
of fruitfulnefs proceedeth from the root that con-, 
veyeth fap and vital power to the branches, fo our 
jullification may be truly faid to come through the 
mere mercy of God, and that fo great and frcc^ 
that when the whole world (by reafon of its dege- 
neracy) was quite unable to contribute iny thing 
towards their ranfom, it pleafed our Heavenly 
Father, without the fmalleft merit in the crjeaturc,. 
to renew a capacity of falvation, by preparing fo^ 
us that moft precious ranfom laid down by Jefus 
Chrift> which in the riches of God's love and wifdbm* 
Ihoyld be fufficient to fatisfy for the debt our tranG* 
greffions had incurred ; and to reconcilcV rcdtccmj 
and regenerate the fallen race of man. Thus Chrift 
is become the righteaufnefs ,of all wUp truly believe 
in him j and in him, and by him, every real chrif- 
tiau may be called a fultiUer of the^ jaw^ becauf<s it 
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U for his fAi we are accepted, and that he fup* 
plieth the grace to work out our falvation ; for 
when we were ir> fin, and of courfc incapable of 
pleafing God, Chrift died for us, by which atoning 
a<ft of mercy. Divine jufticc was appcafed, and 
that amends made, which man*s infirmity coui4 
never have efFcftcd ^. . • ' * 



I 



THE SECOND PART. 

You have now heard of whom all men ought tq 
feck their juftification and rjghteoufnefs ; and that 
this is derived to them through the merits and 
death of Chrift ; you have been ihewh likcwife, 
that three things are required to the abtaming this 
righteoufnefs, ift, God's mercy ; 2d, Chrift*»s juf- 
tice (or the fati3fadion he has made) ; and 3d, a true 
and lively faith on our p^^rt 5 out of which faith 
good works do naturally proceed. It has alfo beeq 
^undantly proved, that no man can be juftified^ 
pardoned, or accepted of God in confeqUence of 
bis own workss (however moral) but for the fake of 
Qhrift, who is the caufe of any degree of good in 
human nature, unc^er every difpenfs^tion of Go(i 
tp m^n ; ^i>d in rcfpe<5t to ck^ijiians this is the ge- 

• 

• Wic do i^ot receive this do^rine as if Cbrift liad done m part, 
arad we of ourfelv^s done. Were fufHcient for the other ; ^ut we' 
ipprebend* it to npean, that He hath obtained foi us 'the power to 
((ecome t^f fons of God, by our partaking of the Divttie nature ihxo' 
grace ; if we do not rdlft* but co-operate with the motions or in* 
fluefnce of his Holy 'Spirit. In this fcnfe, we take the words of the 
tlomily. He fatJ tie tanfom hj bit deaths be fir tbem fulfilled the 
Ifnn in tbi$ Iffel ' In thiir fenfe, he rauft truly be confidered as our 
ptgbtewfiiefi, that we (heW forth bis Ufe in m, and not that we mufl 
exped to be faved by his nghteoufneis, independent of its gracious 
*: efims upon the foul, i. c. while we continue iMjutt whic)i he came 
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nuine principle that mud urge and encourage them- 
10 do their duty. And that no man can fulfil the law, 
according to its ftridt demands, appears ftill further 
evident, by this argument of St. Patil in the third 
chapter of the Gal. 2 1 verfe. For if therfi had been 
a law given, which could have given life^ verily right e^ 
oufnefs Jhould have been by the law. And again, in the 
fecond chapter and laft verfe, he confirms his aifer- 
tion in thefe words, If righteoufnefs came by the law, 
then Chriji is dead in vain ; that is to fay, unnecejfa^ 
rily, a3 man might in that cafe have fatisfied God^s 
juftice hy fulfilling the law; whereas, he now need- 
eth Chrift's aid, to do any thing acceptable to God, 
Without me^ fays he^ ye can do nothing : further the 
Apofble adds. Gal. v. and 4. JVhofoever of you are (or 
would ht)juJHJied by the law, ye are fallen from grace, 
that is, ye clear\y deny its power and ufe, in that ye 
tfuft to your own performances, flighting theaflift- 
ance of grace, and relying upon your own ftrength ; 
and he continues to defend the do(9:rine in his epiftle 
to the Ephefians, fecond chap. 8th verfe, /(?r J^ 
^race areyrfaved through faith, and that not of your- 
selves, (it was through no merit or ability of your 
own that ye obtained it) for it is the the gift of God, 
and not of works, left any man Jhould boqft, ; left any 
man (hould want that fpirit of humility which is'ire- 
quifite for the difcerning and tafting the power, 
wifdom, and goodnefs of God in his redemption; 
and to be (hort, the fpm of all the Apoftle's reafon- 
ing is this, that if juftification coineth of works, then 
it coffieth not of grace ^ and {/^ it be by grace, it then catfnot 
b£ of works. In plain words, man's , own virtue 
and the grace of GocJ are two very diflferent things, 
the one fuffeth up, the other furifeth, bjut, th^ fruits of 
the fpirit which are the effects of s^^ .favjing faith,^ 
they nourilh unto life, J^nd St. Peter eftablilhes. 
this dodrine in thcfe;Words of the Xth chap, of tb^ 
AiSts, and 43d yqrfe, ?i Him giveaU th^^fr^ophets wit*. 

• frefs,thatthrqugh)?isf{fl^e^^kf^^^ 
r^five refnijion ofjins: not barely by believing or 
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giving aiTent to the truth of his life, fufFerings. 
and death, in this world ; nor by being well in- 
formed as to his Divine nature, and the particular 
prophecies concerning him; but, by ^ believing, 
as to partake of the undion of his Holy Spirit, 
by which alone we can truly call Jefus, Lord. It 
is thus only, that a true and lively faith in Chrift 
dothjuftify. It I's^thus^ that we are truly fa id to. 
be faved by faith tf/is^;?^, as it is diftinguiflied frbm 
any eflential merit in our works, as anorigipal caufe 
of being jultificd ; and this is the doftrine of the 
ancient Chriftian Church; to confefs that we are. 
deficient in ftrift juftice and righteoufnefs, and can 
only be rhade pure in the light of God, through 
ftedfaft faith in Chrift. To which St. Paul fub- 
fcribes moft plainly in the 9th verfe of the 3d 
chapter of the Philippians, wiftiing to be found in 
Him not having his own righteoufnefs which is of the 
laWy but that which is through the faith of Chrift ^ the 
righteoufnefs which is of God by faith to the purifying the 
fold. In which words the Apoftle intimates, what 
he can do through Chrift helping him, above every 
thing his own natural powers ican efFed:, which he 
finds fuUied by weaknefs and imperfedtion, and 
therefore defireth the righteoufnefs which is of God by 
faitby that is, the confidence in the grace of Chrift to 
qualify his works ; that holinefs and purity of 
heart, which God beftows on all who earneftly 
implore it, and depend upon hi^ fupport through^ 
out their chriftian warfare. 

After what has been faid upon this fubjed, it 
mayalmoft feem needlefs to add any thing further, to 
render it better underftood : but as it is an article 
of fuch very great confequence both to the prefent 
peace, and eternal welfare of mankind, we cannot 
be too careful to guard againft the \t^^ miftake zoT\r' 
cerning it, Although therefore we do frequently 
read both in fcVipture, and in the works of the beft, 
and carlieii chnthain wjitersj that wc are juftifie4 



by ^aith only, freely, 2ind mtban works ; never tlic^i- 
lefs it may be proper to remind you of the trwe mcaA^'. 
ing oi this expreflion 1 and in order that you may 
receive and retain a f^fiS fcnfe of it, you muft ex^ 
ercife your patience in attending to, and reconiider^ 
ing it in every form in which it may be defci^tbed; 
and however we may repeat the fame thing nearly^ 
in different words, it is our ^ucy to fpare none that 
may affift in teaching you this leading principle of 
Ghriftianity. Obferve then, that When the Apoftk, 
the Holy Fathers, and other pious Authors aflert^ 
that MX are juftified hy faith alone, thoy mean not, 
that faith is a Jefaratt thing in man, and that no 
other chriftian virtue need appear in him, or that* 
it ever did or can dwell in him at any time as^ a- 
diftinSl^ inaSlive principle ; and when they fay that 
we be juftified freely, they mean noxftee of all go0 
deeds, but free of M virfue in them to prievail on- 
God to pardon, further than as they are the efFe<3: of 
a renewal in our fallen nature, through grace, and* 
the influence of the promifed feed. They* meaiv 
not hy faith alone ^^ that we can poflTefs it and after- 
Wards be idle, and that when we have faith nothing 

* It is true, fisith it the ruling coiidition of God's covenant wiiii 
piftn in Chrift, and that tvtty Chriftian is Jh ffr prepared for fal- 
vation through ySz//^ 9nly, as that no 9ther principle can animate 
and qualify a proper cbndudt in him ; but it is not true that feitji 
is the anly condition, or that }t faves of iffelf without producing 
any good fjfeii in thh lift. And this is TCiy clciur from St. Peter'a 
Exhortation 2d. £p. chapter i«« wherein he recommendeth all di* 
ligence to make their calling and ehBion Jure ^ by praying for gtacethaf 
they might add to their faith *virtue, and to nnrtue knonjtiledgc, and t9 
knonvledge temperance, and to temperance patience , and Uk patience gud^ 
linejs, and to godHne/s hrofhrrly kiudnej's, and to brothtrfy kindnefs cha^ 
rity* And he proves the eflential ufe and confequencc <^i thefe 
things hy what follows, verfe 8, for if thefe things be in ^au, and 
abound , they mttkeyou that yefiait neither be barren nor ttt^kathl in 
the knowledge of our Lora fefus Chr^ ; and further he faiA, he 
that lacketb thefe \ things is blind, and hath forgfittw tba^ be *was: 
purged from his o/dfns, and that fo an entrance Jhall be minifieref^ 
abundantly into the e^rhtJHng kingdom of our Lord andSavkur \ from 
which we may fairly 4^€lU4^ y/^ 9dMl fcm^iPHS: ^ QH^fiS^ 
iSQl)li|e4t0 9bre|Y^, , 

(urther 
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fiirther i% required on our pa^rts, or that wc are ft 
juftifitd without our good worksj that we may be 
rcgardlefs of ^^i^i; a^ go^d ^w^rks at all i (the error 
of which notions twill be tnore fully expofed in 
another dUcourfe)> ,but having now declared the 
Vfg^ivi . fenfc of the, cxpreifion, let us once mor^ 
sfdvert to its fofitive fignification. They mean 
therefore that the pucpofe of being reconciled to 
nian was a free ad of God's wifdom, and nvercyj^ 
without any thing being done by vcati to deferve it» 
suid that all th^ JatisfaSlory part, con&fts in the 
s^tonement^ and mediation of Jefus Chriil. 

Upon the whole therefore, it is evident, that this 
ftyingi " ^hat we are juftified by fj^ith freely, and with- 
out works,'* is fpoken, not to lower the neccflity of 
W0rking, but to take away clearly, all eiTential merit 
in any of our work$, as being in themfclves entirely 
inadequate- to juftify .us, or obtain our |)ardon at 
God's hands. It is fpoken, mofl plainly to declare 
the infufficiency of man, and the great goodnefs of 
God; our own innate weaknefs, and God's^ might, 
and power ; the impcrfedion of our beft adlions, 
and the moft .abundant grace of God through our 
Savior Jefus Chrift, unto wKom alone is due all 'the 
merit of ourjuftification. In other words, it is to 
ingraft, eftablifli, and improve i«i»////y in us, which 
is the very foul of all godlincfs. This is the faith 
the holy fcripture teacheth ; . jhis is the ftrong rock 
and foundation of the Chrillian religion. This 
dpdrine is maintained by the earlicft Fathers of the 
Chnftian Church, becaufe it magnifies Chrift's 
higheft glory, and abafeth the vain glory of man ; 
and whoever denies it, cannot be reckoned as a* 
r^^/ Chriftian, fince to diminilb the Savior's praifC;^ 
we fhgill be found to encourage human pride. 

After all ; moft true as this dodrine is, yet it is 
highly expedient that the purity of jts principle 
fliould be clearly explained, and thoroughly cqfr\^ 
prehended; left, c^nalvaiid* ignorant people (hould 

borrow 
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{lorrow an ulijuft cxcufe through wilful, or rca^i 
jfnifunderflandingt to live wickedly after the defires 
pf the worlds the flefhj and the devih And it is 
(o the intent that no one ihouid fo grofsly and 
fetally err> that fuch pains are ^taken in this di(^ 
courfe to remove all poilible miilakesj ^d prevent 
encouragement of carnal liberty; to deflroy the 
plea^ that becaufe «man is weak, and that he may 
think Chrifl: has already don^ every thing for hims 
therefore any kind of fin may be committed, or 
imgodly Uving be the more indulged, depending oa 
jthe freedom of his pardon. 

To ftrike at the root of all fuch dangerous no- 
tions that may lurk under covtx oi fr^e juftificatim 
through Cbriji, we muft ever keep in fight, the 
material c^iftindipn of God-s good-will towards 
man, and the daUes of man to God.. That though 
our pardon and recovery is npt efFefted by any 
ad: of our^, but by the free grace of God, yet we 
V^mQ^ demonftrate fome ajfurance or Jign that we are 
in the ftate of adopted children ; which can only be 
done iby fincerity of obedience^ Doubtlefs, it is the 
liigheft prefurnption that Antichrift can fet up 
againft God, to fay that a man can cleanfe, and take 
^way his fins, and fo juftify himfelf by his own? 
works *; for ferfeSion, belongeth not to man ;. but 
repentance; and a fuitable life, axe pofitive condi- 
tions of the gofpcd. As to pardon of fin, it is the 
office of God only, free as the power of his firft 
creatipn i it is not a thing which we can offer, but 

^ The ab(4)(i|^y a^d impqffibili^ of any fuch things w31 s^peat 
mod manifeft, if we only take a view of the cxeature, in the very 
fird flate of his fall : for havinjg broken the covenant, incurred a 
depravity of nature, and loft the power he was originally endowed 
withi — )vhat work could he poiBbly do» to ineratiaie himfelf again 
l^ith God ? l^ whofe fupport aloQe,. he could have flood io the 
fecginning, and which he had wilfully defertcd ; or how of Mmielf 
couhi he attain a perTuafion, th^t God would again be fiilly recoiw> 
filed «o htm ^on ihe contrary, he food Mf-coodenned, as beiog 
fbrpugh xtbdCoi) tujrnedr&Qm Iwiwi 

which 
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which wa receive; the effcft of hi$ frce*.will and' 
mercy^ tHat^man fliould be redeemed, and that, only 
dirough fihe merits of our iblefled Redeemer^ Savior^ 
and:Jufti6er, Jefus Chrift* 

To conclude: In this doArine of falvation by 
Ghiiib only, wo fee all falfe apd improper ideas of 
iait^ are completely done ;iway : it prelerves us 
f{tom harboring any unfafe. dependance upon its 
power, as.an ad« of our own. mind, any more than 
upon any outward performances it may produce i 
JDr though faith, is certainly the leading principle 
of a^ion in the chriftian's heart, which prepares 
him for God's prefint favor, and final acceptance, 
which enable^ us to embrace, and hold fafl: the 
fimng truths of the Gofpel ; yet this, as has been 
ftiliy (hewn, is by no means a property of oiir fallen, 
mture ; we never could have admitted it, or expe- 
rienced its eifedis ; we never indeed fhould have 
tiwu^bf of it, had not Chrift rendered us capable 
of receiving it :— thus, moft truly, is Cbriji all in al/, 
aivl therefore is faith in its primitive and genuine 
fenfe, the gift of God; fo that we may juftly fay with 
ihe Apoftle, fFhere then is hoajiing ? 

To fum up and review the argument in very few 
words.-^It IS not properly a n^ere pelief in Chrift, 
or the faith of Chrirf that is within us, that juftifies, 
er makes us free from God's dilpleafure, and inti- 
tics OS to his mercy, (for that would be to account 
ourfeWes juftified by fometbing of our o^mi ; and at 
beft, our f^th \% fa deficient, that we are taught to 
pray. Lord help our unbelief) ; but the true meaning 
of jwftifying faith is' this; An inward convidlion of 
our own w.ants^ and infuSiciency to fupply thenij; 
W lo make o*ir pe^ce with Gpd j. and a thorough 
fenfe; that Chriit is neceffarily our Savior s that 
jjkhtiygh vre hear (jod*s w.ord, and .believe it; 
aithpi^lnwe hav?fa.i;h^ J;iftR?i. charity, rfp^ritan.ce, 
apid the j&ar x)f God, ^andl do ever So manygood 

works bcfides, yet that theiip *nrwie»i and allothep 
r;- good 
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good we have, fliall, or can do, are things far too 
weak and infufficient {oi tkemjelves) to merit eternal 
life. Further ; that we are even fo far indebted to God 
for them, that Chrift is the caufe of our having faith» 
and that thefe are the effe£is of that faith, but- they 
are in no refpedt the caufe of pardon ; for that, we 
mull truft only in God's mercy, and the facrifice 
which our High Prieft and Savior Chrift Jefus, the 
Son of God, once offered for us, before the begin- 
ning of the world, and perfedled on the crofs^ to 
obtain thereby God's grace, to help us to renew our 
nature, and to procure for us the remiflion of 
our original fin, as well as adlual tranigreflion 
committed after baptifm, upon our true repent- 
ance of the fame, and unfeigned turning to God 
again* And a ftronger impreflion cannot be left 
upon your minds, that Chrift is the only facri- 
fice, atonement, propitiation, or mediator be- 
tween God and man, than the example of St. John 
the Baptift, who, virtuous and godly as he was, 
yet in this article of forgiving fin, direfts his 
ftricfleft followers unto Chrift. Beboldy fays he, the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the fins of the world. 
To him you muft go if you would have life.— ^In 
like manner, great and godly as is the chriftian 
virtue of a lively faith ^ yet it taketh nothing to 
itfelf^ but leads us directly to its objedl Chrift, and 
teaches us to cxpeft pardon of fin through Ulm 
alone % for true faith in Chrift, in a manner fpeaks 
thus: It is not / that can heal your backflidings, 
and remit your offences, but Chrifl only^ and to him 
I dired: you for that purpofe.— You muft forfake 
all felfifti truft in any ejfential worth of your own 
good deeds, which heverthelefs muft ftill appear, 
as being the natural fruit of your life in Chrift ^ and 
the pofitive necelfity of which, will form the fub- 
je(3: of the next difcourfe. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 



S'ke Third Part on the fame SuhjeS. ; 



Gal. ii. 17. 

But if while we feek to be jujlified by Cbr0f we oHrfeh^ 
are found finners 5 is therefore Chrift the minifier of 
ftn? God forbid. : , 

> * * • ■ - 

IT hath been very fully (hewn you, in a former 
difcourfe upon this fubjeft, that no man Can 
perfedly fulfil the law of God ; and therefore, by 
the law, all menmuft ftand condemned. Inconfe- 
quence of this deficiency, fonie other thing feems 
neceffary to be employed for our falvation, befides 
the law. Now that, atj you* have plainly heard, is a 
true and lively faith in Chrijl^ bringing forth good 
fruit:, or a life conduced according to God's com- 
mandments. — ^The opinion of the ancient writers 
upon this point, hath likeAvife been fet before you i 
which is, that we truft in Chrift, that we are juftir 
.fied by him only, that is, by his merits, and the free 
mercy of God, and not by any worth of our own, 
as capable of deferving fo*.ineilimable a bleiling, the 
Son of Go^ hiqifelf, being the meritorious caufe. 

In the manner of treating this fubjed, you cannoi: 
fail tp obfervc, that a variety of words are ufed to 
fix the truth of a very ftiort aflertion : the reafon of 
this, is not only to fatisfy the minds of the unlearned^ 
And left thofe of flower capacities for reqeiving 

Icnowledj^ej 
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knowledge^ might not be equally profited by a 
ihorter, or more elegant method of eftablifliing the 
dodrine, but likewife to remove, as much as pofli* 
ble, ail cauietof contejBlion with, fuch popple as de^ 
light to bufy themfelves in di/puting about words ; 
and that the true meaning might not be eafily mif- 
taken. or any roifunderftanding or blame arife, for 
want of applying fuch words as fome might judge 
more proper than others, for the fulled explication 
of this do<9xia&^ theEefare«¥«ry> plain word has 
been employed, to furnifh the cleared fenfe of what 
was neceffary to be underftood by it. But notwith- 
ftanding all this precaution, men of unfettled minds, 
and contentious difpofitions, will ever be forging 
matter of chjeSfion, even where there is not the lead 
occafion : thtfe, however, are not to be regarded, 
if fo we can but profit thofe who are more dcfirous 
to know the truth, than to contend about it. — And as 
to deep and fubtle arguments, which only ferve to 
darken,. what:with due attention appears fufficienriy 
intelligible, we leave them to pleafe, or perplex their 
-own admirers. . • 

To proceed :— though it is mod true, andabun*- 
Antly clear from Scripture, that to fpeak properly 
oi juJHficationj (or freedom from pad fin by pardon) 
our very bed a<5):ions can never dejerve remiflion of 
fins, and of unjud perfcms, render us upright in 
the fight of God % but that we mud look up th 
Chridi in order to obtain that benefit ; yet, becaUlc 
<&ith is the particular virtue which fends us to Him 
for pardon of our oflTcnces, and that by it we ^m- 
,bracc and hold fad the promife of his mercy, whij^h*^ 
jio other work or Virtue doth equally prepare us for 
receiving ; for this reafon, I fay, it is, that the fcrip- 
liures affirm, that faith, without works, doth judlfy ; 
4)Ut thfcy never «fe the: term iri the fimple notion of 
Jiclievingy or truJUng, without demondrating any ^«^ 
^^om this gift of God. " And a'lfo, becaufe it is thfe 
ikmt -thing in effcdt, to affirm^ tliat feich without 

works. 
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works/or faith only^ juftifieth ; therefore the ancienp 
fathers of the church have, from time^ to time, e?- 
preffed our juftification by this mode of fpeech : 
^aith only juft^tb us ; meaning the fame witU 
St. Paul,'when he faith, pMb juft^tb mtboui works i 
that is, faith, without any previous works of' our 
own to de/erve the juftification. Faith, the original " 
iceatfeoi it, as being the/fi&/^Chrifl:ian grace, that ex- 
cites and qualifies all other virtues ; but by no 
means a faith that is fo)l lowed by no good 
works; for tha]t /We (hall fee prefently is a dead 
feith, or no faith at all. Now, as all this, is 
brought po pafs through the merits of Chf ift our 
Savior, and not by any of our ovsn^ we do, therefore, 
in refped to de/ervhtg^ in a manner deny any power 
even to ouf fkith itfelf, a< well as any fruits it yields ; 
and that for this ipjbvioMis reafon, becaufe our dege- 
neracy is fo great, through the taint, or depravity 
of original fip, that all t\ift ij^ wiphi-n us partakes of 
i^perfedion, whether faith, hope, charity, thoughts^ 
words, or work$ ; and on th^t agcoupc, impojSible to 
prevail with God to nferit any portipn of our pardon. 
This form of fpeech, then, has been adopteq, as the 
-ftrongeft that cbuld be found, whereby to humblf 
purfelyes before God, and give all the glory to hi? 
beloved Son, who truly, is beft worthy of it. 

Having difcourfed to you fo fully and plainly 
concerning the work of God in our juftificatiotit 
viz. that we receive it by his mefcy, in Ghrift, 
freely, without our w^V, and that it is applied 
phrough a true and lively faith in the fromi/e it 
is now time to declare %o you the office pf (Jyty 
of a true Chrifiian unto God ; what we ought, pfi 
^«r part, to render to Him again, for his great mercy 
and goodnefs, in providing a foJJi^Uty of oiy falva- 
tion \ for it is the moft dangerous of all mif^akes, 
to fupppfe that the dodfine of free pardon, thi;ough 
faith in Chrift, tcachcth. carml liberfy, or that we 
fliouid do no good works ; our ftudy, on the con-* 
trary, mtift be to pafs the time of pur prefcht trial 
^ Vol. I. E fruitfuU^^ 
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fruitfully, not idly, nor to be rcgardlefs, after wc are 
baptized, or juftified, how few virtuous deeds we do 
to the glory of God, and benefit of our fellow 
creatures. And much lefs doth it become us, aftci^ 

. "we are once made members of Chrift, to live in 
contradiftion to fucha relation, and fhew durfelves 
the members of the devil, either by yielding to his 
temptations, or walking according to the motions 
of the ungodly world, and our own flefti ; fince by 
fuch a condudt as this, we ferve the enemies of Godj 
and our own fouls, for his ye are% faith Chrift, whom 

ye cb^. The faith, then, that is void of forrow for 
our paft tranfgreffions, or which yieldeth no good 
works, is certainly not a pure and lively faith, but 
a dead, devililh, and feigned faith, as both St. Paul 
and St. James do juftly call it; for ev^n the devils 

, kni^w and believe^ that Chrift was born of a virgin ; 
that he fafted forty days and forty nights, through the 
power of hfe divine nature, affifting the infirmity of 
the fleflily nature he had put on ; they believe that 
he wrought all kinds of miracles, declaring himfelf 
to be very God ; that for our fake he fuffered a moft 
painful death, in order to redeem us from ever- 

• lafting puniftiment, and that he rofe again the third 

^ day. They, believe, that he afcended into heaven, 
and that he fitteth at the right hand of the Father, 
and af the end of the world ftiall return again to 

, judge both quick and dead. They believe likewife, 
that every thing that is written in both Old and New 

.Teftamentis itridlly true; and yet, for all this 
faith, they are but devils, remaining ftill in their 
condemned fiate, and wholly deftitute of Chriftian 
faith. Now the right faith of a ChriJUatty is a very 
different thing. It is not only to believe that all 

. holy fcripture, and thefe feveral articles, are true, 
but it is alfo to have a fure confidence in God's 
gracious promifes, that he will fave us from ever- 
lafting ruin, through the blood of Chrift. And 
the proof or affurance that we pojjefs this found 

, faith; is the witnefs of a loving heart, inclining us 

to 
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to live according to his laws. Wc are very certain 
'no devil pofikffes fucb a, faith; nor yet any man^ 
'who, though by the outward profeflionof his lips, or 
,his receivingthe facrament,and attending church, or 
ahye?/i&^placeof worfhip,and by every other outward 
fign, m,Ky Jeem to be a Chriftian, doth yet in his life 
and adtions declare the contrary. In fhort, we may 
fafely conclude, that all who wilfully continue in 
evil courfes, cannot poffibly lay claim to lively 
faith. And indeed, how is it confiftent with com- 
mon fenfe, that a man ftiould have this virtue in 
his heart, this ftrong truft in God, that by the merits 
of Chrift his lins are forgiven, himfelf reftored to 
divin« favor, and that through the love of his Sa- 
. vior, he (hall be finally a partaker of the kingdom 
, of heaven, while he continues to live ungodly, and 
denieth Chrift in all his adions ? Surely it would 
be moft dangerous to affirm, that any habitually 
vicious, and unholy liver, may yet retain a purity of 
faith, and really enjoy a faving truft in God* ; for 
as fuch perfons know that Chrift is the only Savior 
of the world, fa they muft be fenfible alfo, that 
wicked men can never enter into his reft, or partake 
of his falvation. They cannot be ignorant, that God 
hateth nnrightemjnejs \ that he will deftroy all them 
that delight in faljehoodi that thofe which have don^ 

• And ytty from the delufive dodlrines and perfuafions of fome 
men, many, in whofe anions we can difcover no vifible figns of 
lefbrmation, as to certain damning fins, are yet deceived with this 

^ njain hope^ and from a falie potion of the nature of both good, and 
bad works, and the ignorance of the tteceffity of the feed producing 
fruit, do go on all their lives in a fatal fecurity of their ftate, with- 

' out any care to reform thefe vices, calling themfelves *vi>eak and 
uTfworthy^ and pleading in excufe of their licentioufnefs» that as 
ndthing they can do will bear to fland before God's judgment, or 
can poiiibly went a reward, therefore degrees of imperfection are 
matters of itfdifference. JBut the error of fuch people is this : that 
they do not wifely diftinguilh between a ferfeS and a Jincere o}x-» 

' diencc. The ;/^ Chrift alone could fatisfy; but i\\^/ecotid he 
pQittively enjoins us to fhew, as nurks of being his tru€ di/dfk r 
ff^e l(fv< mfy hep mj comfnandmenis. — -»-• 
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good fporks, (which cannot be done, fo as to pleafe 
God, witliout a fivcly faith in CYixi^) flMl iome forth 
unto the refurreSiion of life^ and thofe that have dofte 
evili unto the reJurreSion of judgment. They well know^ 
alfo, that upon them that be contentious, or ua- 
charitable, and will not be obedient wUo the truth, but 
will obey ungodlinefs, Jhall €ome wrath, tribulation, and 
anguijh. ^ 

When, therefore, weduly coniidcrour^/^^/j, the 
benefits of God towards us may well appear replete 
with mercy, ^e not only made us in the begin- 
ning, and from a piece of vile clay, moft wonder- 
fully exalted us (in refpedl to our foub) unto his 
own likenefs, but alfo, when we had incurred the 
puniftiment of hell, and death eternal, he gave his* 
own beloved Son, God, co-equal with himfclf, in 
power and glory, to be incarnated, and take our 
nature upon him, and in the fame to fufFer a moft 
Ihameful and painful death for our offences, to the 
intent that we might be pardoned, and reftored to 
endlefs life. By this ad he hath again made us his 
adopted children, even brethren with his only Son, 
our Savior Jefus Chrift, and inheritors for )pvcr with 
him of his heavenly kingdom. 

It muft furely ftrike every ferious atid fenfible 
mind, that this aftoiiifhing love of God to man, if 
properly weighed, muft operate very differently from 
affording any pretence for idlencfs,or living without 
endeavouring after the performance of every good 
work ; and much lefs can it be fuppofed to licence 
our committing any evil deeds, or excufe our con- 
tinuing under fuch a fatal error : but, on the con- 
trary, if we are not really mad and defpcratc, aqd 
our hearts grown harder than the very ftones, it muft 
incline us to give up ourfelves to God with all our 
minds and ftrength, and to ferve him fincerely in the 
way of his ordinances all our lives; fceking in 
every thing .his honor and glory, not oiir fenfual 
pleafures and vain defiresi but continually dreading 

to 
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to oflFen^i fo gracious a God, fo loving a Redeemer, 
cither in thought, word, or deed. The fame principle 
will likewife engage us to be always kindly difpofed 
towards our neighbours, and acquaintance, and as 
much as in bur power lieth, to do good unto all 
mankind. Thefe^ then, are the fruits of a true, and 
lively faith: to imitate our bleffed Mafter, who 
went about doing all manner-of good; ajid in all 
things to ftudy the praife of God, of whom only 
Cometh our fandification, juftification, falvation, 
and redemption. But this will dill further appear, 
if you give proper attention to thefe following 
conclufive obfervajtions. 



/ 



Ajhort Declaration of the true Chrljiian Faiths 

Khh who have any juft notion of the nature and 
end of pure religion, cannot avoid being fenlible> 
that our Jirfi approach to God is through faith ; by 
which, as has been fo copioufly declared to you, the 
mind is prepared to admit the knowledge, or aflur- 
ance, that through Him onfy, we can be juftificd. 
But left any of you (hould be mifled for want of a 
right underftanding of this truth, it will be necef- 
iary to rc;mind you, diligently tbobferve, that the 
VforA faith, as mentioned in fcripture, will bear two 
different interpretations. There is a dead faith, and 
tj^ere is One that worketh hy charity or love. The 
firft is compared by St. James to that of devils, juft 
now defcribed to you, who do nothing well, but 
iacreaie in all manner of evil. Now fuch a faith 
as this, may alfo be in wicke4 people, who profefs' 
that they know God, as St. Paul fays, with their 
mouths^ but do in works deny him; being obcminaMe 

E J and 
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and difobedient^ and unto every good work reprobate. It 
is indifputable, but that a fair appearance maybe 
made by regular attendance upon outward forms^ 
and a vigorous exertion of the human mind, with- 
out the qualifying influence of the divine grace; 
but this does not proceed upon a genuine principle, 
and may always be diftinguifhed by fomc grofs de- 
ficiency in the moft Chriftian virtues. And there- 
fore the religion of fuch a perfon, is like the faith 
of one, who rcadeth the works of any celebrated 
author, and believing the fame to be true, by cer- 
tain rational teftimonies, hath thereby fome know- 
ledge of the life and adiions of that perfon, becaufc 
he.giveth credit to the hiftory ; yet as it could not 
properly be faid that he truftetb in fuch a perfon 
of whom he looketh for no help or benefit ; juft fo it 
is with him who believcth all that is fpoken of God 
in the Bible to be true^ and yet liveth fo unrighte- 
oufly, that he cannot build upon any of the pro- 
mifes therein delivered by God, (that is, he .hold- 
eth the truth in unrighteoufnefs.) Therefore al- 
though it niay be faid fuch a perfon hath a faitb^ a 
belief in the words, yet he cannot properly be faid 
to believe in God, or to have that kind of depend^ 
Mnce upon him, as moft furcly to hope for grace, 
mercy, and life eternal at his hands, but rather 
looks forpunilhment, as the juft reward of wicked 
courfes. 

It is a remark of an ancient author, and very 
applicable in this place. That as faith without 
works is dead, fo it is no more to be accounted 
faith, than a dead man is to be accounted a man ; 
and fiich a faith of courfe, can never be efteemcd 

.'thatfubftantial reliance on God, that faveth finners. 
But the other faith is not like this, but is always 

4>ut in oppofttion IQ it, and abounds in the fruits of 
the Jpirity which you will fee defcribed at large in 
GaL V. 22, 23. It is not a bare aflent to €h^ 
truth' of the articles of ourChriftiart creed, but from 

• Its 
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its effeSls, is juftly called a quick, or lively faith ^ 
it being a fure truft in Qod's mercies, through 
Ghrift ; a ftedfaft hope of receiving all good things 
at the hands of God ; and that although through 
weaknefs of our nstture, or temptation of our ghoftly 
enemy, we do fall from God by fin, yet if we return 
to him again by irue repentance, he will forgive, and 
forget, our offences, for his Son's fake, and make- 
us partakers with him at liaft, in his heavenly king- 
dom. In the mear> time, it comforts us in the 
aflurance, that He will be pur protc<ftor, and de- 
fender, in all dangers and difficulties whatfoever : 
and that though fometimes he may vifit us with 
fharp adverfity, yet that He will finally prove him- 
felf a loving Father to us, corredling us for our fins, 
but not wholly withdrawing his favor from us. 
Always provided we truft in Him with our heart, 
refign ourfelves to his care, depend upon his love^ 
and continually call upon him for help, and are ready^ 
to obey and ferve him in all things* Thtfeat of this 
faith is declared to be the heart, by the voice of 
Wifdom itfelf, {My fon, give me thy heart, fays 
God) becaufe when that is truly turned to God, it 
promptejh us td»4very virtuous adlion that may be 
neceflary to forward our falvation, and qualify us 
for the future recompence. This is the faith St. 
Paul has defcribed fo fully in the xith of the He- 
brews, and fome inftances of which have been re- 
cited to you : It is the fure gr(p,und of the benefits we 
ought to look for from above,jand the certificate, as it 
were, of our receiving them hereafter, although it 
does not now appear fo eyidently what they will, 
bd; but bleffed be all who die in the true faithi./(?r 
their works follow them. And he adds, /fe/ he who 
Cometh to God muji not only keKeve that he is, but 
.that He is a gracious rewarder of well doers j for 
nothing commendeth good men fo tnuch to the 
iJmighty favor, z% intire confidence in his po^er. 

E 4 But 
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But to repeat what has been faid in few word^^ 
Hhd to fix this truth moft deeply in your mind^ 
(it being the only ground of your cverlafting happi- 
nefs), you nftuft be exhorted never to lofe fight of 
the three eflential properties of this faith. !• That 
it prove fruitful. 2. That without it, nogood deeds, 
acceptable to God, can be performed; and 3. What 
defcription of good akSbions it is calculated to pro-* 
duce. I. As the light cannot be hid, but will ftiew 
itfelf oit fome part, or in fome ihape or other ; fo 
a true faith cannot be kept fecretj but will hyak 
out, as occafion offers, and prove itfelf by its ef* 
fc(fls * ; and as the living body of inan is ever exer- 
cifing fuch ways as belongcth to a natural and liv- 
ing body, for nouriihment and prefervation of the 
fame, accotding as neceflity and opportunity re- 
quire ; even fb the foul, that ia influenced by true 
faith, will always be in purfuit of fomething, that 
will declare it to be a living principle ; it can never be- 
indifFerent to godly deedss and much lefs under the 
government of any wilful fin. Therefore, when 
you hear in fcripture fuch high praife of faith; that 
it caufes us to pleafe God ; to dwell with him, and 
to become his children 1 if you 4fiagine by th^e 
expreffion$, that no aAive virtue is required from 
you, and that you may live as you pleafe, . without 
concern on that account, relying upon a faith that 
is all in all, and which being xht gift of God, it would 
be lowering his glory to work out your oitm falvation, 
. and that a diligent an^ fcrupulous attention to cor* 
red: your ways^ is a pi:efuming to help his work ; 

* 'They alt matfretenders fo iinth, and faUe difc^les, who do 
adtlier feel thdr iieart inclined to good, nor evince it, bv per* 
forming aU the good they can^ for the principle of umverfai bene*, 
volencb ever atten&th the pofTeflion of found faith. Thi$ is abanr 
danfly proved both by St. John in all his writin|S» as alio by 
St. James. Hi *0bo fatfb bit intber ba^ft ntti, ait^ rtlUvtA bim 
not, bvia inmUtd^ tbebnHof God in bimf Shtnu Mi ify/aiib bj tbj 
worts* 

1 depend 
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depend Upon it, yqu trifle l»'ith your Maker, and 
deceive yourfelves. And on the contrary,; any fueh 
perfons living thus madly, and unwarrantably, not 
only afford the ftrongeft mark that they are far from 
having acquired any portion of real faith, but that 
they are wholly ignorant of what it means. 

To conclude : By faith in Chrift, we truft that 
our oflfences are wafl>ed away or blotted out, when- 
ever we truly repent t and return to* him in Jmcerity^ 
which very words do pointedly demonftrate, that 
it is poffible both to fall, and to be reftored to hia 
iavor ; and nothing ftronger need be advanced to 
cftabliih the dodrinc of conditional falvation^ or 
the ncceffity of good works. The following wpj-^j 
ifpoffible, confirm it /afr/i&<fr ; we muft reju^ffJil* 
him with our whole heart, ftedfaftly refolying ,wi^|| 
ourfelves, through his grace, to obey zndi Jerv^^Yi^ 
by keeping bis commandments^ and never wijftilly |»« 
live again in Jin. All which argues the refl^r^i^fQiii. g^ 
a freedom of will, or power to ad; or the/do(9:ciJMf* 
tends to render us mere machines^ and confequently 
neither juft objeds of reward, or punifhment. 
The faving faith then, fo highly recommended in 
the Scriptures, worketh upon us by fov^, or grati-f 
tude *. When it feeth and confidereth what God 
hath done for us, (in which light, it is both an ob- 
Jed- of the underftanding, and convinces us tike** 
wife of our natural weaknefs), it moveth us, 
through the eontimial affiftanee of the Spirit of 
God, to fcrve, and pkafe him; to pr^ferve hi* 
favor, fear his difpleafure, and cohtinii^ his Obe- 

* The explication eiven by our church concerning this graoA 
principle of the Chriman life is this ; (he wifely and fcripturally 
uniteth^iVi& and *works ; and when (he aflerts plainly^ that oy faith 
•ff/p we are faved, the meaning is, a reliance on Chrift*s merits ottly, 
as the cau/f (to prevent men's wafting) ; but (he. ever fuppofes, aiid 
enforces a good fi/e, as the effeB of that caufe, without whidv thp 
principle is de^ to all Intents and purpdies. 
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^ient children *, ihewing our return of thankful- 
nefs, by keeping Cod's commandments. And this 
muft proceed from a principle of love, and not a 
fclfilh fear of punilhment, or lofing any temporal 
reward ; from a motive of pure gratitude for having 
received his mercy and pardon freely, without any 
previous slS: or merit of our own. In Ihort, it is 
a faith that cannot poffibly remain inaAive ; for as 
the Apoftle fpeaketh in the words of the Prophet 
Habbakuk, Thejuji man doth live hy his faith ^ that is, 
his fure belief in God, doth make him what he is. 
He is neither carelefs or indifferent, when he fhould 
fee cautious, and zealous, and well employed. And 
(xod, fpeaking. by his Prophet Jeremiah in the 
iviith chapter and 7th and 8th verfes, delivers this 
defcription of the faithful perfon : Blejfed is the man 
that trujleth in the Lord^ and whofe hope the Lord is j 
for be fhall be as a tree planted by the waters y and thai 
Jpreadeth out its roots ly the river ; and fhall not fee when 
heat comet hy but her leaf fhall be green^ neither fhall 
ceafe from yielding fruit . Even thus, every Chriftianf 
who is built up in faith, (calling afide all dread of 
idverfity, or reproach) will invariably Ihew forth 
the fruit of their good works, as opportunity 'divA 
iftbility admit. May we all have grace to do fo like-, 
wife, through the merits and mediation of Jcfus 
Chrift, to whom, &c. 

^ ♦ This grace, though /r^^ mt G^d's part, is by no means a fin^iai 
^ft, for Chrift makes a general offer of it by his Gofpel. He tell» 
tis we moft ajk, and feek, and be earneft in bur deilres, in order 
to obtain it ; but ourgratiiud^ muft difcover the qualify alluded to ia 
the Hoxxiiiy, and proceed on that fure principle to tender it accept" 
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DISCOURSE V. 



The Second Part of the Sermon upon Faiths 



Rom. Hi. 31. 

Do we then make void the law through faith ? God for bid: 

yea^ we eftablifh the la^. 

YOU have heard in the firft fermon upon the 
nature of faith, that it is of two kinds; that 
one is unfruitful, the other lively ; that is, it pro- 
ceedcth from the love of God, and a juft fenfe of 
our duty towards him ; the firft is, in fome de- 
gree, profitable, and muft be pofleffed, but it re- 
lates chiefly to the underjlanding ; the fecond ought 
alfo to be well underftood, as being abfolutely necef-^ 
Jary for obtaining our yj?/t'^/w» ; and is known by 
♦being joined with charity, and fruitful in Mgood 
works. Now as this is the main article on which 
to lay the foundation of that degree of perfedlion 
which is expedied from us in this life, it will be 
expedient to inftrud: you ftill further upon this 
matter. 

The wife man faith in the iid of Eccluf. 15. They 
that fear the Lord will not dijob^ his word^ and they that 
love him will keep his ways; and nothing will be found 
more true, than that if we do not Ihew ourfelves ho-* 
ly in our adjions^ the faith which we pretend to is but 

feigned ; 
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feigned ; becaufe the trucChriftian principle can dn- 
ly be difcovered by a godly life, and not by words alone* 
One of the Fathers * well obferves, that holy living 
cannot be feparatcd from fterling faith. And an- 
another t remarks, that faith of itfelf aboundeth 
in good deeds, and as foon as man doth truly be- 
lieve, he will prcfently be feen to aft accordingly. 
That this faith is plentiful in yield mg fruit,, and 
in/ what mariner it maketh the conducTof one man 
more a^cceptable to God than another, is taught at 
large in the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews. We 
are there told, that ky faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent facrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witnefs that he was righteous, that is, becaufe the one 
proceeded from a fenfe oi gratitude and love to God, 
and the other was matter of conftraint, attended 
with pride, and envy, diftruft, and difcontent. It 
was this principle again, oi faith in God, that made 
Noah build the ark ; that encouraged Abraham xp 
fotfake his country, and all his friends, and to 
travel to a diftant land, and dwell among ftrangers. 
The like did Ifaac, and Jacob, depending firmly 
on the hope and truft they had in 6od ; and even 
when they reached the land that God had pro- 
rtifed them, they would trt&t no cities, towns, or 
hqufes ; but lived like ftrangers of the land, in tents 
which rriight every day be moved. Their truft was 
fo ^xed on God, that they fet but little ftore by any 
worldly thing. By this condud they fliewed their 
faith, that God had prepared for them better dwet- 
liAg places in heaven, of his own fouridation afrd 
building. This faith carried Abraham even fo far, 
as to offer up his only fon Ifaac, at God's com- 
mand, that Kasic whom he fo dearly loved, arid by 
whom he was . promifed an innumerable ifTuc : 
-among which, one fhould be born, in whom all 
nations fhduld be blelTed j and his faith was fo 

* St. Aogtiftine. + St. C\itj/M6^ 
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ftrong in God» that he trufted even though he was^ 
fiein^ that God wasr able^ by his omnipotent power^ 
to raife him up from death again, and perform fais 
gracious promife. He miftrufted net. the word of 
God» although to his reajm^ and his natural feelingi ^ 
every thing feemed bard. He believed alfo/ that 
'God would not forfake him in the dearth and famine 
chat was in the country where he dwelt : and in all 
the dangers to which he was at different times ex->. 
pofed, he cdhftantly confided that God would bp 
his defender, and protedor, whatfoever appeared 
to the contrary ,_ in the immediate difficulty or trou-r 
ble. Again, this faith was found to operate fo 
powerfully in the heart of Mofes, that he refufed 
to be adopted as the Ibn of Pharaoh's daughter, 
and to enjoy a .rich inheritance in Egypt ; prefer- 
ring to endure afRidion, and forrow, with the pco-* 
pie of God, rather than to live pleafantly in fin for a 
time, with wicked unbelieving men : yea, his faith 
fupported him againft the fear of King Pharaoh 
himfelf, for his dependance was fo ftrong on God, 
that he valued not the hap^inefs of the prefent life, 
comparatively with the reward held out to him in 
heaven, fttting his heart upon the invifible God, 
as firmly, as though he had feeii him ever prefent 
before his eyes. By faith the people of Ifrael pafTed 
through the red fea. By faith the walls of Jericho 
fell down without one ftroke of man; and by it 
many other furprifing miracles have been wrought ; 
and it is moft certainly true, that in all ftriftly 
pious perfons that have ever lived, it is faith that 
hath produced thefe cboicefi actions ^ and qualified 
them to receive the promifes of God. 

Further; we read in Holy Scripture, that faith 
hath ftopt the lions mouths ; that it hath quenched 
fire, and delivered from the danger of the fword : 
it hath given ftrength to weak men ; obtained vic- 
tory in battle j overthrown the armies of unbe- 
lievers ; 
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. licvers 5 and hath even raifed the ifead t0 life. ■ It 

, enabled good men to receive adveriity in pa- 
tience. Some have been mocked and fcourgcd, 
bound and imprifoncd ; fome have been defpoiled 

. of their goodsj and lived in the utmoft poverty ;, fom€ 
have wandered in mountains, hills> and deferts ; 
fome have been racked, flain. Honed, fawn afun- 
der, and torn in pieces by wild beafts. Some 
have been beheaded, and burnt without mercy, 
even refufing to be delivered, becaufe they hoped 
to rife again to a better ftate^ and were perfuaded 
that death was the gate of life. Now the lowcft 
capacity cannot but perceive ; the moft perverfc 

' and prejudiced perfon cannot avoid allowing ; that 

, a dead faith CQuld never have produced fuch ads of 
eminent piety and heroic virtue. It rriuft have 

. been a true and lively faith indeed, that could have 
fupported a weak degenerated nature under fuch 
calamities, or given it power to perform fuch 
mighty deeds. 

AH thefe fathers, martyrs, and other holy per- 
fons, whom St. Paul hath here recorded, as Angu- 
lar examples of diftinguifhed faith in God, even 

. when the hand of all men was againft them ; did 
not only make profeffion that he was the Maker and 
Governor of the wofld, and all things iii it, but 
they alfo firmly trufled, that he was and would be. 
their Go^); their Qomiovwcy //>«> helper, and defen- 
der, in a moft efpecial manner, according as their 
trials needed ; provided they placed their entire 
confidence in his power, under whatever vifitations 

; he fhould pleafe to lay upon them. 

This is the Chriftian faith thefe holy men pof- 
feffed, and which ^e alf. ought to have; and 
though fome of them were not publicly called 
Cbrijiians^ becaufe Chrift had hot then entered upon 
his public office in the flefli ; yet was it a pure 
Chriftian faith in therrki for they iQoked for aU the 

benq- 
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benefits of God the Father, through ihe merits of 
his Son Jefus Chrift, as we do now, that is, they lived 
by faith in the fromifeJ*' This was the only dif- 
ference between them and us. They looked through 
faith, when Chrift fhould come to accomplifh hi^ 
work ; and we are fupported by the faith that he is 
come ; on which account, as an ancient father (Saint 
Auguftine) faith, the times are altered, but not the 
faith ; for jwe have both one faith in one Chrift. And 
St. Paul with truth affirms, that by him we have 
accefs by one fpirit to the Father, (Eph. ii. verfc 
18,) and that the fame good fpirit influences all good 
men : for as the Holy Ghoft doth teach us to truft 
in God, and in Rom. viii. ver. 15, to (iallhim Abba ' 
Father \ fo did he infpire them likewife to fay, as it is 
written in xliv. Ifaiah, ver 6, ^hus faith the Lord, 
ihe King of JfraeU and his Redeemer the Lord of Hojis^ I 
am the fir ft and the laft\ and,befides me there is no God^ 
The. fame Holy Spirit we need to guide and 
ftrengthen «j, the fame had /i&^ ; and thus necef- 
fariiy it muft have l^een, or man could never have 
fhewn any regeneration in his nature : he could 
have done nothing acceptable to God, till Chrift 
had tf^/«/r/y appeared on earth, and detnonftrated his 
divine nature in the Man Chrift Jefus. In ftiort, 
God gave them grace then, to become his children^ 
even as he doth us no'W- 

As to the coming of .our Lord Jefus Chrift in 
the flefli, it has certainly been attended with more 
abundant Ihedding abroad of the fpirft upon the 
hearts of the faithful, whereby we may pollefs ftill 
greater degrees of faith and ftronger affurance tlmn 

* Doubtlefs they fHt the power of fin in their natural bodies, 
the wickcdnefs and growing imperfedion of their minds, their 
infufficiency for any thing that was intrinfically good in tbemfehues^ 
and confe(|uent]y built on the promi/es ttvealed to them ; and 
through the degree of grace ^nd power Chrift had already cffedcd, ^ 
by renewing a cap^ty of reformation in the fallen nature, they 
continually prayedi^ help« to alTiiik in time of need. , 

many 
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many di them enjoyed ; for though in efFedl the 
frinciple was the fame, in that the fame God was the 
objedl of trujl, yet we have had pofitive proof of 
the promife of Chrjft's coming being fuelled, a3 
a Ifo the further advantages of his precepts and ex- 
ample in the hiftory of the gofpeh Therefore the 
reafon why St. Paul fo highly extolleth their faith, 
fliould excite us to give ourfelvcs rather more to 
Chrift, both in profeflion and life, now lince his 
appearing, than ever the fathers did he/ore his com- 
ing, becaufe ihey cnlyjaw him afar of, though it is 
certain he is always near, and was prefent with 
them, as in Him alone they could have lived or 
moved, or had any holinefs of mind. From all 
that -has been faid then, it muft be abundantly 
clear, according to this Apoftle's declaration, that 
the true Chriftian faith is no dead, vain, unfruitfiil 
thing, but of pure virtue and wonderful power, in 
producing every good motion and upright work 5 
and lince all Scripture delivereth this teftimony, 
that a found faith in Chrift doth yield good fruit, it; 
is the duty of every man to try himfelf diligently, 
whether his heart is touched with this faith, or not, 
The proof is (hort and infallible; it will be known^ 
By the tenor of his life. 

It cannot be denied that there have been many 
in all times who profeffed the faith of Chrift, and 
who were manifeftly deceiving themfclves : in that 
they thought they knew God, and believed in his 
■< Son, while by their deeds they declared the con^ 
trary. This dangerous error St. John reproveth 
throughout his Epiftles, efpecially in his firft Ep. 
chap. ii. ver. 3. And hereby do we know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments ; for he who fatth t 
know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. And again he faith, chap. iii. 
ver. 6. Whofoeverjinneth, f i. e. wilfully) hath not/een 
him, neither known him. — Little children let no man de* 
ceivejou. And further in the i8th and following 

vcrfcsj 
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vcrfes, he moft clearly diftinguifhcs tht form of 
godlinefs from th^ power. Let us not love in word^ 
neither in tongue^ but in deed and in truth ; and hereby 
we know that we are of the truths and Jhall affure our 
hearts before him \ for if our heart condemn us, God is 
greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, 
if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence to* 
wards God: and whatfoever we afk, we receive of bim^ 
becaufe we keep his commandments, and do tbofe things 
that are pleaftng in his fight. And in the vth chap, 
he thus defcribes the valuable efFeft of Chriftiaft 
faith, Whofoever believeth that Jefus is the Chrift, is 
born of God; and his inference muft be true^ that who^ 
foeveris born of God doth not commit fin, for his rege- 
nerating feed reniaineth in him ; whereby he keepetb 
himfelf, and the wicked one toucheth him not; that is, the 
mind is enlightened and^ purified to that degree by 
this true faith and aflifting influence of the fpirit^ 
that it can no longer fin blindly ^nd perverfely , though 
in refpeA to the infection of original impurity, anfl 
univerfal imperfedion, if we fay that in our car-r 
nal nature we have no fin, we deceive oUrJelves, and the 
truth is not in us. And indeed the whole defign of this 
Apoftle in his Epiftles, is thus recorded in his own 
'words, Thefe things have I written unto you, that ye 
may believe on the name of the Son of God, (ind that ye 
fhay know that ye have eternal life, i Ep. v. 13. What 
ftronger proof can be afforded concerning 'the na- 
ture and connedlion of faith and. works, than this 
(hort and pofitive account and exhortation, 3 Ep. 
II ver. Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but thdt^ 
which is good. He that doth good is of God, but he that 
doth tvil hath notfeen.him. For as a true knowledge 
and lively faitfi in God, is the never- failing caufc 
of virtuous adlions, fb is it equally certain, that 
hope and charity, (dr love) did nev^ryet dwell in^ 
the heart of a wicked liver. Concerning hope, the 
fame bleffed Apoftle WTites thus, i Ep» iii. 2. // 
doth not yet appear what wefbdll be\ {betdufe hopi is the 
Vol. I. ^ tvijdenci 
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evidence of things not Jeen) hut we know that when hi 
JIo all appear wejhall be likehi?n ih a degree, for wefhatl 
fee him as he is, merciful, juft, pure and perfcd: ; 
and, for this reafon, every wan that hath this hope in 
him purifieth him/elf y even as he is pure. And as to 
charity, or chriftian love, he fpe^ks as follows : 
i Ejp. ii. 5. IVhoJo kerpeth his word, in him verily iS 
the love cf God, perfe£iedi and v. 3, for this is ihe 
love of God that we keep his commandments. Now 
thcfc leading marks of pure faith were not aflerted 
by. St. John^as fubtle points of his own private 
Taney, but as, pofitive and neceflary. truths, taught 
bim by Chrift himfelf, the infallible word of God, 
\vbo.w^asln the beginning with God, and was Gcd, 
and who in feveral places of Holy Writ doth affirnt 
jnoft. clearly, that faith, .hope, and charity, can 
jexift in. no one without producing good and piou» 
works. — -Aiid laftly, concerning/tf//i5 ; he faith in the 
third chapter cf his Gofpel, and laft verfe. He that 
]?eUev€th on the Sen hath everlafling life :■ and he that he- 
liei^eth not the Son,fball not fee life, but the wrath of God 
ahideth on him. And the Lord himfelf confirmeth 
the fame, with a double oath, yi, 47. faying,. ^^- 
*^ii)\' verily^ I Jay unto you, he that helieveth in me hath ever^ 
7^J?|;;^ /j/^; by which he fignifics to us, that he i» 
the principle of holinefs in every one who belieyeth. 
.Now if afl wha truly believe in Chrift, may expedl 
eternal life, it will neceffarily follow that they 
Ihould be ftudious in keeping God's laws, other- 
wifc it muft be evident that their f.iith in ChrilV 
bath wrought no, good ej^e^, and if fvich a faith 
can fave them, a faith that does not render them ftu- 
dious obediently to obferve God's commandments, 
XhriiJ muft appear to fave tbem m their fins f 
a perfuafion that wouM lead to the moft pernicious^ 
confequences, for then men might fm that grace 
may abound, againft which falfe and blafphemous 
'idea, St. Paul doth vehemently prbteft, faying, Gcd 
forbid! On the contrary, therefore, to all fuch as 

live. 
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live in the commiflion of wilful fin, who go on to 
break God's commandments without repentance 
and amendment of their ways, to them belongeth 
tiot the kingdbm of Heaven, but death eternal j 
and this is confirmed by the words of our blefled 
Lord, i|i St. Matthew xxv. 46. Thefejhall go awp 
Wo i^SrtaJiihg funijhmenti but the righteous into life 
eternaL And again he faith, in the Revelation to 
his beloved Apoftle, x^i. 6*, 7, 8. / ainihefrfi and 
the lajl, unto him thai is a thirji after truth, holi- 
nefs, and purity, I will give df the fountain of the 
water vf- life fredy. He that overiometh (that con- 
tendeth with and th^ftereth his unruly luft$}/W 
inherit all things : I-will be his God^ andhejhall be ply 
fm ; but the fearful and unbelieving, fuch as art 
feunddiftrufting .Cod or void of faith, fuch as for 
want thereof are abominable, and murderers^ and 
whoremongers, arid for'cerers , and idolaters, and all liars, 
iheyjhall have their 'portion in the lake that burneth with 
fire and brimft one, which is the fecond death ;"and as 
oUr Lord afcribeth fuch choice effedls to faith, fo 
doth he likewife to the principle of Charity, or 
Ghriffian love. Johh xiv. 21. He that hath my com-* 
mmdments, and keefeth them, he it is that Icveth me ; 
and he adds, if a man love me he will keep my words i 
hut be that loveth me not, kee'peth not fnyfaylngs, that is, 
doth not according 10 my precepts, for a true 
fearoiGoA, requires the very fame proof as doth 
our love of Him, viz. holinefs of life* For the 
Wife Man affirms, Ecclus. i. 14. l^ai the fear ofthi 
Lord is the beginning of wifdom ; 21. ^hat it driveth 
away fin ; and in the xv. i. "Hoat he who fear eth God 
%:^ill do ^o§d» 



V^ tHE 



6 i ^e Homilies of the Church of England: 



THE THIRD PART- 



In this fccond divilion of the fubje<5l, no fniali 
pains have been taken to convince you, from fcrip- 
tui*al argument, and the nature of things, that none 
fhould flatter themfelves that they pollefs that 
lively faith which God's holy word commands^ 
unlefs they live according to God^8 laws, becaufe 
all upright and virtuous condudk doth continually 
fpring from fuch a faith. It hath alfo been declared 
to you, in a variety of examples, that this faith 
contributcth to make men fledfalt, quiet, and pa- 
tient under all affliftions. 

From the very particular account that has been 
given pf this matter, you cannot fail feeing that 
a man may eafily deceive himfelf, and fancy that in 
one fenfc of faith he knoweth, loveth, feareth, and 
bclongeth to God, when in faft he doth ncHhing 
lefs : for the only mark of all thefe things is a fin- 
cerely chriftian life^ Therefore any of you who 
fceleth his he^rt bent upon iceking God's iionor, 
and who ftudieth with all his foul to learn his will, 
and to govern himfelf by it ; if any fuch perfonr 
is not difpofed to fervc his fpiritual enemy, by in- 
dulging in fin, but feeketh after holinefs, and from 
pure duty to God, doth alfo love his neighbour or 
fellow creatures, wliether friend or foe, doing 
them all the good in his power as fervants of the 
fame God, and candidates for the fame eternal hap- 
pinefs,- being unwilling to do injury to any one : 
Such of you, I fay, may fafely rejoice in God, as 
experiencing from your inward feelings and outward 
actions, that you have a righ-t knowledge of your- 
Maker. Whereas he who cafteth off the yoke of 
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God's law from his neck, and liveth without any 
fruits of true repentance, yielding to the temptation 
of carnal fin and pleafure, being regardlefs of hear- 
ing the word of God, much lefs of being govern- 
ed by it; fuch a perfon doth greatly deceive him- 
felf, and is totally ignorant of the corruption of 
his own heart, in cafe he imagines, that while 
he lives thus, he in any degree pofleffes the pure 
love or fear of God," or doth truly truft in "him. 

Some may vainly fuppofe that they hlong to God, 
(although they continue to live in fin) becaufe they 
attend theijr church, and formally profefs to be his 
children ; but thi§ can f^tisfy none but fooh, or 
hypocrites, nor even them, if they would but believe 
the word ; for St. John fays plainly, i Ep. i. 6. If 
we fay that we have fellowjhip with him, and walk in 
darknefsy we lie, and do no] the truth. It is a wife, 
and bounden duty, certainly, to come to thehoufe of 
God, becaufe men are there infl:FU(9:ed in God's 
word and will ; and by keeping from it, they will . 
not only nfifs the benefit, but provpke Qorf's anger 
for their wilful obftinacy, in rejeding thefe blefled 
means of grace, but every man of common fenfe 
will fee, that he muft be a doer of the word, and not 
a hearer only, or he cannot poflibly be a gainer in 
the end. 

Others as idly fancy, that they may know ai^d 
love God, without a fl:ri(9: regard to his command- 
ment§, without a nice obftrvance of the moral law, 
^vhich, our natural depravity, or Conftitutional weak- 
nefs, may fometimes furnilh an excufe for breaking* ; 

* This is the error of thofe who are commonly termed Antino- 
tnhnSi or who, in other words^ hold cheap the neceffity of aiming; 
at perfe^ion, and the value of good worics; who build wholly oil 
the fole faith, that Chrift having done all» it is derogatory irom 
his merits to look for favour to our Jincere endemfours, the ^ being 
fullied by imperfeBhn* fiut this fruitlei^ hope is jaft is reafonable# 
9s the peribn who would be fatisiied with thinking he. hid^the rwt 
of the choiceft tree in his garden^ without ^ver fedng;it .ipi^ foiti^ 
a ^oot to hloffom or hear. 

F 3 feuf 
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tut St. John, I Ep. ii. 4. cxprefly overthrows thi$ 
fJangerous notion, for, he >yho pretends to know 
God, and keepeth not his cQmniandmcnt, (Taith he, j| 
the truth is not in bi^. Spipe, ^gain, would wil-^ 
lingly perfuade themfelves, that they love Godj, 
fhpugh they hate their neighbours, that is envy^ 
abufe, orcruelly negled: thqm ; nut the fame; Apoftle 
fpeaks with equal force and clearnefs, 1 Ep. iv. 20. 
If any man Jay^ J love God, and hafeth his brother^ that isjj 
his fellow creature, i&tf /J tf//^r; again, ii. 9. He thai 
Jaith he is in the light, (ind hateth his brother, is in dark-- 
nejs even until now,, and knoweth not whither' he ^oeth, 
hecauje that darkneji b(itb blinded his eyes : but he that 
jovcth his brother, that is, doth him all the good he 
can, both fpiritiial and temporal, hedwelleth in light, 
and there is no occajton of Jlumbling in him. And he; 
concludeth this never-failing proof of our con- 
tinuing iii the true faith, in thcle, words, i Ep. iii. lo. 
In this the children of God aremanifefi, and the children 
pfthe devil', whojo doth not right eoufnefs is not of God, 
neither he that' lov^th not his brother* ' ' 

Pcceive not yourfelves, therefore, by thinking 
yoi{ have any laying faith in God, w|>ile you live in 
?iny exprefs cqntr<^di(51:ion tp his laws, wKHe you 
ierflft in any known fin ; for whatever may be 
imagined, orfaid, by deluded mortals, fuch conduct; 
yill always condemn the falfchop^ of the moft fub-1 
tie reaforiing, hpweyer fcripture may be wrefted an(| 
tortured to fupport it. A true Chriftian rhuft ob- 
tain this true Chriflian ftith, and try hipifelf by hi? 
difpolition and behavior, whether it is alive in him, 
Jt is not to the world, or its opinions, that we murt 
^ruft, for the '^hole^ w^t^ld Heth in Jin and vanity^ It is 
God alone, who can be pur proteftor againft all 
temptations of wickednefs and fin, error, fuperfti- 
tion, ' idolatry, arfd ' evil. If all the earth \vere on 
6u;r fide, ^rtd God ag^infl: us, what fbould we profit ? 
^Therefore let us place our whole confidence in Him, 
And htithqr^^he'worid, the devil, nor all the power* 
••;■•'•*■■'■■• '• • '• •— • •^- ojf 
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of darknefs will be able to hurt us. Try, and 
examine yourfelves, then, what is the hope within' 
youi Let us hot flatter ourfelves, or be led away 
by the cunning craftincfs and' conceits of men, but 
kt us judge by the ej['e£fs ,that faith hath* on our 
tninds and lives, Chriit, we know, hath pofitively 
afllired us, that the. tree is known by the fruit it- 
yields ; let us then (hew ourfelves to be purely 
ChViftians by the influence of it on our aSlicns. 
Let us not be (atisfied with an unprofitable, notional 
•virtue, which may be calculated to pacify and de- 
ceive, but which will never fave, but let us prove 
our eletlion to be fafe and certain, by exhibiting 
llich condudl as Jlerling faith will necefl"arily pro- 
duce. In this we Ihall follow the exhortation of 
St. Peter, in 2 Ep. i. ch. who earneftly advifes dili^ 
gence to increafe our Chriftian graces, to add to our 
faith virtue^ and to virtue knowledge^ Sec. fo (hall we 
convince mankind, that we proceed upoq a found 
foundation ; fo fhall we afliirp our own confcience, 
and by thefe means the better eftablifti our brethren. 
But if thefe fruits dd not appear, we only mock 
God, and deceive our own fouls. We m^y boaft of 
the outward title, but we are void of the furifying^ 
principle of Chriftianity, for that doth ever demon- 
ftrate itfelf by a bcly life. Shew me tty faith by thy 
works, fays St. James. Our upright deeds arc 
indifpenfably neceflary to confirm it ; without thi* 
cfFeft, it is no better than the faith of evil fpirits, 
and to thofc who poflTefs 1^0 other, it will be to them 
the c^ufe of greater condemnation, that they kn^r 
God vnth their minds ^ but in works denied him. In 
Ihort, ail who have been baptifed, and inftrudt^d int 
the knowledge of Chrift's merits^ and yet live wil- 
fully careleft^ without exerting themfelves. to do, 
well, but fixing ^heir hearts on the eufnaring plea- 
fures of this world, continuing in fin, without re^ 
pentance and amendment, difcovering little ox nQ 
fri^ilj^df their hojy profeflion, and concluding the 
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poiTeflion of a naked faith fufficient for them ; the 
juft vengeance of God muft needs overtake fuch 
prefumptuous and wilful iinners^ and they- will 
finally experience thedeferts of all unholy, wicked 
lives. Therefore, as you profefs the name of Chrift, 
let no fuch antichriflian notions at any time beguile 
you, but try the fpirit of your faith, by the general 
tenor of your lives; examine the fruifs it yields; 
weigh the increafe of love you feel in your foul to- 
wards God, and your neighbour ; and fo Ihall you 
continue guarded againft all deceptions of erroneous 
fiith. If you happily experience/«ri& a faitli within 
you, rejoice therein, and be careful to prcferve it. 
Strive to improve it daily by St. Peter's rule, juft 
how delivered to you ; fo may ye reft fccurc that ye 
pleafe God, and at length, when his good will fees 
fit, you ihall be admitted into his glorious kingdom^ 
into the fociety of thofe bleffed fpirits who have 
pafled their trial faithfully, and enjoy* the fins^l re- 
ward of this heavenly virtue ; that is, in the apoftle's 
words, receiving the end' of your faith ^ even in thefalva* 
tion of your fouls. Which may God grant us all ; 
whole promifes to the faithful (to^ th^m who obey 
him) ihall never fail, and to whom be all honor an4 
glory, world without end. jimen^ 
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DISCOURSE VI. 



Ufon good fFbrks, as tbe^neceffary and natural Fruits 
, of pure CBriftian Faith. 



James ii. 22. 

Seeji thou haw faith wrought with his worksy and fy 

wcrks was faith made perfect i 



IN the laft difcourfe upon the fubjedl: oi faith, it 
was pisiinly Ihewn you what tnat holy principle 
was conftituted to efFed in a truly Chriftian heart ; 
that it is a pofitive foe to idlcnefs, and naturally 
produdlive of good works, as opportunity ofFeris* 
By God's help, it Ihall now be further declared to 
you, what wasj/^^^W/y noticed concerning it, viz. that, 
as CbriftianSi we can perform no work acceptable to 
God without it ; for, as a branch cannot bear fruit of 
itfslf (faith our Savior Chrift, John xv. 4, 5.) except 
it abide in the vine, ne more can ye^ except ye abide in me. 
lam the vine^ ye are the branches i he that ahdeth in me^ 
and I in himj the fame bringetb forth much fruit, for 
without me ye can do nothing* Thus muft Chrift be 
the objedl of our faith; and he i« likewife tht^atife 
of grace in us, to render it fruitful. Faith grounded 
upon this principle, cannot fail of producing fruit 3 
one is the inevitable confequencc 01 the other ;' and 
thus ^^'e fee it is that St. Paul proves that Enoch 

had 
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had faith>/2?^. ii. 5* Becaufe^ before his tranflation, 
he had this teftimony, that he pleafcd God, making 
his adlions the teft of his true belief; for without 
faith y fays be, // ismpql/fik io pkafibim. And again, 
in his Epiftle to the Romans, he faith, xiv. 23. 
Whatfoever is not of faith y is fin : that is, it hath 
nothing to qualify it ; it is like a (hoot of a wild 
phnU that wants to be grafted on a right ftock> to 
render the fruit valuable. It is faith, then, that 
lighteth the foul todifcern the true objeft for which 
it Ihould labor; and the adlions of a Chriftian 
without it, are a& dead to God, (in a Arid religious 
fenfe,) as they are to the world, whofe bodies are 
without 2ifpirit. In fhort, unlefs we experience; this 
principle of the Chriftian life within us, none of 
our works will be accepted, however brilliant and 
commendable they may appear to men* ; for as a 
pidure that is painted or engraved, is but a ftill 
reprefentation of the thing itfelf, being void of life, 
or motion, fo are tht works of every cls^fs of unbcr 
lievers before the Lord ; they may we?ir a fair ap- 
pearance, while in truth they contribute nothing to 
eternal life. They arc as the Jhadows or figns of 
good things, but by no means containing any in- 
trinfic merit, as not being conneded with the only 
purifying motive; whereas true faith gi veth /5/Jr to our 
works ; which, when tHey flow from fuch a prii\ci- 
pfc, do profit to the faving of the foul, being 
pleafing in the fight of God. On^ of the fathers^ 
(St. Auguftine) tells us, that outward adions muft' 

. * Any one who has an intimate knowledge of the haman l^iirt, 
apd the general condad of mankind^ mnft plainly perceiTe this truth ;. 
(or It ^anqot be denied, that abundance of apparently amiable, be- 
nevolent^ and worthy anions, proceed firom tne deepeft rooted prin-* 
diple'of /el^'Irve, and odier inferior motives flowing from it, as of- 
tentation, mcieafe of power. Sec. without any fecret view to th& 
glaryi of Gfld^ or from a ienfe of ne€ejfafy obedience to his command'*, 
t^enis, mucli lefs from a pure love of Christ, and the perfuafivq^ 
influence of a better principle than human approbation, to produce 

i! ' not 



^c Homilies of the Church of Efigland^ . 7j 

|jot be placed before the inward work of a pure 
|)eart; that works do not produce faith; for till wc 

?offcfs that^ we can perform nothing firiSlly good. 
^ o fuppofe othcrwife, would be to invert the order 
of things. The adions which we are apt to «wjf- 
ntfy as excellent, and which may depend greatly 
ppon the happy frame and conftitution of temper 
in particular perfons, or theefFeds of a refined and 
artful education, cannot but appear vain in the 
iight of an all-perfedl Being ; they can partake' of 
no effential value, but as being done according to his 
will. They may be compared to the courfe of a 
horfe who runneth out of the way, which may be 
admirable indeed for fwifttttfSy but whofe ipced and 
flrength effedt no ufeful furfcfe. — No one, there- 
fore, muft build upon his works, as feparatc from 
his faith. It is t\\t intention ^ indeed, that giveth vhrtut 
to the deed, but faith muft guide and govern our 
Intentions; becaufe without fome renewal of a de- 
praved nature, our intentions could not flow from a 
purefource*: for Chrift faith, Matt. yi. 23. If thine 
^e he evil, thy whole iodyjball be full ofdarknefs . Now by 
the eye we are to underftand, the intention or defign 
"yvith which a man doth anything; fo that the con- 
clufion muft be evident, that he who adls not from a 

fodly and pious motive^ or from a true faith working 
y love, the whole body, that is the whole number 
pf hi^workfi, will be dark and deficient ; as being not 
built upon a fure foundation. In confidering this 
fubjedl, we muft never lofe fight of this truth, that 
good adlions are not to be entirely valued for their 
X^e difterence from pofitivew^j, but for the^n>r- 

^ Unki^ this do^rine be trac, there icems to hare been no necef- 
fity of fetting forth the promifed Seed, who was to give jiowcrto 
broire the enemy's head ; that is, to aifid the fallen nature azainft the 
degeneracy it bad contraf^ed, by yielding to the fnare of the evil 
one. And confequently, the Chrittian religion direftcth us by the 
eye of faith, to look up to that glorious Being, by whom, and for 
whom we are made, and who alone fhould be the z;?^ of all our beft 
labors, 
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ciple on which they proceed. If a heathen clothcth 
the nakedj feedeth the hungry, and pcrformeth 
fuch works as thefe, from a proud principle of his 
own fufficiency, being dead to any fenfc of his in- 
nate depravity and weaknefs, and the neccflity of 4 
regenerating influence upon his foul, his works arc 
vain and fruitlefs in a religious light, as having no 
better objedt than his ou;n gratification ; and as we 
ftiould fay of a Chrijlian, under no better influence, 
that becaufe they are not done in faith (that is, for 
the honor and love of God}, they are unprofit-r 
able works to him. So the heathen, denying the 
power of that light, which in God's wifdom is 
proportionably refl:ored to all his creatures, in the 
gifts of natural confcience, and freedom of will, and 
depending upon his own pofitivc merit, work^ 
cth nothing that will benefit him in another life *• 
Biit in addrefllng Chriftians, to whom the whole 
counfel of God is in a manner revealed, we muft in 
a clofer fenfe aflert, that it is faith ^hich doth 
commend the work to God. For as the fame holy 
Father affirms, in another place, (whether we arc 
willing to admit it or not), the work that exped:- 
cth a reward, without being wrought ir\ faith, will 
certainly be rejected . Where the belief of Chrift 
doth not exift, and is not the foundation, there, t\9 

• To thtf eternal praife and glory of God's gopdncfs towards 
mankind, we have the moft fs^tisiadory proof, in the hiftory of tnc 
Centurion, that even heathens may work acceptably to him ; fof 
we are told that this man's prayers and alms ivere heq^rdy and it waV 
doubtleifi becaufe he felt his wants by nature ; lamented liis own 
infirmities and degeneracy ;* and looked to the Autho^ of all good^ 
according to the meafure of light he had ;• fo that in him the poweij 
of faith operated, altliough he was in the dark as to the imtten 
evidence. In him, a happy portion of that light difcovcrcd itfelf]^ 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world; and the' 
work which Chrift had done before the beginning of time, was in a 
faving degree manifeded io that good man ; and verifies our blefle4 
-X.ord's declaration, that piany /hould come from the eafi ami the nvefi\ 
and Jit dorujn in the kingdom of God, ^when the children oftht kimgdaia 
Jhould he caji outn 
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good work will be able to ftand the trial, let the 
building be ever fo fair, and promifing to mortal 
judgment. 

The work, then, which adminiftercth life and 
vigor to every other Chriftian exertion, is that which 
is feated in the mind ; in a rational exercife of that 
faith which worketh by love. If you poffcfs tbaf^ 
you may be fare that every other profitable work 
will follow ; for the actions of ability, wifdom, 
temperance, and juftice, are all to b^ placed to the 
fame account ; and the reafon why the life that is 
void of faith is ftyled^«, is becaufe nothing can be 
effentially good, without his help who is the fole au- 
thor of all goodnefs; and where his good fpirit 
hath no fway, there can be nothing but the bare 
appearance of virtue, or the Yiame and (hadow of ix 
(a? before obferved). . And it is in this fenfe that 
the fame ancient Father thus interpreteth^ part of 
the 3d verfe of the Ixxxivth Pfalm: Hhe fwallow 
hath found a heft for herjelf where Jhe may lay her young. 
The Jews, fays he, and alfo Heretics, and Pagans, 
may certainly perform works vijibly good, when 
they Ihew marks of mercy ; but if they are not de- 
rived from a principle of true faith, that is, from a 
reliance on the afliftance of the Supreme, the birds 
are loft ; but if they cherifti any degree of this aid, ^ 
then they are preferved by faith, which may be 
confidered as the neft of their young ones, or the 
trtafure-houfe, and Safeguard of their good aftions, 
fo that the reward of them will be thereby fecured. 
Ikid this point, which is handled at large by the* 
fame Father, is decided in very few words by an- 
other*. He, (fays he,) who by ^nature, by mere 
conftitutional powers, without any benefit of di- 
vine grace, and apprehending no renewal of the 
mind to have taken place through the mercy of the 
Creator, and that he was originally cheated with a* 

1^ St, Ambrofc. 
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mixture of evil, as he now feels ; he who by his bafd 
natural will, or reafon, in its degenerated ftate> 
thinks himfelf able to conquer vice, he exalteth 
the virtue of his endeavors to no faving purpofe, 
nor will he ever make any progrcfs in real virtue i' 
for vit is only by a due worfhip or regard to the? 
true God, being fcnlible of our own infufficiency,- 
and that every effential good muft fome-how be. 
derived from him, that we afcertain the real difFcr-« 
cnce between virtue and vice ; for the natural man • 
hnoweth not the things- of God, neither can he^ becauje 
they are Jfiritually difcerned\ which abundantly proves 
the diftindion between the carnal, and' the Chrif- 
tian mind. We have the opinion likewife of an- " 
other Father of the Church * on this fubjed, who 
cxprefles himfelf to this efFedl : There are many,- « 
doubtlefs, (fays he,) who are void of the true faith^ 
who do not belong to the flock of Chrift^ and yety ' 
to all appearance, they abound in works of m^rcy t 
they are compaflionate towards their fcllow-crea-*-. 
tures, and difpofed to do jufticc, and yet their 
•works are very defeftive, becaufe deftitute of this 
qualifying article : — they give not the glory to God^r 
For when the Jews afked Chrift, what they fhould 
do that they might work the works of God^ He anfwered/ 
this is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
hath Jent» So that you plainly fee, our Lord de* 
clareth faith to be the work of God ; and as foon 
as any one hath faith, there can be no doubt but he" 
will immediately ftiew it, by the exercife of every 
other good work, becaufe this is the ruling Chrif-# 
tian virtue, without which, nothing is valuable in 
the fight of God. And to illuftrate the truth of - 
his pofition, the fame ancient writer employs the 
following ftrong comparifons : They that Ihirne in 
the ornament of good deeds, without faith in God, " 
without any fenf€ of his needful help, or depend- 

♦ St. Chiyfoftomf. 
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SMKc upon his favor, are like dead men in elegant 
and coftly tombs, whofe outward beauty availeth 
them nothing*; and our blefled Matter made ufe 
of the very fame figure when in St. Matt, xxiii. 27, he 
called the felf-righteous Pharifees whitedyOt polilhed 
fepukhres. To conclude this part of the fubje<St.— - 
Though faith muft not be feparated from corr^-* 
fponding adions, for then it is not properly true 
fa\th, yet, when it is joined with works, it ftill pre-* 
krwethits/uperior Ration; like as the fpring that feeds 
a river, is eflentially more valuable than the ftfeam 
that runneth from it. Andasthc creature/f;^ receives 
life, and then nourijhment^ to enable it to grow yp 
to a ftate of perfedion, fo muft the faith in Chrift 
go before^ and afterwards be proved, and cultivated 
by good works ; for as food will not take cffe<5l 
without there is life^ neither would life zoxsr 
tinue without nourijbment ; fo a man, will ne- 
ccffarily derive benefit from good works, though 
firfl he muft have faith, lince it has b^en fo repeat- 
edly fliewn, that deeds proceeding from any otk^r 
principle, do not prepare us for eternal life. Thei*« 
is one example indeed, which may be inftanced, of 
a man who lived, that is, was faved, without pjEX-- 
forming any outward works of the law, and , that is 
the cafe of the malefadtor, who was executed wh.en 
Chrift fuffcred on the crofs. From the letter of 
the ftory> it appears, that on his expreffing a belief 
in Chrift, the moft merciful God did juftify or 

* Hence we may conclude, that they whonf the providence of 
God hath thought proper to leave without a renjeaUd yoord, rauft 
ftill attribute any excellence of virtue they may poflefs, to the cfFeft 
of a light, grace, or power, that haA been procured for them 
through the mercy of the Supreme ^ whence every degree of perfeftion 
is derived. T'o this they mull look up, or their attainments will 
profit them nothing ; this is the portion of faith expelled from them j 
and indeed this is the confefTed opinion of fomc of the bed, and 
wifeft, of the heathen philofophcrs thcmfelvc*. 

pardon 
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pardon him*. St. Chryfoftom obferves in thii 
place, that he does no{ mean to difpute with any- 
one about the good works the man might afterwards^ 
have done, had time been fpared him, (his opinion 
upon this we (hall prefently difcoyer) ; he only 
affirms, in arguing for the neceffity and value of 
faith, that faith only favcd this pcrfon ; but at the 
fame time to prevent any improper dependance 
upon fo extraordinary an a6t of mercy, he adds. If 
he had livedo and not regarded faith ^ fo as to have 
performed the works thereof, he would have loft 
his falvation again. When he affcrts therefore, 
that faith alone faved him, it is more clearly to 
diftinguifli between cauje and effeSl ; and when he 
fays that works by themfeives never juftified any 
one, it is to Ihew that they muft originate in this 
principle, and not in the unregenerated will of 
man. So far you have the fentiments of this ancient 
father on this very important articile, which he 
carefully fecures from any fatal miftake in thefc 
words following : Whereby you niay perceive and 
determine that. neither is faith to be efteemed with- 
cut worksy if the opportunity is afforded men to- 
work (which we muft all allow has not been with- 
held from us), nor that works can avail to eter- 
nal life without faith t. 

* But we muft be cautious not to build a falfe fecnrity on this* 
fingle and fingular inftaqce of Chrift's power, when he was in the - 
laft adl of ffaling the redemption of mankind ; an inftance which 
can never happen again. Befides#.it is beyond all difpute, thaf the 
conrvi^liSnihdX had taken place in this malefador's mind, would have 
produced ma?^ works had his life beei\ prolonged, whereas the call 
and promife is held out to us daily ; fo that to defer repentance to 
the laft hour, on fuch/an account, would be excefs of rafhnefs and 
prefumption. 

+ From this ftate of the cafe, it doth plainly appear, that all who 
have the means^ and time of feeking, and alking for faith, and da' 
riat employ it, can have no rcafon to expe^ a miracle of converfion 
wrought in them, (when on the brink of ^/^r«/>y,) which Ihall produce 
a faith that will fave their fouls, and Which they migYit have obtained 
in time^ if they had not hardened thdir hearts^^gainft convi^on, by 
wilfully negledling the proffered means of grace. 

THE 
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THE SEdONb PART. 

Ja ' • •. * ^ ■ ■ ' •■ . 

Uf the three thingi prdpoftd for ybtir cbiifidera- 
tion in the Begitiiiing of this difcobrfe^ cdiicerning 
a true and lively fiiith, /w^,haye been, very partici^^ 
larly explained to you ; • Firft^ that Faith is never 
mtbout toorks, when an opportunity bffel-s of dif-^ 
thahging them ; and fecdildlyi. that fuch as ase 
pleaniig to Godj mu& proceed from A certain de^ 
grec of proper faiths. We come now to the exa* 
tnination oi the /iS/r«? part, which equally rcquil-ci 
bur ferious attention i viz. what ^itid of gobd works 
khey arei whifch naturaliy flow froma lively faiths 
and lead gdbd nven to evdri^ftingiife: Now this caii 
bd learnM frotn no one (6 well> as froip our Saviot 
Chrift himfelf ; who beiiig a(ked by the rich mart 
in, the Gofpel (St. Matti xix; i6, 17.) fFhat goad 
Mng be jhould ib, thai he might have eternal life t 
replied, Ijf thb^ wilt enter into life, hep the tcmmand^ 
ments: Biit the perfon not fatisfied with this an-^ 
iweri enquired further, which commandments ? At 
firft light, thi^ (ccdndqufeftion may appear extr'aor-^ 
binary i Jefus having fpoken in fuch general term§ 
as could not be rhiftaken from including aU God's 
law; but the Scribes and Phsirifees had made fd 
many laws and traditions of their own, which they 
fet forth as neceflary to bring men to heaven, that 
this man feemed doubtfuli whether he fliould ob-i 
tain etetnal life By obfcrving tbe/e traditions, or th© 
tomnlandme«its of God alone ; and for that reafon, jt 
is prdbaWe, he tharked his fccond enquiry with tha 
fliftinguifliii^ exprefOon of which commandment^ 
he ttifcant ? Our Savior rrturned him thS piaine(t 
infwer iniaginabie, arid to avoid all miftakeS, re* 
|)eate(i the cdmmkndmfent^ of God, faying, Thou 
Jbalt do nb muriier. H^oufifaU not iommii adultery. TJjoU 
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JbaU mtJieaL Thou jhalt not iearfalfe wUnefs* HofKf 
thy father and thy mother. And thouftialt love thy neigh-- 
hour as thyjelf In thig reply, our bleffed Lord 
declares moft evidently, that the laws of God, and 
not the traditions of men, are to be followed, as 
the fureft way that leadeth unto life ;. and therefore 
it is to be received as the fafefl: of all leiTons, (be-^ 
caufe proceeding from Chrift's own mouth) that 
the works of the in(;ral law, or comaiandment^ of 
God,, arc the true,, and adual .w:orks of^faith, which 
lead to everlafting happincfs in the world tocomt ; 
*— but, through contradled evil and bllndnefs, man, 
(evenfiDin the beginning) hath ever been ready to 
fall from due obfervance of God's: bw3* Thus 
Adam, our firft parent, though he had but ong 
commandment given him,— ^hat he (ht)ul4 not c^e 
of the forbidden fruit ; yet in fpite of God's maft 
gracious caution, trufting to his compuni^n, whd 
was deceived by the fubtle. perfuafions of Satun, in 
the form of the ferpent, he followed his own will, 
and deferted his Creator's law ; and confo(|uent)y 
ever fince that time, all his ppfterity have been fo 
depraved through the efFcds of original fin, that 
they have ever been difpofed to njegled the precepts 
of Almighty God, and to invent iiifw imys of falva- 
tion by works of their own fancy; and this in fo 
terrible a degree, that almort the whole world, for- 
faking the true honor of the eternal living God, 
have wandered frojn the right waj^, according to 
their own dark and falfe notions ; worlliipping at 
different times, and in various places, the fun, the 
moon, and the ttars. Such was the fupt^rftition of 
the heathen nations, who made gods and goddefles 
of mortal beings, after their dep?kft«i^re from this 
life ; paying divioe homage to Jupiter, Juno, Saturn, 
Apolu), Neptune, Bacchus, Diana, Ceres, and 
others. Some not fatisfied with /iWi idolatry, have ' 
worfhipped various l^inds of beails, birds, fidi, fowl, 
and ferpeiits; every countryj ^town, and houfc, 

. . being 
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being in a manner divided^ and fetting up images 
oif fuch things as they preferred, and to which they 
offered reverence as. unto God. Such w^s the error, , 
land grofs mifcondu<5t of manKind> as foori as they 
dcferted the^ guidance of the ^loft High, and ne-. 
gle<5Hng his commandments, gave way to their own. 
yain and finful fwcies. In this delufioh they con- 
tinued, till the Almighty, pitying the blindnefs of 
his creatures, fent his true Prophet Mofes into tho 
A^'orld, to reprove a^id check thijs excefs of mad- 
nefs, and to teach the people to know the only 
living God, and how he mould be worlhipped ; 
but the corrupted inclination of the creature was 
aWays fo much giv^n to follow its own conceits, 
and, as one may (ay, to favor the bird it had brought 
up, that not all the admonitions, exhortations, be- 
nefits, and threatnings of God himfelf, coald wnoU/ 
divert him from favoring fiich ' inventions. And 
of this we have a memorably example in the un- 
grateful condudl of the Ifraelites ; for notwithflahd- 
mg all the miraculous favors fliewn them, as fooa 
as Mofes went up into the, mountain to receive 
God's commands, and had tarried there a few days,' 
the people immediately doubted the power of thek 
Great Deliverer; they rebelled through unbelief, 
and began to think of other godsi ; they aAually made 
a calf of gold, and were fo loft to every rational 
fenfe of duty, as to fall down and worlhip it. In 
after times, they followed the Moabites in. f heir ido- 
latry, paying adoration to Baal Peor, the idol of 
that people. If we confult the Book of fudges, 
tbe Book of Kings, and the writings of the ftro- 
phets, we Ihall iind innumerable inftances, how 
very unftedfaft thefq people were, how full of 
wicked devices, and how much nt6re ready to pre- 
fer, their owii, foolifti imaginations, thaa to cb9,f 
God's hbly laws. Therein we fee chat they. paid* 
honor to the images of Baal, Moloch, Alhtarot'i, 
Bell, the Dragon, an(J the twcj^ve fi^^qf the hea- 
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veftly bodre*> befides many othei^', to whom they 
M'ttt devoted by humble pilgrimages, by coftly 
offerings, arid incertfe, adoring and preferring thmt 
a'boVc the prctcpts of the only* true God. And 
tirtn though tht JLord, in thafe days, comm^ndeiJ 
no facrifice to be offered but to frimfclf> in Jeruft- 
Km, yet did tHey quite the* contrary ; making attars^, 
2ihd offering oblations dti hills, in ti^oods, in houfes ; 
llightly regarding the ot-dinances of God, and. pay- 
ing the chief religious tcfped: tofuch impious cfclu- 
fions. ' An3 thtrtime was become fo general, thaf 
itot only th& i'gnb^ant populace,^ but even their . 
jJTiefts^itci te^hel-^ iv eye i^qii^Wj' corrupted, andf 
ltd aftfiy/'j^ftly through vanity and covet6ufnefsy 
alid paktf *tfift>itgh the prex^aiiing deception of the 
fike aftrdmination*. And accordingly \vc read in 
At Old Ifeftament, that whife .the retgni'ng king of 
Ifi-^el h^ only one true teacher and minid^er of Gody 
(the Prophet EMjah,) there wefe.e^ght hundred and 
My priefts tttat perfuaded him to honor Baat, and 
tp d& iacrificC' in the ^ood^ iipnd groves. And this? 
liniVerfal d'ehifiott prevailed,: tin the days of thofc 
three faithful King^, jehoftiaphat, HezekiaK, and 
jofiah, 'God*s chpfen fei?vants, who deftroyed the 
feme, and ^rbug'ht the people from the practice of 
fOth foul idolatry, to Kften ti> the true command- 
iifvmts df the Lord God Almighty,, for which theif 
immortal glory ^oth remain recorded in his holy 
ToiulTie> and fhaft remain itt.heaven fop ever. 

But belides^ thefe more atomiuable er^rs; the* 
pi'eferefice 'men fitifyb been VainFy induced to'give' 
tQi their oXvn partr^I me^^hods of dcYcftion, hatlt 
caiifed thei^ at ^1 titfies-i in fome Ihape or othfcr, 
tb ftart ntw fcdlu,- a^nd hatyics of ireligion ** Of this 
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*' It {^^al#ays to* have fcert" i'rbotb* error in liiiftttn natu^,- 
tb ht(Akt'tiit f^QarHuKfi^^^ whether: foM^tiy ordtiftd, oKpro-* 
videntially pdlrmictiKi and t^MUhci, laod to be darving out nweU 
lies and mode$ oV their oivti yanctes^i^^thns is it to thii dafr amongf 
•Mr/ihert'-^vidi, tfius was it amcpg tht y^tm of old^- ' 
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Vid have tbe ftrongjell proof \n th^ f^p^jiitipns %i)4 
4diftm(5tion5 oith^Pharifees and Saddu^^es^ ^mi Scriies^ 
and many others, ^all ^hounding in appei^rancs, with . 
variou s holy and godly rulea and ordinances^ ^n!^ 
other plaufible works ; though in truth {as thisijr 
general chara(^t^ ilemonftratedi all tending to ido«- 
latry, fupjerftitioii, and hypocrify. Their hearts 
within being filled with malice^ pride, covctoufnefs, 
and all manner of wickcdnefs* Againft thefe fc<3:s^ 
and their pretended holinefs, our Blcffed Lord €^- 
claimed more vehemently than he did againft any 
^ other pcrfons, often reproaching them in th^ff 
;; words ; fVi^ unto yau Scribes and Ph^rifees^ bypocriies / 
Jor ye m^h clean the oi^tf%de of the cup^ and ef fhe plah 
ier, kut wUhiu ye are full rf extortion and em^fs* Thiin 
blind Pharifee^ clean firji that which is y;iibin : for 
pofwithftanding all their plaufible triditipn^ oJF 
. jLheir own invention^ and all the outward Ihew qi 
virtuous a<3:ions, wherel?y they ;|pp<^red to thjp 
world as holy and religious men> yef thrift f wbff 
Jc new their heart) perceived that inward Iy> aod ijn 
the fight of God they were abpminabk, and thf 
furtheft from pure hoUnefs of all i^t^n ; and fpr 
this reason he reproached them in the Ja^nguage pf 
the Prqphet Jfeiah *. This pe&ple honsr me pith their 
Ups^ but their ke^t is far from me : They worjbip me hi 
vain, teaching for do^rines the commandments of nien > 
for they had made the commandment of God of none effeWHy 
their traditions* 

But her^ we muft tarefully obfervCj that althoiigb 
Chrift »ypft truly faid, They Jp w&rjhif Qod i^ vain^^ 
who teaeh for doSirine^ the commandments of m^ i yet 
he noeajrit not hereby to fet afide aJl v^lue in the 
laws of ment for the orderly and religious regu-? 
lation offfociety I becaufe it is indifput^blej th.af 
He i?i^^ was ever obedientTo the princes iPf the . 
time/a,nd the lawa,ei)fic9:ed;by them for, the gogd' 
government of the pwpl<^ over whom they reignedt ' 

OBr.Bkfled Mafter Qply^^eprovcd ^he* inftitytioM 
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made by the Scribes and Pbarife^s^ independent of 
the authority of that dominion under which they 
were providentially placed ; which were npt ma^e 
particularly for the good order of the people, as the 
ciyil laws of the land were, but tended to confufiort 
and diforder, in being fet up fo high, that they 
were confidered as a right and pure worshipping ojf 
God, in preference to his primary commandments; 
and as though they had been equal to bis law's or 
above them, many bf which were difregarded, and 
forced to give place to their traditions. Such arro- 
gance, we may juftly conclude, muft be pffenfive tq 
the Almighty, that man fhould dare to exalt his 
owrt inventions, and put them on a level with his 
Maker's ordinances ; nay, that he Ihould prefer them 
even to the exclufion of the law s that Gpd had po- 
litively appointed, and by obedience to which his 
honor is eftabliftied. It is God's will and pleafure 
therefore that all fuch laws of men fhall be ob- 
fcrved as tend to the profperity of every temporal 
ftate, but as the very beft of human intfitutions 
muft not prefume to approach the wifdom of Di- 
vine appointments, fo muft they ever be confidfered 
in fubfervience to them. All civil laws either 
lare, or fliould be, formed with a vi^w to rehdet 
men more ready ^o obey the laws of God, and in 
proportion as they have this objedt, they are more 
Dr lefs valuable ; fince the chief and ultimate end 
of all the creature's labours, lliould be to promote 
the hbiior of the Creator. But the Scribes and 
Pharifees were not content that their traditions 
fhould be efteemed fuperior to other temporal 
iaws, but they ftiled them holy ; they w^ifhed them 
to be received not only as a part of the true wor- 
fliip of God, but alfo as highly honoring God^ 
and to which his own copnmandments fhould giv^ 
j^ace. It was foi* this cauie that Chrift deliverecj 
himfelf fo pointedly, and earncftly againft them> 
feeing they had a nicer confciencc and greatet con- 
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cern in the violttion of thefe cradititins> than in 
tranfgrefling the.perfcd: law of God : of this wc 
have abundant inllancesi For example, fo fcru- 
puloufly and ignoraptlv did they obferve the fab* 
bjath, that they were offended with our Lord be-» 
ckufe he healed the fick, and with his Apoftles, 
wWn being hungry/they gathered fome ears of corn 
Xjoeat upon that day. And as the Difciples of Chrift 
did not ufefuch frequent waihings as the traditions of 
the Pharifipes required^ the Scribes and Fbarifeesxe- 
. fented their n^lecfl^ and accufed Chrifl on this 
account^ affirming, that his Difciples broke the 
tradition of the elders. To this falfe charge^ our 
Savior returned this jufl, and fharp rebuke; that 
from undue refped): to their own traditions, they 
tempted men to break the commandments of their 
God, for they . taught the people a falfe devotion ; 
that if they oflfered their goods in the treafury of the 
Temple, under the pretence of honoring God ; 
they might abandon their own parents, whom God's 
commandment enjoined them to protedt. Again 
he expofed their abfurdity in efteeming an oath 
made by the gold, or (offering of the Temple, to be 
of greater confequence, than one that was, made ia 
the name of the Temple, or of God Himfelf. Fur^ 
thcr, that they were more diligent to pay their 
tithes of trifling things ^ than to perform the weightier 
mdtters of the law, as works of mercy and ofjuftice, 
and to deal fineerely and uprightly with God, ,and 
man, Thefe, faith Chrift, ought to be done, and 
the oihCiT^ not left undone. To, conclude, thefe 
nien were fo void of all. found judgment in religi^ 
OU6 matters, that ^cfordipg to the proverb, they 
might be faid %o ftumble ataj^r^we?, while they 
were able to leap over a wall ; they would (toufe 
the ftrong fimile of fcripture particularly applied 
to them) be fcrupuloufly ni<:e to ftrain off a fly 
from out of their cup, and fwallow a larger in-. 
fed; thm is, to hefitate at little things, anddifregard 
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thbfe of greater moment. Moft truly therefore dkl 
0ur Savior term them it/rW guides, and cautioi^ 
hhdifciples, from time to time, to avoid their doc* 
trinei ; ' fpr though to outward appearance they 
fe^med moft perfeft charaders, both in their man* 
iier of life^nd converfation, yet was tlicir condud: 
but Jiypocrify, and their teaching mixed with fu-r 
perftition, idolatry, and error- This was the de- 
fcription of the pretendps to piety in thofe days, and 
k haa and ever will he the fame in all times ; 
from fuch falfe and fatal pra<5lices may God for. - 
ever defend u^, through the grace of Jefus Chrift 
ckir Lord t Wherefore if you polTefs any zeal for 
the right and pure \i(A\ov of God, if you have any 
regard to yout own fouls, and th;|t future ftate of 
Dein*, which is defcribed by endiefs happinefs, 
above all things apply yourfelves to read and bear 
tbe word of- God— Marlf diligently what the will 
of thf Lord is, and ufe your utmoft cnd^vour 
tq obey it. * 

Firrt, you muft ftriyft to attain fo a true faitji in 

God tbrougb Chrift, and give yourfelves wholly 

Xp his fervicc. ' Love K^m in profpeTity and ad* 

yerfity, artd be cautious not to offend him in any 

thing whatever. ^ Secondly^ love all nien for bi^ 

fake, whether they be friends o^^foes, becaufc they 

ave hi3 ^ork and im^ge, and redeemed by Cbri& 

as well as you, provided they live up to th^ condi-t 

ipion^ of his gofpel. Strive to dp good to all jnen tq 

tliebeft of your abilities, and do no hiirt to any onej 

obey all yqur governors and teachers ; ferve your 

caVth^' mafte'rs moft faithfully and catefttUy, ai^ 

well when they are abfent as in their prefcnce; 

iiotfrom feiftfh vi^ws, from dread of puniftvrnent 

^ alonct, but for confcience-fake, knowing that you 

' afre bound' to tins 'by God's contfAandmwts ; rebel 

not againiV your fatheir<:f your llibthcr by difobe^ 

^iehce, 'but honor them, help them^ artd pleafc 

them ' fa your utmoft ^ brmrefs not, |cjfi| wdt, nor 



ITbe Homilies of /Be Church of England, 99 

yield to ^ny manner of ftrife ; neither flahder or 
perfecute any man, but love all, in the general 
fenfe of God's commandment ; fpeak well of all as 
far as tendeth to cherifli chriftian charity, and 
help the diftrelTes of mankind as far as opportu- 
nity offers, yea even them who perhaps have dealt 
unfriendly by you ; defrs^ud no man, nor covet 
your neighbour's property, but qontent yourfelves 
with honejf gain, or what the bounty .of the Lord 
hath particularly allotted to your ftation ; ^nd alfa 
JDeftow from your abundance charitably, as need 
requires. Commit no kind of unchafte fins in will 
•pV deed^ and perfevere during ail your life to 
obey God's, pofifive laws^ Then wiM you difcover 
by yqur pradice, that you ait upon %\i^ genuine 
principles of the gofpel, that you have a true fenfe 
t)f what is due to the honor of God ; and thefc. 
workj? being wrought through faith in the divine 
word and promife, God hath gracioufly ordained 
to be the mi(t and pfopcr way to . HeaVe^t If thu« 
yjoa condutfl yourfelves in all humility and godly 
zeal, you (hall not fail, as Chrift has^promifed, to 
pbtain that blefled and eve'rlafting life, where you 
ihaft dwell in peace, iind joy,and gkvry, with feints 
find holy angels to all eternity, even with the firft 
born from the dead, who liveth and dieth no more. 
With God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, to 
whom be all praife, honor and dominion for ever 
|nd evef ^ Amen. 



N* B. As the third part of this Homily on Good 
Works treats principally of that kind of Works 
whiith was grounded in the error and fuperftition 
of popifh tiines, and which at pr^fent do hot 
materially concern aJr, hg^ving fo long fince ex-' 
ploded their imagiqary value : the editor there- 
fore judged it fuperfluous to infert the greater 
part of it, but has concluded the foregoing dif- 
ccmrfe with that portion which feemed, better 
adapted to the general fubjeA, and ftill fuit^d ta 
^e in^^refts of all^lajfcs qf CniiisT^ANs. 
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PISCOURSE VIJ, 



l^on Charity, or Cbrijlian Love^ 



X Cor. xiii. 3* 

And though I heftow all my Goods to feed the Poor^ nni 
though I ghe my Body to be humed^ and have na 
Charity, it frofiteth trie nothings 

C\F all the virtues necelTarjr to bp earneftly re-r 
Jl commend^ to chriftiaris, there is none of 
greater benefit, or more worthy to be enforced, than 
Charity 5 for in truth this fingle word comprifes all 
manner of righteoufnefs, and the decay of it 
amongft us is the certain caufe that virtue daily 
declines, vice gains ground, and tW whole world 
hafteneth to deftrudion* And becaufe almoft every 
man formeth to himfelf a kind of fharity, the off- 
fpring of his own fancy, a quality after his own 
defire ; and however faulty his life may be in m^ny 
refpeds, both in the fight of God and man, yet he 
will perfiiade himfelf he pbflefles this virtue ; the 
objedi therefor^, of the prefent difcourfe, is to 
give you 4 true and pls^n defcription of this ex- 
alted chriftian property, not as it is pidured by 
men's pwn imaginations, but according to the 
word^ anid example of pur Lord and Savior Jefus 
Chrift : in which account of it, every one confi- 
4ering himfelf as ir were in a glafs, may fee clearly, 
• 3 >v^xthou^ 
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without any danger of error, whether he is in pof^ 
ieflion of true charity, or not. 

Perfed charity then, is but another name to fig^ 
nify ih^ fuujl lovi of God \ whom ve are to love 
with all our hearty with all our life, and with all 
pur powers, or ftrength. By the expreffion with 
all our hearty is meant that our mind and ftudy be 
, employed in the belief of God's holy word^ 
to truft in him, and to love him above all 
things that wc moft defire, either in Heaven or 
earth. By the words with all our life, we mean 
that our chief joy and delight be placed on God, 
and in promoting his honor ; and that all the ac* . 
tions of our lives be principally dedicated to his 
fcrvice, being willing to live or die for Him, 
tnd to forfake all other things whatever liithcr than 
the love of our Creator : for wbojocvcr lovetb father 
or mother y Jon or daugbttTy houfe or land, more than me^ 
faith Chrift, he is not worthy of me*. By all our 
powers or ftpength is to be underftood the relig^oii» 
«xercife of every faculty we poffefs ; thgt our Imnds 
und feet, (our induftry and labor) our c/es and 
4Mirs, (our obfcrvation and diligence in Gcd'j; 
caufe) our mouachs or tot^ues, (our difcourfe and 
eoFivcrfati'on, both in infoudting others^ and ad-r 
vancitig ourfclves) in fhort, every part and power 
4^f botfh body and foul, fhould be devoted in ioxM 
refped or other, in prailing God, and keeping his 
commandments. This is the^:ry? and principal part 
of this heavenly virtue, but not the wlwle of it | 

* Thfife wordj of our Bkfled Lort impoft, that the choiceft 
^foHefiionsof this world, the deareft ties in nature, are all to bq 
confidered as gifts coming from God* He is to be ^or^ed as the 
mercifQl Author of them, and as his'wifHotii andTgoodf^ are 
equally concer^ied in the utkikg 0w^, as in tk^grvinj^ the^^ fo wi^ 
muft n^tidetire the indolgefvqe of them in preSsience \o his £ivor^ 
or fo build iipon thejn ^s a meam of bapp'wefi^ independant of hi$ 
will, as to negleft our duty to him in any fhaj>e; bat to enjoy thcn| 
with gratrtude to his inercy, and to rtfigH thw wjdi b^isjue/f^b-t 

puffion to^his uijernng deoroes^ * . 

for 
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for true chriftian charity ftridtly requireth ade^ 
gree of love towards all mankind ; good or bad, 
friend or foe j arid whatever caufe may Iwve beert 
giverl usi for the contrary, as carnal men, yet we 
Inuft bear-good will to all, .and'condudburfclves. 
religiouily towards each other in "^ords and vtamier^ 
no lefs than genuine benevolence and generous ac- 
tions. Thus it is tbat Chrift hath taught iss, sikJ 
fo iirdeed he aSled;, ' ' 

Concerning the love of God, this is hisddftrinc 
as recorded in St. Matthew's Gofpel, xxii. jy. In 
his anfwer to a doi3:6r of thci law,- wlto alked hinr* 
which was the^r^'^/ commandment* , Thefc are hi« 
Words : 'l^oujhalt love the Lord tby Gcd with aS. iby 
heart i and with all thyjotd^ and with all thy mind •* 
and as to the love we owe each other, his preceptsf 
are no lefs plain and pofitivc^ as reJattd in St.. 
Matthew V • 43 , &cz * Tou hanje heard that it was f mi 
of them of dd time, thou jhalt l&ue thy neighbour , and 
hate thine enemy y but I fay unie you love your enemies^ 
hkfs them that curfeyoUj do go^d to them that hate you^ 
fray for them that defptefuUy ufe you and perfecute yo«^ 
that you may be the children of your father who is in 
llm'ueny for he maketh his fun to rife on the evil and 
on the goody andfendeth rain on the juji and on the 
Unjujl : for if ye love them which love you only, what 
re^vardibave ye, do not even the publicans the fame? 
/Jnd if you falute your brethren only^ whet do ye more 
than others y do not even the publicans the fame ? Novr 
thefe you all know^ afe the very words of our Sa-- 
Vior Chrift himfelf, refpeifing the love of our' 
Neighbor ; and becAufe the Pharifecs, with their 
deluding traditions and fatfe interpretations, had 
not dnlyxorruptcd but almoft entirely ^ofped up 
this pure fountain of God's lively word,, teaching, 
that this love or charity extended only to a man'a 
friends ; and that it was enough for a perfon to re* 
turn aff€(5iron t<)?N^'ards thofe who were partiaf to 
them, and thai they might hate iheix .enemies y. 

there- 
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therefore Chrift, as it were>, opened this fountain 
again for the people^ cleared away the ot?ftru<3tions 
it had received, ana entirely purified the ttream^ 
by giving a true and clear explanation of this per- 
fe£l law of Charity ^ by fhe\vingi that in a ftricl re- 
ligiousfenfe we iriufl: cheriifh pyre good- will to all,. 
Further^ . our Lord cdnfirmcd and recommended 
this holy, precept, by fetting forth the benefits we 
fhould receive by due obfervance of it ; and oa 
the contrary, what jevil would enfue from our negleft 
thereof. ]For what poffiblexhing can any orie.de-. 
fire more .profitable,' than- that tne eternal God of 
Heaven fhould adopt us for his children ? . Ani 
this our blefled Mafter affures us will be the cafe> 
if we love each .other upon:, the principles of 
our being, equally the work of bis hands ; if we 
difcQver no exception in the difcharge of chriftian 
offices, through malicious paffions or fclfifti prefe- 
rence ; whereas if we nggledl this duty from any 
fuch caufes. He declares we are no better than de- 
fuded Pharifees, profane publicans, and ignorant 
heathens, and fhall have our reward together with 
them ; that is, to be lliut out from the number of 
God's eletft, and from an everlalling inheritance jn 
Heaven. . 

By this time, you cannot fail being thoroughly^ 
acquainted with the nature of pure charity, as 
explained by Chrift :. that it giveth God. the frfi 
place in our affcdlions *, and that every proper 
regard towards our fellow creatures,*muft be fhewn 
them for his fake: and of the expediency of the 
command we have the ftrorigqft teftimony in his 

* It mu ft be very evident, that Chrift in no fhape lowers the 
value of the relatinje duties betiveen parents and children, and other 
kindred connedlions : for in that he coiiymaiyls us to love both 
friend and foe, common fenfe and qaturs^ feeling, or confcience^ 
inform^ us, that clearly they (hould have the frft place in our re- 
gard, zs fellonv creatures. Indeed by referring us to the Supreme, 
as the primary objed of our duty, it neceflarily implies pbfervaRce 
^i )m commandmenSu . . \ 

own 
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own esj^aipple, in that be tenderly exhorted his ene« 
micsj rebuked the faults^ and laboured to corredt 
the errors of his oppofers 5 and when their malice 
and pefverfenefs pre vented reformation, yet ftill he 
prayed for them :- — even for the bittereft and .moft 
barbarouis^ WjKom inftead of ever injuring ox- pro- 
.voki9g, he was even Jufferiug tofave. Father for-- 
giv^ them, (lays he, under the toriupe of the vileft 
perfecu tipn ) j&r th^y know, not what th(y 4^. Whereas 
in €ur cafe few of u^ have any enemies buD what 
Vfc have in fo me degree offended, and we very well 
know what w^ do in harbouring refentment ; we are 
doing the devil's works yir him, at the hazard of 
puf own fouls. 

Again, oui; Blefled Matter's example is Ungu- 
largly eminent, in what refp^cls the ground of this 
moft ch/iftian precept ; in that he frji loved the 
Father zho\t all things, fo much that he fought* 
not^his ^wn glory in any thing he did, but the 
honor of the Father only* / /eek not mine own will, 
(faith he, in John v. 30,) tut the wUl of Him whofent 
me } and he could not prove it in a ftronger manner, 
than dial he refufed hot to die to fatisfy his Fa- 
ther's will* Attend to his own fubmiflive expref- 
lions, even under the fevered conflift of his trial. 
Matt;. 3^xvi. 39. my Father^ if it befqjftbh^ let this 
mf ptfsfromme ; neverthelefs not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt* And it ,was from the force of this principle, 
that his condud: towards his enemies derived fuch 
a matchlefs character of companionate forbearance ; 
(and it is impoflible to dwell too much upon it) for 
he dempnftrated the pureft love for thofe, who in 
their hearts, bore him the fouleft hatred ; who in 
their words, fpoki: all manner of lying evil of him ; 
And i^tYitivaSions, perfecuted him with unrelenting 
malic^i even to dtath. Still we perceive no flack- 
cning of his benevolence : H^ loved them to the end; 
preached t9 them of love ; made clear the error of 
their do(3trine j reproached their wicked lives 5 
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forewarned them of their danger, and did thAH 
ever/ kind of good, even patiently rectivfiig what-^ 
ever they moft ungratefully fpake, oif did againfl: 
hirii* When th^y reviled him, he aiifwefed not 
Again. It is not thus' we ufually ad, by th^ft whd 
give us evil word?. When they fmote hifn, he re- 
lifted not* An example tjoe are little apt td foU 
low* Arid when he fuffered deaths he did not punifti 
his inveterate murderers as he had power to do i 
nay did not even threaten them, but' with -an ex- 
cefs df pity, which alone eftablifties the divinity of 
his nature, he importunes his hestvenly Father 
tofliew them fw^fy ; and as the prophet moft 
beautifully aiid atFeftingly expreffes it, Ifaiah liii; 
Ver. 7. He was ofpreffid, and ve was affliSledi y^^ be 
tpeneanot'bis moHtb; be is ireught as' a lamb to Ibi 
JlaugbttTy and as a Jheep before berjhearers fsdrnniy Jb 
ton^lAinetb be not* 

Hire we have the moft glorioud tialmple in 
Htm who ii^ the way, and the life, how we fhoiiid 
tear the fevercft trials, how we Ihould conduQ: 
ourfelves towards our very enemies. A Ad though ii 
is fmpoflible, \vc Can do it ferfeSly^ as Hi did, vk 
1«?hom wa3 no Jin^ yet it is our ppfitive duty to" 
endeavour , and to pray for that fpirit t6 helpj 
which was ^U-fufficient inChrift, to upheld pcr-i 
feftion f and particularly we muft be cautious not 
to yield to tempers which will enfr^are and hurry 
us into quite different behavitkjf, by reviling ouf 
enemies, expofing their fauitsi or ftttirig otherf 
againft them. ' $ h^ 

^ We win nowfliortly coniider foifie m ^t*l^efiti 
tvhich niay*eccflari!y fld\rih)ttt t^is truJj^ ChrifKait 
virtue, ^ins, then, iff one grsgid ; and geiteTal ad- 
vantage Aat every one wiirtxpSrifecc^^hq fin- 
ccrely examines his owrt beart ; j^ wiH xktx^af 
difcover, Vithout poffibility of miftal^e^^l^h^ cpn^ 
dition his foul is itr, as tothf i^^ffton ^ ti^i it^p"^ 
excellent of the Chrifti^'gta^cir*lwi«r h h^ri 
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Hhinfy vnih m men, and fo the child of God ^ or not : 
for although almoft all people are apt to perfuade 
themfclves they are in charity With the lyorld, (cf- 
pecially when the profpeft of a future ftate bringetli 
the nec^iy of the condition nearer to them) ye^ in 
order that they may not deceive themlclve^ij it will 
be highly expedienti before they arrive to the abovft 
extremity, to probe and fcarch their bedrty life, and 
eonver/btim, that is, what they occafionally feel; z&^ 
and fay, concerning their neighbor, friend, or foe, by 
which they Will quickly perceive whether they arc 
in perfeA charity, or not ** Arid fo in refpedl tq 
God, we may likewife obtain sin uileiting judgment 
of the meafure of dur chai'ity or loVe towards f£m, 
by the following teftimony. He who is not a flave 
to his own will, but dcvoteth himfelf fincerely to 
his Maker's fervice, he may be fure that he loveth 
God as'becometh a dependant creature t but if he 
hath hot this witnefs in liimfelf, he loVeth him not^ 
whatever he may pretend, or fancy. Arid the cer- 
tainty of this rule, to try the ftate of our hearty 
both toward God and man, is fully eftablifhed by 
the declaration of our Lord himfelf, in John :Sdiu 
35. In regard to men, he fays. By this JhaU all men 
know that ye are my Sifciples, if ye have love one to another ; 
as alfo in i Jo^in li. 10. He that loveth his brother 
abidetb in the light ; 11. hut he that hateth his brother is 
in darknejs. Ags^n, i Ep. v. 2, 3. By this we 
vfe know that we arg the children of God, when we love 
God, and keep his. commandments : and this is the 
love of God; ttv^ty we keep his commandments. 
And in the .14th, 1 5th, And 2 1 ft, Chrif^ fpeaking 
of our lover 'towards Goa, rcf^uireth this proof of 
our^ncere affe^i^n for him : If ye lo^e me, keep nrf 
commandmeras -, fdii be that- hath my commandments, and 

^ VtuuDtvef men nay ffy^or think, this* in roTped to enemks^ it 
one oC thft hard^ of all QhMkm duties to j^nFoTmJtjtcen/y : but 
the Mae and nece^ity^of it, is.fuUy fliewn in the a^ that cxowned 
our Savior's Tirtite and fySeringi, as before defcribed, 

\h^:i, H hepetb 



hefifb thm^ h it hibai i$vefb me. If af^mlcmim^ 
betaiUhej^mywords^andmypatkerwUtm^kimi md 
Vf$ will €4nae imiobimt amlmakr ^ur abede sj^bbim':, 
hU bitb^t kvetb me uoi^ keepeib nU n^ Jo^yiufgi^ Thefe 
then ace tbe infallible marks bv wbkrh we niuft cnr 
ourfelves. Our lov€ lowarcU God and our neigh- 
bour reciprocally prove cpM other : he who coo^ 
fcicficioufljr regard? God's law9 ; who pofielTes a 
kiod heart and difpofitkm ; ami wif^ily direifbeth his 
words and ^adions tx>ward& all maakiad^ both 
friend and foei he may be allured that he bath 
charity ; tbat charity wUeb cov^riib ibe multiiudi ef 
fiu* And he may (afi^ly truil« chaj: God wi U receive 
him at bis own ; fot» as St. John fays» i John iii. 
Io» Itt this tbi cbildnn ^ G^ art maniftfi^ and tbe 
^ Mdrm^ the dndl: wbij^ever do^ mt ri^tempejs is 
not ef Gffdf neiiber be thai levelkn<a bis kr^ier^ Now 
it i« impoflible to Uive a perfon, and (hew any maa^ 
nor ci evil towarda him $ ic is impoflibiie to love a 
man, (inu nligiom ien£^) and not wiih him as happy 
aa we hope tp be ourfelves^ thrpogh thi^ help» and 
|pf the tterit> fake of Jefiis Chrift« 



THE SECOND PART. 

It i« to.be hoped you have duly atfgndcd to the 
above ihcHt, plain, and ufeful account oif this Chrif-* 
tian virtue^ fo highly magnified by the apoftle in 
|hc text : It wilj profit jqu m con^dcr ferioufly 
what further remains to be offered upon the itio^ 
difficult part of this, important fubjeft. ' 
■ The oegencrated nature of mankind, c^rrrupted 
ftf It is through fm^ and void of God's Word znd 

grace. 



grape, is inclined to think it contrary tore^lhsx 
yxc (hould love our ewgrnks, and hath multiplied ar«- 
guifiients to pfove it fo. Now againft every falfc pte^^ 
tence of this kind^ ^c rnuft always dppofe the doc-* 
trinb and example of J^ Cbrift ; who having tcf* 
lifted jEitch care for ns^ even when in a ftatsc of deC* 
perate enmity to Ood^ ind all goodnc&> doth there^ 
by naturally oblige us to love our ineiHiis. For as 
fox mtr fake ht patiently ehdured fuch manifold adid 
Undeferved reproaches, the mod cruel fcourgi^i^ 
^nd the iiwll Ibanjieflil death, fo we oaaiidt be r^k- 
oned bis d^ipks unlefi we are willirig to foUoW tfaji 
It^on he bath taught ut. ChrifL <faith St. Peter^ 
I £p< ii, 2 1 .} Imtbji^ared fot ms, k»vtkgdsm examfk 
ibat wefimld fdhi^ his fteps* 
^ But fUftber, we muft confider, that to love otii 
frieiicb 0ifyi or thofc who, are partial tp ks, ia no 
more than robbcsriA adulcerers» iiid various wicked 
<hai?fc(fler9, have hiitn known to do ; fo that Jewsi 
Turks, aiKl Infldeb may equal us ih ibiht ndy^ tht 
very beifts of the field dtfco vet a fondnels towani 
ihofe from whom they rtctivc Jufport or hniififsi 
Jbut 10 ht tenderly dtfpofed towards an enem^, is the 
exalted eharaifter of thofe only, *ho are truly cbih. 
dren ^<jod^ and fiiithful difciples and followers of 
Chriihi Now this, we mnft confefs, is not the cha^ 
jTader of man, when left to the diilates of hfs owi| 
pr^ud znAJraward nature^ iot under the influence of 
€»f iginal depravity^ he is too apt to ipotti^t dce^ly^ 
to aggravate, ancf repeat the Defences and^ifpA^fure 
(hewn'him by his adveffary ; he h too ready to cort^ 
iider it an intolerable bufden to cherifti any degree 
of lovf towaitis^ thofe that are fuppofed to hate 
him. But thi^ duty wdufd iktt appear fo irkfofhd« if 
on the othe/ hand, a iiiaii iinpastidly refledfced M^hat 
, fimre of tigury hiif eiiefoy may have received ftf^ 
iini, or what pofiible benefit be may have fo^nherl]^ 
Experienced from thoKe he now dStutmi his miHUis. 
And if ilie mind canitot cotr^f^ it^ rasxcof by iitbiif^ 
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of thefcx^pnfideracions^ ,bUt inveteracy and revenge 
ftirlUcoiltribute to encourage animolity^ then let U9 
call to nnlind the many trefpaffes we haVe committed 
agasftft our Hu'uenly^ Father ; ho^ often ^and how 
gricvoufly wc have offended him ; and that if ever 
■^e>cxpe<il forgi veniSfs at bis handg, there is no other 
Gendition> biit to pardon the offences done to us, 
which in. nnmber^ and quality can bear no pofll- 
ble comparifon to our abominabk^ ingratitude to 

. And if theanfinn^lty and felfiihnefs of an unre- 
^nierate fiate doth ftill prevail to make us think an 
enemy hatK /$: tEanfgrefled as not to merit our /(^r- 
pvmrfs, then let us .more ftriAly reconfider the ac- 
count that (lands againll ourselves at the bar of 
Heav^en; diovt very much /g^ we deferve the iavor 
o£ the Abnighty $ and even though the condu(fl of 
b^% enemy ihocild be,ib gibfs^/as not to merit par- 
don for his own 'fake^ yet ought we to be mercifut^ 
firom.bounden love toxiur Cvcaton We muft alfo 
takeanc^hcr.obligation into the account* in order 
(o . -pacify jrefentmeiit ; we muft refledt not only 
wh» ptinMhment we have eicaped through bis fcr^ 
icdrancd, but alfo what adtual tefiefiss we have received 
fcom^his ufideferved bounty; and that the religion 
ofi^ow Redeemer obligeth us to do to others, as we 
fiHXdld .wzffa» in fimilar circtimftances, they ihould 
do:.tQ us; But according to the fpirit of this pre<» 
pe^pt, perhaps, a qucftion may arife which wilj ybe 
jpecejflary tO;explain. Some may objed, that if cha- 
rii^Tcquircth us to think/fpeak, and do well to- 
ivards all men^ good and evil i bow can ma^iftrates> 
cijaTiftentlywithTSSr^ chanty, execute juftice upon 
rvil^^rsj. How can they juftify throwing offenders . 
ijjjCo. prifott> taking leway their property, and fome- 
tjjpi^rtheir lives, iince, if charity mould be univer- 
f^l, this i$> not^ in one fenfc, ading as they would be 
dwi? by ? To which, this fliort and caiy anfwer 
ii^ be given: that peAalties and punUhments, 
:. " whea 
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when duly confidercd, are not evils^ as applied to 
proper olyeii^, but in thcmfelves are both good, and 
needful, and may be executed upon wicked perfons 
cohiiftent with thtpurejl charity, and, indeed, Ihould 
always be under tne diredion of that very prin- 
ciple. 

Now to render this more ^Uar to you, you muft 
underftind, that charity, or Chriftian love, cbntain- 
cthtwo qppofite offices or duties, which are equally 
^lecefTary to be difcharged towards men of difFerertt 
difpofitions. O^^ objed: of charity is to protecSk 
^d encourage good and harmlefs men, by defend- 
ing them from oppr^fljon, and all injurious accufa- 
tion \ and to reward and continue them in all well- 
doing, by the exercife oi jujlice, and delivering them 
ixovci their enemies. Thus, it is the peculiar office 
of biftiops, paftors, and magiftratcs, to commend 
and promote the caufe of virtuous charafters, that 
they may perfevere in exemplary conduft, and Hke- 
wife to rebuke and correcft, by the word of God, 
the crimes, and oflfeAcej^ of the wicked. And 
ihe other office of charity is equally concerned 
to punijb vue^ without refped of perfons, as the 
former jis to reward the innocent and good; 
and, as a confirmation of this truth, St. Paul de- 
clareth in Rom, xiii. that the higher powers are 
{frdaiffed of God; that rulers are not a terror to good 
%vorkSi hut to the evil ; and that they bear not the /word 
in vaiHy but are minijlers of God, to execute wrath' on them 
that do evil. And in i Tim. v. 20. he exhorteth 
Timothy boldly to rebuke them that ftn, before all, that 
Others 4lfo may fear. So that you fee, both parts or 
offices of this effcntial virtue, fhould be moft dili- 
gently difcharged, to counteradl the artifices of Sa- 
tan, and thereby contribute to deftroy his kingdom. 
The preacher muft employ the word, and the governor ^ 
thcfword; and whofoever flackens in the judicious 
exercife of thefe refpedtive weapons of his office, 
SX\d for want of due eorredion^ doth wilfully fufFer 
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God to be offended^ and thofc under hi^ rplc tp ferifi^, 
liow can he befaid to love God purely, or to regardi 
the ellential intcrefts of his fellow-creatures ? Fo|j 
as the real proof of ^11 fcnfible and truly loving 
parents, is the judicious and conftant correcflion of 
their childrer) when they cip amifs, (qr elfe fhcit 
afFe<5lion flows both from a 'vi^eak and hurtful prin- 
ciple) ; fo all who are in authority, whether in a 
higher, or in a Ipwer fphpre, fhou]d tenderly ^nd 
ftmfcientioufy employ thf if power to punilh the evil- 
doers, and cherilh them of good report^ They 

'mull not pretend to anyrefpcft for G^d, or kqow- 
Ipdge of their truft, if they in any Ihape ncgled the 
care of thofc comtr^itted to their cHarge. Fflrther,^ 
it is their duty alfo, both to rebul^e and punifh in 
4h^ Jfafon\ left by their delay, and unwatrantaWie 
indulgence, the tranlgreflbrsgrow up in evil habits» 
and not only involve thernjelves in final riiin, but by 
their miichievous example^ contribute tfi the cor- 
ruption of the community, by enticing atbers ta 
io\\o^ their iniquity. And, in truth, felf-preferva- 
tion and the public good, unite with charity, to de- 
fend the benefit of penal laws ; for ^s pne thief 
xnay rob f^veral people, and through his dittioneft 
principles, make many thieves : fo one feditioqs, 
pv diforderly perfon, may feduce numbers to his 
pradlices, and caufe general diflurbance to a whol^ 
town, or country. And as for the ftill more atro- 

• ^rious offenders againft God and fociety, there is 
equal charity fhewn in cutting them wholly oi^ 
from the community, left thty multiply their 

- crimes, ^nd contribute to the corruption of othe^ 
men ; like ais a good furgeon, from a wifli to faye* 
the reft of the body, doth remove a broken, or fef- 
tered limb, for fear it Aiould ihfe(^ the aidjoining 
inemberp. 

Thus hath it been plainly fliewn yoy, in what 
true charity, or Chriftian love, confifts, and in how 
inapy different ftiapes it alfe^s our conduct both 
*^ • ' towards 
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towards God and man : all that remains is to ex* 
hort you to cherilh the remembrance of it in your 
hearts. That God muft have the frji place in our 
affections, and that every thing we do muft have 
a view to hts glory: that gratitude and rcfpcxJl to 
Him muft alfo be the principles that move our love 
towards our brethren, and which are neceilary to 
qualify whatever good we may have power to fliew 
then) r that we muft confider our duty towards our 
nelchbor (or this fecond part of charity) in the 
moft enlarged fenfe of friend and foe, endeavor- ^ 
ing, as much as in us lieth, to (hew good- will 
to ail mankind : in ihort, the fame Chriftian fpirit 
which inclines us to befriend the virtuous, will jur* 
;tify us equally, in puniihing the incorrigible iinner ; 
iince this is the only method of bringing fuch to 
a l^roper fenfe of their offences, or of warning, 
others to avoid their fate, and mend : at leaft, by 
this means, God» in fome degree, is rendered 
lefs liable to be diihonoured, and his faithful 
fervants to be difturbed and injured* To con- 
clude, let us ever have refpeft to the recompenie 
of the reward. held out by Chrift* to all who go- 
vern their lives according to this heavenly prin- 
ciple. This^ if any thing, will animate our exer- 
tions; for in proportion as we experience and 
improve this divine gift of charity, our Lord doth 
promife and alfure us, that his love towards us 
doth increafe ; and that we thereby are made the 
children of our Heavenly Father, reconciled tO 
God's favor by. bis death, and very members, of 
Jhi§ body; and that after the Ihort time of this 
prcfent mortal life, and needful trial, the cuU 
tivation of thi^ virtue will fit us to reign with 
Him for ever, in his eternal kingdom of love 
and glory. Therefore, to Him, with " the Fa- 
ther, and Holy Spirit^ h^ ill honor and pr^ifc^ 
nqw and ^vcr. Amen. 
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Tames y. 12. 

\^wt all things^ my brethren^ Jwiar noU 

ALMIGHTY God^ in order that his ixioft holy 
name fliould receive due honorj and ever-? 
more be reverenced by liis creatures, has given a 
pofitive command, that hi$ name ihould not beufed 
ff$ vain ^^nd l^ath threatened punifhment to all^ 
who employ it lightly, either in the afts of fw-ear-f 
jng, and blafpheming, or of fprfwei^ring, or pefjuryi 
Tq thp intent, therefore, that this commandmenl 
jnay be thoroughly underftopd, and better ob- 
icrved^ than it i$ by many, who are guilty of the 
above wicked praftices; I fhall take this om>or^ 
ifUhity pf explaining to you, (i.) in< what ^n(e 
(sven a Omftian may make ufe of oaths, without 
committing fin; and (2.) the great danger of 
s^ccuftoming ourfelves to any kind of {wearing that* 
^ needlefs, and forbidden. 

Firft; all fuch oaths as magiilrates require, of 
^he people, with a view of afcertaining faHs^ or 
lor the due difcharge oi jufticei thi% naode of 
fweai'jng, is not to be elteemedi unlawful. Thui^ 
again when men hind their honed engagements, by 
calling on God to vitnefs thf truth pf their der 



t o6 ^ He BimSies rf tie CS^arcb of Etsflani. 

^TiSy to add authority to their covenants; and 
confrrna the iaitbfttfnefs of their promifes : or 'when 
%htj hoKfow the bLvt&\on of the facrcd mine> to 
eftabKth publick ilatciees^ am) ixfefu! ads, as 
Chriftiatt -Rrinces are ac^ftomcd to 60 in making: 
peace for the prefervation of che coimnon-weakh ^ 
and as private perfon$ pledge 6dr!uy in marriage ^ 
or as one ntan bindeth himfelf tc^ another, in van<» 
oirs upright obliga^ons^ and the fincerity of friend-* 
lhip» Farther^ wheil. tmn falemnly covenant to^ 
keep the common laws; the wife, and whoiefome 
appointments of the fegiflature under wl»ch they 
live^ and other ufeful inftit\itions for the ptcfcrva- 
tion of good order in the worfd :-r-Name^> when 
firbjcAs niakc oath to be trwc and faithful to their- 
King and Sovereign ; n^hen JudgeS;^ and officers in 
power, cngstge to ^xecat^ their feveraf duties tn^y» 
jflnd laflly, whenmif^ifters in openly preaching;thc 
Gofpe!^ for the fa|vatiofr of the people^ pr In 
giving private good advicr for the benefit of men's 
icmis,. GO infupport of trut^, pnd the exaltation of 
God*$ gloiy, apply hi^ hojy Name to Jtrenffbeh 
ihofe folernn purpofe^. In all thefe inftanges, fuch 
jfwearingjj and caljing upon^ Gfcd, being ufed ^ 
valuable ends„ is ftrigfjj iawfd. — But when nien 
fw.ear through vicious habit, ejther in^ rpa&ning* 
talfeingj^ buying and fening* or any other daily 
pradice, {as is dreadfully the cuftom of tb^ pr^feitt 
times) fuch'oath§ are c\tzx\y hnpicus , and fotbidder^ 
l)y God*s commandmeQtj^ b^cauf^ it is ^xpfefs^y 

' .\^V\v\^ bis Name in V(^M^* 

Here> then, is evidently a dlffinftion. Lawful^ qr 
refigioiis path$^ grc not forbidden, but permitted by 
Cod himfelf; and Jioiy fcriptur^ ^ffdrdti ibundajit 
pro>Qf, both in the fxampfe of Chrift, and pioiis 
men* that tliey fomtti^Ks ma:de ui^ pf oaths tbei^ft* 
felyts> and alfo requij;ed them pf o^hersr And fpr 
this we have the Loifd's polltiye cQRim^ndrnent 41* 
|kut- vL i> V^mJIbdt feds:' the hirithjQhi, and 

Jsnt 
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Jsrve him, and Jhalt /wear by his tamp. And the 
Almighry likewife, when fpeaking by his fervant 
David, rf, Ixiii. ii, faith. Every one thai Jweanth ly 
fUm^fiall glory. 

The form of oath, or •^tteftation, fo frequently 
ufed by our blefled Savior, carries a degree of ex- 
jcmplary propriety in its cxpreilioa. It extended 
only to verily, verily. The manner in which St. 
Paul was wont to confirm the truth ^jfAiiafTertioni^ 
was this : I call God to witnefs. And from the 
example of Abraham, recorded in Gen. xxiv* 
we fee that when he required an oath of his fer- 
vant, that he ihould procure a wife for his foh 
Ifaac, which ihould be of his own family, the 
Jervantfwore to him concerning the matter. And in the 
' xxift chap, we have another inftance of his fwear- 
Jng to Aoimelech, icing of Gerar, that he would not 
deal falfely by hijn, or his pofterity : and Abimcr* 
lech alfo fworc the fame to him ; they exchanged 
pnd confirmed fheir mutual vowj^ of peace and 
ffood-wjll, in the like folemn manner, by zn^tbi. 
We likewife read, that David fwor^ that he would 
f ontinuc a faithful friend to Jonathan the fon of 
Saul ; as did Jonathan in return, that he would 
preferve inviolable fricndfhip towards him. 

Further, it was the command of God, in the old 
Jaw, that if a thing was given as a pledge, or fecii- 
rity to any man, or only left to his care, that in 
cafe the faid thing was ftolen, or loft, the keeper 
of ijt fhould be .^o^n before the Judges, that he 
neither had made away with it himfelf, nor through 
any artifice, or deceit^ was acceffary to its beii^ 
taken, or loft/ 

It is St. l*aul*s advice in all matters of difputc 
between two perfons, that if one party denies what 
, the other affirpis, fo that no clear proof can be had 
of the truth, the decifion of fuch difference muft 
be by oath before the magiftrate or judge ; and an 
fafbjfbr confirmatm is to theth an end of ^llflrife. And 
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yrhtn God fpeakcth on this fuhjed by his prophet 
Jeremiah, h? faith, iv, 2. — Tbcu Jhalt /wear asyJbe 
Jjird Hv^tb^ in truth % and judgment^ and in right eot^ejs^ 
The lawfulnefs of the ad: itfelf, being thus, plainly 
f ilablifhpil by thefe few p^icamples, out of the vaft 
fiumber th^t ipijghf bp brought:, it only remains, 
ihat whofoever x§ called upon to fw ear before the 
proper officer pf jufticc, ihould be very careful to 
PC aflbred in confciepce, that his- oath ijs quali- 
fied by the following conditions, w^hich will refcue 
him froiTi any fear of bejng perju|;ftl. 

Firft then, hp muft fweaj: truly; that is, fctting 
nfide ^11 favour apd affedion whatfoever for the 
parties, Jip mufl place the ifuth alone before his 
pyes, and bcipg entirely governed by the love of 
M^hat is right, hp muft offer nothing but wb^t he 
Jlridtly knpws is tfue. 

Siecondly, whofoever taketh an oathj ihould da 
.\l in fpber and found judgmefit^ not raflily, but 
cawtioufly, duly ppnfidcring the ftrjoys natitr^ of 
Vn P^th^^mipAnd 

Thirdly i he whp fwcareth, mufl: do it in rights^ 
pufnejs, or uprij^htly ; that is, for the pure regard, 
he beafeth to the caufe of Innocency, and for thf? 
fake of juftice in the fliit in which he is engaged j 
h?iiig tptajjy free from any defire of undue benefit 
to hipifelfi or difadvantage tp the oth^Jftdqi and 
laying apart every, degree of partiality, through 
friendlhip or kin, as well as any revenge or per- 
fccution from di(like or enmity. When^ therefore, 
^n oath is guarded by thefe particular marks or 
properties, it may be fafely taken ,to the glory of 
God ; and this indeed we are ever obliged to conr 
<ider^^/^ by virtue of his own commandment 5 
for he hath manifefted his will in Scripture, thsit 
we fwear only by his l^ame. Not that God h^th 
^ny particular delight in oaths ; but in like man- 
ner, as ' he ordered the Jews to offer facrifices tp 
lfl\rti (without any ppfliblepleafure he coyld rec^^^e 

from 
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from fuch a praAicJe) by way of keeping them 
from falling into idolatry ; fo by permitting us t® 
confirm the moft feriou^ adions by calling upon 
his moft holy Name, he confines the Honor to 
himfelf alone, (as juftiy due,) and forbids our 
giving it to any creature in Heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath , or in the Kvater under the earth. 

From what has been advanced, ho poflibie doubt 
can be admitted, but that God gives fandtion to 
every lawful oath. Since the practice of the holy 
patriarchs and prophets, of Chrift himfelf, and his 
Apoille St. Paul, upholds us in concluding that 
every oath of this de/cription, receives religious^ 
warrant for its ufe : and great is the value derived 
from thcfe ferious authorities*— By thefe, the moft 
folemn treaties and engagements between princes 
and their people are ratified, and the kingdonu 
of the earth preferved in fecurity and peace. 
Through that holy covenant which is fand:ined bjr 
invoking God's name to witnefs our defign, wc 
become lively ftiembers of Chrift and his Church, 
when we prdfefs his religion in the Sacrament of 
Baptiftn. It is by^ a moft iacred promife made 
before God, that the ceremony of matrimony en- 
joineth perpetual love between man and wife, fo 
that they may not defirc feparation for any incon* 
venience or adverfity that may happen to cither of 
them in time to come. In ihort, it is by fuch 
fwcaring as thisy that the higher powers of this 
world are bound, no lefs than thofe of low degree.; 
that the. laws of countries are kept inviolate ; that 
juftice is regulariy adminiftered ; and innocent per- 
fons, orphans, widows, and the poor, are defended 
from wrong and harm. It is in confequence of 
the refpedt to legal oaths, that mutual fociety>' 
friendihip, and much good order, is greatly pre-^ 
ferved in all communities. It is by them alfo, that 
wicked doers are difcovered and cbndemned ; and 
thjfjr who have been injured are often rcftored to 

tlicir 
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their right. An adion thei^fort fo evidently caU 
culated to produce fuch geoeral good, «fcn never be 
confidcfed in sin evil light, but may fairly be pro^ 
nruimced> a commehdable and valuable difcharge 
of focial duty* 

In this place, therefore^ it may be proper to 
remark^ that when our Savior Chrift f6 earneftly 
&sibkiit ali/wearing, it muil not be interpreted as 
if he poiitively excepted againil aJJ kinds of eatbs. 
His command extended onjy to all vain fwearing, 
amid perjurj^ oi every denomination, either in the 
Bame of God> or of his creatures ; as doubtlefs was 
the toDconmton cuAom in the courfeof trade, and 
ijkily conyerfation, even in^ his time. And the wife 
feafonof our Bleffed -Lord's caution in this refped, 
wasciearly this; that^every Chriftian 's w(?ri/, fhould 

. be as &cted in matters of this nature, as though he 
boKud binrfelf in every alTertion by an catb. For 

, tvery Cbriftian's atteftation^ feith a holy Father of 
the Chilrch, (St. Jerome) ihould be fo true, ajft 
js^iraily to be regarded with an o^ itfelf. Ano^ 
tker pprimitive Father, (St. Chryfoftom) declarer 
the fame opinion. It is not good t» fwear, fays he, 
for why ihould they make ufe of oaths to whom it 
knot latvful to /peak afa^gb^ to each other ; and 
to* the idfe objection, that it may be ncceffary- 
ibm^times to fwear, when they who buy or fell 
piA ndt iekevc : the fame pious writer makes this 
xeply, that wholbever dependeth on this excufe, 
d®claares himfelf to be unjuft", or treacherous ; for if 
iie were & maa of fteriing credit, and his^4ieikis,th€ 
certain cofifequence of his uwds^ there could be no' 
Hdceffity for zny oathy bccaufe whoever empIo)'eth 
iru^ and uprightnefs of dealing with hi^ neighs* 

' bor, cam huve no need of fuch fafptcioi»s iVppor^ 
^ fweirisg^ to ^onm^end his charaiCier. For men 
wilfl DMmiftruft the word c£ thorfe wboie hMoris' 
sppr&vedy amt when a perfon find* his word fo little 
x^CSAJkd u &» reKmire the additiofir of 4m ^dik w 

lead* 



lend it weight, he maj welt conclude hb crolit is 
fufpe&ed ; for none are generally lels believed^ tluui 
they who are addi<2ed to frequent fwearing: a 
curfe hath been denounced againft k by God htm* 
felf^ as may be (hewn from many paflages of Holjr 
Writ, iti which his heavy di/plealiire is record^ 
againft this crlme^ 

But another weak 0b|e<9:ion hath been adrancdl 
by thofe wha(e habit of common fweahiag would 
willingly take ihelter in iomc excufe^ They ia^ 
<}uire whether they may t^t continue the pradiofc 
without ofience^ provided their oaths, arc «]ualiiie4 
hj truth ? To whom it may be anTwer^d, that evea 
though the things they would enforce by fwear*. 
ing fhould not ie falfif^ yet^ as by the frequent aie 
of oaths, they will naturally fwear on many trir 
^mg u£afims without lioMgkt^ and when theie can 
be no mc^ity for it } confequeQtly by fodbiiigthejr 
moft certainly take Cfid's name m vaiH, and ane 
b^bly blan^eaUe in this lefpedt, as alfo in loiper^ 
ing the Tacred. ngtuie of an ^ath, by rendering that 
a £^nmf» thing^^ which wa^ deiigned to be em- 
ployed alone, for the moft Iblemn purpoi^ And 
if we are obliged to conclude thele guilty upon the 
principles of religious precept ; how highly im«- 
piiMS Ruift they be judged, whoabufe God's facred 
islame continually^ not only in the btifinefsof their 
common trafiicj and the more infighificant con*- 
c^rns, but daily, in all places and oa all occaiiohs ; 
whether at their meals, in recreation, or commoaoi 
difcourfe, as if none of thefe things could be per-- 
forraed but the dread name of the Mod High mult 
wantonly be applied^ irreverently ufed, and taken 
in vain ; by whigh the parties do impioufly blaf« 
pborae and fr^%uent>y forfwear themfelves, to the 
great contempt of God*s cc^nmandment, and the 
malting: d<»wn |is juft and heavy difpleaTure. 

THE 
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Tnii gVeat lih and ddngef of qommrni fwcarift^^ 
and all kind of perjury, having been generally de-- 
clared to you 5 and alfo having explained what 
oaths are not unlawful, nor contrary to God's 
eommand, and the neceflary properties or condi- 
tions required to prevent their being iinful, as. 
iikewife what benefits are derived from legal oaths, 
and the great evil attending fuch as are unjnjify 
taken ; it is now neceflary to inform you further, in 
•what ^/i^ refpcds the name of God may be taken 
fe vain^ belides the inftances already mentioned. 

There are two different ways in which men may 
be equally guilty of this offence. Firft, when they 
fail in fulfilling the good and lawful promifes they 
have made and fworn to ; and fecondly, they no left 
afoufe the fandion of God's holy name, when they 
call upon him to confirm their vows of things to 
be performed, which are evil in ihemjehes^ and when 
they /r#/ the farnc. ' 

Of the former crime we have two remarkable 
inftances in Holy Scripture, as Iikewife of the 
punifliment ihflided on the offenders, for flight- 
ing their j^ft engagements, confirmed by oath. 
The firft relates to the folenfm league and faithful 
promife of perpetual friendfhip which Joftiua and 
the people of Ifrael made with the Gibeonites, as 
recorded in the ixth chapter of Joihua ;. notwith- 
ftanding which many of chlem were murdered af* 
terwards in the days of Saul, contrary to the fo- 
lemn treaty, and the faith of nations given for 
their protedlion. At this we read the Lord fA 
Heaven was fo difpleafed^ that he caufed a fore 

and 
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and general famine upoxi the country^ which laftcd 
for the fpace of three whole years, nor would God 
withhold the fcourge, till the offence was in fome 
degree atoned by the death of the feven fons or 
near relations of ;he Prince, who had thus tranf- 
greffed* The^^^rw^ example is, that of King Zed&- 
kiah, who had promifed fricndfhip to the King of 
Chaldea, upon his making him Kirig over Judah and 
Jerufalem ; but when afterwards He violated the 
oath which Nebuchadnezzar had made him fwear, 
and rebelled againft him, God fuffc^red this hea*- 
then prince to invade the land of Judea, who bq- 
ficging the city of Jerufalem, compelled King Zc- 
dekiah to flee, and overtaking him in his flight/ 
he firfl flew his fons before his face, then put oyt 
both his iyes, and binding him with chains of 
brafsj he carried him a milerable captive to Baby- 
Jon. And thus was the judgment executed upon 
-him which the prophet Ezekiel fo exaftly itventiofis 
in the xvii. i8. Seeing he defpi/ed his oath, ij' 
leaking the. covenant {when lo he had given bis hand) 
. therefor^ thus faith the Lord God, as I live^ furely I 
"will recompence it upon his own head. { 

By thef6 relations, you cannot Fail to fee haw 
ferioufly God fliews his abhorrence of thofe who 
violate an honeft promife made by oath, and far.?- . 
tified by the withefs of his moft Holy Name. . As 
^ to:xhe nature of the other crimc^ the fcripture aJf- 
Fords is many proofs of God's difpleafure againfl: 
thofe, who regardlefs of the evil tendency jof their 
hafty promifes, do yet confirm the fame by oath, , 
and add to both thefe faults by executing their fin- 
Ful refolutions. At prefent I fliall only mention 
the three well known circumftances attending Jep- 
tha, Herod, arid the wicki^d condudl of the Jews 
towards the Apoftlc of the Gentiles. Concerning 
Jcptha, \\re read in the xith chap, of the Book of 
Judges, that when God had given him the vidory 
. over the children^ of Ammoi^^^^cpaadcaninjudicir- 
• Vol, i. I * ' ' ' ' dus 
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ous vow, through a falfe principle of devotion, that 
hCvWould offer as afacrifice to God, thafperfon of 
his family, who fliould meet him jfr;^ upon his return 
home, in confequence of this moft inconfideratc 
promife, his only daughter fell a vidim to this im- 
proper oath, fhe. being naturally the fr/t, with 
mirth and joy, to welcome his arrival; and thus 
the engagement he fo rafhly made, againft God's 
everlafting purity of will, and the law of nature, 
involved him in a double offence againft his 
Maker. The iniquity of Herod's condudl, is 
equally familiar to you ; for having pfomifed to the 
riamfcl who danced to pleafe him, (and bound him- 
fclf by an oath) that he wquld give her whatfoever 
Ihc afked, even to a moiety of his kingdom ; Ihc 
being. inftrlidcd by her wicked mother, demanded 
the head of John the Baptift, ad related in St. 
Matthew's Gofpel, xiv, Herod, we find, had not 
refolution to rcfift this barbarous requeft, but 
through unfeeling pride, on account of his oath, 
and for the lake of thofe before whom he made it, 
he cruelly confented to the effedt of his hafty pro- 
mife,. and performed it, in the murder of that moft^ 
hgly Prophet. And laftly, the malicious Jews, als 
we fee^f large in Adls, xxiii. were violently guilty 
pf this fame offence, when they made an oath, and 
bound themfelvcs by curfes, that they would nei- 
ther eat nor drink till they had flain Paul. This 
was the effeA of a furious, cruel, and mifguided 
zeal, which hurried them toabufc the nature of an 
oath, and for which, no doubt, the judgmenlji of 
Heaven in time ovcrtooTc them. From nence wc 
may fufficiently colled:, how very cautious men 
Ihould be before they enter into any engagenftent, 
and ratify it by an catb ; that the thing they for pro- 
mife, be not only good and honeft in itfelf and no 
ways contrary to God's commandments, but alfa 
that they have power faithfully to perform it : for 
promifcs of this defcrrpiitm muft be mofl facrcdly 
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kept. But if at any time, through ignorance or 
malice^ a man Oiall engage an^d fwear to execute an 
adion which plainly contradi<St3 the law of n^M 
it is clearly his duty to deiift from any fuch finful 
purpofe, left he incur the double vengeance of the 
Almighty for his perverfenefs i and equally docs 
it concern him to be upon his guard no( 
haftily to bind himfelf to any thing he has not 
power to perform : the unlawfulnefs and impiety 
pf all fuch oaths are highly ofFenfive to the Al- 
mighty^ and confequently injurious and ruinous td 
all concerned in them. 

I will only add a few remarks concerning the 
particular crime of perjury^ and then conclude 
the fubjed. In order that you may be more tho- 
roughly fenfible how very ofFenfive in the fight of 
God the wilful commillion of this fin muft be, it 
may be fcrviceable to many of you to be informed 
what is the nature of an oath upon a book before 
a Magifl:rate, or as it is commonly exprefled, to 
fwear by the Bible. Firfl: then, when any perfon, 
laying their hands upon the Holy Gofpel, doth 
fwear to give a true account of whatever things arc 
charged upon them, or required to be made known, 
and that phey are no ways reftrained from fpeak- 
ing the truth, and adling jufily through favor, 
dread, or malice towards any party, as they hope 
God, and the contents of that facred volume may 
help them ; they fhould moft ferioufly confider 
what that book contains, by which they folemnly 
confirm their evidence : that it is the repofitory of 
no lefs a treafure than God*6 eternal truth i His 
holy word itfelf I whereby we have forgivenefs ; of 
our fins held out to us, and are enabled to become 
inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven, to live for 
ever with God's bleffed angels, and the fpirits of 
juft men made perfect, in endlefs joy and peace- 
Further, they ftiould recoiled that this fame Gof- 
pel doth like wife fhireaten to every obftin^te fin- 

1% XLCTt 
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ner, thofc terrible punilhments which all muft 
fufFcr who do not mend their lives > v^hodilbelieve 
the truth of God's mod holf word, and the ever- 
lafting torments prepared for the ungodly; for hy- 
pocrites, vaiA fwearers, and perjured perfons, falfe 
witneflcs, and unjuft accufcrs of the innocent and 
guiltlefs, as alfo for fuch who through partial 
favor or felfifli intercft, conceal the crimes of evil 
doers, and prevent their being brought to public 
juftice. In this view of taking an oath, it muft 
clearly appear, that whofocvcr wilfully forfwcars 
hlmfelf upon Chrift's moft holy volume, doth 
openly defpifc and forfeit God's gracious mercy, 
truth, and goodnefs. They flight the merits of 
their Savior, and the glorious benefits derived to 
all his faithful fervants through virtue of his birth, 
life, paflion, death, refurrecflion, and afccnfion. 
They rejedt the forgivenefs of iins promifed to all 
penitent finners ; they undervalue the joys of Hea- 
ven and the blefled company of its inhabitants; 
all which eternal comforts the Gofpel promifes to 
lincere and humble chriftians only. Every perfon 
therefore, who carelefsly abufes the fanftion of this 
holy book, doth confequently inlift himfelf or en- 
ter into the devil's fervice, who is the father of all 
falfehood, deceft, and perjury. They do highly 
provoke the jfevcre wrath and curfe of God againft 
them in tMs life ; and the terrible judgment of 
our Savior Chrift at the lafl- great day of account, 
when He fliall ftriclly recompence both quick and 
dead, according to their works. From this plain 
(late of the cafe you muft be fcrifible, that whofo- 
cver thus difrcgardeth truths through love or fear 
of any man, or for gain and profit to himfelf ^ muft 
be confidered as denying 'Ghrift, the author of all 
truth ; and like Jud'as^ betrdying him with a 
KISS ; for thus they furely do who pay an outward 
refpeft to the ivord of truth, while they adt iit 
politive contradidion of its precepts. And aU 
though thq treachery^ of fuch perjured perfons may 
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now efcape the knawkclge of meny yet ih^l it be 
difcovered ar tHe geriehal and dreadful aflize, when 
the fecrets of all hearts (hall be mad^- -manifcft to 
all tfie world. Then (hall trurth (hin$^ bright as the 
fun, ^and join with their own confciences to accufe 
them ;. while the blefled hoft of Heaven Ihall bear 
open teftimdny againft them ; and Cbjift the rightc* 
ous Judge, ihall publicly condemn them to endleft 
Ihame and death. Heinous then is this .fin of per- 
jury, 'and truly hateful before Alrtiighty God 2 iand 
thus- doth he deliver hi mfelf particularly concern- 
ing itjf by the mouth of his prophets Malachi and 
Zechariah^ This is the threatening of his fore 
punifhment to the Jews of old, Malachi iii* 5. / 
wHi come near to you to judgment ; and, I i/Hll be a fiviff 
vntrajsMgainfi the Joreerers, a;id againft the adulterers^ 
4md agamft faije /wearers. — And God 'decfercth the 
•famething to Zechariah jn a vifion, wherein tbp 
prophet faw a book^. flying, of vaft extent, in which 
-was writceirGx)d's judgments againft -firniers : an4 
the.Lord faid to him at the fame lime, Zech. v* 
3, 4. '^is is the cnrje that goeth forth over th^, face of 
the ^ whole earth : for every me that fie^letb fhajl ^e cuS 
off * as on this fide y dccardiug to it ; and ivery on^ thaf 
fwearetb fhall be cut off as on that fide ; and this furfe 
Jaith the Jjord of hofts fhall enter inta the houfe of the 
Mef^ and into' the houfe of him ^hatfwe^reih falfely by 
my name^ and it Jball remain in tbetrndfl of his houfe^ 
and fhall confume it with the timber and the fiones 
thereof \ that is, it (hall bring heavy and univerfal 
tnisfortune upon himfelf and family. Thus hath it 
been moft fully declared to you, how greatly the 
Lord detefteth all falfe fwearers, and the heavy pu- 
niihment prepared for ?hem'. In fliort, perjury is 
a vice fo mifchicvous \o the community, fo dan-f 
gerous in its efFedls to the perfons guilty of it, 
and fo highly diflionofable to God, (fince it fruf- 
' trates the benefit of that moft. folemn bond in- 
fend^d to proteiit the lives and property of hi 
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creatures) that it cannot be too ftrongly paint- 
ed and difcouraged : and doubtlefs» it is from 
ignorance of the prodigious fin attending it, 
ivhich confifts in the foul offence of making the 
word of God a fandlion for wickednefsy that we 
fadiy experience fo much of it ftiU exifting in 
a chriftian land. As no better fcrvice therefbre, can 
be done to religion and fociety, than to expof^ and 
reprobate fuch crying fins, let us ferioufly con- 
fider the duty lying upon all men, mo^ religi- 
oufly to -attend to the folemn nature of tiieir 
oathsj and in what cafes it is both lawful and ne- 
ceflary to ufe them ; their true properties or con- 
ditions have equally been pointed out for your di- 
reAion^ and the moft eameft exhortations offered 
againft Jwearing vainly^ in every fenfe^ and.fhape 
whatever. Laftly, the fevere and certain condem- 
nation, which awaits this crime, hath been repeat- 
edly enforced to check the progrefs of it ; all that 
remains is, to apply to God for grace to keep us 
on our guard from entering into any engagements or 
ufing any methods of confirming them> which may 
offend his holy name ; and that we may righteoufly 
obferve all fuch as neceflity and legal obligations 
require us to difcharge, and confequently are con- 
fident with God's good-will and pleafure. - To 
whom, with the Son and Holy Ghoft, be all 
honor and praife for ever and ever. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE IX. 



OffaBng frm- God. 



Ezra viii.' 2i. 

m^Tbe band (f our God is upon all tbm for good ibatjeek 
\ him\ hut bi$ power and bis wratb is againji all ibom 
' fbatforfah bim. 

H E caufe that the wife man gives of our fbr- 
faking God is thU : )Pf<.iD£, fays he, was tbe 
hginning of aURn^ Ecclus*. x, i j. for by it the heart 
pi man was nrft turned from his Nfaker ; and i^ 
ib^i bath itjhallpour out abomination. And a$ it vi^a& 
on this account that tbe Lfitd brpugbt ftff^nge cah^ 
^tnities upen bis creatures^ and overtbrep tbm utterly^ 
and that through pride and iin we; fall from God ; 
Xo (hall God ano all gopdnels forfakc us^ if we 
continue to cherilh fuch companions ; for pride is 
fateful bctb. hfare God, and man% ^nd svbeibtr f^en be 
ricb, noble, tr toor, their greateft gbry is tbe fw of 
the Lord* And the pjrophrt (Hofea vth. and 5, 6,) 
doth plainly declare, that they who continue to de- 
part from God by vicious Uving^^n^ yet fuf^ofe th«y 
can appeafe his wrath by facri^ee, will be found tp 
]abor in vain, for notwithftanding their moft coftly 
pflferings, he will ilill deferp tliemt Tbe. pride tf 

I 4 Jfrael 
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Ifrad doth tejtify to bis face^ faith tbe prophet, fhere'^ 
fore fhall IJrael and Epbraim fall in their iniquity ; and 
if they do not purpofeto return to God, though theyjhouldgo 
with their fiocl^ and spiit>j}?eir herds to meet the Lor dy yet 
they fhall not find him y for he has withdrawn himfelffrom 
them. \ 

Now as to the manner of ogr turnjng from, or 
forfaking God, rt Queceflaiy to mform you, that it 
may be effected feveral ways. Sometimes people 
are faid to fall from. God by the prafticc of po- 
fitive idolatry, as was the cafe of Ifrael and Judah, 
as above related.'^ Sometimes men depart from 
God through want of faith^ or uniform depcndance 
on Him. Concerning fuch, the prophet Ifaiah 
thus exprefles hiqifelf in xxxi. i. IVoe unto them 
that go down to Egypt for helpy and ft ay on horfeSy and 
truft in 6hariotfi btcauTe th(^ are marry \ and on borftmciu 
iecaufe they are very ^rcrigy hut who look not to th^ Ifoly 
\yne of I/raely neither feek the Lord. And what follow* 
cth this vain counfel? Why, as tbe Egyptians are 
meny and not jGody and their horfes flefhy and not Jpirit^ 
^iten 'the Lord fhaU fhetch out his handy both he that 
'helpeth fbatl fatly and be that is bolpen Jhall fall low; 
and they all fhall fail together. Again, men mky be 
truly faid to fall from God, when they ne^led to 
foHawhis commahdmehts, in refpc6t to neighbooriy 
. good-will, and by which he hath ihjointd us to 
cherlfh perfect charity, or Chriftian love, towards 
all rnarlkihd. To tWs cfftdl, the prophet Zecha- 
^mh' both 'warns and exhorts the people in the 
^iith chfep. 9th, and following verfe^ : 7bus faith 
fie Lrd of Hoftsy Execute true judgmenty and fbew 
mef^y and comppffion every man to his brother i and op* 
'prefs^tibt 'the widow nor the fatberlefsy tbe fir anger nor 
tBe pcbr^ and let none of you imagine evil againft bis hro^ 
iber *f bis hiart. But they yefufed to hearken ; they 
'fulled iiwa\ the fl)culdtry or turned' their hacks \ 
thiy ftdpped their earsy that^ they fhouM not bear ; ihey 
"^barihttikd their hearts as an adamant ftone^ieft tbeyfhould 

bear 
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i?ear the law, and the words which tVe Lord ofHofts hdd 
jenty in bis Spirit , by the former prophets. Therrfore came 
a great wrath againft them from the Lord ; and it came 
to pafs, (adds the prophet) that as He criedy and they 
would not hear \fo when they crtedy Iwouldnot hear^ faith 
the Lord ofHofis \ 'hut I fcaitered them with a wbirU " 
wind among aU -the nations whom they knew not, and their 
Idnd was made defolate. By this hiftory of God's 
dealing with his ^people of old, %ve Icarri, this^t all 
who do ncrt abide by the wbrd qf the Lord, but 
piervcrfely follow the ftubborn devices of tlieirown 
^lls, muft aiflTuredlyiofe ground, or fall off from 
their religious' prirrciples; and thus is their con- 
dudl ' cxadly defcribed, iii the viith of Jeremiah, 
and i4th : But thiy hearkened not, nor inclined their ear \ 
hut walked hi the counfels and imaginations of their own 
e^il hearty and went backwardy and not forward, in aU 
tbehtways. One of the ancient fathers* delivers his 
Opinion on this fubjeft in the 'following words. 
He who with a fincere defire, and due diligence, 
doth devote himfelf wholly to God, and the ftudy 
of his word; who confidercth his laws day and 
nighti and proveth it by his aSfions, being daily ex* 
crcifed in fulfillhig his commandments ; this is the 
j^rfon that is truly converted, or turned unto God, 
And in another place he faith. He who,bn the other 
ftarid,istakenup,ordiverted,withtale$orftrangefan- 
cies, when the word of God is read ; or in other word^, 
^hofoever is abfent, or dead in roind^ ta-the fpirit 
of religion, when that is the immediate buunels 
which mould engage him, he doubtlefs, in a degree, 
is< falleny or turned from God. Whofoever, during 
.^divine fervice, is wilfully intent upon other con- 
cerns, whether o^ gain, or domeftic bufinefs, he cer- 
tainly, fo far tis he indulges fuch thoughts, is turned 
from God. ' In fhort, he whofe firfi and conftant 
.^dy is thfe co-^^o^efs of riches, or the glory and 

* • Origcn. 
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pleafure of this world, he may be truly faid, to be 
fallen from God. We fee, therefore^ that, in the 
opinion of this koly perfon, all who do not pay a 
becoming attention tothofe things which are taught 
^nd commanded . by the mouth of God ; if they 
do not gladly embrace them,, and print them on 
their hearts, and tfiat with a view to diredt their 
lives in hoUnefs, all fuch plainly are in the way of 
f ailing from God^ And to convince us what an exadl 
and folcmn obedience is required to God's pofilw 
laws, it is highly worthy our obferratioii in this 
ptace, that it will be no manner of excufe to thofi: 
who perform ofher afts of duty, which in their own 
opinions are teUcr, and more to God's honor : and 
of the truth of this important article, we have a 
memorable example in the faulty condud: of king 
Saul refpedling the Amalekites ; for we read, that 
)ie was commanded entirely to deftroy them* with 
their goods and cattle i but he being tempted partly 
by pity, and partly^ as he fancied, through devotion^ 
was prevailed upon to fpare their kingt as likewijfe 
all the principal of their cattle, in order to faerie 
fice the latter to God. But we fee the Lord was 
fo difpleafed with this mark of difobedience, {\t 
being not only a dired brcaqh of the command, 
but a bqld-prefumption in point oi judgment) that 
God exprefles himfelf to the prophet Samuel in 
thefe remarkable words : It repenteth me that Jhav^ 
Jet' up Saul to be king ; for be /V turned back ^from foU 
lowing m^i aiid bath not performed my commandmentSp 
And when the prophet enquired, why he did not obejf 
the voice of the Lord^ but did fly upon the JpoiU ^^d thu^ 
did evil in^ the fight of the Lord? he emleavored tQ 
defencj himfelf by the infufficient reafons before 
advanced, attributing it in fome meafure to the de* 
fire of the people, (which argued im ungodly fear) 
find likewife to an ill-grounded hope, th;^t the Loi:^ 
A\ ould not be angry^ feeing itJMkn^' done with^^^^ 



tbi Hcm^s of ^e, Qburcb of England. 12^ 

^fis^^jt (from a principle of ^cvption) fincc he re- 
fer ved the choiceft of the beads on purpofe to fa- 
crifice in honor of God. 

But Samiiel quickly explained hi^ trefpafs to 
bim, a,nd cohyicvced him, that however pure his «r- 
tentions might have beenj his condu(^ was exprefly con^ 
trary to the wordof Gpd, whofe will and command- 
ments b^ng ever founded in unerring wifdom^ 
we ihall always do right in making them our ruU^ 
find muft never pron)ife ourfelves God's favor on 
any tf/)^/r ground, fince in keeping them onfy there is 
great reward. Accordingly, in order fully to expofe 
the vanity and error of the excufe, the prophet further 
reproaches him in theie words, i Sam. xv. 22. 
Hath the Lord as great delight in bttmt-^fferings and Ja^ 
frifices^ as in chewing the voice of the Lordf Behold^ to 
4)bey is better than Jacrificey and to hearken to Him, than 
the fat of rams. 23. for rebellion is as the fin of witch^ 
irtft^ and ftubbornnefs is as iniquity and idolatry : and 
bec^ufe thou hafl r gelled, the word of the Lordy he alfo 
k^threjeSled thee from being king. Thefe examples re- 
fcorded in the wor^ of God, do abundantly inform 
Ais, that in proportion as we forfake the Cord, he 
likewife will caft us off. The miferable condition 
pf fuch unhappy perfons may eafily be collided 
ifp|n the terrible threatenings of God againft them; 
fqj although a man doth not fufficicntly confider 
^he dreadful confequence of fuch a (late, which in 
trqth is greater than any words or thought can truly 
.|*eprefent; yet enough of it maybe conceived to 
make us fhudder for the fate of all whom God 
forfakes, uixlefs the heart is harder than the flinty 
^ :fock, and confcience feared paft recovery of feeU 

J^ut that you may forn^ fome juft idea of the 

woeful ,ftate of thofe who by perverfe tranfgreflion 

-have forfeited God's favor, it may be profitable to 

. fet before you the two particular ways by which 

this f^d condition is expreifed in Holy Scripture, 

I. by 



\. by txod's fhfewing an angfjr cou'ntenanct! towafds 
DS; and^ 2. by hiding or turning^away his fate 
from us* The firft conveys;- to M^ a Tenfe of his 
iifpkafurey ander which whoever libdh/ true peace 
and happinefs can never approaiefj Mm : but by 
the fecorid, a much feverer'ieh tehee is im\!)Hed-* 
no kfs than that He quite forfatrth us, and leavetft 
us t6 ourfelves. And* that- the '^tbketisiirf fiich^ »i 
ihifcrable ftate mav malce- the Readier impreffi^rf> 
they are borrowed irom the difFerfent cdridiidV.'AHiPH 
wc occafionanydifcover towards' each *Ct her ; Wt\ 
as men by their eotmtenance (hew theiV anger, 'or 
fcgard, hence when thi^ figure of fpfe*ech is ^fed^ 
defcrlbe God's ways/fwho is'faidfometimes/^ liff^up 
the light of bis countenime^ VLpon K\i people, and at 
bther times to bide it frmtbem) if He vifits.us with 
thc*<Jrcadful i^\tLgue&6(waryfammey ar peftiience; vft 
Itave reafbn to conclude, he is hi^Kly dilpleafed u-ith 
tis ; but when he withdraweth his- holy .word from 
lis, the right dodrines of his Son Jefus Ghrift, and 
his gracious aflHlancc> which is ever joined with if, 
and leaves us to our own vain underftanding, ouJr 
diforderly ^ill, and \veak ftrength almey\t is theh^i 
fatal ftgn that he hath purpofe to fcrjdh us. -Highly 
^dth it concern us, therefore, not to be gu?lty' of a 
provocation deferving fucb calamity. For * as Gofl 
lias ihewnto all who truly believe His Gofpeli the 
riches of his meK:y in'Chriil Jefus, which fo pow- 
erfully renews the heart of man,' (wlien properly 
' Jtceived) that we are in ^ manner transfotmed tb 
th^ image in which ^e were at firft created ; made 
partakers of the heavenly light, through the in* 
fluency of his holy Spirit, even to the advancement 
in all gpodnefs requifite for the children. of God: 
fo we rnay be aflured, that if we afterwards negUii 
theft favors ; if we pro Ve 'ungrateful to the Divine 
Author ; if we do n6t coridudl'our lives according 
to his dpftrine and example, nin: xjrfcover bccom'* 
|ingiea} for ^he increafe of hi? glory, h^will ^^ 
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prive us of the bleflings of this his kingdom upon 
earth, (that is, his holy word, whereby he rcigneth 
in usj and that becaufe we do not bring forth fruit 
according to his will, and which thofe means are 
calculated and intended to produce. 

Still, the Lord is merciful; fo very long-fuffer- 
ing, and of fuch great goodnefs, that he doth not 
pour out his heavieft difpleafureoh us fuddenly, but 
even when we begin to ihrink from reverencing 
his word, either through unbelief, or by dilhonour* 
ing it in our lives. He fendeth firft his meffengers 
for our inftrudlion ; He appointeth faithful minify 
tcrsof his word, in various places, to exhort us to 
buf dlity, and warn us of our danger; to make 
known td iis, that as he on ^ft/j part, out of the 
great love he had towards us, delivered his owa/ 
Son to fuffer di^ath, and by his almighty power 
raifed him' again to life eternal, to be partaker of 
his glory, and to intercede for our final. acceptance 
into his heavenly kingdom ; fo, on our parts, that 
he expecfts we fhould' walk in godlinefs of lifcj as 
becometh all his faithful fervants. And if this has 
no efFeft, and we yet continue difobedi^it to his 
word and will, neither defirous of knowing, loVing, 
nor fearing him, nor placing any confidence in hi« 
favor; but, on the cohtrary, behaving ourfclves 
uncharitably even towardscachother; harboring con- 
tempt, envy, and malice againft our neighbors ; nay, 
fometimes proceeding to the (hocking crimes of 
tnurdcr, robbery, and adultery ; and frequently de-./ 
voting ourfelves to the vices of drunkennefs, jglut- 
tony, deceit, lying, fwearing, and the like aHomii. 
nable praftices : Theni^hy the miniftry of the fame 
word, he'thrcSttneth bitter vengeance, declaring, in 
his juft difpleafure, that whofoever* doth thcfe 
thinga^ihill never enter into his reft> that is, into th$ 
♦fcfhgdbm of hjs gl^ry. Thus equally doth He dif- 
cover-hj^ gooAnvm-,and tender mercy to usy even 
"""the fcver^r methods of pointing out our danger. 

6 THE 
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THE SECOND PART. 



Having fet before you the different yays by 
which men fall from truly ferving God, and at 
the fame time declared his infinite goodnefs towards 
his creatures, by fuch various methods of leading 
them to repentance, and preparing them for happi- 
nefs, ^e come now in the fecond place to (hew, that 
when thefe milder methods fail in their efFedt, it is 
then we may expe(5t that God will withdraw the 
light of his countenance from us^ and in confe- 
qucnce of his difpleafure, deal out the heavieft 
judgments on our' heads, till finally he infli(f^s the 
foreft of all poffiblc punifhment-7r-/i&^ Jorjaking us 
entirely ; the withdrawing every grace and help by 
which he did before defend' us from all adverlity. 
This dreadful ftateis ftrongly painted by the prophet 
Ifaiah, in the vth ch, i ft and 2nd ver. where under the 
parable of a vineyard, God accounteth for thefe Verity 
of his judgments in the following words : My well* 
ieloved had a vineyard in a very fruitful hiUi and be 
fenced ity and gathered out the ftones thereof ^ and planted 
it with the cboiceft vines ^ and built a tower in the midft 
of it^ and alfo made a wine-^prefs therein 5 and he looked^ 
that it Jhouid bring forth grapes^ and it brought forth 
wild grapes. By .this is dcfcribcd to us the riches of 
God's mercies towards his creatures, and the ingra- 
titude of their return for all bis care ; and then 
follows the dcfcription of their puniftimcnt : And 
now, faith God, / will tell you what I will do to my 
vineyard. I .will take away the hedge thereof and it 
Jkall be eaten up ; and will break down the wall thereof 
and it fhall be trodden down^ and I will lay it wajlei 
Atjhall not be pruned nor digged^ but there fhall come up 

l^iatrs 
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iriars and thorns ; / will aljo command the clouds^ that 
they rain no rain upon it. Now by the heavy thrcat- 
^nings declared in this comparifon, we are ftrongly 
warned, that if we who are fignified by the chofen 
vineyard of God, do not bring forth good grapes, 
that is, virtuous works, which may be agreeable in 
God's fight> and who expefteth them in due feafon, 
when he fendeth his meffengers to call upon us for 
them; but, on the contrary, if we produce wHd 
grapes only, that is, evil adlions, unfruitful and of- 
fenfive works, then will the Lord of the vineyard 
remove all the defence he had formerly vouchfafed 
it, and bring the fevered fufFerings and calamities 
upon us. And, laftly, if thcfe grievous figns of his 

' difpleafure work no reformation, that then we ma^r 
cxpedt that He will lay us entirely wafte ; that is, he 
will utterly forfake us, and give us up ; He ivHl bide 
his face from us ; he will dig no more about his vine- 
yard, or cultivate it, bat will fuffer us to bring forth 
briars and thorns, the natural fruits of our own 
barren foil. In other word3, we Ihall increafe in 
wickcdnefs and vice, and that fo very abundantly, 
that thefe weeds of ungodlinefs ftiall quite fmother 
and deftroy whatever good feed hath at different 

• times been fown amongft us. 

The misfortune is, that fuch perfons as live 
without God in the world, and who wholly follow 
the didlatcs of their carnal mind, do not perceive 
the woeful confequence of thefe threatenings ; of 
God being no longer mindful of them, and of 
being left to thentfelves. On the contrary, they 
coniider it as a valuable privilege to have their own 
V)iU in all things, and they live in general 9s if the 
deli res of the flefti compofed the liberty of the 

» gofpel. But God forbid that we fhould covet Juch 
a liberty : for of this we may be certain, that 
though God fufFers the wicked, in many things, to 
have their pleafure in this fhort life; yet the end of 
every vicious prafticc is eadlcfs mifery. Of t|iciii- 

i ' ^ dulgencc 
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dulgfnce of profane and greed j^ dcfircs we have a 
lingular inflance in the puniihrrient of the mur^ 
inuring and dilbelieving Ifraelites. DiiTatisfied 
with the food that God by miracles provided them, 
they longed for the flejh-pots of Egypt j they lujied 
cfter dainti€s,2Lnd difputed God*s power and good- 
nth, hying, ff^o /hall give us fejb to eat ? The event 
is well known ; ihey had quails enough^ even till 
they were weary of them : their fweet food, (as the 
common faying exprefies it) had unfavory fauce; 
for while the flejh was yet' between tbUr teeth, the wrath 
of the Lord was kindled again/i the people, and hd fmoi'e 
them with a great plague, fo that they died fuddenly. 
Prom the mifcondudt and chaftifement of the peo- 
ple of Ifrael, we may form two ufeful obfervations. 
1. That if we wilfully live in any ungodly ways, 
and that God fieemeth to permit us to have our own 
vill, and. to indulge our favorite fancies and dc-* 
lights, without checking or corrcdling us by fomc 
misfortune, there is //^e» great caufe to fear that he 
is near forfaking us entirely.*— 'And 2. though id 
many cafes of this kind it* may. appear kmg before 
he ftrikes the blow, yet often when he doth inilidk 
fuch .pcrfon&, he deftroyeth them at once ftr ever*. 
And this affords warning to the thoughtlefs in proP 
perity, no lefs than cpnfoiation to thofe in trouble^ 
in that we fee it is an un&vbrsdirie token when God 
defifts from temporal punifhment of the fiic'cefsfui 
worldling ; and that it is no mark o£^lave, to leave ' 
vs ^oan uninterrupted polFeffion of our own defires. 
The rcafon and mercy of a diflferent treatment muft 
be evident; f6r to have all the joys of this life at#^ 
command, would be the ready Way to make us oyc* 
fond of it ; and we are told, chat he vfhcMovetb xfii 
world, that is, fettcth his whole heart upon it, (asflk^ 
fuch a cafe it is moft qsftural for him t6 do) fuch i 
one is at enmity with Gtut^ bec^ufe it leadith 
him to covetoufnefs, which is idolatry^ ^t M 
carrjjr on the figure of the parable^ in. order further 

* to 
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tohelpybur apprjehenfions of this matter— as long 
as a man doth frune his vines, and (lir the earth - ' 
about the roots^ and lay ivt^foil to them, it is very , 
clear he ftill regardeih them, and fees fome fign of 
fruitfulriefs worth recovering ; but when he difcon* . 
tinues every care of this kind, it looks as if he was 
weary of their culture, an^ doubted of his fuccefs. • 
So may we Judge of the condudl.of the Almighty , 
towards ^c firmer. He lets him flouriih in his vi- 
cipus profperity till thc^meafure of iniquity is filled- 
up. The cafe mty lilcewile be illuftrated by ano- 
ther familiar^comparifon. An earthly parent, as long ^ 
as he really loveth his child, and is mindful of 'his 
mod eflential happinefs, occafiorially looks angry^ 
and chailifcs him for his faults; but when he finds 
his utmoft pains effedl no good, and ceafes- to 
correct him, and leaves him to his own perverfe- 
nef:^, we may conclude that he has forfeited his 
favor, and has thoughts to dilinherit him. So 
ihould nothing concern us more, or fill us with 
greater fear, than when we know in our confcience^ 
that we have grievoufly offended God, and wilfully 
continue in fin, yet that He fmiteth not, but fufrcr- 
cth us to go on quietly in our wickednefsi An 
alarming but valuable lefTon to every obftinate and 
habitual finner! for then is the time to cry out ear- > 
neftly, as David did in Pf. li. 11. Caft me not away, > 
O Ldrd, fffm thy prefence, and take not thy Hily Spirit ' 
from me. Bide not thy face from me in thy dijpkafure^ 
left I be as one of them that go down into the pit* Now, ' 
as thefe forrowing petitions of the Pfalniift, point - 
9ut to us what h9rrible danger they arc in from. 
Vjiom God turneth away his^countenarice, fo Ihould 
they urge^s to cry, Qontinually to God with our 
wlg)le heart, that we mavnot be left in a condition, 
the mifery of which doubtlds furpafTes all defcrip- 
tion ; for >i^hat'more terrible thing can polfibly bc- 
fai a cijeature, than to become the dcferved objc<5t 
©f God's difpleafurci to be entirely defert^ by 
.'Vot. L . K him I 
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him ; and to have his Holy Spirit, the only fountain, 
of any real good, taken from, him ; in Ihort, to be 
reduced to fo very vile a ftate, as to be fit for. nothing 
better than to be configned hereafter to eternal tor- 
ment ! And greater mifery furely cannot be con- 
ceived, than for a creature to whom it is impoffible 
any elTential happinefs can be derived, but from 
God, to be fhut out for ever from any/communica- 
tion or knowledge of the Deity, but what the re- 
coUeftion of his wickedncfs continually r6prefents> 
to aggravate his wretched fentence. Theft? paf- 
fages, tranfcribed from David's lamentations, do 
rooft afFeftingly cxprefs th^ mifery of being for- 
faken of God, and the deplorable confequence of 
it to men's fouls; that they are then without al! 
power of doing right, and wholly deftitute of any 
reniedy^ And equally alarming is the latter part 
of the prophet's iatimation in the parable, where 
God doth not only reproach the negledt of hi& 
plantation^ by fuffering it to abound in all manner 
of weed^, moft natural to the uncultivatejd foil, but 
to punifh its unfruitfulnefs ftill, more, he declares he 
will not return to take any care of it,, nor fuffer 
even th^ clouds to rain upon it, and refrefh it. 
By this figure>hereprefents thiewholefome cjewof his 
bleffed word, which St. Paul alfo likpns lo planting 
and watering* Dbubtlefs they from w^hpm this^ 
gracious aid is taken away, can no longer be account- 
ed of his ki^igdom ; for they can^ be no longer gp- 
vcrned by his Holy Spirit. By thus withdrawing 
himfelf, they are deprived of the grace and benefit 
—which they, once enioyed, and might for ever have 
poffeflcd through Ch rift. Thefe were the. means 
' by which they were to continue in Chrift, and hav- 
ing wilfully forfeited fuch favor, they muft confe* 
quently lofe that heavenly light and life, fuch bleff- 
ings were calculated to cpnvey. They will become 
as they were before t^h light of the Gofpel fhone 
upon therh ; as men. without God in the world, in 

ftiorti 
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Ihdrt, they ftiall be delivrreid to the power of Satan^ 
who governs all who are forfaken of God, as the 
delperate examples of Saiil and Judas, and manf 
others, do fatally prove. Indeed, he may be faid 
to havefet up his kingdom in the hearts of all, who 
are generally devoted to their own depraved and 
carnal will, and who continue to be the children of 
unbelief, and difobedience. Surely then we cannot 
be too careful left wc ne^led or refufe the great ad-« 

^ vantjiges of God's word, by which we obtain and ^ 
prefer ve our true faith in God| kft we be ourfelveg 
lb far caft off, as to dcferve the title of the children 
juft now mentioned. Concerning thefe, it may be 
neceflary to be more explicit, as they arc of two 
forts, and very different in defcription, though both 
of them in very great danger of not returning to God's 
favor. The firft, in confequence pf their carnal 
and wicked lives, being continually difpb(ed to 
compare their finful nature with the ffridnefs of 
God's righteoufnefs or perfedlion, are reduced to a 
condition void of confolation, and a right way ol^ 
ladling, as itidieed muft be the cafe of all who have 
provoked the fpirit of godly wifdom and comfort 
to defert them : being left to themfelves, they can- 
riot be perfuaded in their hearts, that God either caji 
dr will ever take them to his mercy any more* 
The other defcription of thofe who are void of 4 
true belief do err on tht contrary fide. Thefe, catching 
at the great and comfortable proniffes of God^ 
cxtenfive mercy to mankind, and not poflfeffirig- a 
proper notion of it, are too much inclined to fuppofe 
thofe promifes more generally the lot of 4/?^thaa 
ever God defigncd, or hafe revealed; depending 
therefore on this vain hope, they continue in the 
indulgence of their finful habits, and defpcrately 

. ttuft, that though they live ever fo long. in wicked 
cburfes, yet God at Z^, and wflen they draw neat 
their tnd^ will certainly look with mercy on them^ 
and that then they may r^rm, aiid! ejcperience 

K 2 iavon 
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favor. Now both thcfc defcrJptions of- people 
mud evidently* appear in a moft dangerous ftate. 
And yet it is moft true, that God who hath declared, 
Ezek. xviii. 32. fbat be bath tio pleqfure in ti^ death of 
bim that dietb, hath gracioudy pointed out a method, 
and afforded ttieans, whereby botboi Jhera may hap- 
pily efcape, provided they accept and follovv the 
fame in due Jeafon, As for the fijl, as' they do 
dread the efffcdls of God's juftice in punifliing 
linners, (which naturally muft fill them with 
fear, and lead them to dejpair indeed, for their 
^tt^ cafe) they'Ihduld therefore conftantly , pray for 
grace, ftedfaftly to believe that GoA's fneny is the 
remedy appointed againft all fuch defpair* and dif- 
truft, hot owXy iov ibenii but generally for <«// that 
are tridj forty for the provocation they have given 
God, and -wYiO earnejily repent, and ftrive to engage 
God's' mercy iii fuch a manner as affords fair hope 
pf obtaining it, and of reaching that harbor of 
fecurity, into which whofoever doth gain admiflion,. 
let hini have been in paft time ever ,fo wicked, he 
Ihall be freefrom thedangcr of eternal condemnation. 
If they do this, they may fecurcly reft upoa the pro- 
rnife made by God himfelf, in the words of the 
prdjjhet Ezekiel, chap, xviii. 27, 2% . If the wtiked 
turneth away from his wickednefs that he hath commit tedy 
and doth that which is lawful and rights he fball Jave 
his foul alive ; becaufe he confidereth, that is, he 
repenteth and jurneth away from all hi^ iranfgref- 
lions. 

Now in regard to the other fort, as they are wil- 
ling to believe God's promifes^ fo they fhould be 
equally ready to fear his thnatenings. They ftiould 
cherrm the fatne faith in the Law as the Go/pel. They 
fhrouFd conlider that there, is a hell, a place of ever- 
laftingpunifliment, as well as 2l heaven- of endlefs 
joy and happinefs. They fhould have no tefs re- 
gard td the condemnation: that is dcclared'tobethc 
portion of the wicked and ungodly ^ than to the^ falva- 

• - tion 
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tion that is promifed to the faithful in word and 
idced. They fhould conclude, thdt God is as true 
in one refpedl as in the ciher. This would guard 
them from a prefumptuous way of judging of their 
future expeftations; for (inners who carelcfly or 
wilful ly continue in a wicked courfe of life, may 
aflure themfelves, that thepromifes of God's mercy 
in his Gofpel, can never poflibly belong to them 
while thus offending, and that only the fehtence of 
the law, and' the fulfilling thbfe fcriptures which 
contain the denunciation of God's difpleafure, and 
various thfeatenings, will be tkeir portion. And 
they have alfo every reafon to fear, that in propor- i 
tion as they prefumptuoufly build upon Grod's 
mercy, while they live in open contradidion to his 
taws, the farther >s his mercy removed from them, 
iince he is many times fo highly provoked by fuch 
bold tranfgreflion, as to deftroy them fuddenly. Jt is 
the cafe of thpfe St. Paul defcribes, i Thef. v. 3. For 
when they fhall Jay, peace andjafety, thenjudden deftruilion 
' Cometh upon them. Let us therefore, above all things, 
beware of fuch rafh and dangerous perfuafioiis, nor 
_dare to fin upon the ftrength of tjiem ; for though 
God hath promifed his mercy to them who truly re- 
pent, and mend their lives, (even at a later feafon 
than could be wiflied they had deferred it) yet hath 
he no where promifed to the prefumptuous (inner, 
either that he fliall have a long life, or the gift of 
true repentance * ; and for this reafon he has made 
every man's death uncertain, in order that he fhould 
not raife a vain hope of what will never begranted^ 

* This is a cirpumftancc inoft highly ncceflaiy for people to 
coniider ; for (ince repentance is the gift of God, and that he is long- 
fuiFering^, in order to lead men to repentance^ fo if they will not liften 
to him m the af pointed time, and accept the ordinary means of grace 
to ftrengthen them in faith, and exercife them in the pradHce of 
Chriftian duties, there can be no valuable aflurance given, that he 
will hear fuch men, or bellow his faving mercy on them at the <t;^rf 
lajt moment of their lives, when no time ^ left them to work out 
tl^ir falvitton, 
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and defer his repentiance to the Iqfi (in the mean tim^ 
p^fling all his days to God*%dijb(mor) . Letiis npt there-, 
fore be betrayed through the decjeitfulnefs of iin^ bu| 
rather follow t^e wife man's counfel^ to make qo tar* 
Tying in turning to the Lord, iret us not putofFrepcntT 
^ncf from ^ay tp day, for fuddenly ihs^U Ood's s^iit 
ger be poured upon the ungQ(illy, (upon all who will 
|iot hear or fear nim I and in the time of vengeance 
Y^iil he deftroy the wickec|, L^( us therefore ^rai 
^mprovd our day of viiitation ; let u^ repen( u\ 
Jtim^j and when we turn to God, let us pray to Hint 
41^ the p|H:)phet Hofhea teacheth us in chap. xiv. 
ver, 2. ff^ying, Tahaw^iff all iniquity, O f/ftJ, andre^ 
ffive Hs gracifiujly. And this is a comfort ^U may 
yeli aflured of, that if they turn to God with a trulji 
lo^mUe pmtent bgar^, he will certainly receiye them 
..to his favor, and afford us grace to help us forwar4 
in thie work ; ^nd that for his hply name's fake, 
^r his promife fake, for hi; truth and mercy's fake^ 
4eliyered unto pvery t^xie believer in Jefus Chrifrjj 
tlis only Son, pur t^ord. Towhpm, the only Savio^ 
of the world, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, 
be all honor, glory, and power, world without cnd^ 
Anien* 



DIS- 



^e Homilies of ibc Church of England^ 135 



DISCOURSE X. 



Jin Exhort atidn againft the Fear of Deatk. 



t Cor. XV. 55, 

O Daubf tobere it tby Sting ! O Grave ^ where is ti^ 

Viaoryl 

IT is by no means a furpriiing things that 
worldiy-^minded people fliould fear to die ; be- 
caufe death deprives them of all their honors, 
riches^ and pofledlons ; upon the enjoyment of 
thefe thej^build their greateft happineft; and whcii 
the hour is come^ that they can no longer indulge 
the pleafures of fenfe^ ambition^ and vain delight, 
but are in inftant danger of lofing them for ever, 
they naturally feel wretched, becaufe they arc 
Grangers to any refource of happinefs but what 
thefe fupplied. 

Alas ! exclaims the men of this worldi niuft t 
now depart for ever ? muft I lay down thefe flat- 
tering honors ? muft I part with thefe darlinj 
treafures ? muft I leave my friends, eftates, an< 
riches, thofe dear objeAs which filled my whole 
heart's defiire ? Alas ! that the day (hould come 
that I muft bid eternaLfarewell to any further in- 
tereft or comfort in thefe good things ! It is from 
the confideration of fuch a man's condition that 

K4 the 
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tttc Wife Man thus exprefTes himfelf on the fub-r 
jedl in Eccluf. xli. i . O deaths how bitter is the remem-: 
brance of thee^ to a man that tiveth at reft in his fof^ 
ffffipnSj unto the man who hath nothing to vex him, and 
that hath pre/perity in all things. But there is another 
defcription of people, >vhom, though the world 
doth not equally favor, but, whofe lot feems 
marked by poverty,- ficknefs, or fomc other ad- 
verlity, do yet exprefs much fear whenever death 
approaches them. Now this dread proceeds partly 
from the natural forrow of the body at the prof- 
pe6t of its diflblution ; and partly from the ef- 
fedls of various painful maladies, which often at- 
'tend us' in the laft ftage of life, alld aggravate the 
terrors of a weak difordered nature. In propor- 
tion' as we are attached to the good things of this 
world, or to life itfelf, either of thefc caufes will 
operate fevcrely upon* the mind, and render death 
rhorq hateful to us. 

But there is a. caufe far more confiderable in its 
confequences, than thefe now mentioned, on ac- 
tbunt of which, in truth, the worldly-minded have 
ferious reafon to ls>e afraid of dying ; and that is, the 
irrecoverable ftate to which death bringcth, every 
creature whofe chief view is confined to this world, 
cfpeciallyrf if finds hirni uithour repentance, and 
amendment of his errors. This ftate is called in 
fcriptutc' t\\tJecond death, and which will be the 
cndlefs fate of all* who ^ re unprepared for the em- 
ployment of a^ holy f|)iritual Iffe/at the time of 
the foul's feparation from the body. This is the 
death that ftioulci fill us with real fear, becauTe it 
is an eternal \ofsi the forfeiture Of unfpeakable joy, 
and happinefs ; a fentehce without remedy, with- 
out any profpedt of recovering the grace and Ibve 
of God, which is the only true life indpleafiire 
of the foul, either in time, or 4n eternity. N6r is 
it alone the certain arid perpetual lofs of thfefc 
cverlafting delights, but it is' likewife the entire 
'^'•' • •*■• .. ■ ..• - ^ - - . 'con- 
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condemnation both of body and foul (withiout fur- 
ther appeal or hope of redemptionj to endlefj 
puniftiment, prepared for the wicked ot, impeni- 
tent. We have a mod awfully ftriking repreferi- 
tation of this death, afforded us in the xvith chapter 
of the Goipel of St. Luke. To this (late we fee the 
fpirit of the ungodly and unmerciful man was 
finally configned, who living in all the wealth and 
pleafurc of this world, cloathed in purple and fin* 
linen, and faring fumptuoufly every day, was fo 
hardened by the fplendor arid vanity of his ftation^ 
as to defpife and negledl the afflicfted Lazarus, who 
lay at his gates, an affefting fpettaclc of pity, 
miferably oppr|^ed with painful fores, and pining 
under the extremity of want. But we read, that 
when thefe two perfons had paid their debt of na- 
ture, the latter poor pitiable objed: was immedi- 
ately conveyed by angels into Abraham's bofom ; 
(that is, to a place olf reft and complete enjoy- 
ment) while the unfeeling rich man, defcendeddowni 
to hqll, aiid being ia torment, cried out for eveiv 
temporary comfort, complaining of the intolera- 
ble pains he fuffered in that flame of fire. The 
continual and reproaching flings of an evil confci- 
ence, expofcd him to the unavoidable terrors of 
God's difpleafure againft fin. Thus plainly is it 
Ihewn us, that death is truly the gate of life to the 
bleflcd, and only the beginning of puniftiment to 
the wicked. To this dreadful condition of ejid- 
Icfs woe, doth bodily death commit all thofe who 
while they abound in all the comforts of this life, 
dp yet abufe the goodnefs of God in his manifold 
favors to them, who are unfaithful to their Maker 
in the difcharge of the relpedive duties incumbent 
on thenfi ; uncharitable to their neighbors^ that is, 
their fclldw creatures ; and who die without a tho- 
rough repentance of their unworthy conduft, with- 
out an huniWe* hope in God's mercy, through 
JefusChria. . 
"^ After 
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After this Ihort and alarming view of the cafe^ 
ivecaAnot avoid concluding, that it is sitty natural 
fbr worldly-minded j^eople fifthly think at all) to 
l)fe ajrdid.oi death ; for in truth, they have greater 
Yeajon for their fears, than in a heedlefs courfe, 
they ^re perhapis aw&re ; fince it has been Ihewa 
you, that the things which they are compelled to 
]lhe upy orjuffer^ compofe by far the leaji confldera- 
tion of their mifcry ; the dreadful appreheniion of 
What will brfal both body and fcul in hell, fhould 
fbxvti their frinc^dl concern ; though to the guilty, 
dttubtlefs, the quitting fo many favorite objects 
Inuft greatly aggravate the grief attending a hope- 
kft pf ofpeft of eternity. It is the condition of 
fuch as are wholly devoted to the love of this 
w6rid, that the apoflle defcribes, in the xthof Heb. 
ven 37. who when they are approaching to a final 
leave of it, can only look for a certain fearful looking for 
0f Judgment f and fiery indignation^ which Jhall devour the 
Amerlltries^ If the confcience3 of any prefent arc 
touched with juft alarm of thefe fears, and arc 
ready naturally \.o cry out, Who Jball deliver usfronk 
the iody of this d^<ith ? to them we anfwer, in the 
language of the apoftle, ff^e thank Qodj, through Jffus 
Chriji our Lor di that he is fufjicientand willingto keep 
i»// who cry unto hijn for dcliverancd^ ToHiM 
wc recommend them in time, thafrthey may learn 
to fet their affe^ions ok things abov^^ not on things on th^ 
earth. 

And now having expofed the error and danger 
in which this defcription of people continually 
live, let us attend to the very different ftate of the 
Chrifiidffs mind concerning death. Thanks be for 
lever giveq to Almighty God, it is not one of the 
diftrefliiiig or terrifying caufes we have fpecifiedj, 
nor ^i/? of them vfiited^ that can.affed the .truly 
chriflrialn foul wit^ any deadly fear. It cannot be* 
^or all. fh^ who ^iSj/^^? this title, kre truly ihem-» 
bcr« of Chrift* tempW of his Holy Spirit, the" 
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i:hildren (^ Godi flfiid inheritors (throu^ Chrift'i 
merits) of his everlafting kingdom in heaven^ 
On the. contrary, indeed, the cbriftitm li tliyc to 
many powerful reafohs, moft firmly g^undrd an 
the infallible and eternal truth of God's moft holy 
word, which ftrengthen him hot only to fubdue tm 
fear of bodily death, but in confideration of the 
various benefits and unfpeakable happinefs pro-*^ 
miied to every faithful perfon upon its taking 
place, he doth moft heartily wiftx for its arrival, ii| 
due fubmifTion to the Creator's will. And the rea« 
fon is obvious ; for death to bim, ftiall be no death 
at all ; it is a mere name, nay a very deliverance from, 
ihe only d<^ath that can vex the chriftian's foul i 
(in that they that are dead arc free from the aflaulm 
oi fm, which \%t\itftiHg of death) and a5 it is hill 
deliverance from the unavoidable ^^j of fin, Ay 
is it from all pofitive evil, from pain, caiw^ ztA 
forrowSj from all the various miferies and misfor«* 
^nes fp common to this iftate of trial. And wlial 
is more than all, it is his very admiffion to cver«-^ 
lafting peace and glory : the entrance upon the 
(Hijoym^pt of thofe heavenly pleafures which ex- 
ceed ^he ppy^ers pf fpecch to utter, ^hicb neitbtr 
^atb eye Jeen nor ear beard, nor can the heart of m ah 
pqffibly conceive tbept now. So great are the glorious ' 
favors, the mighty bleilings, which God our hea-' 
venly -Father, put of the riches of his free mercy, 
and for the love of his Son Jefus Chrift, had laid 
up in fto^^ fof them that humbly fubmit them-* 
fclves to his moft hply will, and ftudy continue 
^Uy to love and ferye him from (he bottom of their 
heart. And thi$ is the chriftian's precious faiths 
that death being conquered by ^hrift^ can never 
)ceep any one under his perpetual tyranny, who 
lliicerely trufteth. \n God his Savior ; but that he 
ih^|l rife again fron^ de^h to glory, wben tie times 
pf refrefiing Jhall come from the prefmce of tbe Lord, in 
|hat day \fhich the Almi|^ht]F nath appointed to 

judge 
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judge both the quick and dead; and Kis pledge 
ortokjen of this hope i«> that Chrifti by the tnighty 
power of; GckJ, did rife again the third day, accord-^ 
ing to divine appointment* This is the natural 
conclufion one of the ancient fathers * draws Upon 
this fubjeft } riikt as the head is gone before, the 
members do furely truft to follow after. And St. 
Paul confirmcth the famd inference in thefe words, 
that if Chriji be rifen from the dead^ then fliall we 
^Ifo rife again. But for the further confolation of 
all chriftians on this important article of our faith, 
the Holy Scripture compares our bodily death to 
Jleep ; the nature of which, is only to lock up our 
fcnfes for a time, and when we awake we are more 
rcfreflied than when we went to reft : and thus, as 
by a fi^rcy though we are ourfelves feparated from 
our bddies for a feafon, yet at the general refurrec- 
tion, we £hall become more free, perfect, and en- 
livened, than ever we were or can be in this our 
bpdily prifon ; for now we are mortal, fubjecS: to 
death ; then we Ihall be immortal, free from its 
dominion. Now we are corruptible, liable to many 
flefhy infirmities ; then we (hall be incorruptible^ 
dcJtivered from them all ; how we are carnal, fold 
ijn fin, given to all flefhy luft^s and appetites ; 
then we Ihall be fpiritual, defiring nothing but 
God's glpry, and the things eternal. O bleffed 
hope, worthy of our utmoft labor and pains to fe- 
cure ! may .we have grace to part with all we have, 
wifh, or delight in, during this tranfitory fcenc of 
things, in order to obtain that pearl of great 
price. Thus, to the heavenly-minded, it is very 
apparent, that the death of the body is but as 
^idoorof entering into endlcfs life and blifs ; and 
therefore, when thoroughly confidered with the eye 
of faith, in no refped fo terrible, but truly com- 

fQrtablc. Thus viewed, it is not a mifchief, but a, 

' • . .* ' ' • 

.' .. ♦ St. Augufiiot. . . > .-' \' ■ ' 
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remedy for all evil. ' No^enciTiy> but^th/? jri^qftdc-y 
firable^friendl ^ot a crpel tyran^-, ,bui; ainpft gen* 
tie .guide, leading .vu.po a glorioui ;. immortality, 
inftea4 of a^ pejilning grave ; not- tot forrow and 
pain, but to joy. and jj.Ieajlure^.'^i^iQ.tjhatr.tP;. Iftft 
for ever and ever. But theq we n^uft. thankfully, 
receive it a* God's meflengcri and pa^tfeptly endure 
it for.tbe (ove of. Chrift, wjio fuff^sred the. n)(lft 

J)aii:ifuLand fhameful death for ?h^/love of-^r 
b.uls,. that He might red?ieni. thcro^froax.thc mi^' 
fery of .deathxteriul.;. And it, is in the fen^ pf:ttii* 
our Wortal difapgearing, thac-ffl^. 4ppft^€; ; fay^ 
Cot fu- 8> 4■*^^0^r; l^e-M hid/mith Chriji in\C<Ui ^Hf 
whe^ (^Hjft wi>o is , our lifefoall . appear ^ . \ tk€n jhi{1i ^^ 
appear with him in glory* As ^hfi^idns^thcrcfor^i^^ iwt, 
can havje^'no alarming qai^fq toimakedeath terribly |j 
the mapifpld . and comf9rtablc fwroipjgfes. of .. th^^ 
Gofpel ana Holv Scrjptur^ afford an ampic confb-^ 
lation innd^r ^ll affaults .of Satan -9^;. our feeble; 
nature., ,ppd the Feith^v ba^b gfven^^us, fverlafiing:^ 
life ffaith, St. John, 1 Ep. ch. v. ri,.a2, ijO:* 
and this tiffi is, in .bis Son.i be that bath, the S$h^ 
bath life, and be that bath not the Son of. God hath not " 
life\ and this I nvrite (faith the fame Apoftle) to yon 
wbp believe in the name of the Son of God, that ye may 
know that you have everlafting life, and that ye may be^ 
lieve on the name of the ^Sn of God. And our blefled 
Lord himfelf declares, John vi. 40. He that be^ 
lievetb m me hath everlafting Rfe, and I will raife. innt 
up at the laft day . St. Paulalfo faith, i Cor. i. 30,^ 
31. That Cbrijlis made of God unto us ivifdom, and righte-^ 
oufnefj^ and Janilification ^^ redemption $ that accord^ 
ing as it is written, be that gUrietb let him glory in the - 
Lord *. A nd the fame Apoftle, to ftrengthea the ' 
chriftian\ hope in another life, declares that he 

* ' . *• 

7 Chrtft being the eau/e of all the good we doH>r can receive, ia , 
him is all our gloty ; that is, we are not to build on any natural 
purity or ability of our own to obtain fo great a reward. 

eftecmoi ; 
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cfleemdd alf thofe things (wliich He before fo highly 

raited) as vile as the very muck of the earth ; that 

he might be fotind in Chrift to have everlafting life, 

true hoKnefs, righteoufnefs, and redemption, be- 

, ing confeious from invrard experience; tha it could 

\0nly be obtaintd thhwigh mm ; .and he confirms 

his opinion l^ this plain airgument on the fubjcft, 

which is taken frorfi Rom« viii. 32/ That if God 

Jpare^ not- bis- won Son, but delivered him up for us 

' My howfhair'be not with bim frtely ghe us aU things. 

Thcrcfoife the only worthy objeft of the chrifiian^s 

oare, is to obtain the favor of hiiMaj/ier ; and then 

Bemay fecurely truft, th'at with Chrii?, He >vili 

peflefs allother good things whatever ; he will be 

defended from the fear of death, and ifrom* the 

jldwer of fin and hell : for it is through Him^we 

^joy the love of God, the peace of God, all holi- 

nefs, wififont, juftice, fife, power, and ffedemp- 

tion. In ihon, when ^e c^periencb a faving in- 

. itereft in Chtift, we have; in confequttfciie, thereof* 

tjerpetuftl health, the grekteft riches, the cdmplctcft 

, joy; >ind the earneft of eternal happinds. * 
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THE SECOND PART. 

Having very folly ftated to you the three rea- 
fons why men are apt to yield to the fear of deatth, 
and more particularly Ihewn you, that the lafi of 
them, (the dread of thtfeiond death or eternal pu- 
nifhnient) is that which (hould chiefly engage our 
thoughts, and urge us to obtain a remedy againft 
it ; and having alfo endeavoured to convince you " 
that not all thefe three together have any power to ter- 
rify the mind of the pious chriftian, becaufe all fuch • 
are ftrengthened againft any uneafmefs-of the kind^ 
by true faith* perfecfl charity, and humble hope ; ir 
liiay therefore profit you to enlarge a little upon a 

S fubjei^ 



fubj e<fl v^hich to nearly c^nce^ns ua all,. c^n4 1^ ppOri 
pofe forae farther argumient^, which may halp^ MK 
cure you of any unreafonabU fear of dea^h^, afid 
enable you to view it in the light oicomfori^ inftead 
of terror. In this you will readily agree^ that wh(l( 
is capable of giving us a foretafte of the v^ry hap^ 
pinefs we are to enjoy for ever, muft co^fequemM/ 
be efteerx^ed the mod defirable thmg for mortals to 
ppirefs ; now this thing is an union with Cbrijf^ by % 
ftedfaft faith ;. and it isi certain, whofoevcr hatii <i^ 
tained any good degree of this fellowfliip with hi% 
Savior, will have no caufe to fes^r bodily dea^^ 
©r future punifhment : for death cannot deprive u». 
of our intereft in Chrift^ nor can any finj (that is, 
any pad fin repented of, and ibrfak^j cpndemiil 
thofe that are firmly grafted, in the true vine s f<^r*» 
pure faith in Chrift aflureth us pf th^ir beiiig fof* 
given ; ^d this the Apoftle coiijfiijms moft cle^tly*, 
in thdfe: words of Rom. viii. i-. For there is mv^ 
no condemnation to them t»Ificb imf in Chrifi Jifttlt% wbot 
warn not after the fiefijy but after the fpirit *i becw(e 
pertons pf thi^ description are fqch as have, x^penr.' 
ted of their fins, amended their lives,, and therefore, 
rely whqily on Chrift*s mercy and B^erH&, whtcK 
while they dp, ^^^h can neither t^ike hiiaafrQm:fa>. 
nor us froni himi for as the Apol^le fays b£a}l,true 
chriftians, whether we Iwe-or whether we die, we, are 
the Lord' J, (Rom. xiv. 8.) And again he fajtbA ii^ 
the next verfe, that to this end Chriji both died, and 
rofe^ and rewJted, that be might be the Lord^b9fb of the . 
dead and of the living. -If, then, we continue the 
Lord's own ipheritanccj after we are departed this ' 

* In this declaration* the Apoftle teftifies, that though Ptft bm < 
are rwajhed anx>ay by the blood of Chrifi, yet to be in Cbr^ je/ui^ i^ . 
to walk in ne^nefi of life \ and that fin wilfully continued in, is a^ 
proof that we are Mt renewed in- tlie fpirit, not furely ^fted in ' 
Chrift. So that we muft conclude, to oe Joond in Chnft ia ixsf 
n^aluable fenfe» affords the pureft joy, treafure, and ,li& of naii % * 
bccaufe i< implies true refentattu^ and reformation, 

♦ life J 
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lift)"ft! itiuft neccflarily follow^ that mere bodily 
death is'nol an objeft qf eflential fear ; inftead of an 
Mijury^ it becomes our.gain^ in that it is the means' 
of uniting us to God.^more perfedly, than it is 
poflibrewe can experience? while in ourfinful im- 
perfe<3: bodies of flefli and btopd. Of this there 
<^an fee no matmer of doubt. 

^ Every real chrilliari is fatisfied of the truth by 
tfce infallible word of->God^ which declares by the 
mouth of his infpired Apoftle, that he hath. pre- 
l^ared us unto immortality, . in that we are Jenlei 
with the Holy Sprit ofpromije, Eph. i. ty, 14. which 
is the eameft of our inherit amey until the redean^ption of 
the pur chafed fojfejpon hy Chrijl. It is this hopc^ 
therefore, that fiipplieth good comfort to ^tl piotis 
bcUevers, belcaufe they know, that as long as' they 
9xt 4n this body, they are in a manner far from • 
God, in a ftrange country, fubjed to many dan- 
ger^; and walking without? perfed: light and know- 
ledge of their chief good, and only beholding him 
thro^gh^the medium of faith in his holy word. — 
But yet ih proportion as we partake of the power 
of this gocKJ Spirit ; in proportion as we ure one 
with Chrift, and Chrift with us ; v/e are infpired 
with courage to invifage death, and to ddirc, as the 
Apollle ex^reiTes it, rather to be abfent from the body ^ 
and to be pre/ent with the Lord; to be free from the 
pernicious influence of this mortal tabcrnade, that 
we may behold him as he is, face to tee, to ^ur 
irtexpreflible and everlafting comfort. jThis is the 
fubftance of the Apoftle's reafoning upon the article • 
of bodily d^th, by which we plainly fee, that the 
life of this world is likened to a pilgrimage in a 
foreign land ; and that while we are on this journey'^ 
wc are ncceffarily removed from the true enjoyment 
of our greateft friend, the life-rcftoring prcfenceof 
the Almighty ; and, that as death delivers us from 
this earthly prifon^ fo atthe fame time he enables 
US to return to our proper country, and inffantly^ 

; --'^ ' ta 
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to experience the reft of God, and to dwell with 
him for ever, in heavenly pe^e and love. Form 
this ftate of the cafe, if is inipoflible to confider 
death as a misfortune to any seal chriftian ; on the * 
contrary, it becomes tjfe. greateft blefling that 
can befall him. Tb eftablifh us in this aflur- 
ance, let us, for example, review^. the ftory of the 
penitent malefa^ftor, who fu^efed on the fame crofs 
with Chrift. No one wii'l venture to aflert, that 
he /^ any thing by his bodily death, but it muft 
be granted that hxs gain was precious. Did not our 
blened Lord aflure him, ^his day thou jhalt be with 
me in paradife,?' and in tke happy deliverance of 
Lazarus before mentioned, did not death afford him 
the tooft bjeffed releafe from the united miferies of 
pair>^ poverty, and hunger? Nay, more, did it 
no^pron[lOte him to a place of happinefs inexprefli- 
ble ; to which he was conveyed under the charge 
of miQiftering angels. Thefe fcriptural alTurances 
will ever defend the humble, pious, diligent chrif- 
tian, from any improper fear of mortal diflblution. 
Depend uj^on it, that Chrift hath already prepared 
for all his truly faithful fervants, the fame ports of 
joy and happinefs (proportionable to their labors) 
that He mercifully appointed for the afflicted patient 
beggar, and for the penitent, forrowing, and be- 
lieving finner. Our only care, the^-efore, muft be 
to hold faft by the word of'hls falvation, and mpft 
gracious redemption of both foul and body 5 let us 
ftudy, and xAj upon his holy word; ferve him 
truly from the^ heart ; love and obey him in all his 
precepts ; and whatever we have in timepaft com- 
mitted contrary to his moft holy will, we muft 
now repent in time, while it is yet day, and ftrivc 
in future to corrcft our ways, praying continually 
to himSoT help^ and doubting nothing, but that we 
fhall find him in the end^ as merciful to us, as he 
was to either of the perfons Ijete cited for our com- 
fort. All holy Scripture,^, faith the Apoftle, is 
Vol. L L written 
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' written for our example, and profit ; and dcubtlefs 
thefe fingular cafes are recorded to difcourage de- 
.fpaiCj and fupportthe unfortunate. They are de- 
ligned for the confolation of repenting finners ; or 
thofe, w(io by the unerring will and wifdom of 
Divine Providence, are fufFered to experience the 
various forrows.and calamities of this mortal life ; 
for from thefe relations they are taught not to ceafe 
crying for mercy to the laft, but ever to hope they 
may find for^ivenefs of fins repented of, and for* 
.faken, and life everlafting in reward for their obe- 
dience and fufferings. So far, I truft, it appeareth 
very evident, even from the infallible word of God 
himfelf, that bodily death can no ways leffen or 
prevent the happinefs in fl:ore for all, who fted- 
faftly depend on Chrifl: ; but is the-immediate road 
to that preferment, which every truly chrifl:ian 
fpirit moft naturally defires; who being deeply 
penitent for their manifold ofi^ences, depart this 
life in perfect love with all mankind, and wholly 
refigned to the will of God, humbly trufting in 
Tiis mercy towards them, and that he will overlook 
their great unworthinefs for the merit's fake of 
Jefus Chrifl:, his only Son, the Mediator on whom 
they truft. 

But -as it is pofllble that mfome w^ may difcover 
a fear of death, of whofe future ftate (in the riches 
of divine mercy) we have reafon- to encourage a 
favorable hope, //&^V cafe- mufl: be attributed to the 
Jecond caufe, why fome are fubje(St to this mortal 
terror *• This may* be the confequeiice of violent 
, figknefs^ 

* It does not follow, becaufe a true chriftian foirit is c^Mtainly 
fuperior to any dread of death in fome ; that thereibfc all cliriftians 
ihould poflel^ an outward fortitude,^ ai^ triumphant confidence in 
;in e^uai degree ; nor on the otbet haad, can we form a pofitive 
judgment <3"the foul's iappinefs from mere appearance f^i contempt 0/ 
life, or widifmay at ieaWs approach ; for apparent indifference, or 
fortitude, itiay proceed in fifrie from total inlehfibility oftheir futu re 
itate, or from ut^€ioimoii'<yigQ;rafjnervcs land miad in others, no 
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ficknefs, and grievous^ain, preying upon a pecu- 
liar delicacy of the human nerves; which viewed 
as the forerunners of mortal diffblution, may pro- 
duce a tendernefs of mind, that naturally is fub- 
jefted to unealinefs and want of fortitude ; but the 
fear of fuch perfons, is the .common dread of weak 
flefh and blood> and natural unavt)idable feelings, 
which cannot be entirely feparated from certain ^ 
conftitutions. But of thefe, and the neceflary dif^ 
tin^ion to be made concerning thenfi ; as likewife 
what remains to be more fully examined relativelto^ 
the third p/ccafion of the univerfal fear that is apt to 
prefent itfelf to mortals, on the awful change from 
time into eternity ; I muft defer the further dif- 
cuffion, to fome other opportunity. In the mean 
time, let us pray to God to ftrengthen us from all 
defponding fear, through the grace and for the 
fake of Jefus Chrift our Lord : To whom, &:c. 

ways exemplary for chriftian virtues. The only criterion then, 
that can iniorm man's de^iiion, is the general tenor of the perfon's 
life anE cowverfation. The principles of the heart can only be 
known to God ; who will determine our fate according to tl^eir 
fruits ; and not according to accidental circumRances of our la^efi 
moments^ ^ 
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IDISCOURSE XI. 



Hoe Jam Suhj^^ 

T TAVING made an introdudion in the former 
JlX difcourfe to the fuller ftatement of i\it/e€cnd 
caufe that aifeds many perfons upon a ferious 
contemplation of their departure out of this life, 
and which are grounded on the influence of bodily 
pain> and. mortal weaknefs; it may be now pro- 
fitable for the confolation of humble, meek, and 
timid minds to difpoffefs their fears of any eflen- 
tial confequence from the due confideration of the 
following circumllances : i. The humble and 
trembling chriftian muft ftrive to combat his fears 
by a firm faith in God*s promifes, to all who call 
upon him xn Jincerity ^ He muft recolleft the influ- 
ence of human nature even on the fpirits of the 
immaculate Jefus, that he was Jwrrowful to deaths 
though he knew no fin ; and that the pain and 
agonies he fufFered even in the place of iinners, upon 
the crofs, oocafioned him for a moment to utter 
the moftdefpondingand difconfolate exclamations. 
Again, they lliould comfort themfelves that this 
was but a tranfitory guft of mortal fratlty ; that 
the triumphant power of faith led him to ^commend 
his Jpirit Jecurefy info the bands of God, and confe* 
quently the delightful reflections of the joys and 
everlafting happinefs awaiting us in Heaven, are 
yexy fufficient to leflen their corporeal pangs and 
jej-fofs, an d fp to reduce the viplence of the fears at^ 

l^^ tending 
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tending them, that they (hall never be able to 
loofen the anchor of religious hope, or entirely to 
darken the profpeft of a chriftian foul upon its 
feparatioa from this \mperfe(5t body, or. to make 
it defpair of coming vo die glorious prefence of * 
the Savior Jefus Chrift ; and as matter of further 
fupport under fuch a fituation, we Ihall be con- 
vinced, if we ftcdfa#i y-bAeTc the word of God, 
that" alt fuch bodily infirmity, pains of death, or 
whatfoever afflidion we fufFer, either before, or at 
our departure hence, are nothing more in chriftian 
perfons, than partly what the flefh is heir to from 
the curfe incurred upo^ it by the fall, and ptrtljr 
to be accounted as a foourgeof a hfaveniy^Vad 
loving Father, "who to the laft correcfteth u$ in 
mercy, to try, and ihcw the faith » of his fubiBif-y 
(ive children ; that they iiiay be foun^ laudable^ 
glorious, and honorable in his %bt, when J-^fui^ 
Chrift. fliall publicly appear as the judge of th^ 
whole world. Laftly, this vifitation of exceeding 
foTTOw and dread^ .may be permitted a^ a temporal 
puniftimeflt for whatCA^er offeii)deph his fatherly and 
gracious goodnefs,'as theiconclulive afflixftion upw 
earth, left through iprefmning confidence they 
ihould perifli everlaftingly ; and as'a further heal-. 
ing confolation tq all fuch fiifferers,^ who in other 
refpcdrs rely upon God'-s power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs ; they fliould refleft that his chaftifing 
Jtiand is common, to all that are truly his, in the 
way he ju(i^eth belV-to vifit;, for wbcm the Lord 
Ipveth he ' corre5ieth^ and chafl'fkth ^every one ivhom he, 
receiyeth. Our chief care (hould be tocaftoff-thc 
feurthen of. fin, which •weigheth us. dpwn,. that 
cfpeciaUy ^which doth moft^ eaiily h^^t uS;, iox ihat 
will haunt us tq all , eternity ; >the other fears are; 
only momentary and cafual; Let us retur-n unto 
God by true ir^pentance and amendment of life.. 
J-.ct us with patienc^ run the^courfe that is ap-* 
pointed.usi .fufFer ing all things willingly for his 

fake 
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fake who died for our falvation ; even all deadly^ 
pangs and borrows/ and death itjelfy moft gladly/ 
whef\evcf God is plcafed t6 fend it, having our' 
tyes for ever fixed upon the Captain of our faith, 
even Jefus Ghriftour' Lord ; who for the joy that was . 
Jpt before ^im' endnred the crofs^ defpiftng thejhamei and 
i^onforminj^'his w^iH'to the will of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, moft |>at?iently fuffered the faoft painful and 
difgraceful death, although *peifediy pure and in- 
nocent ; whe^fefofre He is nt)w exalted on high, and 
is- Jet doij&n' at the right hand of the throne of Gdd\ 
Thefe are the thoughts we rnuft employ to counter- 
ad): the tenjporary fears of death ; \te muft call to 
mind and dwell upon the Kfe and joys of Heaven 
prepared for all who patiently fuffer now^ as Chrift 
fiatn fet them an example : we niuft refle<St that 
his moft bitter paflion was inflidted iy (inners, and 
for i\vin€ri\ This will fuppiy us with fuitable 
feflgnati<m to meet and bear more readily, whati 
ever trouble or trial may'be aifpenfed to uiS for our 
good. - We muft therefore beware hot lightly to 
efteem, or grievoufly to -receive- the chaftifing of 
the Lord ; we muft neither repine at his vifirattion, 
or complain for the punijlpment of our fins , Lament* iii. 
ver. 39, and inftead of r^bellijDig or fainting under 
thefe favorable marks of his regard, we muft con-, 
fole ourfelves with the Apoftle's cheering and natu- 
ral application, Heb.' xii., 7,^ 8. Fo» what fon ishe- 
whom th^ father chafleneth not ? for if ye be without 
ihafi^menf (whercpf all ^are jjj^rtakers whom God 
loveth) then be ye bilftards aful not Jons, Therefore 
feeing (continueth the Apoftle) we have had fathers 
of ourflefbi which correil^d ^^» ^^d we gave them reve^r 
relief for it ; Jhall we not much rather be injubje^ion to 
the Father offpiritsand liv^ ? And if our earthly fathers 
for a few days chaflifed us^ after th^ir own pl^a/urcy and 
we endured it out .of fubmillion to their authority, 
how much rather fliould we bear his cori.cction, who 
doth itfpr 'our prcfit^ that w^ may be. partakers If his 



152 Tbe Homilies tf the Church of England. 

bolinejs. For though all ms^nner of chadening that 
God fendeth us, for the ^vtkntjeemeth not to bejoy^ 
ous, tut grievous, nevertbelefs it conveyeth a hope of 
God's mercy, and in the end yieldetb the peaceable 
fruit of rigbteoufnefs unto them which are exercifed 
thereby i even a fure trufl: that God hath favor to- 
wards them. If, thcn» difeafes, afflidions^ the fear.of 
dying,and even our approaching bodily dilTolutions, 
arc to be confidered as calls to draw us unto God, as 
tokens of his fatherly goodwill, with which he is 
pleafed to/ry,and purify us, and to prepare us to exer- 
cife true holinefs now, that we may be more fit fop- 
its enjoyment hereafter ; is it not our duty and in- 

terefl:,asgratcful children, humbly and joyfully tpkifs 
the rod that is infliifled by this our mod gracious 
and heavenly Parent. To exclaim in the midft of 
pur natural fears, though be flay me, yet will I trufl in 
Him ; and ever to fay in our hearts, according to 
the pattern of our Savior Jcfus Chrift, O my Fa^ 
ther, if thefe fears, this anguiflithat I feel, and this 
approaching death may not pafs away, but that it 
be thy heavenly will that I muft fuffer thcipj thy 

WILf 3E DONE. 



THE THIRD PART. 

Having concluded the promifed refledlions 
upon the f ecojtd cviuk that is apt to increafe mens' 
fears upon the approach of death, and having fub- 
mitted fuch rejrediesto reconcile and appeafethem 
as religious fentimenr, and fcriptural authority fug* 
geft, we come now to confider the thirds and m^ft 
alarming motive which naturally and powerfully 
aflaults and terrifies the hearts of worldly-minded 
men, whenever they reflecft ferioufly upon their 
la;ter end; and thatis thebopelefs ftate of all'fux^h per- 
fofls af(er death. Now however juftly this may af-- 
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fed their fears, it remains that I fhould Ihcw you, 
that this cannot poffibly fupply any caufe of terror 
to the pious and faithful chriftian, for the very prin- 
ciples of the latter fuppofes they have been uni- 
formly pradlifed in the habit of contemplating the 
glories of a future ftate j and confequently have 
been wealed from any improper attachment to the 
things of this world. On the contrary, their holy 
converfation and ftedfaft belief in Chrift, and their 
continual reliance on the fufficiency of his merits 
•and mercies, will rather incline them to long ear- 
neftly after that life which moft certainly remaineth 
for them after their departure hence. Again, con- 
cerning that immortal ftate, which will be the lot 
of the righteous, when this tranfitory fcene is 
palled, and wherein we are to dwell with God for ever 
in peace and joy, where neither forrow, ficknefs, 
fin, or death can enter, but all tears Ihall be for 
ever wiped from our eyes ; happily the tender and 
foreboding confcience of the felf-accufing and 
timid chriftian, may gathfcrabundant ftrength from 
numerous plain and comforting paffages of Holy 
Scripture, which are exprefsly calculated to quiet 
thofe fears which death, and its attendant pains, 
may bring upon him; to foften the apprehenfions 
of a languid mind, and encourage him to look for- 
ward to a bleffed releafe. From the example of 
others, we may learn to build up our o%xm hope i 
let us attend then to the ftrengthcning aflur- 
ance of the future profpedl, as delivered by 
the Apoftles and other pious perfons. St. Paul, in 
his epiftle to the Eph. i. 17, 18, exprefles this wifti 
towards them in this cafe ; "That the God (f our Lord 
Jefus Chrifti the Father of glory ^ might give unto them 
thejpirit of wifdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
hiwi : that the fjes of their under/landing being enlightened, 
they might inom what was the hope of their callings and 
what the riches of bis glory ^ [in the inheritance of bis 
faints. Such wifdom he well knew vyas fufficient 
\ to 
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tp fet them above she fear cf death ; and accordingl)? 
in refped: to himfelf he teftifies the power of his 
cohvidion of the bleflednefs of the change, by de- 
claring in the epiftlc to the Phil. i. 23. that hi& 
heart's defire was to depart^ and to he with Chrifi, 
which would htfar hotter for him^ although his abiding 
in theflejh was more needful f^ tbem ^- and we have an 
cxprcflicn of aiaother Saint * of the ancient church, 
to this fame purp^fe ; who, deeply fenfible of the 
Tanity qf all things hei-c, and their infignificancy 
towards real happinefs, addrcfles Jiimfelf in prayer 
as follows : " Holy God, if I am a needful inftru-: 
ment to thy people, to do thehi any good, I refufe 
nd kbour or length qf trial ; «but otiierwife, foi 
mimp^own/?^, fo completcty am I weaned frc«n tba 
dfflire of life, that I beleech thee to take^my fouli*.'? 
, .Now that the hoJy fathers of thp old law, and all 
righteous and faithful men who ^departed this, life 
before :OUT Savior's corning upon earth; and afcen* 
fion into; heaven, were .delivered by* death froirt 
trouble, and entered intso reft ; that . they were r»4 
moved fifom the hands ofthiic eneiimes intodit 
hands <of God ; from chc trials of. forrow and lick-i. 
Acfs, into the joyful refrefhing of the farnts of light t 
into eternal abodes of fecurity and peace ? tbit holy 
Scriptures do plainly and pofitivcly declare in va-^ 
nous .places. . In the iiid chapter df the Wifiiom Q^ 
>SofawaSian, ift verfe, we are* told that thej$ul^ of the 
Ttghttous are in the hand of God, and thit there fliall no 
iter meat touch them ; and in chap, v/ ver. i> 4, when 
xhvf'ftall fiand in great boldnejs befire tie face offuch as 
.^Ji^ted thenty ^ the wicked ft^all thus declare, we fools 
aceomtjed their lives madnefs, and their . end to be without 

• ♦ St. Martitt. 

i What a glorious contempt of this life had thefehdiv men ,^apd many 

.others ; and to a good degree of the fame fenfe of its lofufficienqy 

to any foHd happinefs muft we all come, ere we (hall be able to 

Jt loQfe fj«ia it9 vanities, and pleiifiires, and to ^x our qffi^omk^m 

ibises above ^^ber^ oal^ truej^s are ia bffguni. . 

f , honor { 
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honor ; iu^ tww are they numbered among the children of 
Gody and their lot is among the faints : verfe 15, 16, for 
the righteous live for everniore, and their reward is mtb 
the Lord, and the care of them with the Mofi High -^ 
therefore fhall they receive a glorious Mrfgdqm^ and a 
heautiful crown Jrcm the Lord's hand \ and further^ 
chap. iv. ver. .7, Ihough the righteous be prevented by 
death y (or come to a fuddert ftnd) yet Jhall he be in refi^ 
But. we aee^ no other authority in this n^atter than 
ChriiJ's own ,woi:ds, in the parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus.:, what is there reprefented to h^ 
the condition of thofe who die in the .Lpr<^, is fo 
plainly exprcflcd as to render atiy other proof fu- 
perftuops to the chriftian. The inf4srence then from 
thefe.afrui'ances inuft be pprfe4tl>y fafe, that if tbi^ 
was tHe ftate of the. holy fathers, and, all gopci men ' 
before the coming of 'Chrift in. the fleih, and be-i 
fore he v^^^ glorified on earth * ^ therefore we have 
every additional reafon* to,, entertain. a ftedfaft feith 
apd. lively aope. of .^ bleffed condition after dcatjij 
feeing that ^ur Savior, new hath vilibly peffonT>^4 
the whple jwork of- our redenr>ption, and js glpri-r 
9ufly alccnded into H(:ayeh,to prepare-an hsri^itaticw* 
for vs in his holy kingdom. . What Wronger coa^ 
folation need, we; than this his loving petitionj 
John xvii. 24. Father I will^ that they alfo whom 
'thou bajl given vie he with me where i am. Now, ai^ 
•>ve'Jcno.w,that whatibever Ckrifi willeth, his Father 
jvilleth the^a^ alfoi confequently a furey grpm^4 
of hope cannot be offered them, tj"iat if ve ftrivc' 
to be his faithful feryai^ts, our fouls ftiall certaiiiiy' 
be found with him, the inftant of our departure 
from this life, ^and cheriflied with a ftill 0>pre 

• This clearly proves that the redemption provided for manki»4 
before this world was made, had, fo far taken eiTeft as to obtain a 
pdwer to thofc holy men of acling acc^eptably to God, whidh'they ^ 
could not hiive dpne pnder tliC' influcnde of a fejlen ilate, unre^ 
deemed and without the efHcacy of a Mediator, though the times of 
the .fulfilling of the ptomife of his coming were not arrived, 

I glo. 



15^ The Homilies of the Church of England. 

glorious hope oi further perfcdlion when the end of 
all things (hall be accompli(hed. 

How far the ftrength of faith and pious refigna- 
tion to the will of God, can raife the foul to an 
entire indifference for this mortal life, and even 
the fear and pain of death, we have two ce- 
lebrated inftances recorded in the gofpel : i. 
St. Stephen, when under accufation of blafphemy 
for vindicating the faith of Chrift, had his mind 
intent upon the fdture object of his hope ; and 
heing full of the Holy Ghcfl^ (faith the Scripture) hav- 
ing his eyes lifted up to Heaven^ he /aw the glory^ of the 
Father y and J ejus fianding at the right hand of Go4> 
And after having made this bold confeffion of the 
truthi before the enemies of his M^ifter, wheo they 
taft him out of the city, and were ftoning him to 
death, even in the midft of dying agonies his faith 
forfook him not, for to the laft he called upon 
God, imploring the Lord Jefus to receive his fpi- 
rit, and even praying for his murderefs. Again, 
we read of the Holy Simeon, who after he had en- 
joyed his heart's defire, which was to fee our 
bleiTed Savior, the hope of Ifrael, and which had 
formed the prayer of all his life ; convinced by 
faith, that the truth of God's promife was now 
fulfilled, he took the infant Jefus in his arm^ 
and embracing him, exclaims. Lord now let me de* 
fart in peace according to thy wordy for mine eyes have 
Jeen thy Jdhation^ which thou haft prepared before the 
face of all people i a light to listen the gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Ifrael. He retains no further 
value for any worldly happinefs, but cheerfully re- 
figns himfelf to the fate that had been before re- 
vealed to him ; and to conclude the fcriptajral 
evidence of the chriftian*s hope and confolation oa 
ithis fubjed, attend to what our Lord fo plainly 
fays in the vth of John, ver, 24. Verify verily I fay 
unto you y he that heareth my wordy and believeth in him^ 
that/ent me, hath everlajling lifcy and fhall not (ome into 
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cwtdemnatimy hut is faffed from death to life. Doubt- 
lefs that death ihould hot be reckoned terrible^ but 
frechus^ which wafts us inftantly to endlefs life; 
for >yhich reafon the prophet David faith, Pfal* cxvi. 
ver. 1 5 . Precious in tbeftght of the Lord, is the death 
of his Saints. 

With the grcateft truth therefore doth the church 
pronounce the end of the godly to be peace and 
bleJJiH^ when ftie' fpeaketh of the Chriftian*s de- 
parture from this world. Return unto thy refi^ O fny 
foul f for the Lord hath rewarded thee^ fa^th the Pfalmift 
in another place ; and we have both the tellimony 
of \iO\y writ, as well as the ancient hiftory of the 
martyrs, to confirm it, that fince our Lord's afcen« 
iion, numbet's have attained to fuch a fulnefs of 
faith, that tifey were free from doubt in the hour of 
death, but that their fpirits would go to Chrift^ 
who is the truth, and the life> and the way to gloiy 
and falvation. 

It is recorded by St. John in his divine Reveb- 
tion, xiv. I. 4. That he fa^ an hundred forty and fowr 
thoufand innocents, which follow the Lamh, Jefus 
Chrift, whitherfoever he goeth. And again, in vcr. 13. 
he faith, / beard a voice from heaven^ frying unto me^ 
Write : Blejed are the dead which die in the Lord^ thai 
fi)ey may reft from their labors, and their works da follow 
them"^. And as St, Paul aflures us in Gal. vi. 
8, 9. that he who foweth to tbeffirityjhallofthejpirit 
reap everlafUng life. Let this urge us nevtr to be weary 
in well-^oing, that when the happy time of reaping 
our reward fliail come (which is the day of our 
death) we may experience the bleffednefs of ever- 

lafting happinefs. Various are the fcriptural ex- 

« 

* Hence we fee the neceflity of les^ding a chriftiasi^ benerodent, 
and ufeful life, in that there is a promife of reaping with joy and 
comtort^ that which they fowed with labor ana pains ; a promife 
which can never belong to the churlijhy /fififi, greedy ^fitahfut^ and 
unfrofitable fervaut. 

hortations 
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hortations. to this end. As we han)e ^fportunttyj let 

tis dogdodUnto all meriy faith the fame apoftle. Gal. vi. 

|0. Our blelTed Savior's counfel is, not to lay up 

eur treqfures on earthy where themoth and rufi doth corrupt ; 

and which rull, as his fervant St. James affirms, v. 

3. fliall be a witnejs againji us at the great day, and 

pall devour our flifb as it were fir e^ that is^ fliall help 

to condemn us to final pnniftiment- If therefore 

we truly efteem our heft riches, we muft beware not 

to be found among the number of thofe miferable, 

covetous, and worldly-minded perfons, whom St. 

James defcribes as weeping and howling for themiferies \ 

that they have brought upon themjetvesy through a greedy 

and unmerciful treaftiring of their goods. Let us * 

t)€ware in time, and/^/ar rather follow the prudent 

example of the«Unjufl: Steward, that ^c may reap 

fome advantage hereafter by what is in our power 

now. Let us difcreetly employ the poflcflions com* 

mitted to us by God for a feafon, that we may truly 

hear and obey the commandment given us by 

Chrift bur Savior, Luke xvi. 9. I Jay untoyouy make 

toyourjelves friends of the mammon of unrighteouJneJs\ thai 

when ye fail (that is, when ye depart out pf this ' 

life) they may receive you into everlafting habitations *. 

They may prove one means, in obedience to God's 

commands, of ftiewing you faithful ftewards of the 

good things intrufted to you. Riches arc xalled 

unrighteous, only becaufe the world abufeth them to 

the promotion of folly and wickednefs : for other-' 

wife they are among the good gifts of God, and the 

valuable inftrument whereby his fervants do truly 

honor him, by well employing the fame. And in 

* Riches, as far as they engrofs the heart of man, and beconof 
the kiol of his a€e6^ioiis, are doubtlefs to be eikemed the unrightMus 
manfmon here meant ; but when employed in wprks of bmnantty and 
pietv^ they are capable of producing efi^^ that will prepare 
us for the enjoyment pf a more valuable. fiewardQiip* If we are 
careful of our earthly things, God will tiuil u$ with heavenly 
ihmgfi. 

another 
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jinocher fenfe, w€ may interpret this command to 
^i&if effedt^ we are thereby injoined not to employ 
<)ur fortune in making rich friends, or merely to 
procure high dignities, and worldly promotions. 
We are not to wafte our fubftance in expenfive gifts 
to rich men, who have no pofitive need of fuch ad- 
dition to their ftore, but we aretoufe them fo as to 
fnake us friends among' the foor and unfortunate 
.portion of our feilovv-creatures, unto whom what- 
soever is giveft, Chrift taketh it as given to bvmjtlf* 
And upon this defcriptioa of friends, our Lord 
beftoweth fuch high honor and pre-eminence in his 
Gofpel, that he faith they Ihall receive ail fuch their 
benefadors into ^verUfting dwellings ; which feems 
to intimate that had the rich man been merciful to 
La.zaru4 in this life, he^ inflead of adding to' his 
torment, (by being beheld, in a place of happineis 
the other could never obtain) might have been com- 
miilianed as a grateful meffenger to condud and 
wclcopie his former benefacSlor to his reward*. 
Npt that we are to difplay our mercy and generofity 
with a view of being commended and rewarded by 
men^ but it muft proceed from the hve of Chrift^ and 
in grateful confideration of his unbounded good- 
nefs towards us. And great is the encouragement 
to increafe the number oi fuch friends^ fince our 
Savior teftifieth in thefe words. Matt. vii. 5- 
Whaifoever yehave done totbeJelittUones thai believe in me^ 
ye bavedpne ii unto fnyjelf. We cannot therefore be tdo 
-diligent to preferve our charity from growing cold, 
and.to cherilh that faith and hope in <jrod's 4>ro- 
tedlion, which our Savioj Chrift holds forth to ^n* 

* Doubtlefr, beneficent anions wrought on cfififtiJaii priaciples, 
^iil be ^ m^aiis of preparing us for the promifed reward. Nor is 
It improbable that the fpirits of thofe afBiHed brethren that have 
been befriended by \is dufing their day of heavy trial here^ may be 
l^t^\^A\^%^v^^Qi'^ mutual oomforc^ to iiitrodoce -the fpifili of 
ihgir onoe coa^ergte.bcnefadofs ii^ the realms of Uifsnil ntci- 
fcutfoa, , 

•courage 
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courage us in this duty. On the contrary, let us 
daily ftrive to (hew ourfelvcs true fervants of our 
Heavenly Father, by keeping his commandments ; 
by doing all manner of kindnefs to our diftrefled 
neighbours ; by relieving their wants to the bell of 
curabilities; their ignorance with our knowledge 
and learning ; and defending them from wrong by 
our power and authority. Let us be earneft to warn 
all men from the error of their ways, by pious ad- 
vice and good example, and perfevering in all well- 
doing as long as we live. Whoever is careful to 
cxercife thefe duties need never feir death, for any 
of the caufes that have been fpecified, nor indeed 
for any other that can be imagined ; but on the con- 
trary, by duly weighing the following confidera- 
tions, it will greatly help to lighten the terror of 
the conflict, and render the paflTage eafy. 

When therefore the apprehenfions of a difor- 
dered nature are ready to afflidt and opprefs the foul, i 

and to magnify the terrors of bodily diflblution, it 
will afford an ufeful exercife to the defponding 
mind, to review the various politive evils of the 
prefent life; to dwell upon its trying misfortunes^ 
trouhlesy znd vexations ; to weigh the dangers of our 
ferious warfare, and hazardous pilgrimage; the 
powerful diificulties that the fpirit encounters in 
si(^ing properly, through the temptations of a weak vj 

and perilhing body. Again^ when we refleft Opon / 

the numberlefs forrows we have already endured, . '' 

and to which, we are inceflantly fubje<9: while in the 
fleih ; the ruinous treachery of a vain world on all ^ 
•fides ; the felfiihnefs, the worldly love, tht violence 
of the paflions which aflault us in profperiiy ; the 
impatient nlurmuring of faithlefs difcbntent we 
difcover in dijirefsi all which combine to draw us 
from God, and a dependence on our Savior Chrift ; 
in truth, 'from our very beft treafure, the hope of 
everlafting life. When Yit alfo take into the ac-^ 
count, the innumerable attacks of our jTubtle and 
•- , bufy 
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and bufy enerpy, with all his fiery darts* of /f/Vi?| 
envy, lufty amotion, and varn-ghry, atid hfs unwearied 
art inprefenring thofe vices to trs' which domofi eajily 
lejet our conftitution \ to which we* may add, the 
lafiy and moft pcrhicipus'of al] his fatarl fnares, a 
defpair of recovery and tpcrcy. By which diabo- 
lical ftratagems he entices thofe into his fervice^ho 
^e. off their guard, going'about a^ a roaring; Jipn» 
feeking whom he may ht permitted to devour/ 
Who, I fay, when he thoroughly contemplates 
thefe feveral perils to which the Chriftian is ex- 
pofed, as long as he continueth on earth, btfides the 
mifery of the confliS: and when, on the othef hand, 
he indulged the pleafant thoughts of that abundant, 
fure, and inconceivable delight which is for ever* * 
increafing the blefled and comfortable ftate of the 
heavenly life to come, the happy condition of thofe 
who depart in the Lord, how they are delivered from 
the burden of this mortal aqd finful body, from all 
the above diftrefsful calamities, to live in peace, and 
joy, and endlefs glory, in the fellow fhip of innume^ 
rable angels, and the fociety of pcrfe<5t and juft 
men, fuch as holy patriarchis, prophets, arid mar- 
tyrs : in fhort, even in the prefence of Almighty 
God, and our Savior Jefus Chrift. Any one who 
will duly and frequently draw this comparifon, and 
is likfwife eftablifhed in the true faith of God, fo 
. as; to believe the one from the bottom of his heart, 
as fully as he knows the other by experience ; and 
efpecially if he poflefles a quiet confcience, a fted-\ 
faft hdpe, ^ftd an humble truft in God's mercy, 
through, the merits of Chrift Jefus, that he may 
obtain this land of everlarting peace and fafety, h^Pi. 
moft certainly will find it a valuable remedy againft 
the fears of bodily death, whenever the hour of dCf 
parture comes. And as furely as St. 'Patjl ^did, 
fo lliall all fuch (in due fubmidion to the will of. 
God) experience a hearty wifti to be delivered from 
Wot. I. M every 
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every opportunity o{ further evil, and to live for ever 
to God's ple^fure, without the poffibility of of- 
fending the glorious Author of their redemp- 
tion.. To whofe gracious prefence, may the 
Lord of his infinite goodnefs and mer(;y bring 
us alii to reign with Him in everlafting glory. 
To whom,, with pur ,, Heavenly Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, be all praife and dominion, world 
without end. Amen, .: . . / 
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DISCOURSE XII. 



An Exhortation concerning good Order y. and Obedience ; 

to Rulers and Magijiratesi -.' . v '^ ^ 



• « ^ 



Ep. to Titus iii. i. 



. i 



Pu^ them in mind to hefubjeSl to principalities and powisrs, 
to obeymagiftrates, to be ready to every good work. 

< ■ 

IT requires but little obfervation to be convinced, 
that Almighty God hath created and provided 
for all things in heaven, upon earth, and in the wa- 
ters under jhe earth, in a moft excellent and perfedi; 
order. — In hfeaven he hath appointed various and, 
diftindt ranks of angels, and archangels: on earth 
he hath eftabliftied princes and kings, and inferior 
officers, and rulers of different difcriptions, all in 
valuable fubordination, for the general benefit of 
the community.-— In the firmament, or upper re- 
gions of the air, we fee the fun, jrjdoit, ftars, rain- 
bow, thunder, lightning, clouds, and wind;* all 
afting under certain regular laws, as to their motion 
and appearance ; and the inhabitants of the lower 
regions of the air, the feathered race, equally dif-. 
cover fubjedlion to a law of their nature, .which 
demonftrates the admirable wifdom of the Creator's 
power. Even the earth, and the brute creation which 
dwell upon it, with. the treesj plants, feeds, herbs, 

M 2 corn. 
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corn, and'grafs which nourifli it; in fliorr, the whole 
vegetable world. doth manifefta degree oi order. — 
Again, the different feafons, and all parts of the 
year, as winter, fummeri months, nights, and days> 
each follow the other, and return in orderly fucccf- 
lion : in like manner the waters that are above the 
earth, are no lefs iinder providential governance, 
and defcend upon it in ufeful portions an4 due 
ftafon: while rivers alfo, with^^r waters, fprings 
and fountains, nay even the vaft ocean, preferve 
an uniform and well appointed courfe, and the nu- 
merous kinds, of fifli, which inhabit this latter ele- 
ment, arc wonderfully direded by peculiar regula- 
tions. Laftly, man hini/e/fdoih in an ejfecial manner, 
difcover the mod beautiful ord^ in his formation : 
every part, both inwardly and outwardly, of which 
he is compofed, as heart, mind, memory, fpeech^ 
and underftanding; every particular bodily mem- 
ber doth teftify the moft neceflary and ufeful dif- 
ppfition. Further, when we confider man, the 
wonderful and finilhing adt of God's creaijion, i? 
the light oi ^ focial htingi all ranks of people, iii 
} their feveral callings, have a duty appointed them, 
according to order ; fome are of high eftate, as kings^ 
princes, and magiftrates; fome have a lower ftate. 
allotted them, as fubj efts and inferiors; thefcmay 
be again diftinguiflied by different degrees of fubor*^ 
dinar ion to each other; under the refpedlive clafleSf* 
of clergy and laity, hulbands and wives, parents, and 
children, rich and poor, mafter^andfervant6!;.eveiy 
one of whom, have need of each other's help, fo 
that in all things the wife contrivance of the Crea^ 
tor can never be too much admired or praifcd : 
without thefe depending ties no houfe, city, govern- 
fnent, or fociety could flourish or continue; with- 
out the blefllng of order, nothing but abufes, licen- 
tious manners, oppreflive injuftice, fin and con*- 
fufion can be expected ; remove kings, princes^ 
judges, and fuch high officers, as the providence 

of 
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of God hath been pleafed to effablifh over dif- 
ferent ftates, and no one would be liife; we fhould 
not be able to travel with fecurity , or to flccp In our 
own beds, without danger; no man wOtjld long 
preferve his family or property in peiacc^ all things 
would become common, and, as the certain cphfe-* 
quencc, all manner of public mifchief and diforder 
muft take place, with the utter dcftrudlion of foul, 
body, property, and good government ; but blcflcd 
be Almighty God, that we in this kingdom fetl nbt 
the terrible calamities, MTongs, and wretchcdncfs, 
which all people mill: experience, who are without 

" the blefljngs of a wife and well conftituted ftatc: 
never can we fufficiently adore His Holy name, who 
hath fo amply vouchfafed to us the precious be- 
nefits we have long enjoyed : this fhould lead us, 
by the united ties of duty, gratitude^ and intcreft, 
to jftrive in tilt things to glorify our Maker, and 

"^ engage him to continue fuch fingular faVor te us, 
and nbt by oUr thoughtlefs and licentious courfes, 
provoke him to correft us for the abu/e of them^ 
this we cannot but own, with juft concern, \% X6o 

\ much the cafe of many who partake tht gracious 
bobnty, who by their injurious and fatal influence 
onfociety, contribute to draw down national vifita- . 

* tions. Wfc cannot be too fenfible of God's great 
gbodnefs, in the valuable gift of fo. excellent a 
//. ^K^vereign as Ke" hath appointed to reign over iis 
Jbr many years, arid efpecially for the late miracii- 
lous prefervatioh of his life*; by which he is 
further inftrumental, under God, in dealing oiit 
thefe various comforts to his pedple. We Ihould 
b0 duly thankful likewife to the giver of every gobd 
gift, for bleifing us with an upright, wife, and 
profpcrous council, 2iV\d other fupenors, and their 
refpedive officers in fcrvitcable fubordination. 

♦ ndivcted about ^he f}me of the Jtiflg's happy recovery fiom his 
ftt^rmiiig indifpofition. • -^ , . . ' 

¥3 Surely, 
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Surely, it is the bounden duty of every good and loyal 
fubjedl to give continual and hearty thanks to God 
for thcfe his mercies, and pray mod earneftly for 
the prefcrvation of all good order. Let us then 
make it a point of conjcience to obey fincerely, all 

.the wife proceedings, flatutes> and proclamations of 
our lawful governors, with every other decifion for 
the public welfare;, and as a principal motive to 
ilrengthen our duty in this refped, let us confider 
* the infpired word, of God, which perfuades and 
commands us, in many parts, bcfides the text, t;o 
be obediently fubje<5l,/r;?, and chiefly, to the king's 
moft excellent Majefty^ who is the fupreme go- 

. vernor of the land, and next to all who are placed 
in authority under him^ v/ho rule by tKe perm i (lion of 
Divine wifdom and goodnef§.. .We fhould refleA, 
that God is the only author and provider of all thefe 

j various ranks and offices among men; Prov. viii. 15, 
^16^ jBy me (faith God, in the charafter of fove- 

* reign wifdom,) do kings reign, and princes decree jujlice — 

bj me princes rule^ and nohleSy even all the judges of the 

' \ earth: hence we fee clearly, that thefe elevated pofts, 

., and the iauthority of kings, with the laws and of- 

,, fice§ they enadV, are to be confidered properly as 

^ the ordinances of God, and not of man, and there- 

. fore is this duty fo very neceflary to be obferved. 
Further, it may be a ufeful confideratipn,'in order to 
prompte it amongft us, to rememl^rer always,, that 

.^.the advantages of good orderare faid to be viftted 

ejpecially on thdfe who hve God: I hve them that love 

. . m£y faith the Lord; this will keep us on our guard 

from ungratefully offending him" ; and we may con- 

; fidently conclude, from the words of Solomon, vi. 

' Wifd. I, 2, J, that a king's power and ftrength^ as 

. cxereifed in the happy government of a people, is 
art'elTential bleiling from God, bellowed out of the 
riches of liis goodnefs,,Tor the prefent comfort of 

^^.tgTOpor.al neceflitie^.; Idear ye kings, and underjlandi 
karn/ye that be judges of the ends of thi.ei^thi Give ear^ 
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ye that rule the feopky and glory in the multitude of 
nations: For power is given you if 'the Lord, andfotfe-* 
reigntyfrom the TTtgheft. We may colledt alfo from the 
fure word of God, that as thefe high officers do owe 
their appointment to the providential diredidn of 
the Almighty, fo it is incumbent on them diligently 
to apply thehfifelves to the neceflary knowledge for. 
the government of the people committed to their 
care; and to confefs, according to the truth of 
fcripture, that both their power, and the continu-^ 
once of it, is due to his decrees alone, and not de- , 
pending on the will of any foreign potentate what- 
foever> who may pretend to a right of fupremacy . 
over different ftates; as formerly was ufurped by 
the See of Rome. We read in the xxxiid. Deut. and 
35th, ^0 me belongetb vengeance and recompencei and^ 
it is mod true, that all puniftiment belorigeth unto 
God ; but as in all God's dealings with mankind> he 
maketh ufe of fuitable inflruiHents to efFedl his pur- 
pofe, fo.we muft reafonably interpret this fenteJncc 
to convey a; deputation of judgment to legal ma- 
giftrates, who through his providence doadminifter 
juftice as his fervants, inflidling falutary and occa- 
fional punilhment on earth. Theparts of fcripture, 
therefore, which in the letter feem to- take' from 
chriftians the right Of judgment and puniftiment, 
or the power over life and death, are ^thus to be in^ 
terpreted ; ^ that no man of his own private authofity isO 
to judge; punifh, or kill another ; but that all judg- 
ment is to bcjeferredtb God,, through thofe whom 
he has appointed his regular miniftefs, to execute the 
laws. Such are kings^ and rulers, and the judges' 
under them, which are to be eftee^dd as the officers 
of the Almighty, employed iii the adminiftratiort' 
of juftice, for the'benefit of mankind ; and who,.by* ' 
the pjaineft' words of ^fcripture, lender the above 
authority, may employ the fwbrdy thus"granted' 
them by God: St. Paul, the chofen fervant of our 
Savior Chrift, whdfe precepts fureiV deferve^Vc- 
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fpcd from aU whp bdaft the name pf Cbrijiians^ 

fiAce they \fere infpircd by the fpiritof the Lord 

hitr»fe4fj fpeaks thus exprefsly to this point, in the 

fifii verfe of the xiiith chapter of jthe Romans, L^et 

ever^JmlieJubjeSI untpth^ higher powers y for there is no 

fp^mer hut ef Qod^ t^hep&wers th(U be^ are ordained (f 

G^d' v^hofoeveHi tbereforey r^fifteth the power ^ reftfteth tbe^ 

drdimtnce of God ^ and th^ thsi refift fhall reeeive to them-* 

f elves damnation*. Fpr irulers, iaitb he, 0renot a terror 

to gifod works, hut to the evH ; wilt thou, not he afraid rf 

the po^oTi do welly and thou fhalt receive praife of the 

Jame^ for be is the mnijier of God to thee for good^ but if 

ik^u do that which is evU^be afraid, for he htareth not the 

JViord in vdin, for be is the minuter of God » a revenger to 

ekemte wrath upon hin^ that dof^ evil; wherefore, je mu/i 

needs befubjeSl not only for wrath hut aljo^ for confeience 

fake\ and even for this fau/e fay ye tribute' alfo, fov they 

off^e God's minifters, ^tfnding continually ifpon this very 

thing. .\ 

Being thus clearly inftrtxftcd by this chofen veffel 
of Gpd, that alLperfons (for npne, as Stt Gbryfoftom 
obferves, are excepted* neither pricft, prophet, or 
^poftle) are in confcience bound to fhew fubjedion 
2^nd obedience to the higher powers, thus commif- 
ijoncd us it were by the Almighty, as his officers 
or deputiesi and to whom they are indebted > for 
every exercift of power; it becomes all rnen to be 
peaepably andfubmiflively inclined to>vards thbfe 
i¥ho. ^rc providentially fet over them, left they be 
feijnd to rebel even againft God, as wi^U as againft 
roenj an^ f her€;by inc(ir that dreadful punifhment al* 
rfady den&unc^ againft thedjfobedi^nt, and all wha 
\rilfuliy reiift. tHis general power ; fince in fo doing, 
%\^Y refift RQt m/gft, but God; not hujnan invention, 
p\^ tho' wife provifion of the Alniighty fpr theiri 
goqds Go^*$ord&i power, and decrees. . 

f i- . > . ^ 

_ f It \% |vi||i^rk^k t^at he is here ad^reffin? his countrymef^ 
l^.ef the gQvernment of a foreign poiver, '(tvtn a heathen iwajrj 
Whkh howcvcj: h^ti^ permitted b^ God, they were to obey iox peace 
mi mkiettcejake. ^- • - 

• SECOND 
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SECOND PART. 



HtNCE it appears, that as the fupreme governor 
hath created and difpofed all things in holy order, 
it is highly incumbent on all communities and 
ftates, to imitate and preferve that order, by cherifh- 
ing cAedience to the powers, laws, and ordinances 
that are eftabliftied; lince it has been lhewn> that 
rulers of every denomination, fubfift under the will 
of God> for the purpofes of promoting peace and 
happiriefs in the world. And on the very fame 
groundj all magiftrates fliould learn to govern ac* 
cording to God^s laws; fince the people are fubjeft 
to obedience upon that principle, and confidering 
ibetn as the minifters of God, do not oppofe autho*» 
xity, through any private plea of per/onal evil in 
the officers tbernfelves* The argument of the apoftle 
then is clearly levelled againft every degree of un- 
lawful refiftance from fubjedls and Inferiors againft 
fuperior powers, for his words do plainly conilruc 
it rebellion againft God. And in the fupport of this 
dodtrine, wc have the example of Chrift himfelf, 
and his apoftles, who though they received many 
and heavy injuries from the unbelieving, wicked 
rulers of thole days, yet we do not read that they 
/encouraged fer/ofial rcfentmcnt, or endeavored to 
pxcite fejdition or rebellion againft confirmed autho* , 
rity*, as this would have been inconfiftent with 
a religious refpcdt towards the general appoint- 
ment of God's providence: on the contrary, it is- 

. . * TTiis ftrikea at the political intrigues of powerful and intcreftcd 
fiates, who may judge the peculiar government of other iiations 
4C)cceptk)Babk to their viewA^ and thence endeavor to excite difguft 
and difio^^q^ieace iftlhc iQiadiiof difcontented fubjeOs, againft their 
lawful princes^ ... " . ' 

recorded 
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recorded of them, that they patiently endured much 
trial and vexation, flanders, penalties, and even 
death itjelf without creating tumult or refiftance, 
Tb^ commhted their caujeto him that judgeth righteoufy^ 
and prayed for their enemies ea'meftly and fincerely. 
They confidered the authority of the power in 
being as God's ordinance, and therefore taught 
obedience to it, both in word and deed. The 
heathen judge Pilate, faid to Ohrifti Knoweji ti^ou not 
that I have power to crucify thee^ and power t9 releaf^ 
thee? Jefus anfweredy 'thou couldji have no power at all 
agmtftmey except it were given thee from above , where- 
by our Savior teacheth plainly^ that rulers, who in 
fome refpcfts may juftly be ftiled wicked, muft yet 
be honored in a general lights as having their power 
from the Almighty, by whofe providence they, arc 
appointed to their feVeral ftations, and to whom 
they are accountable. It is not lawful, therefore, 
for fubjeds to refill that power, -although it be im- 
properly exerted on occafion, and much lefs is it 
juflrifiable to oppofe godly and chriftian governors, 
who do not abufe their power, but employ it to their 
Maker's glory, and the general welfare of their 
people.— In a lower order of government wc find 
the apofl:le St. Peter commanding fervants to be 
fubjeSf to their mafters with all fear ^ not only to the good 
and gentle y but even to the frcward i affirming that riie 
duty of the chriftian charafter, is to be patient un- 
der all events, and this upon the principle, that 
all on this fide the grave is a fcene of trial for a 
better ftate ; and after advancing the pattern of our 
blefled Lord, before adduced, ne exprefles hiiiifelf 
further in thefe words : . i Pet. ii. 1 9.. For this is thank 
worthy y if a man for ccnfcience towards Gody endure grief 
'fuffering wrongfully ; for what glory is it if when je be 
buffeted for your faults, yefhall take it patiently y . but if 
^henye do well, and fuffer for it^ye take it patiently y this 
is acceptable with God, far. even hereunto were ye called^ 
hcaiye Chriji alfofuffered for us^ kaviwg us an example 

"' '• that 
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that we Jhould follow his ^eps:'^AT}dT)2iwidzlfo, who 
was niany times moft cruelly and unjuftly per- 
fecuted by king5aul,'doth teach us the fame leflbn; 
for though he was frequently put in danger of his 
very life by that prince> and the people he employed 
againft him; yet he never refilled, or attempted 
violence even againft his determined enemy: on 
the contary, he difcovered the moft faithful fervicc 
to him as his fovereign : a ftronger proof of loyalty 
cannot be produced, than what his conduft Ihewed, 
• when by an accidental circumftance the providence 

• of God delivered the king into David's power; for 
though when in the fame cave, unarmed, he might 
have flain him without danger to himfelf yet Aii^ould 
he neither take that eafy advantage over him, or 
fuffer any of his fervants to do him harm: but 
with a confcioufnefs of human frailty,' that doth 
honour to his fidelity, and his truft in God's pro- 
tedlion, he made this prayer to heaven againft the 
danger of temptation that was thrown in his way, 
by the advice of his attendants ; And befaid unto his 

- men, the Lord forbid j or the Lord keep me from doing this 
thing unto my majiery the Lord's anointed, to firetch forth 
fny hand againft bim^ feeing he is the Lord's anointed^ 
I Sam. xxiv. 6. And in the xxvith chapt. and loth 
verfe of the fame book, we fee him again interfer- 
ing to fave the life of the king his'' enemy, when he 
was greatly in his power, being afleep in the place 
where David found him ; and the temptation even 
ftronger than when the opportunity was afforded him 
of cutting off the king's garment, without his know- 
ledge. For when David heard that Saul was come 
after him into the wildernefs, he and Abifhai came 
by night into Saul's tent while he was afleep ; and 
bis /pear fiuck in the ground at his bolfter, and Abner 
and his people lay round about him. Thus /aid Abifhai 

• to David, God bath delivered thine enemy into thine 
. band this day ; now therefore let me /mite him once, I pray 

"thee, with my/pear^ evrntotheeartbatonce^andlvM 
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not Jmite him thk Juond time ; meaning that he would 

have-killed him with a7^/?^< and have made him 

' fafe for ever. And David Jaid to Abijhai^ dejiroy bim 

not : for who can fireuh forth his handagainft the Lord's 

aminted and be guilt lefs? And Da'Oid f aid furthermore, 

m the Lord liveth the Lord fhall fmite him, or bis day 

Jhall come to die; or he Jhall d^fcend into battle and fe- 

rifb^ The Lord forbid that I fbould ftretcb forth my hand 

\ ' J^g'^^^^fi the Lord's anointed ; but do thou take the /pear 

; Jhat is at his head, and the erufe of water ^ and let us go, 

\ And they did fo. Now this affords another 

K proof of the fenfe David entertained of his loyalty 

I and duty to hi^ fovereign, and that he did not con- 

\ Geive himfelf juftified in hurting the perfon of the 

king, whom, the providence of God had appointed 

^ a^ the higheft officer of the country. And Ihould 

.any one ftart an objedion and fay that David might 

? have (lain him lawfully in his own defence, \ would 

, reply, that David -appears fully pcrfuaded of the 

! contrary, for he confidered the fovereign in a religi^ 

efus light, as deputed by God to govern, and hiim- 

felf merely ^s ,0, fubjeSl , and not his equal; even 

though he was then in great favor with the Lord, 

and the king his enemy, under divine diffk^ure'* i 

therefore David refrained from hurting his prince, 

both from the dictates of his own confcience and 

the fear of offending God. He refpe6led him for 

his o£icefake, and knew that he wa^ referved by the 

dignity of his ffation to the puniftiment %nd judg- 

. inent of God* atone t. By thefe examples David 

♦ He confixkred alfo, that God could never juftify a faithful and 
upright fervant in becoming the executioner of his wraftli, >Vithtiut 
fiarme ^frefs Uuthority^ as in fo doing \it wbtild tratifgrefs ag?inft nit 
fAiifitiv^ duty and folemn oslfh M altegiaUce, Whick would b^ iDCdn« 
fifWnt \*ith tlie ^nrnty and wifdom of God'^ prior iommands. 

+ If this was no^ tight, any turbulent and wicked perfon might 
take vengeance with his own hands upon an imaginarj', no Itfs 
' tftan rw/wrong, and the facred life of m%#j^ fee in <:6ntJ^ual dsln- 
gri'^ andinrtlmig cara.mote fuJJy.iheji^rthq. convii^ion of Pavid on 
this point tnan his praying (fo often and earneftfy that he might 
have grace a^nd powei^ to retiil the dangerous temp^atioii. 

(who 
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(who in Scripture^ is called by way of favorite 
diftincflionj the m^n after God's own heart) affords 
a general leffbn to all fubjccSts not to rebel againft 
their lawful king, nor to take arms agiinft him but. 
of any malice, or private ill will, fince by God*s au- 
thority he alone beareth the fword for the mainte-" 
nance, of goodt and punifhment of evil*,. Thi^ 
doiftrine is likewife Supported by angrther remarka- 
ble ftory^ which we fixid related in the firft chapter 
of the fecond book.o^ Samuel : for wheo an Anoa- 
iekite ha<^ kiHed king Saul, even by his own d^tr^y 
and came to David, fiipppfing to have received both 
thanks and recompence, fbr having flain hi^ deadly 
cnemy> and accordingly fet out in bafte to relate thf 
circ^mftance, and ia confirmation of the acftipn^ 
bad brought with him the royal crown and bracelet^ 
the holy David was fo far from rejoicing at this 
loews, that he immediately rent his clothes/ in token 
of his anger, and. mourned,, and wept. And hi^ 
Jaid unto the Amalekite, £few/ wafi thou nut afraid 
to firetcb forth thw(^hand to d^Jlrcy the Lord^s anointed?. 
And Daxid cauftd one of his fer^vants to flay the 
meiTcngQr,. faying,, l:hy blood Be on thy head^ for thm 
<^wn mouth, k^lb tejiified againft tbee^ faying^ I bav^ flain 

* Should an argyment be advanced in oppoiition to this doc- 
trhie, that ds the ngure and /aOiion of the world changes with re- 
gard to political coniHtHtions, and< that under eftabliihments of 
mtitual e]juyigenient> evi^ thp clHcf rulers- may fubje^ tlieipfelVcf 
to ax:ontroQl» wblqh in certain cafes licqnfes the fubjedt to i:empnr 

•- filiate and iiipport the covenanted, rights, without fuch a pofitivjs 
infringement of God's commands: To this I would anfwer, . 

j&^At t^efe are points Khali not pretend ta invefttgate or determine 
here^-AyMK QxAy to maintain from the exprefs ward of God, thait 
whatfpever difcontented and turbulent innovators may obje^, 
through the infiuAce of wild and worldly principles, the formet 
doftrine in the Homily is fully fupported by that authority ; antd 
ihdt fbrbeafanee zn^ fe€^e 2^ as poiitfvely commauded upon.Gpfpal 
-grounds, in a general fjtvjk,^ as they are in a more confined degree 
with refped to the private paflions of lawlefe ambition^ re^fngty 
pride ^ malice y contention ^ or any other evil -difpofition,, which froih 
<l falfeand depraved nature, we are tQQ:apt to harbour againft eadi 

tbt 
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the Lord's anointed. • This is a fingular indance, in 
what a facred light the charadlerof majefty is held 
in Scripcui*e, and that we are in no cafe to tranfgrefs 
t;he primary laws of God on any plea whatever, that 
is irreconcileable with the purity of the fpirit they' 
contain. And the clcarnefs of this teftimony dif- 
covers the exceflive ignorance, madnefs, and wick-* 
cdnefs for fubjedts to oppofe their fovereigil Lord, 
who is appointed by God^s goodnefs for their be- 
nefit and peace. But though this is undeniable, we 
are not to underftand, that we are to obey kings, or 
itiagiftrates, or any other power, (even our own fa- 
thers) in any thing that contradiSls the lazvs of God. 
\ In fuch a cafe, we may fay with the Apoftle, fVer 
cugbt father to obey God than rnan. But; no authority 
can be produced from Holy Writ to warrant open 
rebeliion againft our rulers,, or any feditious tumult 
by force of arms, or otherwife ; but in 'any fuch- 
cafe, we nluft patiently endure the wrong, leaving 
the judgment of our caufe to him who judgeth 
rightepufly, left in attempting to redrefs a private 
injury, we ftiould aflift in bringing a torrent of 
blood and evil on the land. And if you need any 
fiirther teftimony of the fin of all rebellion in cvery^ 
Ihape, God's vifitation upon traitors is abundantly 
alarming in various inftances. Firft call to mind 
the terrible example of Corah^ Datban^ and Ahiram, 
as recorded in Numbers xvi. ; that others for the 
fame fault )vere entirely confumed by fire fent froni 
God; fome were puniflied by the foreft of all 
- difeafes for their perverfe and difobcdient conduct 
towards their fuperiors ; while others wereftung to 
death t)y Jerpents of an extraordinjuy nature; at 
another time, no lefs than fourteen thoufand and 
feven hundred were deftroyed in one day by the 
infliftion of a heavy plague, in confequencc of their 
obftihate rebellion againft their lawful rulers; and 
laftlyi to clofe the. melancholy account of God's 

difpleafprc 
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difpleafure againft this hateful fin, we find that 
Abfalpm^ for rebelling againft his king and father, 
David, was punifhed by a fudden, and' moft remark- 
able death. 
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THIRD PART. 



Thus hath it been fhewn you, from thefeTeveral 
awfulexamples of holy fcripture, that it i^ the pofitivc 
duty of chi-iftians to preferve order in fbciety, and 
ihew obedience to the lawful magiftrates of the 
land,' and that /i^/r being wicked iri their frivate 
cbara£Jer, is. no excufe for any ftditipn o^r *rebelliph<. 
Nor muft any exjpefl: to efcape iihpunifhed, |who 
comtnitteth or abetieth treafon or confpiracy agiainft 
the fovereign, whether in thought, word, or deed 5 
eithei: privately or in confederacy, for God ^ifl 
certainly provide at - laft, that fo deteftable a crime 
fhall be difcovered* and duly punilhed, as bfeing 
fo dirieftly levelled againft his own holy ordinance, 
'and the fafety of the principal judge his providence 
has ftationed. ' 

■ All violence done to fuch authority, is not only 
'injuring the peace and welfare of the ftatc, in which 
we live, biit it muft be confidered as affronting 
• God himfelf He whoje eyes ' are in every place difceming 
the evil and the good^^vfiW bring the works of dark- 
hefs itito light ; and reward the wicked according 
to their deferts: there is a remarkable faying in 
the xthchapt. of Ecclefiaftes, and 20th verfe, which 
is particularly applicable to this fubjeta, Curfe not 
the kingi ' np not in ihy thoughts ^ for that which hath 
wings pall tell the matter \ which intimates that by 
fome unexpedted -means it- will be found out. 

6 All 
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All thcfc admonitions are «rtaiinly recorded for 
our inftrudlion: let us therefore avoid as much as 
poflible even lift ening to zny mcafures that may pro- 
mote fo horrible a fin, and much more: ajiftrng in 
the leaft degree to countenance its progrefs* Calling to 
mind, on every occafion that may prefent tempta- 
tion, the various arguments that have been brought 
from fcripture to terrify and preferve us from har- 
boring fuch foul defigns. 

It is almoft needlefs at this time of day, to remind 
you, that under tht precaution which thefe various 
paflages exhibit to maintain obedience to fuperiors, 
and to d^ter the thoughtlcfs from: all rebellious 
pradice^ they in no refpetfl relate to thefalfe and 
fancied power of the See of Rome^ but only to the 
lawful fovereign of the land, under whom we live; 
for the word of Qod doth no where countenance 
filch ufurpation of power, as the pppifh biihop did 
vainly claim, in former times ; upheld by grofs 
abufes, and mod blafphemous pretentions ; on the 
contrary, the true end of all thefe fcriptural exana^- 
ples is to maintain and exalt the due refpe(fl to God's 
true ordinances, and the juft aHegiance to the higher . 
powers, and thofc appointed under them to aflift in 
peaceful government. As to the pope's pretended 
power, as founded in fucceffion of our Savior and 
St. Peter, it is overfet upon the very argument hy 
which it would fupport itfelf ; forbefides that there 
is no fufficient ground for fuch authoritie^i con- 
tained in holy fcripture,: its very fruits and doiftrines 
oppofe its claim. It has been abundantly Ihewn, 
that Cbriil and his apoflle. teach moft earneAly 
oiedience unto kings ^ as unto the chief rulers in this 
world, next to God/, whereas the doftrine of po- 
pery is that the people are under hinty and free 
from all fubjedtion and allegiance to their princes, 
but in irirtue of his fupreme authority.— ^Now as 
this is exprefsly contrary to the leflons of our 
blelTed Loxdi^ and his apoille^ he. rather defeives 

the 
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the title of anti'Cbrift, and fucccffor of the fcribes 
and pharifees, than the reprefentative of Chrift, or 
his fervant Peter. 

Again, his error is not confined to tbisipomi only, 
but in matters of the moil important articles of 
chridian faith ;' his doctrine is diredly contrary tp 
what our Savior taught, efpecially Ttfy^in^fardm 
of fin, and the (onditums of eternal life; for we fee 
that Chrift and ^t. Peter not only fr f ached hut prac-^ 
tifed 9bedience to the ruling powers. If is on record^ that 
they both paid tribute to the kings of the earth ; 
and we read that the holy virgin, and Jofeph her 
hufband, went at the command of the Roman Em~ 
peror to the city of David, named Bethlehem, to he 
taxed among others, whereby they declared their 
ubedience to the ruling magifira^ of the tinnie, and that 
in fubmillion to Divine injuniSion. And there is 
fomething ftill more fingular^ in the compliance 
of this highly fevoured woman, who though ihe 
was the chofen inllrument of becoming Chrift's 
forthly parent, and was even then in fuch a parti-* 
cuTar fituation, as might have well excufed fo in«- 
convenient a journey, yet from confcientious fub- 
jedion to the order of the itate^ i]he undertook it 
willingly, and fubipitted further (under the par« 
ticiular circumftance^ <^ f4L crowded a meeting) 
even X6 put up with a lodgii^ in a ftahk, in which 
only ihe coula be accoounodated for herapprgach- « 
ing ftate. But the language of Su Peter himfelf 
* }s exprefsly contraxy to the pope*s fupremacy^ as 
you may fee it in i Pet. ii; i^, Suimii yeuMues to 
every ordinance of man for the Lard^ $ fahe^whttmr te the 
king as Supreme, w unto governors, as unto them who 
are font hy him for the puuipment of evU doers, and for 
tbefra^e of them that Jo ^i^l: theie words arefo very 
plain s^ not to need t further /Cxpoiition* The 
apoille doth not fay fiihmit yourfelves t» mej as 
unto the fupreme he$dkthe chureh, neither docs he 
fny fubmit yonrf^ves* hereafter^ from time to %imt,, 
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to my Successors in Rome only, in that particuKr 
charadter, bur he particularly direfts us to the king 

r^as the SUPREME, and next, to them, whom he ap- 
pointeth in authority under him, forfo is the will of 
God, and therefore by fo doing ye fhall Ihew your 
jeadinefs to obey him. Thus is it evident that it is 
the pleafure of the Ahnighty, that the whole body 
of every nation, and all its parts and members, (hall 
be fubjeft totheir head, the king. St. Peter expreifcs 
himfclf thus, fdr the hordes fake ; St. Paul, for con^ 

Jciencefakei thereby declaring, in different terms, the 
binding duty of the fubjecft. Thus have we a clear 
rule, in the word of God, how to condud: ourfelves 
in this matter; we are to yield to the king, honor, 
obedience, the payment of tribute, cuftoms, love, 
and fear. Having therefore no excufe to prevent 
the ftridt difcharge of our allcgiartce, let us duly' 
ftrive to fulfil the fame ; to which good end, let u& 
continually pray to God, the fountain of all autho- 
rity and order, for eveVy one to whom fuch power 
is given by him. A more fuitable form cannot be 
chofen than that of the apoftle St. Paul, in i Tim. 
ii. I, I entreat thereforCy that firfi of all^fupplications, 
frayers, inter ceffions^ and giving of thanks , be made for all 
menyfor kings , and all that are in authcrity*, and why ? that 
we may live a quiet and^ peaceable life, in godlinefs and 
honejly: and alfo for another powerful reafon, becaufe 
fuch behavior is good and acceptable in the fight of God 
our Savior: which words of the apoftle may be thus 
paraphrafed or explained, in fuller terms: Let us 
humbly thank God at all times, for his great and 
excellent providence and bleffing concerning the 
ftate of kings ; let us pray for them that they may 
enjoy God's favor and protecflion; that they may in 
all things have him before their eyes ; that they may 
be endued with wifdom, fortitude, juftice, mercy, 
and zeal for the glory of their Heavenly Mafter, 
and his truth, and for the good of the realm they 

. govern,and all the people under them j let us pray 

•"^^ . . . . that 
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that they may rightly ufe the fword, or power 
given tjicm, for the prefervation and defence of the 
true chriftian faith, as contained in holy fcripture, 
as alfo of their good and faithful fubjeds, and to 
the fear and punifhment of every evil doer; let ut 
pray, that they may follow the examples of thofe 
celebrated kings and captains, recorded in the 
bible; fuch as Mofes, Jofiah, David, and others : 
and for curfehesy let us be equally earneft and de- 
vout in fuplication, that we may live godly, in all 
holy and chriftian converfation, fo that we may 
fecure God on our fide, and then we need not fear 
what man can do unto us ; fo fhall we live in true 
obedience to our moft gracious king in heaven;, 
and through his help perform all bounden fervicc 
to our chriftian and excellent prince on earth. So 
fliall we pleafe the Lord ; we ftiall enjoy the valua- 
ble bleflings of a quiet confcience, tranquility, and 
comfort, HERE, and after this life may promife our- 
felves eternal reft, and happinefs in heaven, through 
Him who was obedient for us all, even to the death 
of the crofs; even Jefus Chrift our Lord and Sa-f 
vior : to whom with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit; be all honor and glory, both now and fof 
cvej. Amen, 



N «. 1^1 S- 



/ ' 



/ 



iUdM&is^Ati^i^^iJtEi^aiid, m 



JjISGduilsfi imt. 



liXfffutfjt IVhntim and JUubery, 



i ^hesSalonIAks iv4 3d And 7th Vcrfc*; 

}^& ibis is she tifstt of GbJ, even year /4oS^atirii, tM 

ytni Jhpidd ahftdin/rmn fomicatm. 

IW* &od bath mi caMed us tmto mtlidmf/s, hu tmm 

• bolinefu 
f 

A MOKGthegireitviitieirofiJTeilgiou 
JnL f^^ finful pra<$ica irith which the age 
Sbounds^ tht abominable iins of adultery, whore^ 
d0^, ind ail iafcividafneis, have never perhaps 
been inpre prevalent than in our prdent day $ of 
ivfaich the commands of 6od, and nahie of Chiiii, 
ifure fcandalqufly di(honoured> and the dec4y of J^ure 
jTeiigion ia evidenced by the great dcclrafe of locial 

Seace and comfort in the wond. In fad truths the 
eftrufti VI? habit of thefc vices is^ arrived to fuch a 
. degree of general excefsj that with tnany they i^c 
hardly coi^dered in the Ugbt of vices, but onlf na-* 
' tuial indulgences/ the mere confequence of yduth« 
fuil paffion, and vivdcityw They are no longer rc^ 
, buked> but winked at; inftead of beih^ pMniihed» 
they arc become a matter of mirth andfroUci fo^ 
wWch reafon, while we are endeavoring by out ge- 
netal ipethod of inftrudtionj tp bring you toapro«^ 

N J per 
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per fenfe of your dangerous ftate by nature ; why 
you were fent into this world ; and what you muft 
expedl (\x^ coi^feqi^ence of youi: prefqit^gopd or bad 
condudlj'in thut world whkh- Is to-'l!tft-4br ever; 
while to this end we occafionally extol the value of 
all virtue, and exhort you againft the treacherous 
quality of. all fin; -it may be ufcful to .dwell more 
pointedly dt fome tinhes thaii'dthefs, oil particular 
vices ; and as this againft which the text exhortSj is 
now become fo common amongft us> and will 
juftly rendei^trs" fo* highly t?trtpatte in theeyeijof 
an all-perfe(5l God, it will be profitable to fet be- 
fore you the enormity of this lin ; how hateful it is, 
and.fitways has Ixeori. iri fh? ftghl .of the 41ipighty, 
and all truly pious peffons; and how feverely like- 
wife it hath been pimiflied,-both bv^^he law8*«f 
God, and difrereut lUtipns. I fhall then rproceed 
,^to.^fliew you the fever^l. remedies, whereby ^raoiigh 
^the grace of God) you may avoid this heiriou^ lin 
in all its Ihapes, and pafs your lives in uprightnefs 
and purity. . . _ .,.-,, 

' • -Firft then, that you rmy be th6r6ughl]^ afpired 
"tlfat 'f?)rnTcation, arid yr^.afcivioufncfs, a^e'4ndft 

• abominable crinfie^;you havtfonly dulyl:6conftdert|fe 

• pofitivecommandmcht'of God againff them^ "9%^ 
Jbak/ not ' eorimit ?Ju/tefy\ fays our Ke fled "^Maffcr, 
«^*when^ he declared TheftHtftbbedienceto thd law, "is 
''^It was a requifite towams art outward purity "of rnaft- 
^*ners. But the word Vhich marks tKisfiri 'forbid- 
■ den in the feventh commandriicht hath a mor^ j^- 
' fkral meaning than ovh^t is comrtnonly* affixed -t6'it, 
'-and which, foryour'-tTomplete inftrux^Hon, muff here 

be fully explained to you. In its conrlfiriedfeftftr, 
-the term' implies the criminal or uAlawful doft* 
nediiott of ' a married perfon with any -other, -be- 
lides thofc to whom, they arc folemhly united .m- 
r wedlock ; but according to its more exteniivcfig- 
' nifkation in the written word of God, it cldany 
-comprehendeth every wanton and luftful indtil- 
^gence, every lafoivious practice, which is incon- 

fiftent 
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fiftent with the purity of the chriftian charader ; fq 
that in this one conimandmcnt>,exprefsly forbidding 
adultery^ as the moft injurious excefs to which a 
luftful inclination can be carried ; the grcatnefs o£ 
the general fin of whoredom is included, and we are 
thereby direfted, howcaucioufly itfhould be avoided* 
by allprofefling any clairai to godlinefs of life. Ancl 
that none nnay think themfelves excepted from obcr 
dience to th^, commandment,^ whether young or oldj 
married or fingle, man or woman, h?ar what the 
Almighty Cod declarc^U by his holy fervant 
Mofes, Deut, xxiii. 17. ^htre^Jball be no wlpore of the 
daugbieni of JJraely ncr abminable or umUcin ferfon of 
the Jons $fI/raeL 

Thus you fee whoredom^ fornication, or unclean* 
nefs (the terms, made ufe of to .exprcfs.the vices 
here, condemned) are forbidden to all ki^ids of peo- 
ple, all degrees, and all.ages, without exception, or 
poflibje .plpa,of excufe.- And that uo doubt may 
be ei]tertaine^, but that this precept extends to all 
times and peopk, hear further what Chriii, the moflr 
pcrfedl tqacher of all truth, declareth in the New 
Teftam^nt, in the vth of St. Matthew, 27, 28. T'e 
have heard f faith he, that it was /aid by them of old time. 
Thou Jhalt not commit adultery y but I fay unto you, that 
whofoever lookeSh on a wcman to luft aftei^ her, hath corny- 
mitt ed OfduUery with her already in his heart ; that feat 
and fpring of every defire, good or bad. It is ob*- 
vious, t;hat in this lefTon our Savior ufeth the Mord 
adultery, in a general fenfc, to fignify all impure 
willies, which this degree of fin may ftir up- in the 
.mind, and which being willfully admitted and che^ 
riflied, require only opportunity to render them ac-- 
tually criminal. And hereby our Bleffed Lord 
doth not only confirm the law againft adultery, as 
given in the Qid Teftament by God, through his 
fervant Mofes, and by this decifion handeth it down 
to be continually observed by all true profeflbrs of 
hfs holy name, but by fo puK^an cxpofition of tlie 
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commandment^ he at the fame time condemnsr t\{t 
grofs interpretation of it by the fcribe^ and phari- 
teeSi who taught that it required only abftinencc 
frota t\it outward aS^ and did not extend to crimi-* 
nate the impure defire ; whereas Chrift's rule en- 
joins us to keep the inlide of the veffel clean ; tor 
ebfervc the ftrideft purity of heart, fo that not 
only out bodies (hould be undefiled, but our mind 
be equally free from evil thoughts^ loo(e defires, 
and every wilful advancement towards temptation. 
5incc then fo great a charge is laid upon us, how can 
we be acquitted, if we defpife this commandment ? 
Can a fervant juftly perform his own will in any 
thing contrary to the commandment of his maf-* 
ter? Is not Chrift our Lord? Are we not his fer- 
vants? How then can tve negledl our Matter's will 
and plcafure, and follow our oM^^n evil inclinations, ' 
without dread of punifhment ? Te are my friends, 
faith Chrift, who ebjeroe the things >vhich I com«* 
tnand you. The inference therefore is moft clear. 
Whilft we live in the commiffion of any wilful fin, 
we cannot account ourfelves to belong to Chrift r 
for the Apoftle alTurcs us. If any have mi the Jpiritf 
(of righteoufnefs) tbey are none of bis . Rom. viii. 9. 

Now Chrift, our Lord and Matter, hath pofi- 
tively commanded his fervants to forfake all lafci-* 
viDufnefs or uncleannefs, both in body and Ipirit r 
if therefore we intend to pleafe God, we muft ful- 
fil his law in this matter. We read in St. Mat- 
thew's Gofpel, chap. xv. ver. 2. that the Scribes and 
Pharifces were gricvoufly offended at Chrift, be- 
caufe his difciples in feme things trahfgrefled the 
liaw according to the traditiwd of the elderSi that 
is, thofe rules which were delivered down by 
memory as articles of 'rePigious and jayeceflkry prac- 
tice, and to be obferved by all who were friends* 
. to the jewifli ceremonies^ One of the nrfts pre- 
ferved by their t;radition was a frequency and iciu- 
pulous exa<flneis in wattung the nand^ and other 
' part» 
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pMt% of the body, before they iat down to tneati 
ftnd this it feems the dii4::ipl€& had negtei^ed doing % 
and there were fevcral other itnmatetial ciiflonig of 
the like nature^ in the obfcrvancc of which, fuper* 
itition and bigotry had rendered the formal ifts of 
che law extremely rigid. To this accufation our 
Lord returned for aniwcr, in the lOth verfci Beat 
and underjiand ; net that ivhkb petb hitc the mouthy tdi^ 
fil^tb a matt, ka that wbUb €meth out if the mcuib, thk 
difiUib the man. And in the 1 8th verfe he pro-^ 
ceedeth to particulars^ fsr the tbiugs Hfat ttre mtUireS 
iy the mouthy ccme from tbe btart^ mid tbey defile ibi 
fbe man: t^th, for mt' rf tbe heart froceed evU 
ihougbts^ tnurderSf adulteries, formatimx^ ibe/tSp fe^ 
njoitnejfes, blqfpbemies* Whereby it is plainly (hewxl^ 
that not ^nly thefe (everai crimes defile the Inan^ 
as being carried into pqfitive a&ion, Ymt, even tbe 
very evil thought of the heart, or the ^£g^ of aduU 
teryi defile or pollute the man. After this explana-^ 
tion by Chriil himfeif, no one furely can be fo dull 
as to reckon whoredom or fornication as matters 
of little confequence ; as articles of no confidera-* 
tion xtk the light of Cod. Chrift, who is the truth 
and the life, and who cannot poffibly deceive, 
^ures us^ that an inwanl encouragement of thefe 
•defires corrupt both the body and foul^ and inftead 
of their becomit^the temples of the Holy Ghoft, they 
thereby are converted into the temples of hariotS/ 
the filAy habitation of impure fpirits V ^nftead of 
cleanfing the heart for the admiffion of God's gpod 
fpirit, ttW degenerate into the dwelling places of 
Kis prcrfbfled enemy* 

Again, we read in the Gofpd of St. Jobn^ ttiat 
when the woman taken in adultery wa:» brought- 
to Chrift^ John viii. ii. and that no man had 
proved the accufation, h^ faid unto her, Gaand 
jfinffo more. Here is a pofitive declaration that 
whoredom isfm, and whstt is the^ward of fin un-^ 
repented of »nd unpardoned, but death eternal?' 

If 
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If whoredom therefore is fin, it ciannot be lawful 
to commit it: for St* John Giith^ be that conimit^ 
ieib Jin is of the devil* And our Savior faith, 
every one that committeth fin^ is thejervant, of Jin-, 
and if whoi*edom had not htcn fin, St. John the 
Baptifl: would hardly have rebuked king Herod^ 
for having taken.to him hi^ brother's wife ; whereas 
we know, that he told him plainly of his crime:* 
He was too upright to paft it ovci', even in iohigb 
apcrfon. He boldly reproved his .vicious courf(? 
of living at the cxpcnce of his owa Jibtrty, and 
chafe rather to ^, than to diflionor God by any 
warrant to break his pure commandment,-, or fuffer 
whoredom to ga.unpuniflied, even in the charader. 
of a Monarchy v.. , * 

Had this fin been? no more than a trifling fport 
of pailion, a mere frolic, and of no Terious conCer 
quenc£.(as many in thefe times arc too apt to think) 
John mufl: have been more than mad, to have 
Ihewn his difpleafure at Herod's condufti to have 
.fu\)je<5led himfelf to the miferies pf a prifon ; and 
to have fufFered death for obje<5ling to an adion of 
lb trifling a nature. JBut the holy Baptift was in*- 
wardly convinced of the exceeding great offence 
of this abominable fin in the eyes . of the Lord^ 
and therefore could not withhold hi* cenfure^ 
though the objedt 6f it wts a king. Now if this 
vice is not allowable in the prince, neither. can it 
be lawful in the fubjedt. If it is finful in a public 
ins^iftrate, it muft be equally condemnable in a 
private perfons ajid if It cannot be cqmmitted 
without offending God, by any of. thefe, then nei- 
thicrcan it be pijrmitted in any man or woman 
whatfoever. As another proof in what a heioo\is 
light this praftice was confidered> I would refer 
you to the fentenc^ of the Apoftles in Ads xv. 
: a8, 29, When they were aflcmbled at Antioch, in 
ftill congregation, in ortler to quiet the minds and 
confciences. of all the faithful difciples in that 
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f)kce, who had been, forely grieved through the 
falfe and burthenfome doctrines of certain jevvifh 
preachers, the fubftance of their confultation, 
M'hich they fdnt farrto the brethren, itas this : Tb^it 
itfeemtd good unto the Holy ' Ghoft, and to thent, to lay 
upon them no greater burthen than thefe necejfary things : 
among A^hich chiefly, was tc abjiain-frofn idols and 
formcatiOHi from tvhicb, fay iKey^ if ycu keep \yout^ 
fdvesy you Jhall do-welL It is here obfertable, that iH 
the endeavour of thefe hbly fathers ttf renddf the 
"warfare of their chriftian concerts as -eafy as pofli- 
bfe, one principal thing tnfifted on was abftinendt 
from fornication, whereby it is Evident, even from 
the teftimony of the Holy 'Spirit, by whoib all 
their cbbnfeU were infpired; that thiS'' fin w« 
equally' t?d* be Avoided with all the <whens 'mentioned 
in their thargt.' In other words; if idisjieceflSiry 
to faivation tto abftain from idolatry, :fo ieit» 
(htm *every defcri^ti'oli of whoredom* - Can iher^ 
, be a readier- wy to lead l?o*^v€rJaft!ngpunifiin^en«t, 
than to; commence! idofciter? Surely not.;^aCKla^ 
thiv crirn'e is^mentioftfed in the. fame pVohibkion 
with' the other, fo every fornicator, <v*horemonger, 
or unclean "perfon^ mlift confequentfy beexpofed 
to equal danger, Iri this view of the argurnen«» 
nonfc K^rdty c^n contiriue to hold light the breach 
of marriage vows, or rtie dangerous fin of whore- 
dom in any fliape ; fince by the voice of fuch . 
folerhn authority as has juft now been Ihewn you> 
which declares falvation to depend upon refraiiv 
ing from certain fins, woe be to all who, negle^l:- 
ing their falvation upon thefe co[nditions, do yield 
themfelves to the commiflion of fuch impurity 
with greedihcfs :* who ftill live in fins of fuch 
a deadly nature, "and fo detcftablc in the fight of 
God. 
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MaVing aire^dly juftly lamented tb^ freqliertt^ 

5f thefc fins amongft u» ; having ihewn ydu what 

4s ptoperiy meant by the word adultery> both in iti 

jgraerai and more limited fenfe \ and alfo how par^ 

ticuhrly the holy fcriptures exhwt againft the 

praaice of this odious vice ; ind laftly> how very 

touch th^ foul of man is endangered by yielding to 

it : let us now proceed to confider what the chofen 

tipoftle to the Gentiles doth further, advance^ to 

Ihame and deter mankind from fuch inicmity. In 

his ^Uithchnpt. tothekomans^ and S2tht I3thi dnd 

14th veries^ he employs th^ie words: />/ us <^ ^^i^ 

^prls ^intrknejsy and let us fm im the whole armor ^ 

^bii kt HI t&alk bm^fy, as m^J^ : that is, wheii 

,fiul our a&ions may be dijEcoveied ; not in r^otkigand 

jinmhmefs^ living chiefly t^ fuch fenfual efids as 

.^any do : mi tnwamierkg mtd UHMomifsi by which 

.he alludes to all ftianner of lafcivious pradticel 

neither m Jhifeer envying, tut put ye m^ iaiy^ he, ihi 

Xjird Jf/iis Ctrjfi, md make no ftovifion/or the/^, ia 

fulfil the knfis tbi^eof. 

Among the number of evil deeds to which a car-^ 
jial corrupted nature is liable, theapoftle reckons 
iail mantter of fenfual indulgences as being inftru* 
Inentai, or a provocative to this ruinous vice.; as 
ixn immediate preparation to excite impure defires» 
He caiieth them the wt^ks ofdarknefs\ not only be<^ 
caufe they are ufually pra<^i(ed in the feafon oi 
night, {for ^very oUe tbaidotb teoU baSeA tie light, nei^ 
iber ccmeih be to the light, left his works Jbould he dif- 
covered and reproved,} but more efpecially, becaufe 
they lead the diredt way to that outer darhnefsy where 
Jball-he weepings and wa^9^, Mdgm^bing <ff teeth. 

An4^ 
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And in i|nother part of the ftme epiftlc, viiith 
chapt. 8th vcrfe, thp apoft^e cxprefleth himfclF 
fo the like purporft ttey tbc^t ^re in the felh cannot 
fieqfe Qod\ that isj they whfe live wl^olly foj- the grati- 
lication pf carnal appetites. Again in the i ath verfe^ 
he reminds us that we are debtors ^ not to tbeflejh^ ta 
|rw aftff the fiejb* for if W€ do fo, ii^ an ungodly 
fenfe, wc ftuill die j we ihall fo add to our natural 
(depravity! as to be tqtally unqualified to partaicQ 
of tht pure happineA oiF anpther life : again, \^ 
I Cor. vi. 1 8. he waj-neth us dire6Uy againft 
^1 con)nn)fiipn with thpfe works of darknefs, flee 
fprnicatifft : for every other fin that a man (ommitteth is 
^houi the body y that is, the mind is principxally engag- 
.^d in its guilt j bnt he that committetb fornication finnetb 
^ainft his own body, in that by this particular iin i^ 
is fo efi^ntially defiled : and he concludes his e^^ 
epilation, with a queftion of aftonifhment towards 
fuch as are fo very blind tq their ftate, by chriftiaii 
adoption ; What! know ye not that your body is the 
femple of the Holy Gbeft^ which is inyon, whom ye have 
^ Qody and that ye are not your own? for ye are bought 
ivith apic^% ^^fy G^» thertfore^ in your ^dy, and in 
your fpiriiy which tfre Gotts ; who hath redeemed 
bbdy and fcwtl from death, that they may be pre- 
iented unpolluted before him, without fpot o^ 
f>IenRifli. And, indeed, "in the verf^ in^mediately 
preceding thefe, he fpeaketh ftill more clofely (o 
Uic point {I $th) Know ye not, thai your bodies are the 
members of Chrifl? Jbqll I tbpt tah the members of 
pofi^, and mdhe them the members of an harlot? Go'S 
forbid I tFbat^ bnw yf not^ that he who is joined 
fo an h^griot^ is one bodyi equally infeded with 
the impurity of the crime, far they two (faith he) 
pall be oneflejbi for they that are jpined iinto th6 
jLord are Ane fpirit. As in the honorable and holy 
ilate of chafte itiatrimony, the linipn between Chrift 
and the memben of his church is myftically repre- 
JTente^. s^rid the Spirit pf Chrift. which puriihetH 

* ' ^ *fron| 
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from all fin, caufeth them to be one with ChriH^ 
and Chrift with them; fo, by an union of polluted 
fentiment, and vicious deli res, every unlawful con- 
fiedion becomes on^ with the fpirit of fin and dark- 
|icf&. . 

Thcfe paflages mufl: afford ftrong difcpuragc- 
ments to every thoughtful perfon, againft con- 
tinuing in any manner of lafcivious living* - If our 
bodies, a& we have feen, are honored by fuch a dif** 
tindion, as. to he termed an habitation for the Holy 
Spirit, how dreadfully wicked muft it be todrive 
that gracious fupporter from us, by fuch forbid^iea 
pradices, and to encourage in his room, the infec- 
tious fpirit of uncleanncfs? How ought thi& awful 
threatening to awaken and alarm all thofe who 
are thus wretchedly difpofed : if any man defile tb§^ 
Umple of God him z^ill Goddejiroy ; nay, the very a^gu- 
pient, that we arc fo dearly haughty ^ould e;igage us 
to glorify God in our bodies. Chrift, that innocent 
Lamb of God, hath redeemed us from the flavery 
of the devil ; not with any corruptible riches of 
this world, but with his own moft precious bloody 
And why did he redeem us ? Was it that we fliould 
^igain ferve Jin^ by yielding tp our former grofs 
p-bominabie lufts? no furelyj but that .we fliould 
ierve him all the days of our lives, in holinefs, and 
righteoufnefs. ; that we ;(hould glorify hini in.iOUf 
.bodies by all becoming purity ojf manners : for if, 
as th^ ^poftle aflerts, our bodies are members, of 
Chrift, how dreadfully fcandalous muft it appear, tq 
decline all union with him, through wilful dcbaur 
chcry, and to becon^e as one, with the impureft of 
offenders ?-^Wbat greater poflible aifront pf injury 
can be done to the ir^imaculate Jefus, than pervcrfely 
to 4iilionor the members of his body^ (by which 
figure he defcribes the union of his followers to' 
himfelf) and inlift them in the fociety.of wick'e4 
|ind unclean fpirits? nay, how .c^n we ;Wqre ^if;« 
gncc OHrfilv^Sf than by iiijpufity,:tQ fqrfeij/oi gre^ 
■ ' ' ' ' ^ * ' /alibertjf 
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iL liberty and dignity, apd to become miferabl^ 
flaves to the fpirits of darkneft. To prevent us frooi 
io terrible a fall, let us always keep in view* firft, 
theglory of Chriftj then the precious promifes God 
hath fet before us, through the bleflingof his Holy 
Spirit, to become partakers of the Divine nature; 
and let us courageoufly maintain the fame gloriou$ 
privilege againft fatan, and all his fubtU fnares; 
that our Lord and Savior may not be di(honpred 
by any who are called after his name; and that wc 
lofe not that b^ppinefs he hath obtained for us, of 
being called the children of God, but continue 
carefully in one fpirit with him. 

We Ihall dp well, likcwire, to obferve, that fur- 
ther to guard us iagainft yielding to any thing fo 
highly offenfive to God, the apoftle, in his epiftlc tp 
the Ephefians, v. 3. cxhprteth us to Itrive to be fo 
irce from all tranfgreflion of this nature, as not evca 
to let it be once named among fl us, (as becomeihjaints ; ) that • 
is, to preferve the utmoft caution in our dilcourfe, 
as fuitable to the character of cbrifiians j and that 
there may be no excufe for fuch indulgence, he 
adds, neither filthinejsy nor foolijh talking^ mr jeft^ 
ing on fubjeds that are indecent, or, as hie cxprefles, 
it, which are not convenient, or becoming; hut rather 
let us employ ourfelves iit giving of thanks, in 
prailing God for being enabled to refift fuch pol- 
luted works : and his argument is truly binding; 
For this ye know, fgith he, that no whoremonger^ nor un^ 
clean ferjon, nor covetous man, who is no better than an 
idolator, hath any inheritance in the kingdom ofChrift and 
of God. And that we fhould never forget to prc^^ 
ferve ourfelves free from every fpecics of impurity, 
the apoftle calls u^ faints in this place, Signifying 
thereby, that vye are fandified^ or made holy, by 
the tlood oPChrjfti through the Holy Spirit. 

Kqw if we are fo i^r faints, what can we have to 
do with the practices of heathens ?^ For which rea^ 
fgn St. Peter ^dvifetlj, in bi« .1 Ep. i, if/to ii^it^t;p 
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Iiim who hath called iiSj and to be holy in all man^ 
ner of converfation, becaufe it is written heyt boly^ 
for I am holy. Seeing ihea that thcfc fins arc held 
in the utmoft abhorrence throeghout fcripture^ fo 
much that they muft not be even menti$ned in any 
way inconfiftent with piety of heart, inuch Icfs can 
they' be committed in any degree* without thb 
highcfl offence againft God, and danger of our 
fouls; and this muft neceffarily be true* becaufe on ' 
ferioufly weighing the infedtious natwe of this par-» 
ticular vice^ we^ (half find it to be the polluted 
fource, ivom whence the worft of human eviU arc 
^ived to body ami mind. 

Fiwr firft, doth rtot the adulterer often glory in 
lis wickednefs? and as the Wife Man iaith, is glad 
Vhen he hath done ei^il, rejoicing iii the things that 
zf^ moil iniquitous. Again, it is a vice tkat ia 
apt to befet the idle and lUxurioua man, who ia 
licver found to take thatpleafure in godly excrcifesj^^ 
as in the gratification of carnal appetites. Mui^ 
not the n^ind af fuch tr^igreffors be wholly/ weaned 
from ev^ry virtuous and profitable purfuit, and 
thiefly given to fuch |ufts as "Ufor agamji ibtfitd? 
Is not tht unchafte perfon in general addidei^ ta 
gluttony, or high living* that he may m^keproxnji/^ 
iQfu^l the Injis oftbefiep? E>o not they who are de- 
votccf to thefe hurtful paffionSj, too often indul^ a 
fcovetons fptrit in other nvatters ; ilack in offices <^ 
t>enevplence and gen^rofity, in order to be more 
able to gratify their unlawful defires, and fupport; 
- %ht unworthy objedls of them ? Do they not like- 
vife burn with malice againft thofe who, would de- 
prive them of theif guilty prey^^ by endeavoring toi 
prevent tfhe rvan thex deyifei and upon kind xe^ 
piofiftrance from others who wifh thciic happinefsj^ 
and would reform them from their vicious coi;i?feSj» 
doth not even this confidcrate fevor too often givq 
i)irth to anger jand refentment ? In {hort„ ao fin 
fan vf ell be fraxned ^t does npt^ in jToqic refpe(% 
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relate to this contaminating habit. It may be juftly 
termed a ipany-headed monfter, that dcvbureth all 
ways ; it is favourable to every vice, and the enenpy 
of every virtue. If the wilful continuance in one fin 
only, will procure our final condemnation, what 
can we fay, fufficitntly terrifying of tbaf^ wliich 
icadeth to alnioft every other that exifts ; that is 
hateful to God, injurious to mankind, and pleafing 
to the devil ? 

The condemnation that awaits the fate of the 
profeffcd adulterer and fornicator, being thus truly 
dreadfuf, it might, *one would hope, be abun- 
dantly alarming in itfelf, to prevent men from 
continuing in fuch wickednefs, and render it al- 
moft ncedlefs to mention inconveniences of any 
ether quality that equally proceed from the indul- 
gence of their evil ways ; but as jfometimes the pre^ 
Jent mifchief hath more cfFed upon a fclfifh nature, 
than any future tbreatenings, however folemnly re- 
^giftered againft fuch foul mifcondud; in fad:, as 
'.where there is a heart of unbelief (as muft be the 
eafe, when people are dead in trefpafles and fins) the 
idea of future puniihment will fink in value. I 
(hall therefore now produce fome 'ether bad confe- 
quences, which flow immediately from the fame 
polluted fource, and fuiyed the parties to temporal 
difgrace and inconvenience. But as this firft divi- 
fion of the difcourfe has been fo fully treated, what 
remains of the fubjed may more conveniently be 
referved for the fubftance of the following fermon. 
May it pleafe God to forward the convidion and 
improvement of' all whofc confciences and con- 
dud are herein concerned ! And this we pray for 
th^fake of Jefiis Chrift ovr Lord, to whom, &c» 
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IN thefoi^m^t'difcourfe upon this. fubjeft, fomc 
accdiinft "iVM protfiifed of the further evils which 
are the natural confequences of the fins forbidden 
in the texrt! ' Firft then, that which is, or ought to 
be, the irioft-dear to'mah and womati, the precious 
tr^furebf a good name\ is thereby totally forfeited. 
SccohdlV, there is no ihheritahce, or income, no 
fortuneV or feftaie, bet^mdy be reduced/ and anni- 
liilated^ by fA-oftfgate ^xthivagancei How often is 
health arid vi^oitoias a mournful prey to the ruinous 
cfFcds of libidinous cQtirfes ? What -genius or un- 
^^irftanding but rtiay be fpoiled by being devoted 
to tlhis deftrucftlve- vice ? ' What a (hocking change 
dbth it finally make in the rareft beauty 1 It foon 
tsirniiheth the prebious flower of youthj and bring-. 
-cth^greyhaksi'artd the marks of age before their 
tirtie. "In Ihorii' there isiiogift of nature, or bf for* 
tune, but what fufFer^ from the baneful mflvpnce of 
kiordihate ajid unlawful purfuit^* And thefe are 
'pi^rhapsy. aniong the leait calamitous attendants of 
Vieious |>ainQn&^ i£ wc ieriouflyconfider theaddi- 

O 2 tional 
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tionali and fometimes immediate mifery of impure 
difeafcs and the mifchicf to the community by the il- 
legkinvite offspring of mod offenders in tliis way, to 
the.highdifpieafurcof God, and the difhonor and 
decHne*^of Wedlock. How nriinjf ambqg the lefs 
opulent ranks of men, wafte till their fubftance by 
thcfe means, and bring themfelves to utter poverty? 
are often tempted to Ileal in order to fupport their 
guilty companions, and at laft^pay for their tranf- 
greffions with the forfeiture of their lives ? ' How 
frequently do we read and hear of the moft brutal 
violence from mutual padion in the parties ; nay, of 
murder being^coouvi^tQd --in •consequence of thefe 
unchafteconnedions ! Whatdreadfulha^joc doth this 
fpecies of debauchery make with virgin innocence ! 
What grief and' difgpr^ doth it many times produce 
in faniiliesl Nayi "^he public good is manifeftly 
injured, in proportion as the pradice of harlotry^ 

gaiifc g?ound.;,ihe rifing^gen€nl1:i9^ b^iflg ftecieffl^ 
rilyboth vi^eak$ned,^a^d diminifted^by ^l;^xcefli$ 
of this nature. • , . ; ' • . i • . , 

. But what 13 by far ipoft • grijevouSj God's law is 
pariicuhrlf fi'lghKd *nrf diChonpiired by jTwch ; ^ins. 
It is to the licentioufnefs of ajpA. in. this ^-^fpeiS:' 
that the many.fqandalous divoites are fo cflmmonj 
which { arc warranted by man's authoritx^.dpubtlef* 
to the great difplqafure of the, ;AlK](ii^bi:y, i and the 
violation of that moft holy ;ba|^d of mairifnony, 
ttioft. gracioufly inftituted.by Qodj as:a preventive 
againft fin,and to the great con^fp^t md convcmiepc^ 
:f)f the G|-eature^ io this frail Aate of perilous t^ii[$ 
for when bncc ihis dangerousi habit ha|h;fo for, prey 
■vailed, as^tp attach a pcrfon to; Ippfe conncdiionsj 
(in cafe of previous wedlock) b)&^ true jfnd ila\i^fi4 
companion foon becomes difguftfuli berAx:ieQris 
no. longer pLeafant tohim^ an^ froipn a.very..obvipi^ 
cawfe ; for beings Ijefotted with vi^e> her very f^^ 
Jence reminds and reproaches hjift of. his guii i her 
appearance confcqwntly is irkfw\c^.and urge^L^^i 
' „ ^ to 
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to difcontent; and to' cut fhort raccauftof nil 
dilquiift, he therefore fteketh occafion^fora feparaJ^ 
tion J he is no longer fenfible of his fpfmef ra* 
Cional delight, being wholly vitiated by abandohe4 
con>pany : and thuis the virtuous wife too often 
makes way for the difTplute courtezan. And, alas ! 
ff^^nthc great depravity of human nature, it fome^ 
times happens, on the Qfher hand, that the fame 
crime in the unfaithful wife occalions the leveredif- 
quietudcand-milfery ol" the honcff hulfeand. • ThiS 
nwft be allowed a mod deplorable abufti when Wfe 
ferioufly rcfledl, tha^ thrift, our bleflcdLord and Sa^ 
vior, very God) and very man, came down-* from Kea*. 
ven to reftorc the honor due-to-the |aMt of his Hdri 
venly Father; and among other things, to reform 
this grievous violation of the original law of God. 
l^or as the Jews had indul'ged i'long cqftom by tra- 
dition of putting away their wives almpl^ ^t plea- 
fure, and for very trifljng excufes, our Savior took 
occafion to reprove that pradiice, alid taught ex- 
prefsly, that if any man Ihould put away hjs wife, 
and-mafry anothei", for ixty ©thicrreafoii except %he 
trefpafs of adultery, (which was in thof^ timed. 
4e^b iy law) he was accounted an adulterer himfelf, 
4nd the iaufis of adultery likewife in his wife 'thus 
fep^rated, in cafe of her cohabiting with anothet. 
fiiahrax^d the man.fo living with her was ali& 
judged ^' party in tbc« crime. • ^ /i ^-^^ 

Hour dreadful then muft.be thc^cafe of all who^ 
through prCfercDceof an xinchafte-connedlion, dif- 
card their lawful wives, ia defiance jof the divine 
command, and contrary to jlght and confcienc«* 
Moft dangerous furely muft their condition be; 
fwift deftr^K^ion will, certainly overtake them, t^ 
they do not repent, and mend their ways. God 
. .will not fuffer his holy inftitution to be continiialiy 
*d^fpi&d, and violated with impunity, but fooijpr 
lOr later will moft forclylvifit alLloofe and difor^ 
^^ejily eondudl ; for marriage (as the Apoftltj >vntcs> 
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is honor able in all, and the bed undefiled^ but wbor^mongert 
and adulterers God will judge ; that isj condemn and 
punifh. 

But after alU flight is the defcription that hath 
here been given, both of this fin, and its mif- 
chievous confequences, in comparifon of the real 
fa£l. It is beyond the power of imagination and 
langu^ge> to paint it in its proper colours, ac- 
cording to its foul appearance in the fight of hea<* 
ven. What has now been faid mull therefore be 
received^ as an earned endeavour to admoniih you 
againll the praftice of it, and to live in the fear of 
:thc Lord ; . and then what has been advanced will 
happily not prove in vain. . 



THE THIRD PART. 

In Kkit Jecmd ^\v\{\on of the fubjeft, it has been 
Ihewn you w hat more particularly relates to the fe- 
veral miferies of a temporal nature, which ufually 
attend thefe ruinous habits, and that by yielding to 
this ome vice, we infenfibly fall into many others, till 
(finally we become flaves to Him who is the author 
of all ungodlinefs and wrong. Whfereas, on the 
other hand, by cultivating ftridt purity of life and 
manners, we remain members of Chrift, our head, 
•and become daily more and more prepared for the 
prize of our high calling. And that nothing may- 
be wanting to deter you from incurring the divine 
wrath, or to affift you in obtaining God's favor, you 
will do well to attend, in the laft place, to the heavy 
vifitation which the Almighty hath formerly in- 
Aided upon thofe who have been guilty of thefe 
crimes^ and alfo how ftridly and feverely even 

. ' .. ' worldly 
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worldly princes: have occafionally punifticd the 
lame ; that thus you ttiay be moft fully perfuadcd 
that adultery and fornication are fins as hateful la 
the fight of God, and all good incn, as fhey have 
been defer ibed to you. 

We read in the firft bode of .Mofes, that whea 
mankind began to multiply upon the earth, both 
men and women devoted themfelvcs To greedily to 
icarnal appetites, and filthy practices, that they 
were faid to live without any fear of God, The 
Almighty, perceiving their brutaland abominable 
courfes, and that they (hewed no willingnefs to 
amend, but rather increafed daily in all unclean 
and finful ways, was fo terribly provoked, as to ex- 
prcfs himfelf in thefe remarkable terms, that it re- 
pent.ed him that he had even made man. And to 
teftify how highly he abhorred their iniquitous pro- 
ceedings, he caufed all the fountains of the earth 
to burit, and the fluices of the heavens to be open- 
ed, fo that the waters rofe, . and defccnded upon the 
(carthj for the fpace of forty days and forty nights. 
By this mean9 he deflroyed the whole world, and 
all mankind, excepting eight perfons, with that porr 
* tion of the animal creation his wifdom thought pro- 

Ker to preferve. The objcds of. his favor were 
loah, (that preacher of rightcoufnefs, as St^ Peter 

;Cans him) and his wife, with their three fons, and 
their wives. Here furely isla woeful proof of God's 
fierce anger againft the particular fins condemned 
in the text, which involved the whole creation in fp 

dire a puniftiment : for it is worthy notice in this 
places that God did not deftroy the v^orld for thp 

jSrfi&n that was committed, (heinous as man-flaugh- 

d:er-wasj becaufe his long-fuiFering would >bave led 

.men to repentance, but it was for wboneJom 2ind un-- 
cleann^Js that the world was drbwned, as being a vice 

ithat had corrupted the creature pad. all hope erf 
reformation, andall thatdwelt on eartlh, except the 

rfew juft pexf<n;i4tbcfQre diefcribed, pcfiihed in the 
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vatcr. A tremendous cxsimplc, moft ufeful to be 
remembered, that all who fo offead may learn to 
fear the Lord. 

Again, we read in the xixth of Geneiis/that for 

the moft grofs and deteftable fin of impurity^ Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the cities near them, were to- 
tally deftroycd by fire from heaven. So that there 
was neither man, woman, child, or bead, nor any 
thing that grew upon the earth, biit what.partook of 
this moft awfiil judgment. It is fcarccly poffibleto 
liead the hiftory of this tranfadion without experi- 
trncinga due degree of horror. Thcfevifitations are 
furely fufficicnt to warn any one to repentance, and 
to forfakeall manner of uncleinnefs, which in vari- 
ous inftances have fd provoked thcLord to punifli. A 
Itronger teftimony of God's abhorrence of all un- 
natural and inordinate luft cannot be given you ; it 
is enough to make all tremble for the juft vengeance 
of the Moft High, who ar^ in any ftiape addi^ed t0 
tbcfe foul tranfgreflions. 

We fee further, in the xiith chapter of Genefis, 
that God fmote Pharoah and his family with 
great plagues, even becaufe he encouraged an un- 
lawful defire for Sarah the wife of Abralnam. And 
the fame vifitation wc find befd Abimelech, king 
of Gerar, although neither had his crime extended 
tOi2/Si^^/tranfgreirioh, (xxth Genefis). Such places 
and puniftiments God faw fit to vifit upon ail libi*- 
dinous perfons, even before the written law was 
given (when only the law of nature ruled thr hearts 
of men) and this no doubt he did to fignify his 
great regard for lawful Anarriage ; and at the fame 
time how much be reprobated adultery, fornica- 
tion, and ail uncleannefs. And ftill further, to 
Ihew his^ hatred of 'thcfe fins, when in his good 
time the law againft adultery was publickly deli- 
vered to ithci Jews, 'tjre' Lord commanded that all 
who broke the fame'*ihould fufter death, as you 
may fee in thex^icth Leviticus, ver. fa where it is 

• I .* . thus 
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thus cxpreflcd ; Wbofo committeth sduUery with anotb&r 
man* 5 wife^ even he that committetb adultery with his 
neighbor's wife^ the adulterer and the adulter ejs- pail 
furehf he put to death. And the law againft whore- 
<]omj or common fornication, was no lefs fevere ; 
where the fin was wilful, both man and womanr 
were to be ftoncd to death. And as a terror to all 
to abftain from this fin, we find in Numb, xxvth, 
ver. 45, that the Lord commanded Mofes to take all 
the heads of the rulers or princes of the people^ who had 
either committed or did not punifli whoredom^ and 
to hang them up on gibbets publickly, that every one 
might fee them, and take example by their fate. 
And we read in the fame chapter fin the cafe of 
Zimri and Cozbi) that God was fo exafperated 
againft the people for yielding to this vice, that be 
fent a moft dreadful plague among them, of which 
three and twenty thoufand perifhcd in one day. 
Time will not permit me now to infiancc any more 
examples from holy writ, of God's repeated ven- 
geance upon fuch offenders. What has already been 
advanced muft fufficiently confirm it ; nor can we 
admit the fmallefi: doubt, but that he equally ab« 
horieth, to the prefent hour, all manner of wicked- 
nefs, as much as when the law was given againfirit; 
and will as furely punifti it both now and in the 
world to come, according to the meafurc of the 
iniquity. It mufl: be fo, for God is the fame yef- 
terday, to day, and for ever. Every one therefore, 
who valueth the love and glory of their Makef> 
and the falvation of their own fouls, muft forfake 
all manner of fin, and fliun the ordinary tempta- 
tions that lead unto it. 

We have the fandion of St. Paul, for the benefit 
of thefe godly leflbns ; for all thefe things (faith he) 
are lioriltenfor our admonition^ \ Cor. x. 1 1 . /d teach 
us the fear of the Lord^ and obedience to his hrjy law, 
for as h^fpared not the natural branches, his own pe- 
culiar people I neither will he fpare us, who arc 

but 
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' but graft^^ if we commit the like ofitnces. If God 
deftroyeth ntany cities, rpany thpufands of people, 
yea the whole world what reafon have we to fup- 
pofe we (hall efcape without proportionate punilh- 
ment ? His promife is fure, and can never fail ; 
and he hath denounced throughout his holy word, 
the heavieft judgments upon thofe who wilfully 
tranfgrefs his righteous laws. 

Having now declared to you in the plained terms, 
the due reward that ajl fuch trefpafles arc fure to 
meet from heaven, it may not be unprofitable, by 
way of leaving the ftrongeft poflible imprefliort on 
your minds againji xhtit vices, to afford you a few 
remarkable examples of the very feriops laws 
cnacfled by the ruling powers in feveral countries 
for the punifhment and prevention of them; by 

.which you will be convinced how juftly thefe fins 
have been detefted in all well ordered ftates, ^nd 
by every honeft perfon. 

In fome of the ftates of ancifent Greece, there 
was a law that when any perfons. were t^kea in 
adultery, they fhould be bound, and publicly cx- 
pofed three days, all round the city, an4 forever 

. after ftegledled and defpifed, as perfons void of .every 
clainr to focial virtue. In another divifion of that 
country, they were punifhcd with the lofs of fighj. 
And the ancient Romans condemned offenders 
of this defcription, fometinxes to be burnt, or other- 
wife put to death. Among the Egyptians, adul- 
terers were openly fcourged to the number of a 

. ihoufand Jirifes ; and the marks of female infamy 

.were to lofc the moftdiftinguifhing feature of the 
face, by which the guilty perfon could not efcape 
being defpifed during all her days. The Arabians 
punifhed this crime with inftant death, by chop- 
ping off the heads of both the parties : The Athe- 
nians did the fame ;_ as likewife was the 4:uftom of 

. the favage Tartars ; and to this day t}ie legal pu- 

nilhment 



J 



The Homilies of the Church of England. 203 

nifhment among the Turks, is to ftone both niafi 
andwoman, thus convided, till they die. ' 

From thefe few inftances of feverity, we may ob- 
ferve in what facred eftimation the purity of mar- 
riage vows was held, even among heathens and barba- 
rians ; who for the prefervation of chaftity and mo- 
rality among the people, employed fuch terrors as 
might check the commiflion of thefe enormous fins> 
by executing the punilhment they were fure to meet. 
And we may reafonabiy fuppofe, it was from a 
comparative reflection upon the different and de- 
praved deportment of hypocritical profeffors, that 
our Lord addreffed the Jewifh people, in the xith of 
St. Luke, and 3 2d verfe, in thefe words : The men 
of Nineve ft>all rtfe up in judgment againji this nation ^ and 
condemn it : for they repented at the preaching of Jonas y 
and^beholdl a greater than Jonas is here, 2ind yet they re- 
pent not. And when we think ferioufly upon this 
fubjed:, can we doubtbut that the cbnduft of the. na- 
tions juft now mentioned, will condemn us in thp 
day of judgment, in that they were reftrained from 
thefe foul practices by the laws and commandment^ 
of men ; while we, though we have the pure and 
pofitive precepts of the everliving God againft 
thefe fame fins, do yet forfake them not, but too 
often confider them as articles of no- great confe- 
quence. Verily, may we fear, in the application erf* 
Chrift'spwn words, that it will be eafter at the day of 
judgment for many of thefe heathens, than for our 
prefent generation, unlefs we fpeedily repent, and 
entirely reform our ways ; for though the death of 
the body may appear to us to be a grievous puni{h.- 
ment in this world for fuch tranfgreffions, yet is 
that but trifling in comparifon of the eternal torment,^ 
that all fuch perfons Ihall fuffer after this life; for 
as the Apoftle plainly warns them, in i Cor. vi. 9, all 
fuch (liallbe{hut out from the kingdom of heaven : Bis 
not deceived 9 neither fornicatcrsy nor idolaters, nor adult e^^ 
rersj nor effeminate, nor abujers cfthemjckes with mankind^ 

fljall 
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Jhall inherit the kingdom of God, And St. Jbhn, in hi* 
Revelation, you know, affureth us, (xxi. 8.) tbd^ 
whoremongers Jhall have their fart with murderers in the 
lake which burneth with fire andbrimftonci which is the 
Jecond death. The puniftimerit of the mortal bodyi 
although it extendeth unto deaths hath ^.n mi% but 
the mifery of the foui (vi^'hich St. John calleth the 
fecond dewh) hath »^ end. Its torments are de- . 
fcribed by the moft afFe(5ling language : There Jhatl - 
be weepingy waiMngj and gnajhing of teeth \ the worm that 
dieth not; that is, the gnawing remorfe of a guilty 
cortfcience, torturing and tearing the condemned 
fpirits, which being in their original nature imnibr- 
taU mull continue for ever to reproach ^'nd curfc 
the folly and perverfenefs of their wicked fives. It 
is enough to freeze the blood,Hp terrify our very 
fouls ziprefent^ to conlider thefe dreadful judgments^ 
*nd if We naturally tremble to hear the mentioA 
t)nly of fuch mifery, alas ! my brethren, what nnift 
it be to feel it ; to fuffer fuch exquifite 'paiits fcH^ 
ttoer and ever ! God be merciful to ali who liften X6 
thefe awful truths, and grant them true repentance. 
Will you continue//// fo dead in fin, and alt ungod- 
linefs, as to fet a higher value 6n thefe filthy^, fhort*. 
lived works of darknefs, than upon the enjoyment 
-of everlafting glory ? or fo devote yourfelves to 
their corrupting pradlice, as to become infenfiblfc 
of the endlefs torments, that await the guilty dealeris . 
in uncleanncfs ? 

To conclude :-— So truly fliocking is the profpedk 
•of the hardened firiner, that it is highly proper, be*- 
fore we clofe the fubjeft, that fome falutary rneanis 
•Ihould be propofed, whereby frail mortals may bfe 
. .dire<5led to avoid thefe foul and hateful cringes, and 
cfcape the puniftiment that certainly awaits them'; 
and, on the contrary, that they may choofe the way : 
of walking in the fear of God,*and reap the reward 
t>f eVerlafting life. 

To tHis good end, we rauft be cautious, chieSy, 
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tQ.kf cpiihe ^cart purj& fcom indulging evil thoughtTt 
jiiid cai:n24 fppfUtcs ; for if tfe^. heart i^ once in-» 
fecT:^^kV4lIJblep^ then wc ihall.faU 

eailly int^ ^1 manner of. ungodlinefs. Now this goo4 
pu;-pQ(e fnay jbc happily, efFeded ifj. when we feej 
xavv'arjifly. tWt W ten^pting U9 

to xoj9[imit cheie cximes, we rdo;not haftiLy. confeni; 
j;q bis impure and fubtlq fuggeflions $ but boldly 
oppofe hi^ by a; rfrong reliance upon God's w.ordi 
^nd exerciling. our feith in t^is afllirancc, fhat if we 
rejftfi the dfvil^ be will Jlee from us ; by calling to fnind 
ffx^x glorious Captain's conducfl when the tempter 
was .permitted to ailault, and endeavoured to feduce 
njm: ever advancing this argument againft him^ as 
^o this particular ,vice» it is written^ Thou fhdt not 
cjommtt adultery; Another powerful means of prc- 
Ivfufing our fijilling into thefe fins, wiU be, always tp 
have the fear of God before our eyes, recalling hi$ 
fcyere and numerous thyeatenings againft the wick- 
pd,.and inceffantly rcaiembering that his eyes are iA 
every place, beholding the evil and the good. T^> 
fionfider how, much wc muft lofe on one hand> 
jfind, iiow eflentlally we (hall Juffer on the other, fof 
^he ftiort and brutal gratification of forbidden lufts. 
And,{as a further, fecurity, be diligent to ufe temp^r 
rance in all rejpe£fs ; efpecially to guard againft' ap 
jbabitof idlciiefs, which is the ready inlet to evciy 
vice, ; to take delight in ftudying the Holy Scripr 
tMX^y which are rich unto falvation ; to cultiv^f^ 
^he habits pf efM'neft prayer, and virtuous thought;st, 
*an(i at all times to apply inwardly to God for help* 
Thefe means, if ^carefully and humbly employed* 
-will gre^itly defend you from all impure tempta^ 
;tiooi|. A 1 

La^ly^ alt ranks and orders of people fliould hp 
, admoniihed, whether married, or fingle, to cheri(h 
g, blan>el6fs aifedion towards each other, that th^ 
may continue undefiled members of Chrift's church; 
for even the married are bound by the law of God, 
^ fo 
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fb purely to 'dwell-together^ that oh no account they 
covet any other attachmept. The man is only to 
have his wife, and the wife muft Ihew the ftrifteft 
faithfulnefs to the hufband : and .as It i^ their ma- 
tual duty- to live in godlihefs and hortefty' together j 
fo is it equally ^^ bring^up their children in fuch 
a m-anner, that they may efcape the fnares of the 
cvil^one as much as poffible, and be difpofed to 
honor theholy ftate of matrimony rh proper feafon. 
Nor is it .lefs aduty in every maft^r and miftrcfs 
of a family, to ufe their uthiort care, that hoimlaw- 
fuhconnetflions take- place afnbtig thelir fervants, ot 
any that are Tubjeft' to 'thefr- authority: As for 
tftofe that are (Tng'I'e, and refpcdr'alifr faf purity 5 
let them procure wives after their own rrVinds. and 
•fo -live godly with catrh'otKer,*as the Apoftle advifes; 
I'Cof. vii 2, ''' To-'' avtid fornication '{izAlh \it)'iit 
'tv'try man hive his own wife, ahd every 'woman her 6ix)n 
-bujbafid. "FinaUj'/SSf any, from'a' peculiar gift^ arc 
tnope defirous to'cbhtinue'in a fihfflettate, let them 
t)e dufy thankful Brevery deliverance from'tenip- 
cation, artd ufe- all fuitable means to preferve theit" , 
freedom, by pibits meditation, the -ftudy of <jbd's 
•word/and fuch' like* virtuous exercifes. All* who 
•in this manne'r 'ftrive to avtiid thefe*hattfal-firts, 
aftd' to pafsdieir lives in innocence, Tervinfej thd| 
Maker with a pure' and upright heart,* and glorify- 
ing htm in their bodies, by an hoheft harmlefs con- 
*dud>j they may depend upon Being "humbered-'with 
•tfiofe of whom our Savior fpckks thus plainly, iii 
St/ Mattlljew^s 'g(Mpel> chap, vl' Z/Wejfed are tVe pure 
in hearty for they fijaWfee God. This one' lirie/'my 
brethren, is eiidugh 10 conviric6 us fully,' what will 
be the ftate of the impure ; they Ihall not fee -God ;; 
for w ith Him dwelleth no impure thing whatever. 
To Him alone, rht*' fountain of all perfeftiori, be 
all glory, honor, power, and dominion for ever jtnd 
•ever. Amen. 

DIS- 
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DISCOURSE XV. 



Againjl Contention. 



% » ^ 4 » 



. ' Philippians ii. 14/ 

T)o all things without mur^mrings ^and difputings. 

. . > • « ... 

« « 

THE exhortation contained in thefe \rords 
plainly fets forth the great fhame and fcandal 
of all coittention, ftrife," and murmuring ; fo' that, 
vhen, ai^ in a pidluf e before you, the deformity df 
this unchriftiah habit (hall moft clearly appear, yoU 
may be duly difgufted at the reprefentetidn, an^ 
ex(?ited to abhor and- avoid a (in which is fo hateful 
in its nature, and fo injurious to all vi^ho yield 
to it. / ' 

Now am6ng the vari(:^us kinds of ftrife that might 
be mentioned, there is none of a more pernicious 
confe'quence, than that which is {bmetirlpies raifed 
by entering warmly into fubjedls of religious con- 
trovcrfy. 

St. Paul, • in his 2nd epiftle to Timothy, chapr. 
ii. 23, exhorteth to avoid zWfooliJh and unlearned qu^f-^ 
tions, knowing that they gender ftrifes j for, / / becc0etb 

^ not the fervant of God to firvve^ hut to-be gentle unto all 
men: to put away all ferterfe difputings andflrifes of 

' 'U^ordsy whereof eometb envy, railings , and evilfurmtfings : 
xiow the like, contehtion and ftrife^that edified !n 

- - St. 
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St. Paul's time, among the Corinthians, doth too 
much prevail in <his our day among ourfelves ; for 
fome there are, who are bufy in fetting forth a 
diverfiry of dodrines^ which 60 not tend fo much 
to general improvement,' as to evil furmifings^ and 
the (Jifplay of men's own vain talents, fpreading 
thereby the feeds of difpute and divifions, and even 
in the common intercourfeofferious well-difpofed 
people, fome are often carried fo far, that not being 
governed by reafon, and neither party being dif- 
pofed to yield to the opinion of the other, they 
proceed of courfe to ftrife or railing, and, from 
unguarded warmth, to many other inconveniences : 
fuch deportment is far wide of that true chriftian 
fpirit which is recommended in this exhortation to 
thePhilippians,.chap. ii. 3. to let nothing be done through 
ftrife or vain gUry^ but in lowlinefs of mind for each to 
efleem the other better than thentfehes* And if St. 
Paul was deeply grieved, as he, declareth in i Coir, 
jii. 4, to bear thefc words of difcord, I am of Faul^ 
^4nd I of ApelloSj what would he fay, if he was witr 
nefs to the language of variance and contention, 
which is tpo frequently employed by fome of our 
chriftiaii brethren againft each other? wherein one 
is liCprpached as being too much of a fqrmalift, 
^another for, being gofpellqr ; one man is aocufed of 
error, for abiding by the old way of worfliipping 
. and thinJking ; another for adopting a mere novel 
mode of pious^ pradlice; profeffors of various de- 
fcriptions ihootiup, and take to thcmfelve^ the title 
of bretbreHi ,g09d Catholics ^ p^pifts, and heretics are 
terms which furnilh the refpcdiive parties with ar- 
. gurne^tfi of exception to each other : thus is the 
church divided, fociety rent by new fangled notions, 
and thecoat.of ChriH:, that waa admired fiH* being 
whole, tbro^hout^ moil terribly torn and mangled ; 
fo that truly may we lament, that the my^ftical body " 
of Chrift, the church, which i^ reprefented by the 
fore-mentioqfd. figure^ hat^ loft much of that holy 

and 
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and happy unity, out of which whofoever dwelleth, 
he is not of Chrift. For if one member be feparat- 
ed from the other, where is the body ? If the body 
be taken from the head, where is its life ? We can- 
not be unitedjto Chrift our chief, except we be ce- 
mented by the bonds of charity, and concord, to- 
wards each other. He that is out of this unity, 
is not of the true chyrch of Chrift, let him fancy 
what he pleafes, for that is a congregation of per- 
fcd union, and not divifion. St. Paul afferts pofi- 
tively, I Cor. iii. 3. Tbaf whereas there was among 
them emylng, and ftrife^ and* divifionSy therefore they 
were carnal^ and walked as men. And St. James 
fpeaketh to the fame effecSr, in the iiid chap, and 
14. 16. verfes ; n:>at if we encourage bitter envyings 
an^fjirife in our hearts y we muft not glory y for this is lying 
againjl the truth. It opens the door to much mif- 
chief, (baking the faith of fome, and encouraging 
the unbeliever to rail. 

Let us attend to another exhortation from St. 
Paul, to the very fame endi Though he had au- 
thority to* command upon the fubjed:, yet we find 
him entreating; i Cor. i. 10. IVow I befeech yoUy 
(faith he) brethreny in the name of our Lord Je/us 
Chrift y that ye allfpeak the fame things and that there be 
190 divijions among you y but that ye be ferfeSfly joined to^ 
gelher in the fame mindy and in the fame judgment. If 
this defire be reafonable and holy, why do we not 
obferve it? If the Apoftle's advice contributeth 
to our advantage, why do we refufe it ? And if this 
will not move us, let us fee further what he writeth 
to the Ephefians to the fameefFedt: iv. i, 2. I be^ 
feech you (faith he) that ye walk worthy of the vocation, 
wherewith ye .are calledy with all lowlinefs and meek^ 
nefsy Ajoith long fufferingy forbearing one another in lovey 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the fpirit in the bond of 
fcaccy for. there is but one bodyy one fpirit y one hordy one 
faithy one baptifm. Obferve, my brethren ; the 
' Vot. I. P Apoftle 
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Apoftlc faith, there is but one sody» Of this no 
man can be a lively member, who is at variance 
with the other members. There is one fpirit, 
which joineth all things in ont. Now how can 
this one fpirit befaid to rejgn in us, when we are 
fo very much divided among ourfelves ? If there is 
but one ifaith, hovv can we £ay> this man is of the 
eldfaiibi and this of th^ new ? If there is but one 
baptifm, Hiall not^all thofe that are baptized be as 
one ? * Contention, or difference of opinion^ 
caufeth divifion, therefore it ought not to exift 
among true Chriftians, whom one faith, and one 
baptifm alone can unite. But if even this prayer 
and adnionition of the Apoftle doth not affie<ft us, 
let us pay regard to his ftill more vehement fup- 
plication in the 2d Philip. 1. wherein he doth in 
a n^Anner conjure us, in this moft preffing lan- 
guage ; If therefore there be any eonfolatkn in Cbrift^ 
if any comfort of love^ if any fellowfhip of the 
Jpiritp if any towels ' and mercies y fulfil ye my joy ^ that 
ye be like minded, having the fame love^ being of one ac^ 
€ord^ of one mind: Who, that has any proper fenfe 
of Chriftian amity, but muft be touched by the fpirit 
of thefe words ? which, like a fliarpand two edged 
fword, Ihoiild wound all who are difobedient ta 
their injundlions; for which caufe let us all ftrive 
to complete the Apoftle's joy^ while we are on this 
fcene, that it may work out our great and endlefs 
happinefs in another ftate of being: To this end, 
let us fo ftudy the fcriptures that through them we 
may become better livers^ rather than mereb ufy 

* Bttt mno we know there are many baptifms* and many opi- 
nioos upon points of xeligious faith. Some holding oiUfward bap« 
tifm a« unnecefTary^ others lowering the efficacy of it into mere 
farm^ and yet all profefling an interelt in Chrift the head, in whof<» 
death only tlie real chriftian is baptized, aiid born again to »tew- 
ncfs of life. For Chrift himfelf confirmed the value of the inftittt* 
tion. 

8 V . and 
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and unprofitable difputers. Whatever prefents it- 
fclf to our minds as an ufeful fubjeft for inftrudtion^ 
or for argument, let iis perform the talk A^ith 
meeknefs, gentlenefs, and modefty. If any thing 
happens to be exprefled with lefs decorum than is 
becoming, let one party be charitable towards the 
frailty of the other. He who is in fault, let him 
rather ftrive to corredt his error, than periift in it, 
left he fall through contention, from a trifling tref- ^ 
pafs into an obftinate hcrefy, for it is better, as a 
chriftian, to fubmit with meeknefs, than to gain a 
triumph at the expence of charity; and this will 
always happen when men defend their fentiments 
with obftinacy. If we are truly chriftians, why 
do we not follow the example of Chrift himfelf ? 
who faith. Mat. xi. 29. Learn (f mcy for I am meek 
and Iptvly in heart. Surely the fcholar muft be 
taught his leflbn by the mafter* doubtlefs the 
fervant fhould obey the commandment of his 
Lord, We are Chrift's difciples, and his fer- 
vants. He who is wife and leamedy faith St. James, 
iii. 13. 15. let him Jhew out of a good converfation his 
works ^ with meeknefs and wifdom, for the wifdom that 
4efcendeth not from above is earthly y fenfual^ devilifh * ; 
and this is evident, becaufe the wifdom. that cometh 
from above, that meafure of the fpirit Gcid is pleaf-* 
ed to vouchfafe his fervants, is chafte, and pure, 
corrupted by no evil afFedions, but quiet, meek, 
and peaceable, and abhorring all deiire of ftrife j it 
is alfo tradable and obedient, not unwilling to be 
inftrufted, but fubrriitting freely to thofe who are 
appointed to teach, what will reform and amend 
meri*i lives, for there never vyill be an end of 



'* T^at is, a knovl^ledge that woold exc^ade any divine aid^ and 
confides, in ix& own mere power as competent to its purpofe^ without 
any influence of that fpirit which alone can quahfy any religio^t 
adlioBCb ' 
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variance whil^^ men continue to contend for rule 
and preference ; to heap error uplon error, and de- 
fend that* violently, which perhaps was fpoken in- 
judicioufly ; fince nothing is more true, than that 
ftifFnefs of opinion createth difputation^ and re- 
proacbj the very oppofites of chriftian peace and 
love. And as this pradlice fupplieth food to the 
warmth of two parties (for a man muft have his 
opponent in debate), fo it produces two very dan- 
' jgerous and odious vices, the one as guilty of fo- 
. inenting animofity by (harp provoking words, and 
the other as blameablc for froward anjwers^ and 
multiplying evil fpeech. The firft is fo exception- 
able, in a religious point of view, that St. Paul, 
I Cor. V. II. advifeth, ^atifany man that is called a 
brother be a railer^ or promoter of difputes, withjuch 
a one no not to eat\ that is, to have no familiar ac- 
quaintance with him. This paflage plainly Ihews,' 
in what eftimation the Apoftle held all fijch, by 
placing them on a level with idolators and extor* 
tioners ; and in truth, more mifchief often happens 
from an ungovernable tongue thaa from the action 
of a robber ; for the former taketh away a man's 
good name, the moft precious treafure of his life, 
but the other only taketh a portion of his worldly 
goods, which are of much lefs value than his re- ' 
putation. A thief injureth that perfon only from 
whom he ftealeth, but an evil and falfe tongue fow- 
eth ftrife and difcord in various Ihapes ; it not only 
wrongs the party with whom it is immediately 
concerned, but fpreads its mifchief far and wide. It 
is a plague of fo infectious and contaminating a def- 
cripcion, that St. Paul, after marking the extreme 
bafenefs of it, asjuft now related^ ftill adds another 
caution on the fubjed-, in the following' chapter. 
And though he would not have a chriftian woman 
forfake her hufband, who niay happen to be an in- 
fidel; or anihrirtian fervant to leave his maftcr, 

who 
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who is a heathen, and thereby warrants an inter- 
courfe between them; yet he forbids, as we have 
fecn, all intimacy with the railer (or evil fpeaker), 
and that upon this very fcrious confideration, that 
they rank with the vileft of all charadlers, nei- 
ther JbaU they inhtrit the kingdcm of God. Jt muft be 
a very great fault that ^vilI provoke a father to dif- 
inherit his fon ; we\m&y therefore judge that all 
contention muft neceitarily partake of heinous fin, 
when it caufes our heavenly Father to pronounce fo 
heavy a fentence^ upon all who pradife it. As to 
its correfpondent vice, which confifts in returning 
railing, and reproach : our blefled Lord forbids it 
in thefe words. Mat, v. 39, 44, 45. I fay unto you 
rejijl not evily but even love your enemies j blefs them that 
curje you^ do good to them that hafe you^ and pray for 
tb^m that defpitefully ufe you^ and' perfecute you, that ye 
may be- the children of your father wha is in heaven^ 
for he maketh his fun to rife upon the evil and the good^ 
and fendeth rain upon the juft and unjuji. Thus doth 
Chrift diffuade from ufing froward anfwers, and 
reviling taunts. The dodrine of the chofen fer- 
vant agrees exadlly with the precepts of the blefled 
inafter, for thus doth he moft earneftly exhort us 
in the xiith of Romans, and 14th .and 17th verfes., 
Blefs them which perfecute jou ; blefs , I fdy, and curfe 
not. Recompenfe no man evil for evil, but if it be poffible, 
as much as lieth inyoUy live peaceably with all men. 



THE SECOND PART. 



It has now been (hown you, in a very plain, and 
circumftantial manner, what ferious mifchief flow^. 
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from every fpecies of contention, and particularly 
from that which is concerned in matters of reli^ 
gion ; for when men are bent on ftubborn oppofi-r 
tion, in points of this defcription^ there is no end 
of jangling, by which the harmony that God re- 
quiresamonghisfervants is difturbed^andfometime; 
wholly broken. You have likcwifc feen, that ftrife 
is generally promoted two' Ways ; firft, by thofe 
^vho propofe difputes ; and Secondly, by the Iharpr 
nefs of the reply. As we cannot lay up too much 
admonition againft this evil, let us attend farther 
to St. Paul's advice upon the fubjedit, and weigh 
the fpirit of thefe w^ords : Rom. xii. 19, 2Q, 21, 
Dearly beloved^ avenge not ycurfelvesy but rather give 
place unto wrath\for it is written^ Vengeance is mine, I 
pill repay i Jaith w(%ord\ therefore if thine enemy hun-^ 
ger^feed him ; if he thirji^ give him drink \ be not o^er- 
come of evil y but (rvercoine-evil with good. Now though 
ftvery one may eafijy know that thefe are ^he word3 
of St. Paul, yet too many are fo heady and high- 
ininded, and conceited of their own. ability and 
conftquence, that they cannot bear the lead contra-r 
didion, and niany think fuch objections as thefe 

fay feryeth^ir turn: ** What, if I am reviled, mull 
fubmit to the abufe ? Muft I fuffer people to re^ 
p'roach me jat their pleafure? to difcharge all thqr 
ipleen aga,ihfl: me ? Is it not jufl that a man fliould 
receive the'faicne: treatment he prefumeth to employ 
againft' ianother? If I ufe gentlenefs and fubpnif- 
fion, it wifl only ferve to increafe the frowardnefs 
of my adverfary, and encourage others to fprve me 
in like manner-.'*^ **S«^h^reaferis arc apt to be ad-r 
vanced in defence of an impatient, and revengeful 
fpirit, and by thofe who have not temper to bear 
any rebuke fromj others. In^ reply to this, we may 
obferve, with truth, that if indeed the froward 
perfon could be reformed by fuch like conducfl as 
Itiarks his own ^behaviour, there might be fome 
apology for hazarding thefe ir^eanSi provided neither 

wrath 
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wrarh or itialice took any part, and that the at- 
tempt was grounded ih a pure defign of reforma- 
tion; but, as 1 believe, it feldbm, if ever, was 
feen, that this mode anfwers ; if another man^s 
fault cannot be mended without the Tide of bUr 
o\vn tranfgreffion, it is better tha:t oric Ihbuld (iii 
than both : So that if an aggreflbr is not to be 
foflrendd by gentle means, we Wiift be cautious not 
to urge him by uncharitable expreffions, and there*. 
by imitate his own infirmity; if we can pacify him 
by fubmiflion, it is a duty to fubmit, and if not, 
it is ftill better to bear evil, than commit it; to 
fpeak well, than frovi^rdly ; for to return good for 
evil proceedeth from the fpirit of God, but to ren- 
der railing for railing is the produce of a contrary 
fpirit. And after all, not to be able, in any cafe, 
to rule one's anger, argues confiderable infirmity 
of mind, and refembles more the temper of a wo* 
rnan, or a child, than the man of refolution, s^nd 
vigorous rcafon. To check paflion, and defpife 
the injuries and follies of our enemies, difcovers 
a firm and manly temper ; befides, he who pof- 
feffes that greatnefs of mind, ^as not to retaliate 
the wrongs he has received, will convince the 
world that he was cruelly injured; whereas, on 
the other hand, he who by a fretful, and injudi- 
cious conduct, contributes to prolong the variance, 
hurts his own caufc by affording fufpicion that 
his adverfary is in the right. The malevolent 
forenefs that ufually prompts men to revenge evil, 
affords fome proof that they are faulty themfelves, 
at leafl by encouraging the endeavour they will , 
ultimately become fo, and while they think to pu-» 
nifti the error pf others, they thereby both demon- 
strate and augment their own^ 

There are other excufes which the wilfully con- 
tentious are apt to advance to defiend their impa- 
tiei^t difpofition ; but thefe, and the remaining ob- 
fcrvationi? which naturally arife froni a more 

P ^ thorough 
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' thorough conlideration of the fubjeft, may be de- 
ferred to another opportunity. For the prefent, 
let us give praife and glory to God, for every 
means of learning the various duties of our fta- 
tion, and for all his other undcferved ixjercies 
through Jefus Chrift: to whom^ with God the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, beafcribed, as is moft 
due, all power, and dominion, for ever and ever^ 
Amen. 
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DISCOURSE XVI. 



A fecond Dijcourje againfi Cmttntion. 



. . Titus 111. 9. 

* 

Avoid Contentions. 

TWE, pernicious efFefts of ftrife in generaT, and 
efpecially of that kind which is too apt to 
arife from difputes upon religious fubjecfts, were 
fully fetforth in theformerdifcourfe. We come now 
to a further confideration of fome other excufes 
which are commonly made by thofe, who cither 
through weaknefs or inclination, give way to a 
conterttious fpirit. 

' Good words and kind adlions, fay they, are be- 
llowed in vain upon an enemy that abounds with 
malice and perverfenefs ; they d^ferve it not. Now 
in a religious light, the contrary is the truth ; for 
the lefs deferving our opponent is, the more ^re 
we approved of God, for a patient and forbearing 
conduA ; the-raore are we cominended of Chrift, 
for whofe fake we fhduld render good for evil, after 
his example ; and becaufe he hath fo commanded, 
and exacts by his fufferings for usj^ that we fhduld 
obey him in all things. 

If thy neighbor hath offended by the moft inju- 
rious conduct, remember in how many refpedls, 

by 
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hj word and deed, thou haft moft grievoufly of- 
fended the Lord thy God. What was man, when 
Chrift left the glory of his Father to Jie for him ? 
Was he not his enemy ^ and quite unworthy of fuch 
gracious mercy ? and ftilU with what patience, 
gentlenefs, and long fufFering doth he bear with 
us, although we daily and moft grofsly provoke 
his juft difpleafure ? -In this view then, the worft 
trefpafles a neighbor can commit againft us, muft 
feem light, and it is pofitively neceffary for us to 
forgive them^ that Chfift may forgive the many 
thoufand we are continually committing againft 
hitn ; for if we truly forgive each other, then may 
we humbly truft that God will pardon us, who are 
fuch heavy debtors to his juftice, A charitable 
franfie of mind affords the fureft hope that wc may 
be found objeds of the divine favor. How can wc 
dare expecS: that God will finally, prove merciful to 
us, if we continue cruel towards our brethren? 
\Vhat bafenefs does itdifcover, to. deny that favor 
to a fellow creature, which God beftows on us, who 
at the very bejl are moft unworthy and unprofita- 
ble fervants ! Docs it not behove one finner to 
forgive another; when Chrift, who knew no fin, 
' yet prayed his Father for them, who contrary to 
juftice^ humanity, and mercy, moft defpitefully 
flew him? Who wheh he was reviled, anfwered 
not again ; and. when, he fuftered wrongfully, did 
Xioi threaten, but refigned all judgment tp the Fa- 
ther, who judgeth truly. And why boatteft thou 
of .thy chief, of belonging to Chrift, if thou labor 
not to be in the body, to belong to his ihurth, a$ 
his chofen fervants ? We muft not pretend to be 
members of Chrift unlefs we ftrive to imitate his 
example* .Mark the meeknefs with which the 
prophet defcribes his fufF(^ring I He was Jed as a 
lamb to the flaughter, hfc opened not his mouth to 
reproach,^ but prayed for his murderers, Jaying 
Father y forgive them, for they know not what they do* 

They 
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They are ignorant of the burthen of their guilt, and 
the real ueceifity of my facrificc, who now fall for 
the rife of many. Part of this glorious example, 
the blefled martyr Stephen did afterwards imitate 
at his death ; as likewife did St. Paul, in this con-* 
fedion, I Cor. iv, 12, 13. Being drfamed^ we in^ 
treat ; being reviled^ we blefs ; being ferficuted^ we/uffer 
it ; confirming his dodrine by his pradice. If 
our Lord commands us to do well by our enemies, 
furcly it behoves us to J^eak well of them. This 
is the fpirit of true humility, .that actuates all 
God's faithful fervants. We read of David, that 
when Shimei abufed him in moft provoking terms, 
inftcad of returning his reproaches he replied, in 
the moft patient manner, So let him curfe^ it may bi 
the Lord will look upon my afflidiion^ and requite me good for 
bis curftng this day i a Sam. xvi. 1%. Even profane 
hiftory abounds with inftances of men that havct 
fufFered the moft reproachful language and injurir 
ous adions, with exemplary meeknefs. It iaf 
faid of (Lyfander,) a famous Greek, that upon 
jjeing moft grofsly infulted by fome virulent 
enemy, he only anfwered ; " Proceed, fpare 
not, reproach your utmoft, and leave out nothing, 
rather than fail by this means todifcharge that bur- 
then of malevolence which ptherwife may burft 
tjiee." 

Many are ready tofpeak evil of men in general, 
from an uphappy difinclination to fee good in 
any ; and to this difpofition the Wife Man here 
mentioned, attributes the flancjer heaped upon hin^ 
by his enemy. He places it to a natural weaknefs^ 
and unworthincfs of mind, which judgment lowers 
the injury of the abufe. We are told of (Pericles,) 
another celebrated Grecian, that when a very abu- 
fiv(? fellow had moft violently reproached him,, he 
remainecl quite unconcerned, and retired intq a 
gallery to avoid him. Afterwards towards night, 
^hen the railer foilo^ed hini home, ajfid rofe in hi^ 



\ 



1 

2a6 ^be Homilies of the Church of England. 

abufe, in proportion to the contempt he had ex- 
perienced, the only notice he could provoke (from 
rericles) for all his infolence, was very different 
from what might be expeded ; for Pericles being 
arrived at his own door, called to his fervants 
to take a torch, (it being a very dark night) and 
light the railer fafe to his own houfe. He not only 
endured the wrong moft patiently, by making ho 
reply, but even rendered good for evil to his moft 
bitter enemy. The perfons who exhibited fuch a 
Angular greatneft of mind, we muft obferve, were 
heathens. Surely it is a fevere rebuke againft the 
profeffors of chriftianity, to be out-done by unbe- 
lievers ; and in an article that particularly diftin- 
guifhes the followers of the humble Jefus. Shall it 
be faid that philofophy enabled them to exercife 
more patience than God's holy w:ord can produce 
in us ? Shall mere natural reafon accomphih bet- 
ter things, than pure religion ? Shall the wifdom 
of 7nan infpire aftions, to which the moft heavenly 
do<5lrines have failed in leading us ? What blind- 
nefs, perverfenefs, or rather madnefs is this ! We 
fee a pagan, though fo highly incenfed by the moft 
outrageous language, makes no reply ; whereas, 
how often docs it happen, that they who boaft the 
n2imt oi chriftians , are ready on the flighteft pro- 
vocation to fly, and rave like madmen 1 Again, it 
is the unhappy temper of too many, to magnify the 
fmalleft trifle into ferious ftrife ; and from a little 
fpark, to fpread a ruinous flame. Inftead of re- 
ceiving things in the very worft light that they will 
bear, how much more noble, and truly like achrif- 
tian, it would appear ; how nearer would it ap- 
proach the precept and pattern of our blefled Maf- 
ter, to reafon in fome fuch manner as the follow- 
ing, upon any exceptionable treatment from our 
neighbour ? not aggravating, but offering fome 
excufe for his infirmities. For example, " Perhaps 
his words w^ere the effedt of fuddcn pafiion, or 

intern- 
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intemperance, proceeding from the advice of fomc 
falfe friend, and not the didates of his own heart; 
or they might be uttered under ignorance of the 
truth, and the real chara<5ter they attacked, and 
therefore were not aftualiy levelled againft nte, but 
fuch a perfon as I had been reprefented tohirx}.*' — O 
how would this foften much provoking ufage, and 
check mifunderftanding in fociety 1 

But in regard to evil fpeaking in genera-1, it would 
fupply a valuable remedy, if they who are difpofed 
to fall into this • vice, would firft examine them-r 
fehesy how clear they ftand of thofe particular errors 
they readily attach to other people. It is unpar- 
donable to point out and condemn thofe faults in 
others, of which we ourfelves are evidently guilty ; 
and, perhaps, of greater. How unwarrantable and 
ungracious would it be for one blind man to reproach 
a fellow fufferer with the fame misfortune; and yet 
more culpable muft it appear, for one that was en^ 
iirely blind, to except againft i&/j infirmity, who had 
a fmall Ihare of fight only : this would be truly to 
complain of the «i^/tf in our brother's eye, while we 
laboured under the obftrudiorx of a beam in our 
own. 

Another confideration, that fhould help to leflen 
a tendency to this evil habit, is this, that they who 
accuftom themfelves to fpeak ill of others, will in 
their tiirn experience the fame treatment* He who 
giveth loofe to his tongue in this article, maybe 
obliged to hear very unpleafant things of himfelf : 
and as a further reftraint, it may be ufefiil to attend 
to our Savior's declaration, in the xiith chap, of 
St. Matthew, 36thvcrfe, That for every idle word that 
menfp€4iky they Jhall give zin account thereof in the day ef 
judgment I and confequently all bitter and llanderous 
xxpreflions that may occafion anger, and fin in our 
brethren, or which are defigned to do them wrong, 
will receive proportionable and heavier puniftiment. 
And with refpedl to the fault of an aggravating an^ 
: ^ ' .. 2 ' _ fwer^ 
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• S^^y we muft not imitate the refcntful behaviof oK 
\ others, however highly provoked by their mifcon- 

i dud: in this particular. We fliould confider that 

\ anger is a kind of madnefs; that he who carries 

pallion to fuch a length as to fubduc his reafvny may 

be driven to utter that, in this ftate of wcaknefs, for 

: which he will ever afterwards be forry. And 

• fliould any one objed:, that paflion differs eflentially 
r from madnefs, becaufe to the former, reafon is yet 

at band'i then let him ^rgut thus with himfelf when 
angry, if he poffeiTes fuch a power: ** I am now 
fo warm, as to fee and think differently from what 
^ill be the cafe fome Ihort time hence ; let me be 
cautious, therefore, of faying any thing ww, which 
hereafter, when I could heartily wifh it, can neither* 
be unfpoken or repaired: why Ihould I fo behave 
myfdf under this guft of pafTion, as when I am 
calm again, will forely vex me ? I will call in rea- 
fon and religion^ and apply to Chrift to help in this 
extremity ; that I may obtain at prefent, what time 
and reflexion will convince me is defirable and 
right*.*' 

But it may be faid, there are attacks upon our re- 
putation, which it is fcarce poffible to avoid refent- 
ing; ^fr//»f chriftianity will fupply us with a reme- 
dy, even under thefe affaults. If any one be called a 
drunkard, an extortioner, an adulterer, or fuch like 
opprobrious names ; let him firft confider ftrioujly^ 
how far true or falfe the charge may be : if in any de- 
gree juft, furely this fhould urge him to mend his 
ways, that his enemy may no longer pofFcfs the 
fmallefl right tobrand him with fuch crimes. If the 

* It is rddom found, I believe, th-at men, under the influence of 
violent paifion, have recolledion to put fuch qoeflions to themfelves; 
bnt if they do, and yet receive no valuable convi^ion, fo as to re« 
tain the power of their anger, it is an indifputable proof of the 
efie6ls of this diforderof the mind, and a fuftcient argument that 
neither reafon, nor religion, much le(s the aid of divine grace, has 
any fliarc in its operation, when thus diftntbed. 

charge 
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charge be groundlcfs, let him again reflcft^ whether 
he hath at any time given reafbn to htfufpe£fedoi{\xQ\\ 
things, tlvit fo he may remove the fufpicion which 
caufed the flander, and live more cautipufly in 
tirpe to conrie. If a man ads thus, he will receive 
no real injjury, but rather benefit, by the reproach 
of his enemies; for it may happen the feverity of 
hatred will have greater efFed on fome, to reform 
their lives, than the kind and gentle admonition of 
z friend. There is a memorable ftory of a celebrat- 
ed prince, in ancient times (Philip king of Mace- 
don,) who on being heavily reproached by the rulers 
of his city, inftead of fhewing refentment* at their 
boldnefs, he thanked them heartily^ becaufe their 
fevere rebukes enforced a change of manners, " for 
now, laid he, I ftudy both my words and affions, in 
order to prove them liars." 



TH^ THIRD PART. 

In this fecond divifion of the difcourfe, due 
pains have been employed, to teach you in what 
jifianner you may profitably condud yourfelves to- 
wards fuch people^ as incline to a fpirit of conten- 
tion, and revenge themfelves by fcandal, for the 
affronts they fuppofe are offered them. The rule 
of fcripture is to be our principal guide in all fuch 
conflids; if we coniult this attentively and fincerely, 
it will never fail to render us fuperior to the aflaults 
of the moft malevolent and injurious abufe. To 
complete what has been already delivered upon 
^is fubjedt, it may be ferviceable, in the third and 
laft place^ to fubjoin fome few diredions, by which 

we 
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jft may aflure a triumph over the moft virulent, 
enemy. 

Now the furefl method of difproving any flander, 
and of difgracing the author at the fame time, is 
fo to manage the general tenor of our lives, that all 
who are convinced of our integrity, may be ready 
to teftify that we are unworthily traduced. But 
Ihould it fo happen, that the nature of the calumny 
be fuch that we zrt^ compelled to reply in our own de- 
fence, then let the anfwer be mild^ and to this cffecfl : 
that the charge being falfe, Ihall be properly re- 
futed ; for nothing is more certain, than the Wife 
Man's obfervation in the xvth of Proverbs, ver. i. 
That afoft anfwer tumeth away wrath , (or reftraineth 
the utmoft virulence) whereas grievous words ftir^up 
anger, and increafe the malevolence of our adver- 
fary. Of this we havca c^fe in point; in i Sam, xxv. 
where we find Nabal's infolent anfwer to David's 
meflage provoked him to feek the fevereft revenge ; 
but the gentle and judicious condud of his com- 
panion was efFe(flual in changing his refolution, and 
preventing the mifchief that would have followed. 
The only remedy, therefore, againft all excefs and 
violence, whether of word or deed, is to arm our- 
felves with patience, meeknefs, and forbearance, left 
by fuffering one word to beget another, we inflame 
the inveterate difpofition of our enemy, and in the 
end becom.e as guilty as himfelf. 

But feme there are, undoubtedly, of fuch inflam- 
mable compofition, as not to be able to put up 
with any aftVont whatever. As fuch may perhaps 
be ready to wreft in their own defence what is faid 
in Pfov. xxvi. 5. that a fool Jhould be anfwered accord- 
ing to his folly ; but this is only to be underftood in 
particular cafes, for the preceding verfe ad vifes quite 
the contrary ; and for this very reafon, Left thou alfo 
he like unto him ; for as coals are to burning coals, fo is a 
icntenticus man to kindle ftrife. But we have the exam- 
ple of our BleflTcd Lord himfelf to direft us in this 

matter; 
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•ftiatter^ whd judged it not expedient to ahfwe^ 
every evil faying that was advanced againft him* 
When he was flandered )vith the title of Samaritan^ 
and vilified for the meannefs of his paretttage ; nay, 
vrhen even reproved as meriting the charad:er 
of zwineMbheTy and' the friend of fubluans ^nd^fl-^ 
^ers, he held his peace ; but when he was fo vilely 
calumniated as to be accufed of holding comn\u^ 
ni6h with evil fpirits 3 to this bafe charge we fihtl 
hin\ anfwering in earneft. So true it is^ there a^e 
Jedjons when it is becoming to oppofe reproach ;. and 
in this fenfe it i» we are to feceive the Wife Man*s 
words, that it is expedient to mjwer a fool according 
to his folly ^ left hejkcuid be "cvsff in his own conceit ; that 
is, left he lliould boaft a degree of credit for his un- 
worthy condudl, that might encourage him in his urt- 
wifepurfuits. Still, it is by no means neccfTary to take 
notice always of the fool's upbraidings, for fear of 
being tempted to partake of the fame qnjuftifiable 
fpirit ; but when the wrong that is defigned againft 
us i^ likely to involve othei^ in the fame danger, it 
then becomes expedient to be quick and ferious in 
the vindication. We have the example of many 
wife and holy men, who have occafionally attacked 
tyrants and wicked charaders, and defended their 
caufe in words of rhxich feverity ; but here wc are 
to rcmafrk, that this (hafrpnefs did not originate in 
any imivarraritable anger or malevolence, but folely 
in the pure defird to lead thofe very perfons to the 
the knowledge of God, and by the force of their 
rebukes; to turn theiti from' their evil ways. For 
/exj^mple, it was iA this cordial zeal for the refor- 
mation of mankind, thstt St* John the Baptift called 
the pharifees a generation of vipers ; and that Su 
Paul feproached the Galatians wittifoolififfiefs, and the 
Cretiam with falfehood ; Tthcy are always liars^ faid he, 
evil be^fts, ftow-^bellies^ Til. i. 12. that is, to an ex- 
treme' readirtefs for falfehood, tbey added both 
fiercenefs of manrtersy idknefs, arid intemperance, 
Vot. I. ^ Q^ Again, 
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Again, 16 falfc apoftles he gives the name of dog*^ 
and crafty workmen ; and he enjoins his difciple 

'Titus to rehukefuch Jbarfly^ that they may quit thcfe 
evil difpofitions, and become^««^ in the faith,. Nor 
can the juftice of this zeal be queftioned, fince we 
have the pofitive example of Chrift himfelf to coun- 
tenance the praiftice. He,, who was the fountain o^ 
all patience> gentlenefs, and goodnefs, was fome- 
times induced to treat the obftinate fcribes and pha- 
rifdes with cutting feverity; he calls them blind 
guides^ decevverSt fools ^ painted Jepulcbres^ hypocrites ^ 4md 

Jerpents ; a corrupt and wicked race of men. And he 
rebukes with vehemence and power in this com- 
mand, Get thee behind mCySatan^ Further, St. Paur& 
reproof of Elymas the forcerer, fupplies an in- 
fiance of much Iharpnefs, Ads xiii. lo, ii. O full 
of fubtlety and all mif chief ! thou child of the devil! 
tboH enemy of all right eoufnefs ! wilt thou not ceafe to per '^ 
vert the right ways of the Lord ? And nowy lo ! the 
band of the Lord is upon thee ; and thou fbalt be blind, 
and not fee for a time. In this fame fpirit of zeal wc 
find St. Peter condemning Ananias, Ads v. 3. 
Why bath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghefi? 
The fame pious temper hath alfo wrought fo pow- 
erfully in fome good men, as to urge them to feverity 
of anions as well as words; to do things which 
might carry the appearance of cruel Iharpnefs, 
though in truth they were moft juft and charitable 
exertions ; not proceeding from a fpirit of ftrife or 
malice, but aduated by a pure defirc to promote 
God's glory, and deftroy the works of fin ; an4 
they were like wife juftified, as being done by per- 
fons particularly called to the office of reforma-* 
tion. 

It was under the influence of this holy relent- 
,ment, that our blefled Lord made a fcoui^e of 
cords, to drive the buyers and fellers from the tem- 
ple. That Mofes brake the tables that he had rcr? 
ccived from God's own hand, when he faw the ido- 
latrous 
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latrous IfracHtes dancing about the m6lten calf; 
ahd that he caufed fo great a number of the people 
to be'deilroyed for that offence. And governed by 
a ftrong deiire of maintaining reverence to God's 
pure commandment, Phineas, the fon of Eleazar^ 
thruft Zimri and Cozbi through the body, when 
they were detedteddn an ad: of wilful difobedience 
to the law *. 

But this is rather a digreilion ; let nt therefore 
return to the more immediate fubjedt of the dii« 
courfe, which is to difcourage and corredt, as much 
as poiliblej a habit of unguarded and contentious 
fpeaking. Let us keep in mind what St. James 
fays upon this fault, that where envying and ftrife 
is, there is confufion, and every evil work. And 
Solomon direc^ts us alfo to the mod profitable 
choice, in this judicious obfervation. Pro v. xx. 3. 
^hat it is an honor for a man to ceqfe from ftr^e^ hut 
every fool will be meddling. And in truth, the vice 
againft which the text exhorts, is fo very defpica- 
ble in itfelf, and injurious to fociety, that the legi'* 
ilature hath judged it expedient to provide laws to 
reform its pradice ; and to appoint peculiar pu<« 
nilhments for all flanderers and revilers : and pity 
it is that fuch as Ufe themfelves to fpread dif^ 
cord and trouble in the community, pf which they 
are unworthy members, did not more often fuf- 
fer the difgrace that is fo juflly due to their 
mifcondudl. 

To conclude, as thefe fad effedls do naturally floW 
from correfponding evil caufes, let us ftrive to de- 
llroy the main roots as niuch as poflrble, and then 
the noxious fhoots which ipring up may be more eafily 

* It is almoft needlef» to- obferve, that thefe examples are pot 
propofed as lawful foi: ofty man to imitate^ they are confined alone 
to a parcicalar period of facred hiftonr, and to charaders that 
Urere exprefsly appointed to watch over the purity of the people* and 
the honor of God's laws, and to whom iuch fower wufofittv^l^ 
d<{uttd. 

QL kept 
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|(ep( iifidtf f Hchi^ 9II ftrif; and variance originate in 
pridf an4 vftin. glory; Z>^ usy thereforey bumble ourjehm 
%n/ipr tj^ m^ty^4find of Gihi^ ivbo hatbprofmfedto exalt us 
V^. ^ iiVf* Sf we wcHiId prove ourfelves good and 
po^^ble chrif^i^na, Ut it appear both iaour fpeech 
f n4 aftiontt If we have really refolvcd to have no 
5?MnBmunicati0n with the kvil okb, kt us efpeci- 
ally avoid his wajs^ for slandbrir \% the very in- 
ter^rf Ifttiw of his name/ K any, therefore, have^ 
befn^addi^^d to an abufive, quarretfome turn, let 
Jiini berc^ft^jr ftudy to be more fober minded. He 
who hath been fpiteful and maUciOiUs, kt him 
^hanige his courfe of life without delay. Whofo- 
^yerlaave fomnterly accuflomed themfetves to any 
kind of railing or evil fpeaking, let them diligently 
^ojBCt fpiritual advifers of better things; and 
fmpjoy the tongue in future in^ cultivating difcrete 
and honeft language. Let alt hinernefs^ and wratb^ 
Ofnd c^fWH^y i^nd evil /peaking be pui Ofway-fi^em. yoUf 
wiik ;«tf . m4li<e^ If it be pbflible, avoid anger in 
a^y d^rofi bpt if you cannot entirely conquer 
5j,^Jfugal difpo^tion to warmth and paffion, ftrive 
to ko^p it within bounds,' that it may not lead you 
^ adj^ of animofity and ibul reproaching. Keep 
in niiftd the Apoftk'a adaionition, If ye be angry ^ Jiff 
mii let. npt the fun go dawn iep(m your wraib ; and as the 
Pfalmift advife«,^W ikait^e', be upon your guards 
that youj warmth, of temper hurry you not too far ; 
to experience the efFefts of natural infirmity may be 
unavoidable, bat our chriilian diuty is to prevent its 
leading ust into jBn., Should yoa, therefore, be at 
3^iy tim^ provpk^d,: by the bitter language of other 
men, air^m you cielve&^itb patience, gentknefs, and 
filence ; get out of the way of temptation to retali- 
a;te ; or if you doir^plyA kt it be an anfwer tKat 
ftial I rather ten^ to k)&<?^/^ than to /tf/t the flame. 
Qvercmc evil ivitb good^ and abpvje all things covet 
ge^i^je ajrtd friendflup- with one another; ftudy t?o 
promote concord and quietncfs, not to difturtt 
' ^ .1 >^ * . them; 
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them ; and then there is no doubt but that God^ 
the author of all comfort, will grant us peace of 
confcience, and fuch a defire of brotherly love^ 
that with both heart and tongue we ihali join 
to glorify God in all things ; who is the Father 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the prince of love and 
peace : to whom, be all praife and power, for ever 
And ever. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE XVII. 



Ofpbe Right Ufe of the Church or Tmpk (fGod^ mi if 

the Reverence due to it. 



Psalm xviii. part of the 6th vcrfc. 

*He beard my voice out of bis temple^ ana my ery 

came befort him» . 

EVERY truly religious perfon muft acknow* 
ledge the great bleffing of having a regular 
place of worfliip, wherein to ferve their Maker in 
peace; with all the additional advantages pfpro« 
priety, decency, and re vtrence. And if this fcr- 
vicc is further fupported by an eftablifhment^ 
founded upon Scripture authority, and fdeded and 
adminiftered by perfons duly trained in the ftudy 
of the facred volume, fo as to render it an eafy 
and profitable exercife of religious duty ; there is 
great reafon to rejoice before the Lord, in the midft' 
of his temple, and to render us ready to adore and 
magnify hh holy name. Now this gracious pro- 
vifion, and thefe valuable advanta^es^ it hath 
pieafed God, by the providential diredion of 
events, and the happy termination of various revo«- 
lutlons, to fettle peaceably in this land. But, as 
notwithftanding all thefe marks of Divine favor and 
indulgence in this moft important article of our* 

0^4 livcs^ 
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lives, there appeareth in thcfe times, a great neg- 
led: and contempt, in many people, of coming at 
all to church, in order to ferve their heavenly Fa- 
ther, accf rdvnfl to t;heir t>pUinflQn duty; jind as too 
xtiany, tv^en They are affembjed for this folemn 
purpofe, inflead of fhewing humility and reverence, 
do behave thcmfelves fo improperly, and unlike 
pBrfons;havi{ig the fear of God before their eyes, ^ 
to make us appn^beod the jull wrath of heaven may 
be provoked, and fome heavy fcourges be prcr 
paring for this grievous offence, and the many other 
heavy fins which are daily and hourly committed 
againft the Lord*; It therefore appears incumbent 
upon us, for the relief of our confcience, and that 
we may efcape the gen^^ral infliilions that rpoflibly 
await usj to cttnfiaef 'well Uhat is contained ii^ 
God's holy word, concerning this very ferious fub- 
j^aft; vtb' which J would ret^ueft your earfteft attcn--' 
tion, as being an artick that equally and ferioufly 
affecfts you all. 

. {t i$'$i^<; tha^tbc qtera^l add iiuj«rnprohenfitoJf 
M^jefty «f Gpd, the migfaty Lewd of aU, i^i^^^Ji^, 
il h k^av^^i 0Ad tke emb hii fidffioojf^) cj|nttotj<be in- 
cJ^^. mmnplcs and hriufcs. made .with h»RtH> a^ 
pl^<3e8 c^lblr ofcontaining bis.drira(i mt)cfl!y ./JbU 
is clc^rly.exprefftd in the Ixvitb cha|)ter«f Jfakah, 
*ft vfrfe, %% aiib by the dp^ciofC pf St, S«eplteaand 
St. Jp^ul,in the AiSUof th^ Appittesi and'ihp word^ 
pf JS^Og ^o\9mon confirm, the famiCj t Jtijoga viii, 
ct7* wbo fbws expreifts himfclf (even afeectWing 
bui4t ptt^ f^e lA)rd,oneof the sgk>^ glooiftu^ teinplcs 
th^t VM fiv^ fccn) BiiA miU GQd ,i»dee4' dmll m ^j^ 
earih? 'kdhQH the keauuen, and the k^en ef.he^tmnx ummt 
fffiWn tkee^ bm ^ucb Ufi'tbis hnfe which Ikave^Jmi^^ 
p^' . Ag^V?* l^P humbly excfajins in another pbx:€, 
X Ghron. ii. ^. Ht^'ha ^ I then that IJ&oM tmid hm on 
ifiufe? But for thij pufpofe is It madc> xh^x thou 
Jti^yeil ri^^rd the pi^^yer of thy fcrvaots, and their 

IVUI^bile CupjpUicsUiioiU' Msfireidi offered to tIsuES. A^« 
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tcrthcfe juft acknowledgments of man's iqcom-»^ 
petcncy to fuch a-wprk, much left, mod certainly,, 
may <mr cburches (fo very inferior in point of fplen^ 
dor and cxpcnce} be reckoned meet dwelling places 
for the, Iv^A High : Doubtlefs the particular 1 
temples wherein God mpft dflight/s^th to aweU> ara 
x)it minds ViX\^ l^odies of all hi| faithful fervants» 
as is clearly fluown in i Cor. iii* 16^ xy. where 
tl?9 Apoftle tbu§ delive^-s ;his truth : Knf^w ye not 
that y 4 ^€ the tevffle of God, and that the Jfirit of G^d. 
dv^eUetb in you ? ff My mt^n d^e the temple of Qod^ 
him wiH Gcd ^l^oy^for the temple of Qod is holy^ which 
temple ye are. And in another part. of the fame. 
cj>iJJle he ^ddetb, i Cor., vi. i a, ,29, Know ye not 
tMtyour bo4y is t^e temple of the tJoly Ghofi^ which is, 
i^yp^y whom ye have of God, and that ye are mt your, 
osjfu, foT^ y^. are bqught with a price? Glorify fber^orc 
God in your hody and in your, Jpirit^ which are Go4^s., 
And i;his f^e dpdtrine doi;h our bleffcd Lord him-» 
i^if maintain in.the.ivch of, St. John's Gofpel/ 23^. 
^'h^-wha warfhif^jbe Fath^ in ffirit aifd in truth, ia 
yvh^tiocvcf plfce they do 4t, they adore and ferve 
fym p^o.pcr>ly,,for the Fathjsr Jeeketh fuch to, worfbip 
^m^ For Gcd is ajpirit (faith our %2Lsioyxr) yOUfidthey 
tixH ^orjhip him, mufi worjhip him. in^irit^and in truth *. 
K9thi&g« haweverj that hath been here advanced 

dpth 

♦ - - • 

• It may be profitable ia this place to corifider the pure drift of 
our Lord's difcourfe. It was addreffed to a Samaritan woman^ on' 
her inquiry concerninfi; the preference of the two difierent places of 
^lOi^ aitendej t>7 t& j«ws and the- SaiaaritaAS* Tho fubjedt; o£ 
^qijc S^vjom's inftrtji^Uon was by no means; defigned to degrade the 
irvicc of ^ Tim^i.^, but neielv to declare the only sojit of 
^oqfliipthat ^9ta3 ir^iy valnable, either iier^^ or ^ayiobere elfii 
xqi^h kf^ do«s hfi give fandion to the Samaritan place of worihip 
^fhxfetxim tt> that of the Jews. In dcfcribing the pure natnre 
9J[c^i{ii»e worihip if> general, be (hows, that it muf^.have life and 
f^itt as well, as for^ pr it will prove tijel^fi* The Jews were apt 
t9> build arrogantly, and IgnoraAtly, on th^ valae of the//irc^, inde« 
jMftii?L%^qlitkt/piritwJit^ The Saoaiitaos^hiMi been e4u"' 

^^ ia S8MI fi0»(«litt»» a o4tlMWl fi Mahft Ul^this qpportumty <>£ 
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doth in the leaft derogate from the reverence cJtic' 
XoHtvt ^utward^ vifiblc church or temple, in which 
God*s' public fervice is performed. This is the 
f lace authorized by cuftomV and tji6 example both 
cff the ^Old and New Teftament, for the people of 
6od to aiFemble in, there to" hear his holy word- 
read^ tb caH upon, his name, and to render thanks 
ta him for his innumerable, and incxprefliblp 
Sicrcies . beftowed upon us; and wherein Hkewifc 
Wcare duly and truly to celebrate his Holy Sa- 
cratfients, in thie lincere performance of which 
iervites, the trae worfhipping of God doth now 
confift. ,. ' 

This fairf church or temple, therefore, being 
Cilled tile hotife of the Lord^ on account of the par- 
ticular homage therein paid to him, imd of the 
fcopes of receiving that heedful portion of his hea- 
Tenty grace, wherewith he hath prbmifed to blefs 
his people therein affemblcd: for thefe reafons, 
all who are ftridly religious arc bound to aiteni 
thtshoufe or Temple of God, at the duly appmnted 
times of fervice, and on no account to abfent them- 
felves, unlefs compelled by ficknefs, or fonie bthec 
reafonable excufe. And they who fo far perform 
this very incumbent duty of coming xronftant-, 
ly'to church,^ muft not reft fatisfied with tht 
mere outward appearance of doing right, but they 
xnuft forther remember, to be moft careful of their 
iebaviour, there, to ferve their Maker with all hu- 

iefting ri^t as to the effente of their devotions* He objedte to hth 
for afcribing anv fuperftitious benefit to the /ar/rriK&r place of thdr 
worfhip, in thefe words : The hour cometh ivben ye J^l neiiber im 
this mountain y nor yet in Jerufaleniy 'worjhip the Father. Our blefied 
lAafter appears here to tolerate them in coniideration of their natio- 
nal prejudice^ and on condition of their /»r//f o( intention ; bat had 
they been bred under the Jewifli eftablifliment^^ and difcovered an 
inclination for any other favourite ffot for their devotions^ it is not . 
probable he would have licenfei their partiality ; this his own prac« 
lice warrants us to {uppofe, becauie it is exprefsly written of livn^ 
That he rverJa9ight-i/ifie*SyhagogMe anditkWe TsMfLS..; • - ' 

^ mility 
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mility and reverence, that they majr not afford anjr 
caufe of fcofiing to the ^in-fayers, or bring dii** 
grace upon the general congregation of God's peo- 
ple. 

* Having fet forth this duty in gencml tcvti\%, it it 
ptfoper I ihoutd now convitici you hoiilr exprefsly it 
is fupport^d by various paflfages of holy writ. And 
iirft, as to the place itfelf: It is manifefffrom fcrip- 
ture> that the church is called (as in (ruth it is) the 
Ibufe'of God, and Tefj^le of the Lbitji: Be thai 
fiiQemt$h iy.the tempk, (faith our. Saviour) xxiiid. 
Mat. 1!. Jwearetb by 1/, and by him that dweUeth 
/j^«0i (meaning God the Father) ;- and in ^at 
Tenft'it is confidered as the habitation 6f the Moft 
High',' he further plainly difclofes in'St. John lii 
i6. Mn^not my Faiber^s boufe an boitfe of merchant 
i/m. The prophet David likeWife kffixes the 
iame exalted title to -it, and thus exprefles himfdf 
in'mftny of his -holy pJalms ; faying,* Pf. v. 7; I 
wiii enter into tbine^boufe in tbi tnuliitudioftiy merctest 
yf. xxvi. 8. / have loved the habitation oftiy boufe r 
Again, Pf. xxix. 9. In his temple doth every one Jpeak 
€f^ his gkry : In thy fear will I worft^ in, thy boff 
tempUi V. 7. Sometimes the place of public wor*- 
j[hip'is called iht: tabernacle of the Lord, at other 
times his San^uaty, both which terms fignify the 
fame, as the Holy Houfe, dr Place of the Lordt 
-Ag4n it is likewifc called the Hxmft of Prefer, by 
<wmch title Solomon particularly defcHbes it> as 
wehave fcen before, 2 Chrori. and the prophet 
Ifaiah, in the infpired words of God himfclf, fpeaks 
thus- in chap. Ivith. ver. 7. My boufe fhall be taUei 
^heHoufi of Prayer for all people. It is remarkable 
aifo, that our moft BleflTed Saviour moil pointedly 
appropriates the temple to this ufe^ in three diffe* 
rent parts of the gofpels ; firft, he, employs this 
very language of the prophet in his corredion of 
thofe who prdaned the courts of the temple* 
Mat. xxi. 13. JjB the psrable of the Riarifee and the 

Publican, 
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^ubUcafi, Lvk^ ^.^i^- ^9* he tells us tY^^xtwomm 
tkmi tip inio \Hte^4p, f^^yi ^^^ >n Luke ii. 57^ 
j^ic read of 4t99^ >^1^^ propbetefsi who dei^rted not 
lyom the ^emple^ but Jcrvtd God there in fafting, md 
fr^iTy i^bt and <%, or as '\t fli^y, hp interpreted^ 
jMras confts^nt.^t the morning a^d evening fervice 
pi the Tempts. In the A(^s of the Applies it is 
iUfo writteufi that Petett and John wpH up Jntaiie 
Stenifle at^ tihchp^ cf prayer i ^nd it is mentilVipd in 
A&s irxiL ii7^ that \vhen the Lord JefOS sippeaced 
to $t. It^aulV.h^'^^ in the ad of pricing in the ^euh 
fie^. Now^ as when it i^ {iAidyour ^edie^, are the-ieu$^ 
fiff rf God^ it U fpoken chicfty of each particular 
jp^er^Q^ in.w^d purity^ of the. fervice or devotion 
of the 4ieartj{ and not 'in any d^He^ fio jower the 
iieceffi^y of public worfliip ;; ^and, as ivk aU proper 
places pr^yei; may be pfe^d. by, the godly privately, 
toce (^hriil reconiaiends*tausr,/0 ^^fy te mr^FMber 
-in Yecret ; fa it is moft. ccitaini that the chureh i$ 
the b^comijRgi ^d appoi^ted place fi>r dll. pUdk 
adoration*, . v 

\ That i^ i& in an efpecial maiiner fuited to the con** 
•Tcniences; pf general ;thaak%iving unt^iGod for 
liU inwifpijd bleiiings and bene&ts, is moJSckarly 
iliown^ in tjHcrlsUter part of the Gofpd odSt^ Lulci^, 
aiid f he l^gi^ij^g of the Ac^s^ where welhid tto 
thcapoftl^^a^nd doTciples^. afder the: \j^^'&:^SiUtx^ 
ilon. cminueddaity with one acmd in the Impie^ praf^ 
jfug W2d Uelling,Ged: and thai; > the ehuit;b 19 alio 
xhe place whqre ^he holy facrak^M^ntss are particular'* 
ly to be adxak^iiiredy muft. be abundantly des^ to 
'ail converiajEit with lacred. hiljtoxy. Thus. far em 
part of the ri^t ufe of the Houfe or TempJe of 
God hath h^^i>; moft ptamif proved :by and from 
lioly icripture. , I ihalL now pfpc^ed to ihew, tha^ 
it is alfo^.the prppcreft place wherein the jmr^ word 
of Gpd oiight t(> t>e read and t4fugh^; ana that the 
pcopile are bound to refort thtftiMor r^vdarly i and 
i^is i^ a t;rotb:|l^t.is:efiiiaUy w^^^ 
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' We read in the m\x\\ tff the fii€ts, vcr. 5, that 
Pa^l and ^Barnabas fi^eacbid the word 6f Gdd in thi 
^^^l^ig'ft^i^orchurchesof thejews, ^Saiamis; andalfo 
1 Ath and 15th veffc, that when they eartie to An-. 
tioch, they entered m the Jabhath^day kffo thd/ynagogtw 
* emdjat down % and after the leffon^ &r reading rf It^ 
ima> and the prof heis^ the rukrs of the ten^lefint ut9t^ 
tbem,/aying ; ye men and hrethfen, if ye have any word 
ef exhortation for thefeofle^fay on. Then Paul flood up, 
and having with bis hand t6 bejpeak ftk^ey jpoke at 
ftiiows.z Te men of Jfrael, and ye that fear God^ |iW 
audience. He then proceeded to preach a fermc^ 
to them from the fcripture, the heads of iK^htchi arc 
there fet down. Further, in the xviith chapter, w<j 
alfo find that St. Paul, when he was at Theflalo- 
nica, where was a fynagogue of the Jews, wcne 
(as his manner was) and preached Chrift unto thetn, 
confirming his^ doctrine out of the (eriptures i And 
in the xvth chapter, St. Jamei likcwife being af- 
fembled with his feliow apollles, eftabliihes thid 
praftice in thefc words :21ft. For Mofes of otdtime^ 
bath in every city them that preach him *, being read in. 
the fynagogue ^ or church, every fabbatb-day. From all 
thefe palTages we may obferve^ tha% it was ciif^ 
ternary among the jfews, to read the Holy Scripr- 
tures in the houfe of God on the fabbath-day, and 
that fermons were alfo delivered upon them: Surely 
it is nolefs expedient that God's word ftiould be 
read and expounded to us that are chrifiians, lit 
our churches, efpecially as our Savior Ghrift and his 
apoftles approv^ this moft godly and ufeful prac- 
tice, confirming the value of it by their own ex- 
ample. Numerous are the pafliiges in the hiftory 
of the Evangelifts, which inform us^ that Jefu^i 
' went round all 'Galilee, teaching in their fyna^ 
goguesj and preaching the Gofpcl of the king- 

, * By tbis expteflion is meant, they magnify his^ office as th6 
proplMst, and fcuvant of God, and do ^Ifo expound (for the ia^ 
llrudlton of the people^ %e.d6d^rine, *nd» precepts he delivered, hy ' 
fhejiuthorityt)f^hbcommiffion> from God, * 

dom. 
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dom. Some of the more particular inftanccs are 
thefe; I ft. We read in St. Luke iv. i6, 17* TJaf 
JefuSy as his €ufiom was% went into the/ynagogue qh the 
jMatb'day^ and that the hook of the prophet Ifaiah being 
delivered to him, he read a particular text therein^ ar^. 
then immediately delivered ajermon upon it. 2d. Again 
in the xtxth chapter, ver. 47, it is mentioned^ thai 
be taught daily in the temple. St. John* tells us in the 
yiiith chap. ver. 2. That Jejus tame again early in the 
morning into the temple^ and that all the people rejorted 
$mto kwn^ and that he/at down and taught them. 3d. 
And in the xviiith of the fame Apoftlc's Gofpel, 
ver. 20> our Sa,vior teftifieth before Pilate, that 
hejpoke openly unto the worlds and that he ever taught 
in the Synagogue and in the tempky whither the Jews 
always reforty and that in Jecret be had Jaid nothings 
From thefe feveral texts here quoted to afcertain 
|his point of the conftant and pious ufe of the 
temple or church> we may colled: the great dili- 
gence of our blelTed Lord and Mafter^ in teaching 
the word of God daily in his Father's houfe> ef- 
pecially upon thtjabbathi as alfo the readinefs of 
the people in afTembling conftantly to War him ^ 
and thereby an example of duty is furniihed both 
to minifters and their flock, to make every poffi- 
ble advantage of this holy place. The apofties 
followed the pattern of their divine Matter moft 
clofely, for we find in the vth of the AAs, that evert 
after they had been beaten publickly for the exer- 
cife of their office, and were commanded by the 
high prieft to fpeak no more in their Matter's 
name ; yet this had no effeift, but to increafe their ^ 
zeal for his fcrvice ; and they did not ceaje to enter 
the temple daily ^ and to teach and preach JeJus Cbrift* 
Many other inftances, both of their own fidehty, 
^nd the.attention of the people to their dodtrine, 
as well the veneration of the latter for the Houfe of 
God, are fully recorded in the facred volume. Iii 
what rcfpedt they held it, and what warmth of de- 
votion cxitted in thofe daysj is evident ffom this 

/ rcla- 
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rcktioti in Luke i. That wh^n Zacharias the 
prieft, and father of John the Baptiftj ivas facri- 
ficing within the temple, all the people remained 
praying in the outer courts *. And in chap. ii. 
it is {hewn, what long journies both men and wo^ 
men, and even children^ underwent in order that 
they might be prefent at the temple on the feaft* 
days, there to ferve the Lordt. The reverence 
paid on thefe folemn occafions, is memorable in 
the.example of Jofeph, the blefled Virgin, and our 
Lordhimfelf; whom they brought, (when yet a 
child J to do honor to that particular feafon. Bet- 
ter authority cannot be advanced. In (hort, if wc 
compare the frequent negligence in coming to the 
Houfe of God, and- the poor fervice there per- 
formed^ to the exemplary conduct above defcribed 
in all 'refpcds, we fhali find too great reafon to 
condemn the fhamefulfloth, and ungrateful negli- 
gence of many ; nay more, their downright con- a 
tempt of the Lord's Houfe, by coming there fo 

* This previous homage to the high objeft of their adoration, urat 
evidently to prepare themfelves better for approaching the inx^ 
courts of God's Hoafe, where his prefence and aid is promifed to 
all in an efptcud manner, who i^proach him with holy nvirence 

f It is melancholy to obferve, that fo much is the true ipirit of 
ftodlinefs waxed cold, and the bleiling of a church negledled in our 
days, that many among ourfelves, however conveniently iituated 
for this pQipofe, can hardly be peif uaded to come to the Houfe of 
the Lord* Narrow and ungodly prejudice fhall keep many away 
merely from an obje^ion to the very name of church* The words 
of God are, Mj Houfe Jhall he called the Houfe of Prayer for all 
people* The true chriftian will ever principally conlider the obJeS'oi 
pii adoration, and not be withheld from any duty that feafonable op- 
portunity prefents, from an objedion to particular forms* As to 
'ourgreaty^^ days^ inftead of Aiewing a joyful zeal of a holy cafl, 
how frequently are thefe blefled feafons difgraced by feofual en- 
gagements! We not only neglect to ferve the Lord, but of^ 
offend and dt/honor him by diifolute idlenefs : whereas a very dif- 
ferent exa^efs is paid to the vain cuftom of our annual carnal 
feafts^ which if they happened even fiill more frequently^ many 
would furfeit at them, rather than keep away* Nor di(lance> nor 
weather, nor fcarc^ly any, impediment, is found to check a readi* 
%^%%QM,txA ax theft. * 

Jeldom 



±lp fbi Hmilies of the Church of England i ' 

JAionl^^ trhcn it \%{onedr: for in truth, fo fari^ ft 
from the pradtice of too many of us to come early 
in the morning, or to make any necejfary preparation 
in our minds, whik on the way ; or (in imitatioii 
of the reverend habit before recited) while wc are 
attending without fide its gates, that they difdain 
to enter its courts at all : and yet we are apt to 
abhor the very name of Jew^y whenever we hear it, 
as being a perverfe, ungrateful people. In this par-^ 
ticular it is to be feared, we are much ixmje than 
Jews ; and that they will rife up againft us, and 
condemn trs at* the laft judgment, when the heavy 
fin of flightirig the eafy, and pofitive opportunities 
that God has afforded of his fervice, Ihall appear in 
all its power : fince it is the firftand highcft duty of 
the creature, to adofe and praifethat glofious Being 
to whom' we are indebted for every blefling we en-, 
joy, even our very lives ! 

' But befides the grievous circumftance of God's 
woft juft and terrible fentence at the laft great day 
of account, it may be neceflary to warn you further, 
thaft even in this life> many will experience the heavj^ 
vilitations of the Lord, in . confequence of their 
bold eontempt of aU his holy ordinanceft. ^ Sooner 
or later, in fome ftiape or other> the vengeaflce df 
she Lord will overtake them, though they may no>y 
moft vainly think themfelvcs fecure* This argu- 
ment we propofe to fuch as aw urrfiappiJy dead to 
ail the effedl of ferious principle', rn order, if poffi- 
ble, to excite them, even from* motives of win-ldljf 
intereft, to return unto their duty* It is certainr, 
God hath pofitively threatened /^/^jf*^ p^mfhrnents 
for this crime in various partiiof f(^rrpturil If you 
confult the i ft chapter of the proipheD Haggai,i 9th, 
roth, and nth verfes, you^ will find him (peaking 
^n this manned: Becauje of my houje that is wafie^ 
that is, without a congregation) arid ih^ ye rim every 
man to bis own houJe ; or (as it might beaptly enough 
applied in the cafe o^ manj with Us) becaufe ye 
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have (laid at hom(^from various unjufti'fiable caufea; 
'therefore the heaven 'over you h kept f rem dew, and the 
eotrth from yielding hW fruits ; and I have called for a 
judgment upon the landy and on all the things that the 
. ground Bringeth forth ; aud upon men, and upon cattle^ 
and upon all the labor of men^s hands. It is here 
moft plainly declared, that in God's good time, 
fomc curfe or evil fhall befal the perfons or pro- 
perty of thofe who are wanting irt their duty to 
God, whether high or low, rich or poof ; and it is 
doubtlefs the wilful continuance in' this mod un- 
grateful* fin, that prevents the increafe and pure en- 
■ joyment of many bleflings people would otherwife 

• receive, ilnd hurries them likcwife into various mif- 
fortunes. Let then refledtion fupply a timely warn- 
ing to all who are To devoted to the things of this 
life, as not to be afFedted by the far more dreadful cir- 
cumftanceofendlefs judgment, (whichoughtjhowe- 

/ ver, mojiferioujly to affecft them) that they may expe<^ 
one -day or other, when they are leaft aware, that 
" God will vifit them by fome lofs or accident, which 
" feem^ rrioft to touch their fclfifh hearts, in order, if 
poffible, to awaken them to a fenfe of their mifcon- 
dudt; and by Recalling them to duty, to fave their 
fouTs'in the day of the Lord. On the other hand^ 
. as the mod gracious encouragement, if we will but 
' atitcntl this fault of grofsly defpifing the rich mer- 
cies of our Lord, in fupplying us wixh the happy 
means of ferving him in his holy houfe; if we do 
» hienceforth return to this incumbent duty,' by con- 
' ftantly performing the fervice he requires of us, by 
- w^rfliipping him in his templq with holinefs an4 

• humility, we may look with r^afonable hope both 
to' the pr%mifes of heavenly and temporal peace. 
Where two or three are gathered together in my name^ 

\ faith* our Savior, there am I in the mtdfi of them. ^ And 
doubtlefs he will hot deny his bleffing upon the 
uhited petitions of a large and faithful congrega- 
tion. To know that our Blefled Mafter is, by his 
Vol. L R ^ Holy 
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'Holy Spirit, with us» is the mod glorious confola«> 
tion to the pious Chriftian ; and to think of refift-. 
ing the grace and help of fo dear and valuable a 
friend, by abfenting ourfelves fiom that jilace where 
he has promifed to be with us> and to hear and fuc- 
cour our wants, this furely is wilfully to cleave to 
our ancient and deadly foe, to prefer death to life, 
^nd Satan to 9'ur Redeenier. And as in a literal 
fenfe, it is faid of our Blefled Lord in St. Luke^s. 
Gofpel, that when the mother of Chrift and Jofeph 
had long fought Jefus^ whom they had loft from 
their company, and could find him no where, till 
at laft they difcovered \\\\x\ fitting in the temple^ in the 
midjl of the doSlors ^ fo we may depend upon it, if we 
feek Jefus Chrift in a fpiritual fenfe, as the Savior 
of our fouls aiid. bodies, we may43e certain not to 
iind him in the market-places and publick courts, 
much lefs in fcenes of rioting and wanton plea- 
'fures, or among thofe who by ftrangc perverfion of 
language, are falfely termed good companions. But 
. if we religioufly feek him, with a pure defire of pro^ 
fiting by his prefence, we fliall be fure to find him in 
the temple or church, in his Father's houfe, among 
the teachers and preachers of his word, where he 
always is, with thofe who feek him truly, 

Refpefting worldly benefits ; what can yield 
{^eater hope, than the fure promifes of Jefus Chrift, 
i'bat if w$feek firji the kingdom of God and his righteouf^ 
vefsy all the other neceffary things jball be added unto us ; 
that is, that though neceffary trials may be ap- 
pointed for our ultimate perfedion, we ihall never 
be reduced to fucK a ftate of mifery and remorfe^ 
as the ungodly muft naturally expecft, though the/ 
triumph for awhile ; but that we fhall be endued 
with fuch fortitude and refignation, as ftiall render 
every temporal evil comparatively as nothing, with 
the anxious difquietude of the wicked in misfor- 
tune-. 

Having 

it- 
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tiaving Ihewn ydu the great neceflity pf attend- 
ing divine worfliip, and particularly in the placd 
where Godj by his providence^ hath appointed his 
name to be glorified by general arid eftablifticd 
ufage amongft us, which may moll ftridlly be ap- 
plied to all who, with their parents and forefatherSi 
have been brought up in the communion and reli- 
gious pra(3:icc of our church ; and it having been 
proved to you what honor God expefts to be paid 
this place, from a variety of paflages in his molt 
Koly wordi both of the Old and New Tcftamcnt j 
and having been forewarned, that even in . this 
world, a vifitation or punilhment will be the lot of 
all who wilfully difobey the Lord*s commands in 
this very ferious and important anicle ; what re- 
mains to complete the admonition* upon this fub-rf 
jcd, will be fet forth in the following Difcourfc. 



V 
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DISCOURSE XVIIL 



Afecond Jiifcourfe on the right Ufe of the CbUnh, or 

'Temfle of God^ (^c,^ 



PsAjLM xviii. Part of thb 6th Verse. . . 

-tie heard my voice • out of his temple^ and my cry 

came before fJim^ 



J' N the firft part of the Sermon upon this llib-' 
. jedt, it was plainly declared, from the teftimony 
of holy fcripture, that the vifible temple; or church, 
is truly to be confidered as the houfe of God^ for thefe 
plain and undeniable reafons : Becaufe the feryice 
of the Lord is therein performed ; fuch as preach- 
ing, and hearing his holy word ; calling upon his 
heavenly name in humble prayer; giving him 
thanks for his great and innumerable benefits to us i 
and that the due adminiftrarion of his facraments 
is likewife celebrated in this place. It was alfo' 
• further pro ved from the word of God, that all truly, 
pious Chriftians are ftriftly bound to repair to the 
fervic6 (Vf this holy houfe, for the above purpofes oP 
worfhipping the Lord of life and glory, at all duly 
ftated times,iin fpirit and in truth, which is tl^'^ 
kind of worlhip God requires. 

R 3 I^ 
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In the conclufion of the former Difcourfe, the 
dread of incurring even temporal puniftiment waa 
an argument advanced for the perfuafion of all 
whom it might be particularly calcu^lated to^ifFedt, 
ind it was iujiported oy thh cickreft tvidtnce of 
holy fcripture. 

We come now, in the fecond place, to propofe 
fome fuch further reafons, as may be effedlual in 
imprefling the mind with a true fenfe of the caufe 
in queftion, and which are likewife drawn from the 
fame pure fource that furniftied thofewe employed 
before. Firft then, all who come to this holy place 
ought ferioufly to ccmfider, hW^lllghly incumbent 
upon them it isj to behave with gravity, decency^^ 
and reverence; and, on the contrary, to be ex-^ 
tremely 4:autiQus not to yield to thoughtlefsnefs 
and indifference, much lefs to be inftrumental to 
the lead difturbance in the folemn bufin^ft of the 
plkce, 

It njay help to teach us how much it becomcth 
Chrillians to behave themfelves moft reverently in 
God's houfe pf pT?iyer, by only reqoll^dting ih whaTf 
great veneration the Jews in the old Uw held iheif. 
temple. This appears from many paffagea of 
Scripture, a. few of which I will deliver to you al- 
this time. You myfl rernemberj that it is recorded 
in the xxvithof St, Matthew's Gofpel, that it wan 
laid tp our Savior's charge (by the two f^lfe wit-» 
neflfes before a temporal judge) as a matter worthy 
of dtathy that he had faid hi could dejiroythe temple of 
Cody and in three d(tyi huild it Hp agairi. The fuocefs 
pf their evidence was bCiilt upon this perfuafion 
within themfelves, tljat if they could make men be- 
lieve that Ch^ifl: had fpoken any .thing againft tketem^ 
ftky (a place thought worthy.of fuch high refped) he 
muft appear defervingdeath by all men. , Again, their 
reverence for their publjck place, of worship is 
in'arked by another particular cirf anntftaipce, Wbcn 
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(ai^itis related in A<3:s xxi.) the Jews found Paul m 
t;he temple, (which they fuppofed he had polluted 
by introducing profane and improper perfons,) 
wey laid hands upon him, crying out. Men of IJraeU hel^ h , 
^his is the man thai teach t^h allweny every where, agaif^ 
the people y and the law, and this place : and further, ha 
bath brought Greeks alfo into the tempky and hath defiki 
this bdy place. Now from this it is clear, that-they 
held it equilly an offence to fpeak againft the temple 
qf God, as againft the law of Gcd, and that they 
judged it right, that none but trqe worfhippers and 
devout perfons fhould enter into God's houfe. And 
it appf^ars that the very fame fault w^s laid tp the . 
Apoftle's charge by the orator Tertullus, in the 
xxivth chapter, who accufed him of deferving 
death, according to the law, on the fqppofition of 
l^is having gone about to prrfane the tem^^. Whiil . 
regard they paid likewifc to the purity of this holy 
place, is no lefs obfervcable from the conduct of the 
chief priefts, in the xxyiith of St. Mi^tthew, who, 
when the traitor Jvidas bioi^ght again the thirty- 
pieces of filver, /(?(9/t council, ^nd bou^t with thfm the 
Fetter^s field, to bury ftrangers in, cone uding that it 
was not. lawful to put them into the trea/ury houfe of the 
tmple, becauje it was the price of blood. And K) great 
was their veneration for this place, under the idea 
of God's, prefence there, that they not only forbid 
any unclean perfon, but even any dead thing, that 
was judged unclean, to enter into the temple, or any 
part belonging to it. . 

Nothing can more confirm the fenfe of tl^eir ex- 
Ireme nicety, in this, than the following fpcedh of 
Si. Patil, 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, and 16, which rifes in 
the force of a continued comparifon, till it is com- 
pleted 4n the very point in hand, Wh(U feliowfiiip 
(faith he) hath righteoufnejs with unrighteottfnefs ? And 
what communion hath light with darknejs? And what 
mc^rd hath Chrijiwi/h Belial ? Or what part hath be 
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that believetb with an infidel ? And what agreement bath 
the temple of God with idoh ? Now this laft fentence, 
alchough, from what immediately follows, it may 
be faid to relate chiefly to the temple of the nnnd 
in this place, yet as bofh the fimilitude, and the 
fpirit of the argument are borrowed from xhtaSual 
temple, it proves that no ungodliriefs, efpecially of 
idols or their images, can any more be fufFered 
in the temple (which is the true, place of God's 
worfhip) than light can agree with darknefs, or 
Chrift with Belial: the worfliippers of God, and 
the worfhippers or reverence of images, being 
as contrary as a^4y two extremes that can be m€n- 
tionefd/ , - * 

But i;efpe<S:ing the reverence which the Jews de- 
monft rated for theijr temple, perhaps fonie will be 
jTeady to fay, they honored it Ju'ptrftitiet{flyy and by 
far too' much; crying out the Temple^cf the Lord^ the 
I'empleofthe Lordy while they led the mofl: abandone'd 
lives, and are accordingly moft juftly reproved by 

. the prophet Jeremiah, and commanded not^to trufi 
in lying words ^ Jen vii. 4. Now, though it Ihould 
be'granted, that the eftimation oi x\\t outward x.tvcK^- 

^ple might favor of fupcrftition, in the condud of 
fuch, as only confidered its outward glory, yet 1 fear 
many of us muft be allowed to fall as far ihort of be- 
€oming veneration for /piritual notice of the houfc of 
God, as perhaps thefe Jews exceeded in a partial 
and national attachment to the very building:- And 
if the prophet reprehended them properly, in^hi^ 
refpeift, it is worth our notice at the fame time to 
confider, what the Lord requireth at a«f hands, in 
6rder to judge whether we are Icfs^ blameable than 
they were. 

It is written, in the vth chapter of Ecclefiafteis, 
ift verfe, Keisp thy foot when thou gceji id the houfe of 
Gody and be more ready to hear, than to give thefacrifice 
of fools ^ for they confider- not that they do evil^ Jpeak w- 
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thing rafl^ly there ^ neither let thine heart be hafy to utter 
any thing before Gcd^ for Gcd is in heaven^ and thou upon 
earthy therefore let thy words be few. Now here you- 
may obferve, what mcklefty and humility of be-' 
havior, what filence and awe is required in the houfc 
of God, as it is moft properly called, in this place. 
The caution in this text extends, no doubt, to alL 
unfeemly difturbance, that may hinder the devotion^ 
of others, and difcover contempt of God, and the 
• pious fervice of his creatures; it is intended, likewifcv 
to guard us again ft an improper ufe of our tongues 
at this time; that they employ no words, withour 
confideration, before the Lord ; none which wouldb 
be inconfiftent wijth the purity of his fervice, and 
efpecially to prevent all worldly and light conver-' 
fation, talking of- concerns that perhaps might be 
improper and i^nprofitabk out of the houfe of God;* 
not confidering'that 'here we are in a peculiar man- 
ner in the prefence of the Moft High, who dwelletlr 
in heaven, and yet humbleth himlelf to behold the 
things on earth, in comparifon of whofe tremend- 
ous Mgjefty we are truly but as reptiles in his light; 
and refleAing always, that if account is to begivea 
at the great day, of every idle wordj -wherever it is. 
fpoken/how much heavier will be the condemna-* 
tion for all unbecoming difcourfe delivered in God's 
houfe, to the grreat diftionor of his name, and the 
offence of all who hear them. . . 

And as to the congregation of the people, the 
church or temple is appointed for them, to be hearers 
in it, and not fpeakers : the word of God is there 
read and taught for that good end : at which it is 
their'bounden duty to give regular attendance, ^yitlr 
all reverence and filence. The common prayers and 
thankfgivings aire a Ifo offered by the public mihif- 
ter, in the name of all thofe prefent, to which it i;s 
both decent and expedient, that they ihould duly 
give attention, and conftantly conferft, by faying 
amen. This St. Paul advifes, in i Cor. xivth chap; 
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r6th verfc^ as alfo where he exhdrteth to glorify God 
as wHb one mrnd^ and with one mouib. This pfefents an 
high recommendation of the general voice of the 
congregation in thefe prayers, in which they ought 
vith propriety to join, and which devout and 
folemn cuftona is now too much negledcd; for 
how can we fubfcribe to the apoftIe*s dodrine, if 
when every man and woman offers up their private 
Jiraycrs, one is alking mercy, and another giving 
thanks, according to their refpedive conditions^ oi^ 
by reading of fome other matter, they prevent 
themfclves from hearing the general devotion of the 
ttiinifter? 

In what relates to the moft folcmn fervicc of the 
church, (the adminiilring the holy facraments) 
St. Paul is very particular in his exhortation to the 
Corinthians, fome of whom he rebukes feverely for 
their irreyercnt and profane abufe of thcm^ i Cor. 
xu 22. Wbat (faith he) have ye ne^ boufes to eat and 
fe drink in, or do ye de/p^e tbe cburcb of God? What 
fiu4l I Joy, to youy jhall Ipraijeyou in this ? Ipraifeyoti 
not. It concerns us to remember likewife, that God 
doth not require a mere ^«/r(;<ir^behaviorof rcfpeft 
and gravity, wjben we come together to his place 
of worfhip; btit he expcds that we ihould purify 
tte very inclinations of the heart: and it was for the 
error of bis people of old, in this particular, that he 
threatens them b^ his prophet Hofea, ix. 15, that 
for fuch wickednefs he will drive them out of bis bouje, 
whereby we are alfo to underftand, the cailing them 
off etenially from his heavenly houfe ot kmgdpm, 
which is moft dreadful to think of. To prevent 
which terrible fentence, God warneth them to this 
effedt, in Leviticus xix. 30, Tefballkeepmyjabhaths^ 
0tid reverence my JanStnary, or holy place, I am the 
Jjord. Agreeable to which injunttiim, the prophet 
Pavid makes this pious refolution, inthe vth Pfalm, 
/ njoUl enter into thy houfe y and in thy fear will I worfhip 
ttr^^rd tiy holy trnfle-, by tliis cxpreflion thePfalmift 
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intimites, what inwar^i htimbletiefs of miild it be- 
hoves the truly penitent to cultivate, when intfat 
prefence of his Maker. 

Lftftly, that you may be moft fully eotivincecl of 
the juft honor that is due to God's houfe or tenipk, i 
will produce one more authority, and that from the 
New Teftament ; it is no lefs than the example of oujf 
jSavior Chrift himfelf: this will carry proportion** 
"able Qonfequence, in directing the atSlions of all true 
diriftians. To render the circumftancc ftill mor^ 
memorable, you will find it mentioned in All the 
fourgofpels, as being teftified by many holy witnefles ; 
it is that celebrated paflage which reprefents to u$ 
the perfonal anger of the Blefled Jefus, on perceiv- 
ing the tholightlefs f^crilege of the Jevvilh people, 
in proftitqting the holy temple to the vileft pur-» 
pofes of felfiih gain and general traffic, Onr thi» 
occafion we fee the mild and merciful Jefu§j who 
for his meeknefs was beautifully compared to the 
harmlefs iheep fuffering his fleece to be ihorn in 
filcnc^; and to a ftill more innocent Iftmb, drivpii 
to rfaught^r without reftftance ; who g^ve his body 
to them that fmote him \ when reviled he anfwered 
. not agairt ; who turned not away from the moft vile 
gnd grofg abufe, ^nA delivered precepts pf like for^ 
. bcaranc6 to his difciples ; yet we find, that even 
tliis gentle and immaculate Savior, when he b^hel4 
itiie holy temple of his heavenly Father defil^, dif?, 
honored, and profaned, he withheld not |hc effeiSsi 
of juft exafperationi he overtjurn^ the tables cif 
the money changers, the feats likewife of theni* 
that fold) and bought, and making ^ fcourgc of 
cords» he drove out thofe impious abufers of the 
temple of GJod, reproaching ihem for their unfeeU 
ing and difgraceful conducft, in thefe authoritative 
words, // U written^ my boufijb^ll he aalkd the bouje of 
prayi^i ^f y^ have made it a den of thieves. Doubt- 
kfs, as it is th<^ houfe of God, by being thus appro^ 
pittfsd Iblely to hi§ fervic^i (9 wfee^ men wickedly 

pervert 
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pervert its ufe, to the foul purpofes of worldly traf- 
fic, or other ungracious defigns, it becomes to/ucb 
ferfons no better than as above dcfcribed, Nay^ 
with fuch high eileem did Chrift regard it, that we 
read in St. Mark xi. i6. he would not even fuffer 
that any man fliould carry any veflel through the 
temple. In that place particularly, is the bufiilefs 
of his fpiritual kingdom carried on; there will 
every thing that concerns it be fooneft found. Of 
old, wx are informed by him, that it is not of this 
world. When on earth, we find him not in princely 
palaces, furrounded with Domp and fplendor, or 
cxercifing authority any where but among the 
learned profeflbrs' of religion; his jurifdidtion is 
ftill confined to the things of his church, the true 
members whereof compofe his kingdom upon earth ; 
and by che influence of his grace, they are daily- 
preparing to be admitted into his kingdom in 
heaven. According to the example of our Bleffed 
Lord, the prirriitive church, that is, the body of his 
carlieft and mbft faithful followers, was celebrated 
for fanftity and purity. It exercifed duedifcipline' 
againft the wicked and profane, it would not fuffer^ 
offenders of this defcription even to enter the houfe 
of the Lord, nor to partake the benefits of common 
prayer, or the holy facramei)tSi in company with* 
pious Chriftians, until they had publickly confclTed 
their crirlnes before the church, and fubmitted to 
the particular penance iiiflided fof them. Nor was- 
religious humiliation impofed upon the lower orders 
of the people only, even princes, and men in afflu-* 
ence and power, were equally fubjedl to the ccnfufrc 
of the church. ,It was not to the fentence of men 
thatthey bowed, but to the fupreme authority ofthe 
Holy Being, whofe facred laws they had tranfgreffed. 
It is recorded of fo great a perfonage as the empe- 
ror. Theodofius, that he was adjudged io open 
penance, by Ambrofe, biftop of Milan, in confe- 
quence of a fout -^and wilful murder he had com- 
mitted^ 
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initted, for which he waf net only feverely repri- 
nfiandedby public cenfiireS,but was excommunicat- 
ed* In thofe times^ all who were juft^y banifhed 
from the houfe and congregation of the Lord, wer^ 
looked upon (as in truth they might be) as perfons 
feparated from Chrift's proteftion, and in a moft 
dangerous ftate, until they were reftored to the 
favours and privileges of chriftians in the church of 
*God. St. Paul defcribes the fituation of fuch peo-, 
pie, as delivered unto Satan for a time; their fociety 
was rigidly avoided by all religious perfons, tili^ 
by true repentance, and public penance, they were 
readmitted to the communion of the church. In 
fuch honour was the houfe of God in all men's 
hearts in early ages ; and fo truly dreadful was it 
efteemed tcj be mut out from the church, when 
chriliian manners were in a different degree of pu- 
rity-to what they are in general in the prefent day. 
Surely the change is great, when many, either by* 
frequent abfence from the church, do in a manner 
excommunicate tbemfelves from the happy fellow^ 
ihip of Chrift's faithful fervants, or elfe, by an . 
irreverent, and rtioft ungracious condudt, when tn 
God's houfe, or by carelefs prayers, and wilfully 
impure and wicked thoughts and words,, do hor- 
ribly dilhonour this holy place, together with God's 
heavenly name and'majefty: Surely, J fay, fuch 
very different manners muft inevitably hazard the 
eternal condemnation of men's fouls, unlefs they 
fpeedily andearneftly repent of fuch great wicked- 
nefr. . 

Thus has it been moft fully Ihown you, what 
^ious^.refpedl was ever paid, and ever will be due to 
the temple, houfe or church, of God, and that it 
is an incumbent duty in all who own the name of 
chriftians, mqft diligently to attend the appointed 
times of public worfhip. You have been inftru(ft- 
cd how you (hould behave whenever you thuaf 

profefiedly 
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prpfeffedly appVoach the prefence of the Lord, 
viz. with xhe utmoft awe and reverence^ The pu- 
niihmentSi both temporal and eternal, that are 
threatened in God*s holy word againft them whb 
^egledt his worfliip, and thgfe who milbehave 
them (elves before him, have been moft ferioufhr 
;repirefented to you. After all thcfe things fo 
plainly declared, and exprefsly proved, in oroer to 
exhort you to a virtuous and godly courfe of liv- 
ing ; if you wifli to experience the blefHiig of 
fruitful feafons^, and profperpus affairs, and to &f- 
cape thefe heavy viiitations, which they dcfervt 
who ei4:her ftay at home, or bufy themfelvc^ unne^ 
jceffarily elfewhere, or pafs. their time in fottihgand 
ungodly company, inftead of coming to the houiCf: 
of God; if you have ^ny fear, not o'niy of lofing 
all benefit from this outward temple, which you 
^iipw ungratefully defpife, but of .being finally ftiuc 
put of that eternal temple of the Lord, liis heavenljr 
kingdom, and caft into outer darkncfs : If you feajr 
this (as well you may, while you perfift in wilfiU 
difobedience to God's commands), then let all tvho 
are unhappily guilty of this foul negled, immedi- 
ately commenge a reformation of their ways : Let 
tjjem c^utioufly refped the Sabbath,, and moft care- 
fully maintain an humble condud: in the ianduary : 
;^Let them pay clofe attention to the word of God, 
there read and preached to them : Let thcin ca^l 
upon the Lord in prayer for fardon, giving him 
hearty thanks for his manifold and great mercies 
daily i^eftowed upon us, and duly receiving his 
rnoft holy Sacrament whenever opportunity pre- 
fcnts. iSuch behaviour will difcover the true fol- 
, lowers of Jefus Chrift ; and by walking befojx t)ic 
Xord in righteoufncfs and holinefs all our days, wc 
may be anui-ed that, this life ended, we InaUreft 
wpon his holy hill, and dwell for ever. in the blef- 
icd houfcof*his eternal kii^dom of light above, iiv 

Heaven^ 
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Heaven, there, in the congregation of his chofen 
faints and fervants, to praife an^ magnify his 
glorious name, and enjoy that happinefs which 
the death 'and merits of his Son our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift has purchafed for all who love his 
appearance. To him, with the Father,, and the 
Holy Spirit, one immortal majefty of God, be 
all honour, praife, and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 
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THE Homily on Idolatry^ &c. 

Mvhich follows in order in the original book^ is 
replete with arguments upon a fubjed with which 
we have little or no concern^ in the prefent happy 
appointment of our national Giurch. As its 
principal matter therefore does not relate to thofe 
particular points of chriftian edificatipni now moft 
cflential to be inculcatedj--and a« what refpeds the 

, decent care of the oufward Church if fp fully treated 
in the very next Difcourfe, the revifion of this 
prQtr^^ed Homily fccmcd wholly inexpedient, 
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' JDISCOURSE XIX. 



Cefncer^l the r&p Airings keeping tlean^ dkd dtcitf^ 

admimg sfmfT Churches. 
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% Chronicles xxiv. 4. 
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■ * * 

v^/^ H 4ame fo pafs afar tbiSj tbs^ Joaflf^om mimkd m 

repair t^t Uof^i cftbe Lord, 

F^ROM the foutjb to the fifteenth vcrfc of thi# 
. chaptefj you may fee at yO\xt leifure, ^ full 
account of the method which the zeal of this faiths 
ful prince i^mploy^ to repair and > decorate the 
teitiple of God^ when it was gone to decay through 
ithe negjpd of (he former wicked r^iga oS Atha^ 
Jiafc- . • 

. It is an ujSual9n4 Q)mmi:ndabtf cuftom^ that whe^ 

we ii>vi;e pur friends and neighbour^.to fee us^ on anf 

I3cca(u>a pf public concern^ w^ are t^coniingI)r 

anxious to clea^j ^i)d prepare x>ur h^l^tatipM^ |n 

the very bc(^ maniier wp can for their receptioi|» 

This indeed is ^n article of fuch descent provifion^ 

^ difcpve^s rcfpedl fof thepi^ ^nd rciledts credit oi» 

ourfejvcs ap fhc fame timp. Now^ if we are witfi 

teafon thufr diligent to render our own dwellings 

i:omfortable, it will afford aneafy and convincing 

argument, that we fhould not be flack in beftow- 

if?g ^U due attention to the reipc^^ble appearance 
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of that houfe where God hath chofen to be worftiip- 
ped, in the place where we live, by fuch proper 
repairs, cleanly care, and decent ornament^ at Xol^^ 
as will (hew that we have not lefs r^gakl for thp 
church of God than for our own houfes. 

There are many accounts in the Old Teftament 
how the public place of worfhip in thofe days; 
fcommonly called, the temple of the Lord, and 
which was the principal church of the jewifh na- 
tion) was difhonoured by the impious negleA of 
the idolatrous kings, who occaiionally plundered 
the holy building, and left it to i-un to ruin, to the 
difgrace of themfelves and nation ; and which pro-* 
fjme condud was generally punifiied by the fevei^ft 
vifitatipns. The fame pafTages of fcripture afford 
us equs^l information, that when godly princesand go-- 
jtrernors fiicceeded in room of the former, then pnlcrs 
were immediately ilTued out, for the due repairing 
of the church or temple of the Lord, and that col- 
lections were ufually made for this good end, acw 
cording to the fubftance and deyout intention of 
the people. Thus we read particularly in thii^ 
part of the fecond book of Chronicles, from whence 
the t^xt i» taken, that this pious prince Joalh ordered 
certain offerings of the peoplfe to be converted tq 
the worthy purpofes of refitting the houife of God 5 
and it cannot be doubted, bjut when the zeal- of 
•the people was ftncere, in forwarding (0 neceffary 
^nd holy a work, they contributed accordingly, 
'with that cheeifulnefs and gcnerofity which a re- 
ligious peffuafion of the propriety on the one 
hand, and the nature of their circumftances on the 

6fher, would advife*. 

* Now 
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* Hie ianie glcriotis fpirit of rerefeqce for the honor of God's 
^amCf bas influenced numbers of pious icharaflers in our w^ 
conntry* at di#ercn( * perio4s of tunc, to found colleges, religious 
houiesy and churches ; and alfd to l^ueath airid fettle eftates, not 
«oly for tVe keeping up lint innn ' body i but' klfo to prtferve ^ r^ 
\^ . »\ fpoQiabl^ 
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Now the feveral inftances we have in holjr^ 
fcripture of the adivc :5cal of pious kings and 
rulers, for rebuilding, repairing, or embellifliing^ 
the houfc of God, fire doubtlefs written (as all 
other fcripture is) .foriour example and inftruiUon,, 
undcrJimilar circumfl^nces : Firjiy To convince u^» 
that it is highly pleaiing to God, that his fervanta 
Ifaould have z decent place whereinrto praife and 
magnify his holy "name : Secondly, To {hew that he 
cofifiders the .judicious regard of thofe who dili- 
gently exert themfdvcs in thus prcferving due re- 
fpeft to the place ofhis mpft folemn worlhip ; andj, 
Thiritlys' To declare bis anger ag^infl all who were 
undommonly nice tl9 build and ornament or 
beautify i!heir own dwelling places, whilft they 
Ihewed. no concern for the ihameful ruin of God's 
public fanduary \ a^ ii^ead of- attending to a 
reafoiiable degree of neatof fs, were quite infenfiblq 
to the moft mdelicate negled: of it. . Befides^ the 
contrary, example of the good king Jofiah, whofc 
pious fxertions in this refpedt we find recorded in 
the xxkivth chapter of the; 2d Book of Chronicles ^ 
we are alfo reminded by the prophet , Haggatj^ 
chap. i. 2d, 3d, 4th^'atid 5 th verfes, how very fcvere- 
\y God rqiroved s^nd pu^ilhed bis people on this 
accDiiht: ^hus Jpe4fl^(ff A>0 l^ifif Hofts^ Tbispeoplt 

hni tkt time is- not yit come^ the timjetbat tpe. Lard's 

.r . • ' 

(if^fl9)]lcNipj>faraficQ taprefy |^rt of the buUdio^ that is dedicalr. 
od tp fpr/cnpus 4 puipoje as the fervtce (tf the Aliniighty 'Lord of 
ileaveb s^d £arth ; for tt h in thefe -places people amnble for tHr 
blefled^^rpoie of doiDg 'hottafie to tW Jioly tuinp» oC joining to* 
fitflpHoat^ God^s mefcy .towards tl^eir &m and failings, to crave a 
ble^S^ upon thbir various undertakings ; in (Hort, to vouchfafe t^em. 
wliat IS. proper and hee'dfuU both for thriiribukand bodies. It it 
a bounden daty therefore, where fdch proVifiAs has been aade, for 
thb^pecislb, to be thankfot fortbi^ providiQn^r.fand towaidi fo. 
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hiiufe jhbuld:ht built. But the Lord a«fwers by his p^cr- 
phct thus. Is a time for yoUiO ydy to Awellinycwr tided 
boufesy' and this houfe lie waftt ? Now therefore corfiier 
ytur way's \ refteA upon the impious impropriety. 
of fuch deportment : and ift the ^th wd loth 
verfes we Tee the exprefs puniihment of their re- 
mffTnefs X.6 do their duty in this article ; for thus 
God further fpeaks of his even declining to give a 
bleffing to their labours, Te hoked fir mucby amfkit 
came- to little^ arid when ye brought it home Ididbkw^ 
ujon it: Why did I this? faith the UrdtsflbfiSy be^. 
eaufe of mine boufe that is wa/k^ \xnd ye ruft every man 
to his 6WN houfe^ therefore Jheheave^t over yoU isfiayed 
from deWy and the earth is fiayed from her fruit : Thus 
fnanifeftly and lieavily> did God plague the people 
for flighting the refped t that was due to his temple, 
Ms church, or the placed where his congregation, 
by appointed cufton>, were lo refort in* order to 
perform their bounden fervice to him ;- and fo in- 
cumbent is it in all who^are introfted- with any> 
authority in thefe particular affairs, to exert them-r 
f?lv« mbft faithfully; that nothing materiat as ta 
mitward or inwaixi prefcrvation, and^ becoming de- 
cency and order, be wanting to' MsTchurch* 

There is nothing, however, folemn and lea&rC^ 
able as it may be, to which fome pec^Ie will not 
make- objecftions ; and accorcfelgly they who are 
indiifercnt abqut God, and what relates to holy 
thJAg^, may pretend to argiie that there is now an 
^e^ijtial.llil&in^ between thJe ancient Xemple and 
mirmoderhchorches : they mayobferve, that tho 
temple under the old law was commanded to be 
^MiiitV, rep^ircdn and ornamented by God*s owa 
WQc4> ^nd <!)a^^^ ^count, bei^aufe he had, annex- 
<*d g^eat and 'Ipecial promifes to its fcrvice, becaufe 
it was a typCj figurCj, or ligniftcation of Chrift and 
Ills, futurfi c:h«rcn. No w^ thi§, wcl will reacjrly, al- 
io w, becaufe it only adds more weight to thp.,prcr 
ieot argument^ for as itinull be granted, that the 

Ju^fiance 
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iubjtanti rft* ^c^tk' tri4iiiabft t\mn ihtrjbatlnf of ^ thingy 
coftfeqotntiy tf 4rte vtry fig^e vraar thuardgaidtdjf . 
th$t U'hieh it r^prctfisilted vtiill cbaUerige fl)ll itrjilhr ^ 
r^ec5):. N6^ ^ oat cbarcbeb. were dti^mU^!! 
ifounded ill 1u>ninridf (^od; aiid[ hief Cbnfti^ nekbe jo 
&rt th^^Jdefticow'flj^^r^ /to/ ptedckspromifis^i cre» . 
tt?#€b(nf/ieU5A'€f>chcift which God delivered of old: ' 
and id this enii otiriSavfcr ^cfteChrilf alfcrrr ui^: 
thaPT whc^6 iw« Qf ! thtee arc gathered togcihci' ftibhf 
hftwi^j tii«ife hei* ih die tniddft of chenii ' A goiter - 
htmfbef thetefori^ coiftirig tqjtf thicr to ebb rch; in the ' 
faith of Chi^ift^ haVethcfre a right to claim his cohs^ 
fortabie ami ikcred promifes utkc^ thein^ and j^oodi 
aiTurante to trait that their Lord and Savior wtU be: 
there ' prefent with all hi* Ciithful fervants,> by the • 
ihflutnce 6i his grace; his favour^ and hisl)efp» tO/ 
relieve their warns both temporal and fpirituai^ ftnd' 
wr^fent their hut«blc fupplicatiohs to theit beaTeriijr t 
Pafe!!t> id his Fath$f and t9 their Father^ to bis God- 
tmd h their Godi Therefore as no one Can deny, t^vt * 
thut this declaration of our Savior Chrift faoTdsf 
forth t6 us> as ftroifg a. promife of the prefence^ 
t)f God atnongft us^ as even Solomon enjoyed for 
the bleding of his beautifal temple ; it is highly 
restfonable, that ^ place fo honored and confd* 
cratedi^fltould ha v^ every poffibk care and reverence 
paid if by thcrfcf commrffioned to difcharge thd fer— 
vice ^ its cdtumy &nd to'infpedt the condition of 
its outward ftate. 

But furiji^r : *s when the molt excellent thingi 
&^ tome, fha> is, fince the ligtit df the 8<^n of Go<t 
has ihone upon the chriflian world, all iigns sfndt 
fi>4d(mf, dfs dmMba^, (as theapoftle freaks) iit^ 
atl ftnfprofitatle ceremonies are abolijfhed ;. there*' 
fore we cdn on no accoufit look upon otet churcb^s^ 
a's a nute Jgute of the Meffiab that was to cot^^ ' . 
but as places pofitively appointed ip CeJebrate hi^^ 
4^ti^l arrival, zfid dwelhfig With us | zt^ to ex-* 
ph^n Avf meanings by^ ar pta^i^ c-otnjpaitifon : ^9 
■1^ " S 4 -^ cvtTf 



cv^^ ttianfs awn houfe ^is xiiMi for. the purpofe^f 
hist.aftual rcfidenoe^ wherein to entertain andx^r 
freiK.His friends <x:calionaII)ry fo^ is<the outward w.. 
niaberiaL:chuich todbe confidcccd ai3 the habitation^ 
o£:tfae :Ldcd'; ^herehriithe .tiiyfti<sdr* ch^c^ir or ' 
congregation of God's pc<^]e>v^o^joino>getb^ t§fir 
fcvic md praife hiim^s they aid cbntiimiitfled. . i .Ij^r ^ 
that wei wmild fupecfttdoufly/alTQrt^ thftt th^ Gl6^ 
rioiis Being whofechronf 13 hea^en^/md th^^ieaiKh 
his^-'footftbol^ is liodhfin^ to buildings made witb^r: 
harids» (,fbr his pnefence fiUeth aU^cregtion^ and r 
the heaven of heavens, cannot contain hi«ii) or that 
lAtids fenfe.He dwdls even in S<^dmdn*s teiftple : - 
but as the authOTityrof fcripUurc, ' rdafon, holycuf- . 
toiit^ and regard, to: good ordelr and. i:€iigiOus con* 
venicncc, render i it abfoliitely, , pecel&ryj -.liow 
chridftimiity is eflablidhe^ria' dilfmnt nations, and: 
foKficcy; enlarged, that/ there '. ihould . he fuitabl^ 
iflaclesL entiteljt appropriaced to the honoc of Qodl*; 
vmrit,^ mis it eqmdly <pcoper^ ^ihitft they Ihould be- 
diftinguifhed by ,€V€i^y outi>^ard ^vea^r^ti^ that can - 
bcr -p^idqtheDi. i Fotifche churcji-ift jjot^caikd hdly* t 
merely^ for its grandoury fize,. orpartkuterappearr 
aiatti [butibecayfe .it tis entirely x^Jmiit^d ip boly.e^'^ < 
tr4ife^m,^ And our&Ic0ed>L(xni*qlears Ufiall n^iftakesi 
^i]rfpi*}udice3 t>f this coinplexioiiirin his anfwer 
toi th«r Jews of 6ld,^Mattk xxiii* aodvai, where he, 
<3stfr^s thcJoUy ofAtKofe:.wlliQtattefi^ed to make. 
a difference in theiroaths by the temple, . or by. 
the OjfnamentS' thereof rjNf/<?<^/jY?a^ blinds faith he, 
*^^ J^earetb hy thfi t^ple^ fuQwrtth by it,^ i^nd by hm 
tk^^^ (kl^tlletb thd'^ifu ., 1 1. is the; i&ndtOA of God's mme 
^fi rt^kejih the place holy, and xhcrefoi« all rq^ 
lp^(9:^|hat is fpaid to the bcu/e, i^ paid IQ Gpd,.^ 
4^52/^^ who honoi^eth it by his^r^r^^ and hath* 
psd^if^d 4t /pr a place whftrein to adminifter holy 
s^pd heavejily, things.. 

.^v-TThe original defign then of building churches 
ifi^{\ bcj^dpitted. by the moft ordinary underftand-. 
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iiig> to ber fouitdeid ^ y^iSiom,^. aiidr tin ttfiie^foi^ ^ 

religiDUi^ improvejyient ; tfaa]^'the»&'Might:l>e"pc(i^d 

per places in each ikpmtt paiifiy^ jdiftrid:^^ or cum;*'!: 

munity of. chriftjanr people* wherfenGbd miy*^' 

pulaliokly. ihoaontd^ and the tiitoes. fet apart forrhii^ 

hfdy worfhip jattbidedto -viilthiftdtdj&^i^ ahd4^V^-&t 

rtfftCfii 4^d[ itywn highfy expedient} tbair thefe binJd ^ ^ 

iiigrflK>uldtbe conftrudlfd and pfchridockfdr in (hientoft^ 

b«OQfa|tthg manaeniz/bbcaufi^^. fiq&>iin''tbem weiarei 

cotheftnaad leatoltfte bfefled wovd: mad will of tibel 

ev^rtofting Godx ] ibcondiyj . in them>ti^& are to re*^^ 

ceiwe. thofe facred. inftitutions appointed and ca&i«5 

mandeiiiity our X/>iidimd Savior Jefus* Chrift^ foridie^ 

hessksfyt; of all his.ifinthful foUowerSj^ and that the^ 

rites of baptifm and the holjr facraitent of the ; 

Lot'd.'s< iupper mightiiberduily and revemhtly admi<* 

nifieredtto all pkniSDchriftians : andi thirdly^ that^ 

thereby fj» happy andtCQnvenicnt opportunity noightt 

bevaflfojjded tothe whole bddy ot cfariilian people t 

living; jin. one. fpottpgctheri to join ini gratefidi 

pnufe»rto:theirr Mal^fer*: aild in a manner with onc^ 

he^rt jand v^iice to Cail upon him for their daily bread> 

bof h: t(8ppbiiptl jind fpkituaU as alfo to render thefe 

holyp)aQe$ \ ibrt,c^1j:eafure-*houfe for our future re-' 

ward^ bjttOCcafioDiaUy ofiierifig up fuch.akns and cha^-i 

ritableiconosibutions to: the poor of Godf s conunu^. 

niacin' as/willnaturally call down bieffings^on our own^ 

heiids^ :and engage .the gracious* Father of thc-^ 

hwi^A rtace' to . fulfil his x:hoiceft promifes upocu 

U<i. ■;) 'Hi' ' t '»•.».'.. i 

k: Thys for has been* declared to you -the originals 
d^figii of: churches T ihe propriety pf their beingr 
f<^tet35 applied to jfaer^ ufcs, 9n6 that they are not 
ta'bertfiiployed i5 any worlcily or pro^e bufincfs }1 
a^'liiffiwiff^ that they.illouW bo kiept in fuch con*-'t 
cUftpftoai^.»i«>iyorthy ete.cxafted ffianie who vbuch-^ 
ftfep :ft?; hpnor theni mth his ipromHed* preicnccu 
Nft^ir *f ^hefe obfervat!i^«is vcjuft, which no relief 
g\&^s jniQ4(4 perfon can 4eny, w£. nmft ^ea con..; 



cliiae;;t&it aH ^hb aj^oiaSK^jjliiig tofffow iirieodil^^ 

at£({rittk)*i9ftt;da;ftiie ahd:ii}iiadhls:a]^<bratide ofafterir 
rd^edwe icrKi)reh©«i^a^d o6q:ahk^: indifferent td 
tbiuil godly irq«e0elbQe due Ad iSm cMiir touSi-^qtl^d 

ioiihei/r /cp^fnigt l|>i>i(^ and' Hvfaritsvef Unh«pf»lf^ 
fodh de^dJrYcfl^M flnr caide of aMboly decoram i$ 
MusBTCiog kir^jfooifcty^ there 1» ftiUgraater reafoh td. 
ble£r Gq«^ fchaixbc hath fc pilirridfed for th« trcdit 
o£fUa darftiiyiilweltihgy sis t6 lelfafoiiih huiMJd litws 
to t£gktlttdirnd;eontr6l the tfabiighdefs or cONjSetem 
tenbp'ics of .trhimicigodiy^* 

^Irtte wcwrldi (that is, dhs^ mtldtude who c*onfidei* 
thirigs ]iUitfa6ut any rdacibnr toetih^ wife AtiihOf of 
thrfiri) we awrtoo wdl aware, efteerrv it aniatfcr o^ 
nri great cooiberki, dr coirftqoejntei that our churche* 
Ihattld fellf.tofoioin asnd' decay, ol* ^-t^r an afppear- 
anee irtiliketoramy thing fsfcred,' and what' th^ are 
dbfi^ed £ir r iabt that ai difregard of this is a pofi^ 
tivcfiraagainftthe Lord^hath been very fully prt>ved 
by the jndgiHciists denouncdcfc agctiM itP iiv God's 
hd^ vhDrdv siid qiioted to you^ i^ the bif^rtning' ot 
this difc0i»1bc ; lindeed, one ifdght a|>{]re^^ wirirfafe-' 
tp t€> naptnr of OTdirtary regai-d w de<!:<?ficy/ fwithotiif 
tMfailiftiiMr^ofi-eligious ceiti^re) vrherhei^ it i&i^K 
tfioiy fc^itdaiouf arhd di%raddul toi m^ny pla^ie^s iff 
our land to behold the filthy and difhonorable llatei 
ih which- the iwfufi^of Cod' is foffe^dd td r@maicr 
ffom year tD year, anditfaat nbthing tjM tfce doln^ 
poHionrof d»u0 iuthority cum^'kiftileflice the ferfirig- 
of the perfisaislto*whofe offict it' bdongs t^ Wtrt^vne 
fiich caufe of^jiifl combbirtt. It is wtll knOtvn/ 
thdt' there aire too* tiiaiiy inlferlces, noTortly o? lAtf' 
cottag]3 pfi riraay of the pcoreft peO^te, tte« «#«' 
kc^ mord dtanl^, fw^et, m& whotefoiiti^, bdt ^t 
ths' plaecti^ Mhst^txtoMifi v&f d?aCKk^ ati^M^^^t^' 
* fed. 



iu);;atpd.pjfdrervQd{iri:aiU refpeds^ «|h*a' tbpf^ h9ijs 
botls^isif^K wbeiteitbe c<>t>greg5*tiQB:of Ghriftian peo-r 
pie wgDlai-liy*c^ftm,lSlg€tberj ,^ , tl^e iW)ft . ipieriHj 
puijlflric of worfiiippirtg theif HieavV^nly Ifatthei-j, and 
bcfgjgiBig hiS'Siecdfiil 4i<i*.and prpMicJ^^t^i wrc- ^t 
: Sttrel)Ejdicrefoife, nothing faa bjs more jfep^oach^ 
abkr to anjr pcrfems pfofeffing Chriftiaititysi. xxxdi th)^ 
kniowledge o.f GodiA wiH> than whjk thtyare inqQ^ 
fcajufmtoutly.cxacft lb rebilild> repaiit, and b^autiJfg 
fibffiy priTa{e:li^jr^i0n&} n^y^ tO'pay cxtjraoijdinafai: 
:p:t^flitic^ to the hovels of their beaftjs that perifh^ 
they Ihould difcoYCir fvjch grof» jij^gleS: towards t^^ 
temple^ hou6&> aif^ehiHrcH of Go^iii^ which they are 
to bear the wordsi'df lift H€Tn(^^ rWh^^'^wthe mpft 
aw&ireremonifs Lof their r^lig^p,vthe blefled ia^r 
^omoDt^ and myjfteryof r€demptian,is commen^p^ 
roeied.: Foria thei» we have the firft fountain .91^ 
j^gemerationi opein^d to ih while in.an.infant ft^ei^ 
arad^whtotti. threwgir the ftrailty of a mortal nature,! 
w^« ha?»ie fidleflj Ihort of "the grace pf that initiating 
rkOy. we have ftili the gracious bleflings of the others 
ikcnament pcop^fed to us, to confirnF) and ftrengthen. 
olQd7baptifmalM«rw$^ai]i|d^to fepairmir manifald an4 
dangBocrusibackiAidlngsw Can any fociety pretend* ta 
idigiausi attuinoriem^ who fo* lightly regard the 
piacej where- fuch heavenly bufinefo is performedL? 
Surely it i&; a; cniitcef of moft fout difgra^^ to alt 
thus guilty of fuch .-wgracious condu<ft in fuchXe- 
fiouB' concerns, ^^n<ft a fad proof that they hare 
%smMfyt mom i^xmsbo^f thi ng* at he^rt. On the con^ 
cnary/ to prefcrsfe . Our churches in good, repair, 
nwtly and coaveiasieDiiIy fiued uji^ and cleanly kept| 
fhews thcne- ifo feme degree oi pious confciencc 
m tAreofHcers abdf pMpfe of the place. Such h^«« 
e<lM&ing^ zeal; i!Qlv»*dtf whgt wholly concerns the itx^ 
viceofrtfaieirdraadi Creator of tbf world, mull be 
ploafihg to» tilieil^ei^*' And)further, befidesthe 
geneii^l GOiiunieodittio%of aU g^94*#xich», who behold 
. • *; . . %y liich 
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luch conlideittVe" iiotice towaras: all holjr things; 
«reiy commi*ily dius grateftiUyj iticlitiedi may alfci 
reafonably hope for tht contifjanl'Meffingjand pro-^ 
teftion of Him Ihejr are thus difpofed to nonor.' • 

But, as before obferved, it i^^notenough-bardy to 
prefcrvd a lai'ge and handfome fabric frt>m falling to 
the grdi>iid','^bi!t* occ&fional and^'fuitable notice 
jhbuld be tak^n 'of its- inward' 'R^iCt-i ■ t»hat nopait^ 
"*phatever IhouW'long "want repair • that it be not 
deprived <^€ li^t, warmth, afidt4 Ci'cditable appear-* 
ahCfeiii any nettsfi^l*y article ; for* While wc arc on 
trits'ftigeof bein^,'thb mirtd- cannot avoid being 
ilfcdVed by^/(f/w«r^thrngs ; fo is it perfedlly reafon- 
able, that we flidtki er^oy the opportunity, even of 
f^?ving God with aW the c6nrfortf poffible. Ex- 
ptece^nd finery are by no means requiiite to t hist 
did ; but if clean! inefs, and neathefs, and .convc- 
nfence,' areefleritials towards the enjoyment of xfttr 
§wn houfes, neither are they lefs fo in what concerns 
the prefervatiofi Mnd appearance oi oxxv churches. 
Every one rnuft^;dwn tihe natural plcafure of ob- 
ferving a proper delk and pulpit; tonvenient feats; 
and a reputablfe Chancel ; (in which part particular*^ 
ly, fo folemn af Cj^remorty is performed) as likewife 
a fuitable place to receive our infants into thecpm^ 
xnunion or their Savior's Church.^ On the con- 
trary, it muft be Very difgufting rb every truly piou$ 
mind, to beholci the great defieienc)^ in all riiefe ar* 
tides which might be inftancc* iiimfany.ccwjntryr 
places r and doiibtlefs will afford. one reafon to 
fome, to prevent thdr regular attehdance, where 
they, cannot fit without difguft, to whatever . part 
they-turn their eyes. Nothing can afford a flxongec 
argument for the refped that iai^ due from every 
member of Chrift's chUrch't6M^*rds the |ilace- of 
holy worlhip, thart'the "zeal which 4iehimfclf-difci 
covered towards his JRather's t^nijjtej:'wten he ex* 
prcfled fuch juft difpfleafure a?gainft kjie pf^^ 
of the ' very iiffeh'imu of -that moft hoiy\place ^ 
-*•— ' ^ dij^riinga 



dilpftfiii^g, v^ith extretne fevcrityy the p&^mtbSt 
were there colleddd for the fake of ^inrreve^ 
jthofe who dealt in doves, a needful, article for th^ 
daily facrifices ; neither would hefuffer it to t)e de^ 
filed by any one pailing through it with any iaipW 
ment of worldly hufinefs. He to}d them; that by 
their fuperftitious^ hypocritical conduct, falfe wor#- 
ihip^ and corrupted do(5l:rine$» added to their ab^ 
roinable covetoufnefs, and fordid man^ers^ . they 
had a(flually converted the houfe of his Heavenly 
Father into a den of thieves, inftead o£ uiingit agt 
jas a houfe of prayer alone ; abufing it by idle con» 
Iferfation ; lounging in its courts ; and fettling 
\WQrldIy matters, without all fear of Cod, or fenl^ 
of reverence for his holy temple. , And in former 
days, our churches, in this nation (before the happy 
reformation of fuch fopperies and errors as difV* 
graced both church and clergy) were (hamefuUy 
profaned by ufelefs Ihows, and folemn mockeries^ 
and other fcandalous abufes too tedious to repeat z 
, but fincc the ignorance and delufion of thefe pag: 
ages has been corj:e<3:ed by the gracious light that 
God has particularly youchlaied our happy church 
and country, thefe impious pradlices have been fet 
,9fide, and we have nowmoft principally .to guard 
ag^inft luke^^rmnefs in the caufe of our religion^ 
and our objedfe now fb^uld be tp recover and preferve 
allpoflible rofped to it, hy confulting unremitted, 
veneration ip the place >vherein. his outward ferviccs 
'^re performed. It behoves all truly pious Chrif- 
tians to rejoic^e that. all .worldly apd vfi^in profeffioA^ 
pf worfhip are aholiihed ampngll us, and that a fpir 
ritual ferv^ce has fuceeed^ in their place ; thftt our 
ichurches are reftored tp their j>ure and primitive 
<{ife, fpr \i*hich we can never be too thankful tp thp, 
providential goodnefs of Almighty. God i for he 
fiath not only provided us with a more fcriptural 
form of , folemn worfhip, but with, 9 regular miniC- 
ffy^.^ftabJifhfi^.ptQyifion.for then), *^d the further 
. • ' . fandion 
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IbiitHofiof ^'Chpidiafi msgiftTK:^ siidgaycrhanptt, 
fjo enforce Obedience, when either th« deprt|vi|y^ <9f 
l^uman HacurCv' or levity .of the piines^ (hquM ne<^4 
fvich ioi$i^piiM4^'^xefi:ion5 t6 m^ke mei) do their 
•jtJuty^ ." •-^ - /'^ ' ' ' ' . : ". • t :. . ^ 
. To conclude^ su (fierefere 0%^ placet Of df rine 
isrorihip ^re ik)W happily i^' a inanDier fwept arid 
^cleaned frorfi ail proj^ne fuperBui^y^ and fjpin^uai 
filthinefss let'i^ i^ver b^ bslcfcward to p\c^<mf 
^^l ill rc^deri tig every outward refpe^ defer viii^chj^ 
lioiiorabje tiile thai: belprtgs to jhem, by both OtiC- 
Wridly and mw3iltl|y providing hf tjieir deficiency, 
fs decay from tirne, pr ravage of v/e^th&t m'4fO(U 
frafion. |Lct us be infiu^nced in all /ouf a6iriojn& cff 
fhis Wind^ w coai}der the p!ace a$ thcf iiouf c bp 
>RAYER^ and tha^ wilt fupp}y abu^danf r^eafon to 
t^exy chriftian, ^vhx) is fcniible of the grcaceft of 
Go^s bleffings (tl>e honor of caliingupon Wis n^mej 
*ta demdnfjtfatc every degree of veneration that \% 
(cttie tp HiMi or to his hou$^. Depend upon it fuch 
jcondju^ is the way to gain the creflit of nniclf 
f^hriftian confederation^ and doubdcfj; will prothice 
a Weifing to the plaice and pe©^ fvhipre it is em- 
ployed. It will either ftame <H' encousage och^f s tq 
Imitate the example} make tt\my mord r^ady to 
Yelbrt to their own pariih church : ami ffi fho|t> a^ 
we daily advanfTf in ^U chriftiaT) pe^di^i jby th^ 
'pircuinfpeiSrpradiice of .watching atiep our common 
filings; A> by paying rejgapd to forni ^qdoitder^ 
-and 4ct^ Concern! for outward obljgationsi whicH 
46 many> perhaps, may feem of (Tighter confequenc!i*| 
ive ftiall be found to recover that bond, of church 
icornftiunioni H^hich i^ decHninj^ dai}y; and that 
•fron^orilei^ Caufeil». rtioft certainly from an indiffeu 
^rence to poinfe which mwiy injudicipufly fuppofc 
^ fmall iihpormnce. Wh<^rea«j m order to be Co*. 
-ylmiA tftiat this Is no trivial 6bftrvation, "wenec^ 
•prfly Infpei^artd' imitate die exahiple ofei^rydor 
fiQmihation 'of retigibus fedaries^ ami' w IhiU'.h^ 
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([jbliged tp own, they furpaf^ u$ greatly in the gene* 
l^al appointipenc an4 c^re of theij: coqyeqticlcs j and 
that they ^re alfo held tpgethef, not only by jpr/W- 
fiplCi, (Q which diftindion^ doubtlefsi all becoming 
deference is tp be paidj but even this very princir 
pic Ufges thcnj to a clofe ^tt^ntion \o tvtfy rninpte 
(loncefu, that pan attn^d, enrage^ and prove theni 
zealoua for the caufe they wilh to honor. Let the 
arguments beforj: ^dvanciedj ii> honor of our churchy 
)k duty weighed, and let us confider the glorious 

{privileges we enjoy, in the one bleiiedi and mpft 
blcmn ceremony of our religion; and this muft: 
help exceedingly to ftamp that value and venera- 
tion on a fubjed that merits all our praife aqd care. 
May ah thofe who belong to the churchy embrace 
and hold {^ft a fpirit of true and holy regard for it;, 
and ever judge it both a dutj|and a blefling, to be 
able to cont|:ibu|:e to every method of fupporting 
and adding to it^ cohfcquence. May we neyer be 
Without the benefit of fuch a happy provifion for 
the fervice of our Maker, while on earth ; and may 
>ve all have grace to fee and defend its value^ till 
y^c are removed from the communion of this ma^ 
ferial church, to the perfeded focicty of faints and 
angels, there to praife and magnify the Lord iii 
God'$ holy temple not made with bands,^ but eternal 
in the heavens \ there to worfhip the Moft High, iq 
truth and purity for evermore^ May this be the 
happy Jot of all who profefs the name of chriftians, 
for the fike of Jcfus Chrift our Lord; whcrhath 
procured and publifhed the promife of this glori- 
pus hope: and' to whom with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit be afcribed all praife, majefty, and do-r 
pinion, for ever and ever. Amen?. 

^ N. B. As the latter oar^ of this IfpiqUy, in the origii^l^ abounds 
with riepetitidn, and clofes rather abruptly ; the editor judged it not 
onfervioeable to the purpofe of family inftru^on, to fupply a fuller 
Iik} moxc pointed coodttfioa of tbe/ttbjeA. 
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AS the Editor conceives the fubjcdl of 
this Homily to be a very proper family inftruc- 
t ion during the feafon of Lcnt^ he has taken the 
liberty of introducing it with the few preceding 
lines thus marked '— '. 
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DISCOURSE XX^ 



O/GoodfTorks; and Jirjl of Fajiing. 



£f;i£SIANS ii. 10. 

For we are his workmanjhip^ created in Chrifi Jefus 
unto pod works y which God hath before ordained that 
wejhould a^lk in them* 

^ A S this folemn fcafon has been obferved ii^ 

^ xV. ^^^ ^g^^ ^^ ^^^ chriftian church, as a time 

* fet apart for more than ordinary exercifes of devo- 
^ tion, it may aifordfome profitable inftrudtiohs to 
^ you, to attend to a difcourfe upon the abfolute ne- 
' ceflity of cultivating all manner of good works, or 

* in other words, of leading a life of righteoufnefs^ 
^ and true holineft/ 

Chriftians need hardly be told, that our very ex- 
iftence here, is the free gift of God; and that we 
are not to pafs our time in fulfilling the defires 
of the fleih, and the mere natural inclinations, 
which will render us children of wrath; but that 
we Ihould fo employ our day of trial now, as wife 
children of our heavenly Father, who hath new 
created, or quickened us together with Chrift; that 
we may bring forth goocj works 1 for to this very 
end the apoftle declare(h, in the tQxt, that we are 
(reated to him in Cbriji Jefus i and in which it is the 

T 2 good 
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good pleafurc of God, that we Jbould walk. By this 
C3Cprcuion, the apoftle clearly intimates^ his mean- 
ing to be^ not that ue fliotild^^tejpeai^ improper 
truft in biir own wbrlcsj as \i hy any intrinfic 
fcparatc merit in them, we can obtain remiffion of 
our fins for ourfclvcs or others, and fo thereby 
- fecure eternaljifej for. that , would be dn impious 
derogation from the power of God's grace, and a 
lowering the value of our Savior's death and me- 
diation. It is cejtaiinly by the free grace and 
rriercy of God alone, through the virtue of Chrift's , 
facrifice, and not on account of any poffible inde- 
pendent ' excellence on our part, that our fins are 
forgiven us*^ 

Although, therefore, good works are indifpenfr 
able as the marks of chriftian charader; it is evik 
dent that we are new created, or by a new creatioA 
enabled to perfdrm them in Chjill|||ibs; that is^ 
by the power of his grace. It is, iii other words, 
by the atonement Chrift has made, (and in confe-. 
(juence thereof by the Holy Spirit regeneraiting^ 
^nd perfecting us in righteoufnefs) that we are 
^gain reconciled to the Father, and made heirs by 
adoption, of hisf heavenly kingdorh. We have a very 
plain definition of the chriftian's cafe, by one of 
the ancient fathers (St. AuguftirreJ. ^* Grace, faith 
lie, being the gift of God doth call us; that is, doth 
inoye, encourage, or engage us to what is right 
4np good I and then of courfe, whofpever hath 
gf ace produces good works. Good works then ddf 
not priixiarily produce grace in the fenft of an ac- 
iyatihg princijple.(for this would be to confbund[ 
the caufe with th)& eflfeft, but they j^re l^rought 
forth as the; iiatiiral /m/ of grace." Again, the 

f He who can Ajppofc that any works (properly od^ own) are of 
jlfimcient worth to gain or dele'rve eternal fdvation, maft be entirely 
d«^ to thfc gi]eaijkpckyity.o(tbe))Qntan heart, apd hii^e viery$^ 
weighed -^ey OA^ise U>f C^'s promifes, and the tidbet of aidlds 
liappinefsinaperfeiii^ ilate of oeing, \ >- ^ . 

fame 
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. fame holy, father explain^ his ppiition by this com«- 
.^ parifon. A wheel (faith he) does not turn round 
. for. t^e .purppfe of becomii^ round, but its regu- 
lar revolution is owing to its hayingjfy^ been made 
fo. ' And St. Paul.fpe^ks much to the lame im- 
^ port, in his dlftinvftion between grace and works; 
^ .Fp^li/f fays he, Jahation is of.^racCy Wen Is it no 
^.rnore of ufot^ks^ oiberwife grace is ho more grace^ 
\ ^ but if it be "WorkSi, then is it nomoregrgcei other-- 
\wife works-, is no more works. * Romans xi. 6, 
I* 'which is ak oiuch as to fay, no maii worketh 
. ^'jjin. ordei: i;o^rocufe grace;. but becaufe he hath 

* firft received it, therefore cqnfequently doth 
., * he perform^ good works; this being a natural 

* - effed of thq original caufe, * Let lis duly cohfider 
* then.whicht arc truly, works of grace; or when a man 

ipay b^ faid to do fuch works as are acceptable 
X ^t9^jGod i andj^' on the other hand, what works are »o/ 

fo*^ ThuSjW;hen the foremen tioned holy fatlicir fa^^ 

'in another^ place. Good works go hot before in 

, Apm f^iat arejuftified ; it. is only faying, in other 

wxjrds, that .' a man cannot do any thing accept?iblc 
\ V to God of his bwh unaffifted power ; ,and this cka 
] y p^vcr be denied, without denying at the fame time 

* that God is the only fource of every vital good/ 

• • » - I. 

: *In order then to ccime at foii^e famfaOoiry lefoliitioh of this 

.^yi^ion, WIS 0aift diftihduifti between the priffcifl^s of ooi' aifUoi)s ; 

*^tor.thtre ait works which oi&yvy<v«rgood> and in a certain compart* 

\ live fen(^ and >d^ree are fo, but thefe have ho filing virtae« )ixe 

jQfeft tflei^daUy. pleafmg to God, aiid that becabfe they do not tan 

fiDa thiu: wmirCplincipk, which alone can render a nian's wpric any 

wtfaflco^tublc In his puicdght, vbs. The lo^b oir oop»M^ow 

j.thqr will Only be adbiate^ by this principle, but in protK>rd[oo as 

tkey j^rtake of jvvr^* This maft be very clears for thete i$ ^/(tffifi 

pfinipipk» and a principle ot latitude and diky ; for example, . all 

. #oiks done iMrely to gratify ourfelves in ai^ Ihape or ilieafujre wbat- 

. focYtr,, withom Gpnfoltini^ the glory of the Creator, oi^ attribuang 

A . i^ power to hi'm, iia the %vrtT of all good gifts, though th^ nu^ oe 

. Jfcraed |9a^ Works^ fo nir al th«y,.dificr from iheir oppofite bai 

Vw Vl^tmk i ytt arq thrirnigM; Works nodeir^ the infioence of grace ;. th^ 

arb.not^iSQy.ctimiftin and rfsiigious works. beciiuA^thcj art defi* 

idint k the itbove qiMlify ing ptiodple of ai&b^ 

T 3 But 
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But good works (faith he) do follow^ when a man 
is juftified*. The fcripturcs therefore enforce the 
nedeflity of good works for various reafons. Firft, to 
ll>eW that we are obedient children to our heavenly 
Father, who bath ordaified that wejhould walk in them. 
Secondly, becaufe they are the only valuable marks 
that we are accepted; or under the influence of God*s 
grace. And thirdly, that othtY% feeing our good works , 
and percdving the motives or principles that produce 
them, may be inclined to glorlfj our Pathir who ism 
heaven^ for having vou(*hfated fuch power and bleff- 
ing unto his fervants, and be thereby encouraged to 
apply for, ^nd hope to receive the fame, and imi- 
tate the good example. We have good reafbn 
therefore to provoke one another to good works, 
lince it is the will of God we fliould fo live; and 
from t;he encouraging aflurance alf6,.that atthp laft 
day, eyery man mall be rewarded (bi* hrs labor of 
faith and hope, far beyond what his litmoft ferviccs 
have deferved. 

Now as the fubjed of the prefent dlfcoiirfe is to 
be confined tro one particular fort of good works, 
the pradlice and advantages of irvhich are eftablifted 
both by the law and the gofpel, it was neceflkry to 



. ,;♦ When he is thoroughly convi^edoi his iafufficient date by 
^ tnre for any thing truly gobd> and Is ^'coMverted «s td taok'aiove 
' ioT the power of afting according to *God's will^ sbat is» we-tiay 

fuppofe he means when He has received grace 10 hel^him; tlifi 
* grand point to fettle is, when we may ise (aid to Ifove this fite gift 
^' of God through Chrift communicated to us. Thi» with thriftkms 

ire muft conclude^ to be ^ hapa/m^ which we hold to be the hniz* 
^ nienr of regeneration > when we are capacifattd at le^ft for its ^d- 
\ \ miffion ; for if we do not allow that Gcnd beftowed a proportionate 

and needful (hare of his renewing fpirit ae earlj as tt eanpoiibly 

^ appear to benefit the creature, and as is eflential t6 itaitend, dife^ 

' ^od correA the human will, we (hall be found not only to deny 

part of the advantages of Chrift's death and rh^s^ butciren to^at- 
/ firm that God leaves the creature defencelefs^^r a tiiiie, and raSoT. 

ed to the workings of its own finfbi natuit, without d}e necdikry 

affiftance to check and improve its evil tiictination. TJus would be 

incohfifteat With tlie leading principles of chnftian faith* . 

6*' introduce 
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introduce vihit follows, with fomc fuitable obfer- 
vations'on gdpd Work^ \jy gttieraL ' Firf!, to pre- 
vent, on, one hand> the ignorant of unlearned from 
bieirig^d^ceiVed by fd grbfs an eirror, as that any 
htimiti endeJlvourS iX^hatever; afe capable of defert^ 
irig thji happinefs of heatvfcn ; and fecbridly, 6'n the 
bthfef hand, to rcrnove as mucK as poflible the 
falfe aridj lllitdcfous aflettions of thofe, who would 
impidufly infinuate, that good works' ^re to be 
efteeiiicid entirety rie^dfefs, ' 

TKe particular good work which we fhcart now, 

' Id tr^at upon, is the adl of ahftikence or fafiihg. This 

' chi^ttiaii exercife is defined in fcripture to be of 
two Ibrts, the one outward, or which cdncerneth 
i\\i body 5 the other irtwahl, or a^ afFefting the 
heart or riiihd; Outw^ard fafting confift^ of re- 
fkinihg from ttieat and drink, or all natural food, 
for a certain foace of time ; as likewife from all 

; worldly pli^alures and amufementsi When this 
outward ad is confined to a particular perfon, or 
frtiall hurnber only, arid does not influence the 
Vhole community^ (according to the ends that will 
be mentioned in their proper place) it is called a 
frhnte faft : but when all ages and ranks of people 
in a nition unite in celebrating fuch feafons of felf- 
denial, it is then called a fublic fafl-. (Such is this 
of tent, / as explained to you on the firft day of 
it. laft* VV^ednefday.) Such was that which the 
ivnole.hoft df the children of Ifrael were com- 
inanded tb keep dn the tenth day of the feventh 
tttbnth, which the Almighty appointed to be a 
day of dearifing, a day of atonement, and reconciUa-^ 

*^ /ite, at which titnt the people were purified for 
theii" paftlins t the whole hiftory of which you will 
find in tlie xvith and xxiiid chapters of Leviticus* 
Oh that occaiibn the people mourned, wept, and 
bewailed their former fins, and ^hofoever did not 
humble his foul thj&t day, lamenting his offences 
againfl God, and abftaining froih all bodily food 

T 4 until 
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until the evening, that foul /^he . Lord , .aeipfareth 
Ihould be cut off from the people,. ... . , .,, ^ 
We do not read in thelawvof Mofes, feut^ofithis 
one day in the year as^pofiuyely.appointed/iiTjflib 
folemn purpofe : but it is cerfaii^, the JewsK^ other 
feafons of puJbJ ic fallings, biecaufe^the prAjAk^Zacjha- 
riah, (vii. c.) fpeaks of the; fa|l of othei i 




although they are not fpeciftfd in the Js^^f^'^qd 
we may conclude thatall thofeabov^e that ^r.fb2,j^.5h 
inonth> were the ordinancesf pf iheix future^m^ go- 
vernors arid j udges that jfuccpcid^dMofes, and w^jp gp- 
\ pointed from a fenfe of duty tpGodmbi:cthanan3fM 
fit! ve comrajaiid from hfim-y tF rom the pf ecedept t^en 
^ of this moft folemn gei^erai^al|, godly ipen qccfiupp- 
. ally appointed private fells.. foir ^thc impr6vienicnt'.of 
, their own lives, by giving tl^mfelvesupioibrj^jyi^^ 
' their finful courfe§> and applying thenpeltCs^ tp.|er- 
, vent prayer in or<Jer \o fupplicate AIfflis^t^|G^^ 
. avert the wrath and judgment thpy h^<n!ic}^m 
his hands, when either by the admonition c^Jjijeir 
prophets, or their own fears, they. foref;s^w^d 
expe<5ted the threatened danger. This c^n^itibn 
of heart, they demonftrated various wa^ i^ their 
outward conduct, by clothing. themf<;lves in /ack- 
cloth ; fprinkling themfelves with dull an3 afties ; 
or fitting or lying on^ .the ground* Thp 5^?f^- 
' fluenceof a.deep fenfe of the nature of fin ^'jgopd,, 
that is, fenitent heartSi th^ proipcA of' thq fuKC^u- 
, uifhnient it deferves, and t;hq terrible c^nfid^tion 
. of being for ever excluded from theprefenceofthc 
. Qjod of love and all perfection, work £owermily 
^ in humbling the vain thoughu^of man, . Wheti fe- 
rious reflexwn once takes place upon- tfue^ very 
affecting trjath^; the.very ^^ cannot avbic| jaccufijpg 
thcnafdves. for the^r manifold offences: .^v/arc 
thereby led tp deep ibrrpw for their tnuj^fgrelppins, 
, to cpnfpfs ^heir wretchednefs before God^ .atidf^^ 
iniplore his^mercy ; -and during, fucb \a llate ,of 
nijnd, fomethnes alarmejl with the moft ax<ful 

fears. 



feafs, at'oth^i^-diVertd with ifie'feiiiJ^KWagMriem W 
' "^ ''^•>b>;riitr btcetafg'-haturtnyj' ^^ 

ifrtpbrtaht *^jt6i:s oceupy* 

^/isyfouncl (iflty^ til?l>.td touch 'tW^ hckrt/ ^V«^ftt^ byt-- 
•'Mvti 'avferfe IVoni^-wfiat ^^ s* tiled •id^give^ us'^gi^bt 

" 'f(yrt^cf# htiWi1)<M*c 

^ jeSfthly haj^tfs, 
rtiotirn sfnd J3unlfll^lt- 
' Klf In'liopes 'ofip/atabn a^i»r^iv<?n<ffs; >Pr«JU«ftt 
* arethe^^amplwbf ftich freepeoai^e initol/iwiSt. 
't>aVitf thtls-htimMed himfeJf *btfti^c K^o^^y^j^^v 
and falling, not knowing but p^nicJv^Htl&^GAd 
might vouchfafe to fpare the life of his ftricken 
infant. Thus did Ahab afflidl himfelf in penance 
for his foul offences, in confenting to the death of 
Naboth : Such a fort of fafl did the Ninevites pro- 
claim when the preaching of Jonah forewarned 
them of their danger. And when forty thoufand of 
the Ifraelites were flain in battle, fighting againft 
the tribe of Benjamin, the fcripture tells us, all the 
people went to JBethel, and fat there Weeping before 
the Lord, and failing all day and night. The like 
pious prafticc is again held forth to us in the ex* 
amples of Daniel, Hefter, Nchemiah, and many 
other holy charadlcrs among God's ancient people; 
from which condud we conclude, that the fouls 
of fuch perfons mud be imprelTed with a ftrong 
and valuable fcnfe of their unworthinefs, and dc- 
pendance upon God for any fevour; and that 
when this practice is obfcrved in purify, the love 
of God and defire of heaven have a confiderable 
place in their afFcdlions. But a doubt may pof- 
libly arifc with fome on this fubjed:, whether, as 
thofe perfons were under the law, their cuftoms arc 
binding upon «j, under the Gof;pel? We muft there- 
* 8 fore 
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. fore have rf courfe to fcripture to fatisfy this quep 

, tion ; and there is one particular pailage in . St. 

, Luke which will completely do it. It is the atnfwer 

cirhich our Bleiled Lord gave to the Pharifefes updit 

their enquiry concerning this very point , as rclltiyc 

. to the condud: of his own di{cipIeS|« which differed 

jp much from the general pradice \Ti this article at 

that particular time : but as the examination of ;he 

. reply will lead naturallv to feme further inquirif^Sy 

• and more extenfive information on the nature ^^A 

. virtue of Fading ^ ^^/r^tf/, it may be advifeableta 

T defer it for the fubjcd of the following difcourfe. 

. May God blefs what has now b^n offered to the 

. glory of his name, and the edification of ourfelves^ 

. ixi all hoUnefs of iife> through the merits of Jeitis 

. Chrift our Lord. ^tn. 
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Afecond Difcourfe on ibe fame jufjeSt. ^ 
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. For ^e are his '-Jooi^kniat^it, created in Cbrijl Jifus unto 
good works'^ which God hath before ordained that we 
AoUdd walk in them. 






THE former partof this difcourfe upon the fub^od: 
of fading in general coiicluded ^ith the ir»enti»n 
of that particular pai&ge of St. Luke's gqfpel^^;i/hich 
affords the plaincft authority for the prafticc of 
Chriftian* iq this refpeO:, and thereby completdy 
refolves at the fame, time a doubtful qu^ftito; which 
fooie flight encourage : whether the fame occa- 
fionftl ads of felf-denial ;are}cxped:ed from <^^« ia$ 

: from God's ancient people, who were under the 
law ? In order, then, to ihew clearly, th^t thfc cvrf- 

• . torn of this early and pipju^ exef Cife is equally binding 

* upon all Cbrijiians^ we will proceed to the confidera-^ 
cion of the purport of our BleiTed I«.ord's anfwer to 
the pharifee» on this very article. In the vth 
of.St* Luke, and 33d vcrfe, we find them in£crxo- 
gating the Holy Jefus in thefe words : Why Jo the 
difciple^ of John faji often^ and likewifk thtdi/ciplestf ^0 

. . fbarifeiXtbut thine eat and drink ? Jefus, aware of tl^ im- 

• li^i^s. gifaftiQcfs. that induced thc/^ueftipn, conde^ 

fcend$ 



fcends to give them a reitfon for the different behavior 
of his dilciples in this refpeft. They flandcroufly 
hoped to have con vi&ed them of wanting i&^/z;?^; and 
iince to i^.was confef]4d}y ^^Qdl]^babit> they had 
this coneltrfithi ready to-objed^ that 4\c Vho fafted 
notj coiifequently could not be a true fervant of 
God. Our Lord, therefore, like a kind matter, 
•vouchfafes to defend the condodb.pf his. difciplcs 
againft this charge, and puts this quefth)!! to them 
in reply: * Can ye reafonably,expet5t, fays he, that 
the tbildreny o r ^uf j^uf^ fb^j^ifi^Jiif^^ Jl^^ii f^J^ '"^hilp fbe 

hridegroom is mtb them at the feaft ? So neither is it 
by any means proper to expedt my difciples to faft 
now, fo long as I, f heir lylafter, aip with them, con- 
tinually fupplying adual food to ftrengthen their 
.iaith;.M.,/*j ^j'j.W^/^^^tf^.^ljd.that when 

^ ih . Ift^^iTom.mV, U, tfikm^om^ {hm^ <V0. ih'enJfaU ^ 
they faft in ihofs Jays ; ihcy wiU ;hcn Ji^ve fjaufe 
enough to mourn and faft. * Nothing can be inorc 
exprefs than the fandion of our Savior here dcli- 
:i::«CMd^f(j^ -the ftaureriteeffiry humiliation^ ^nj^llis 
i diifoipkss and thuS) at the^^ime time that fie bjl^na 
u means condemned the donClancy of abftioencc or 
t faft ing, ill tli€ dtfciplesofJohnafidthpPJ^arifees, he 
\ifl)ews that every thing receivos additio|tal .valvie by 
r.being' d6^e in its ptoperjka/bn. He cofifvit^s them 
-4>(>th:of '^^^///6»,-and -i^Wf*^^^. G(f/<he' firft^ 
^^beoaufe they frfaced- religion in thdfe outwand a^:-* 
t iions, without conHdepingthe true end of fafting : ^nd 
-lof the O^r^ because they could not diftiitguifti be- 
^4^ween proper^ and JmpropeF times of fttllillin^'thcir 
- renfonable fervice. ^^They confoundrd -tKo day^cf 
-^ejoicing^and the day of woe ; both which our Lord 
'> particularly expreftes in his reply, -and which will 
-Jbe.lwther Explained to you iti its ptppcr plau:^. 

• *We^ may atfo farther coUedi from oriF Sa^viis^'s^ 
vi^ri^wtTy aiid the. exprefs -cpnfeflion, that* his difct-( 
•-.|4es faji&lnoti what, is the proper fenfe we ftouid 
•^^Ubribe t<» tbia^pafticttlar-duty. Ffom xb^ authopky 



of Chrifl's'owii words, we fee 'thai? it feliii- afafdk> 
lute ifeftinertte from both meat and^dmnfc:i tnAs 
bodily gmificatiiMi, for a' ccrtaih tinie. ThepdrcU': 
culat time was vety Aarly iixed^; fo fooii'ak mi'ditf 
council of Chalcedon; ofte of tlie firft fouf'geno*!! 
councils of the church:- The 'members of th»a^' 
fcrribly coiififted of 630 of the a:ncieht fkthtfrs ; atRt^ 
it w^s tfiertdctermiriQ*,' that the pndaKt ^9i^8t?nll)n 
godly ^d-sepollolicsd, wh^n uf^daceo^iji^to fcdpu^ 
tuHil puifcy.' All the vain and wofhily^ Kbo&r of 
tills holy ciiftom which hadf crept iniio uhe €hurch> 
iven in-thofc early times, were totally refoiVnedr and^ 
it was refolded, that every perfon, at ^W in pri-.; 
vate, as a public faft, (bould not be reckoned to ke^ 
the fell irtt purity, tinlefsabftainirtgfrom^^very kind 
ctf food till after the h6ur of evening p^yer^ Hav-^ 
fng a la'w fc^ pbiitive foV the nfe of falling in thtt f^ 
mi tive church, nothing fort her can be'M(}uired'to 
prove iti ufage among Ghriftians as WcH aS Jars. 

Good works, then> arie ^vid^ntly of various kindst 
fome are in the vdry cflertce of their hatufe put^ 
good I fuch as to love Qid above all things, and X0 
Ibve our neighbour as ourfelves I to honor 6Ur pa«ii 
fents ; to fubfnit tb thofe whd are placed in hwfcit 
authority over us ; to j^ juftice <o all mankind, stnd 
the like. Other Works there ate, which cdhfiddfed 
hterely in their own particular quality, are of ifif 
fndiffererit nature, niithcrgood nor bad } that 19^ 
they can only be ptdpferly called good, fo far aft^ 
they tfcrid td^tfAf^gdod, which is not frofti any 
dbfoltite virtue they polftfs independieht oif the ekd 
they ire calculated toaccomplifti ; and, by parity of 
reafoning, if the end they aim at id ^/A they, of 
courfe, muftbc cfteemed as evil likewiftw Of thii 
kihdi intrihfically, is this gbbd woi*k oi fafiiHg. Iii 
fij^it ii a matter of indifferent confequence; but 
becomes profitdbie, or the contrary, accordihg to 
t\it ftirn^ that direfts it. Fbr example^ if w<| 
faft Witii ihis notioiii th^t bur abltineMcei Vt any 
* * other 



odier good ^-works^ have fuflgicicnt power torcrxder 
m ferfo^AtyigPid, and defervit^ of heaven, this ia 
a.falfe- and wicked fuppoiicion; and a fall of this 
kind IS ib far from being 4(^^^k to God>.that it 
IbenM even to exclude the neceflary fenfe df \^i 
]iiercy» after all we can do, and to lower the elTen* 
tial merits of . Chrift's death and fuiTerihgs. I can^ 
not alFord you a ftronger proof of this truth, than 
by dciiring you to attend to the fubje(S of the foU 
lowing celdbrated parable, Luke xviii. io» li, 12, 
15. Tm nun (Xaith our Lord) tvent up intp the UmpU 
U fray ; tbepwa fbarifc^^ and the ether apukUcan. The 
fbaarifee ft(Hd and prayed thus mtb, bimfelf: God^ lihank 
itetg that Jam mi as other men^^e y extmiimeri^ unjuft^ 
adidierers, ar even aithis publkan. I fafi twice in the 
Wiek\ I grveJythes of all that I poffefs. And the puk^- 
Bean pn^ing afar offi wouid not lift up^Jb mueh as bis 
eyes to bean)^, kui fmote upon bis breafty faying^ God he 
Wfereifid to me afinner I Now, in the perfon of this 
pliarifee, Chrift meant to defcribe to the worldj the 
common notions of a perfefily jufl: and righteous 
roan, fuch a character as is not llained with the 
ibul Crimfjs of extortion, injuftice, fraudulent arts, 
Juiavery in trade, fornication, fidvltcry, and fuch 
^^ vices. The Pharifee, I /ay, was a very diffe- 
ireQt charader from all this, guilty of no fqch bafq 
piadlices* Nay niore« in(Vead of leaving undone^ 
iminypoiitive j^ds of duty, the negleAof which 
d^fervedly ftamped others as tfanfgreflbrs, he did 
me/re than th^ letter of the Jaw required 5 for he 
&fted (wice in the week, and gave tithes oiaU that 
he had. In the eye of the world then, fuch a per- 
fon as this would have a juft claim to uprightnefsj; 
for what other outward anions could be expede4 
from him to form the apparent charadc^^- of righte* 
oufnefs ? As mortals we ^iiay fafely fay none. But 
notwithftanding all this, we find our Holy Savior 
preferring the poor publican without: fading* before 
^is loan vUh^Uhis frequent an4 oyncStqaUbfti-i 
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l\cncc, and other regular performance of the law# 
And ilvhy ? The reafon is very clear. It was be* 
^aufe this publican had obtained the end of alt 
^hefe good works, in which thp Phariftc, (nocwitiw 
(landing all his diligence) was wanting. For firll, 
having no outward good works to bpaft, he threw 
himfelf upon God's mercy, only confeffing his «»• 
Mvortbinefs ; wherea? thp Pharifee manifeftly placed 
the hopes of y&^ f^Jvation to the value oi bis own 
works, nof acknowledging that after we have 
/done ay, we have donp no piorp than is our duty^ 
?nd that we are at beft but unprofttaWe fer v^nts ♦^ ^ 
But he^ thought himfeif ^iir^ of ipercy in confc- 
/ijuence of his fafting and his dads, as bein^ free 
^c9:s pf his pwn, that fnerifed God's regard ; not 
confidering the true defcription of man's rightepuf-. 
nef$, as given by the prophet Ifaiah, ixiv. 6. and that 
* pur moft perfe(3: adtion? do ftand in need of infinite 
piercy. And ii>.dccd th? v?ry tij^Q of the parable^ 

■"* But liere we muft be .very oaitfitl to obferve» that the publican 
it not jtifti£ed for having fiwe u0 gn^vtorku or the pbanfee ^oq;*^ 
,(4e!nn^ for \^y\y%ffrJofme4 them* This would be tp oyerfet the 
.vbole ^efign both otthe gofpel« anfl the gn^ce it wasordained to bring 
jivith it : but the publican's prayer was pveferied^ becanie it con- 
tained a confeffion of the tfmjcmfntfi of his mgU&n and wtworihimtfi 
pn that ac;Q9unt» ^hiph was in fad we kind of good work, fU^g 
from the gn^e i/ifruejQpnyw of hpart. an^ ^nfe pf fin ; whereat th^ 
phaiifee's prayer was rejeded, becauie he fpoilt all his obeJ&encet by 
^n uncharitable companfon fuid refle^on upon the ftate tX aiiofhe^ 
perfon (/ ibimk thee that I am not at this fuhlff^n)* Becaui^ he attri- 
puted undue ^irorth to his own fwer and pprightnefiiv Had be 
prayed tbut^ (all lyoqld h^ive been well:) ^' Lord I blefs thee for the 
light to (ee the neceility of keepin|; thy law, and for the power fot 
aM my weak endeavour to obey it; yet I befeech thee» at the&iaft' 
lime that I e)cperien.oe thii goqdi)efs> to pardqn thefar/rr^^m of 
my very kffi wofks. \ thank thee for fucb favor $o me, ^no |im by 
my own nature and difpofition as 'vHe afinn^^ as the woift tha^ 
lives : and« O Xiord, havie equal mercy on this e«^/M»»iiere piefiqat^ 
both to (hew \Am where he is turwgt ajid^to nelp htm to aft fo ai 
|o Dleafe thee. Convince him that thou requireft rightepttfoefi| 
and that thou only art the author of any good chat is in lis; To may 
he turn from the error of his yfifB, and giye f^ the praife vheii t| 

con. 



c^fivinces w thatit i?i cxadly a^ccable to the cslTc 
in-ppint; for vcare tojd,. that it' vi;3^fpkcn unt$. 
ciFUiin which tri04d. in ibemfelyts, that they were 
righieous^, and dc^foft eth^s^ JLuke xviii. 9. The 
ob^d tben of all good. Hcprks^. you plainly fee^ is to 
pfave ouF ready obedience to God's Iaw& ;, and the . 
C2ui oi fafiing ia parti culary is to humbk us in our 
oKi^n eyeS), and not to puff us. up i and confcqucntly 
this Pharifce's work^ not having anfwered thiij 
endj they w^rc not pjlcallng in the fight , of God, 
bccaufe he expeded to be rewarded for thpir in^ 
tiiniic merit ; whereas he fhouJd not only have 
given God the glory for enabling .hira to do g^od, 
but have acknowledged that by his mercy alone we 
arejuftified or aecep^ed> and not in conlideration of 
any tbingthat we can do oi ourfdves, not in juft 
coniequcnce of the eiTential value of our work$. 

Againi we have another mark givei) us when the 
motive of fafting entirely depriveth it of the qua- 
Hty of a good work, and that is in the vith of St. 
Mtfttbew and i4(h, whcrre the hypocritesj the wotfl; 
cf a)l other chalniders^ are thus diftinguiihediand re- 
buk^tf : Moreover whenyefafi he mi as the hjpcrttes^ 
if ^Jad fwnien^m^^ fir th^ disfigure their ffkces thai 
Aeymay affear unt^ men to f aft. Verily I Jay unto you 
they have their reward ; that is, the;y have the praife 
and commendation pf men like themfelves, but not 
of Cod, who can apprpve of n*othing that is not 
gWerncd by purity of intention. For though wc 
were to fall as often and as rigidly as John the Bap- 
tiAj St. Paul, or even the Ninevites, yet if our 
jheirts are fullied with worldly and ungodly views». 
if any improper or unworthy end excites the work, 
fuch abftinence, fo far from profitting our everlaft- 
ing welfare, will prove ofFenfive to the Deity ; 
fhp eertainty of which is evident from the follow- 
ing declaration of God himfelf, by the mouth of his 
noly prophet, (Ilaiah i. 14.) Tour new moons and 
your anointed feafts my foul bateth\ they are a trouhla 
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wito fney I am weary to bear them ; and in the pre- 
ceding and following verfes it is mod awfully ex- 
preffed how God abhorreth fuch mockery oi folemn 
worjhip. Further, in the Iviiith chap, and 3d and 
4th verfes, he again expreffes himfelf mod plainly 
upon the very fubjedt of public Parting. He com- 
plains that when the people fafted, all their evil defires 
ftill remained ; they found 'pleajure^ and exalted all their 
labours \ nothing can be more expreflive of the 
carelefs and infignificant farting of the prefent 
times with numbers. Behold (faith the pro- 
phet) yefafi forftrife and debate^ and tojmitf with the 
Jift of wickednejs ; yefhall not fafi in this manner J^o make 
your voice to be heard on high. Is it fuch a fafly (faith 
God ) that I have cbofen ? Is it merely to Jpread fack^ 
cloth and afhes ? (merely the outward form.) Wilt 
thou call this a fafi, or acceptable day to the Lord ? for 
a man only to affliSl his foul, (to mortify and punifti 
himfelf for a day.) And then,, as if to cover the 
vain prefumptuous hypocrites with confufion, he 
proceeds by the mouth of the fame prpphet, as 
alfo by his prophet Joel, to declare the true and 
only end of fuch humiliation. That it is not for 
the work's fake, but for the motive of the hearty 
that any fuch ads arc acceptable to God. This is 
thefafithatlhavechofen, to loofe the bands of wicked^ 
nefs, to undo the heavy burthens ^ and to let the opprejed 
go free. To prepare ourfelves for adls of general 
mercy ; to deal out thy bread to the hungry, and to 
clothe the naked \ to rend your hearts and not your gat^ 
ments 5 to forrow and mourn inwardly, and not in 
outward appearance only ; to put away all finful 
thoughts and actions, to abftain from thefe moft 
carefully, and diredl our pofitive abftinence to fuch 
holy ends as God approves- 

Now there are three particular ends to which* 
if our outward Farting is applied, it certainly will 
prove acceptable to God and profitable ta our- 
felves. f 
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Thtjlrjl is, to lower the defires of the flefhj that 
we be not hindred through indulgence of the car- 
nal appetite, from encouraging a proper inward^ 
thorough forrow for our fins ; this is what St. 
.Paul {o fully, dcfcribes to be the objedl of his 

* fafting/ I Cor. ix. 27. But I keep under wy body^ and 
' hring it into fvhjeElion^ leji that by any means, ifvben I 

have preached to others, I myfelf Jhould be a c^ft-away. 
The fecond objc(5t of this religious cxercife is, 
that the fpirit or mind may become more fervent 
and lefs difturbcd in the exercife of prayer. To 
this end Ht was that we read that the apoftles and 
clders'w'hcn they were at Antioch, fafted and prayed 
before they commiffioned Paul and Barnabas to 

• preach the Gofpel, Acts xiii. 3. And for tj^ 
fame purpofe thefe very apoftles fafted afterwa^m 
themfelves, when in their earneft prayers they cpip- 
mended the difciples that were at Antioch, and 
other places, to the grace of God, Acts xiv. 23, 

And lajily, the third intent of this peculiar good 
. work is, that the outward 2id: may afford a witnefs 
before our heavenly Father, of an"" humble and 
bounden fubmiffion to his fupreme Majefty, in 
confefling our delinquencies, and proving the in- 
ward forrow of our hearts, by forbearing to pamper 
. and indulge our bodies : left otherwife we ftiould 
. check the ready operation of that principle, which 
is neceflary to fliew us to ourfelves, (fre^.frpm 
the falfe vapours 'of animal exhilaration);v}z. pur^ 
humility of fpirit. Thefe are the true ends, or 
right ufe of Fafting. The firft, more nearly relates 
to a private faft^ the other two belong in common 
to both private and 'public abftinence. May God 
have mercy upon us, and qualify all our poor en- 
deavours to ferve and pleafe him ! Grant us grace^ 
good Lord, that while we remain in this miferablc 
world, we may through thy help produce this, and 
every other fruit of that good fpirit, which is ap- 
proved or commanded in thy holy word, to the 
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glory of thy name and our owil peace. So that this 
troublefome life ended, we may live for ever in thy 
eternal aftd blefled kingdom, not trufting in any 
merit of our imperfeft works^ for our falvation, but 
in thy mercy through the mediation of thy belcJved 
Son Jcfus Chrift, to whom with thee^ our heavenly 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, be all praifej honor, 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



Great Part of the fecond Homily of Falling, 
in the Original, relates to certain political Con*, 
fiderations, which jn former days were judged 
expedient to be obferved, as tending to thtfecu^ 
lar Profperity of the Community, no lefs than to 
its fpiritual interefts, and which were mutually 
confulted by a regular compliance with the ftated 
feafons of public Abftinence. But as thefe Appoint- 
ments feem no longer to have any effential con- 
nexion with the pradtice of this holy duty, and as 
nothing farther is advanced of more material re- 
commendation of it than what is offered in the 
lad Difcourfe, it ia deemed fuperfluous to iatxQ- 
duce it in the prefenc Collection. 
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TH£ following Difcourfe fccms to afford 
a very fuitable leflbnof inftrudlion to country fami- 
lies; efpecialiy where the cuftom of frequent annual 
feafts, on certain holidays, doth ftili prevail, to the 
encouragement oi injudicious hofpitality . The argu- 
ments herein contained, are peculiarly calculated to 
difcountenance all idlenefs, irregularity, and excels 
on fuch particular occafions, and at all times when 
temptation is ready to aifault us. The editor has 
taken the liberty of introducing this Homily alfo 
with a fhort preface, expreffivc of its particular 
application* 
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DISCOURSE XXII. 



A^ainft Gluttony and Drunhennefs, 



t 

I 



I^OMANS xiiL 13, 14. 



Zf/ tts walk honejily^ as in the day ; not in rioting and 
: idrunkennefs y neither in chambering and wantonnefs^' 
not in Jirife and emyying. 

But put ye on the Lord J ejus CbriJ^^ and make not pro-^ ' 
' vifionfor thefiejh to fulfil the bifts thereof 

AT certain feafons, when people are running 
from place to place, and intent upon nothing^ 
fo nvuch as feasting wherever they go, it may; 
riot be unprofitable to cxercife the mind with the' 
fentiments of the church, upon the jSn and dan*' 
ger of pampering the body, and indulging, the 
fenfual appetites beyond the limits of chriftiaa 
propriety. The apoftle advifes a very different 
pradlice in the text. We are there csCutioned not' 
to make provifion for the flelh to fulfil the lufts* 
thereof: and it is very certain, when the chief 
objedl of a perfon's purfuit^s is eating and drink-** 
ihg, not merely to fatisfy nature, .or in a light' 
£ven of fober entertainment, but to indulge a' 
very luxurious and unprofitable habit of fenfua-- 

V^ - lity. 
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lity, and furfeiting, and confequently to the 
abufe of God*s good creatures ; great encourage- 
ment is thereby given to idlenpfs, and much 
temptation afforded for the eommiflion of greater 
offences againft purity and holincfs of life. 

In a former difcourfe, you were inftrudled in 
the true nature and defign oi fafting^ or occafional 
abftinence, with the benefits to be derived from 
it as a religious exerci/e: what is about to be deli- 
vered to you at this time, relates to the pofitive fins 
of Gluttony, and iDrunkennefs, and is intended to 
. ftiew you how hateful exceffes of this kind are, and 
^ ever have been in the fight of the Aln^ighty, who 
willeth us to be in a degree perfeft, -as he is 
perfed ; that fo we may be happily induced, 
through his grace and blefling, to feel the necef- 
fity and advantages as chriftians, of keeping under 
the body, at lead to be cautious of not wilfully, 
yielding ourfelves up to ungovernable appetites 
and paflions, the ufual confequcncc of intempe- 
rate purfu its. 

It is the exprefs command of God, in his moft 
holy word, in order that we fliould keep ourfelves 
undefiled members of his church, and ferve him in 
true holinefs of life, that as many as look for the 
glorious appearance of the Lord Jefus Chrifl:, 
Ihould pats' their lives in all fobernefs, and mo- 
6t?(.Y, and temperance. Hence we may obferve, 
how very necenary it is for every chrifl:ian who 
would be prepared to meet his Savior at his coal- 
ing, to live foberly and godly in this prefcnt world, 
bccaufe he caiinot otherwife ^fep <f3^iiied (o enter 
into the joy and glory of his Lord : Defide$, being 
off his guard in this refpe<5l, he is alfo continually 
€xpofed to be dcfl:roycd by that mofl: cruel" enemy 
of niankind, who is reprefented as a roaring lion 
feeking whom he may devour, that is, whom he 
may find unarmed againfi: temptation, and on that 
account fermitied to become his jprey. Againft 
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whom St. Peter warneth tis to be continually watchr * 
ing, by cultivating all manner of fobriety; Xo that , 
being ftedfaji in the faith ^ we fnay be able to reftfi. his ' 
wiles 4 ' . ■ " 

To ;he end therefore that this habit of modera- 
tion may be found to influence our general be- 
haviour, it will be proper to CQavince, you, how 
very much the Majefty of Almighty God is of-, 
fended by every kind of vicious indulgence ; anij. 
how feverely he ever hath, and ever will, punifh 
the unlawful ufe of the good creatures with which • 
he has fupplied us for the fupport and comfort of 
our prefent life ; fuch as the bountiful provifion of 
meat, drink, and clothing. At the lame: time it " 
will be no lefs profitable to fet before you^ for the - 
fame good end, the dreadful difeafes arid heavy ^ 
misfortunes which generally attend thofe who are, 
deeply devoted to the luxuries and vanities of 
life. ^ V . :: 

Firft, to prove how abominable all undue in-! 
dulgerice of this kind muft nefrcffarily appear in^ 
the fight of God ; only confider well thefe words' 
of St. Paul in Gal. v. 16, i^, 20, 21, andfollow-**' 
ing verfes., PTalk in the/pirit^ andyefhall not fulfil the 
lujls of the fiefh. Now the works of the jiejh are , 
tnanifejiy which are thefe y adultery y fornication ^ unclean^ 
nefsy lafcivioufnefs y envyingSy murders y drunkennejsy re^ 
vellingSy (or gluttony) and fuch like \ of which I tell 
you before y as I have alfo told you in time fajl^ that * 
they which do fuch things y fhall not inherit the kingdom , 
of God. Here you fee plainly, that the apoftlc 
reckons the vices againft which we are difcourfing, 
amorig thefe terrible fins which will' abfolutely 
exclude usfrom the inheritance of heavep. He places 
them among the fins of the flefli, and joineth them 
even with idolatry, whoredom, and murder, which 
are among the wickedeft: of all crimes that can be 
committed. The firfl of thefe is evidently the 
fpuleft offence againft God*s honor; the fecond' 
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confifts in. the moft fcandalous defilement of his 
holy temple, tnat is our bodies, which, in fcrip- 
tU^e * arfe called temples of the Holy Ghoft ^ and 
tfte'tliird, rendereth the offenders partners with 
Cain in the murder of our fellow creatures. You 
have heard the apoftle's lentence againft all^ who 
are guilty of any of thefe crimes, and doubtlefs ' 
tfiat fiii niuft be truly hateful in the fight 6f God/ 
which occafions him fo far to hide his face from 
ti% as' to dlfinherit us for ever from pofleflion of 
tl^e fflcrribus promifes held but to all who bbey^ 
mm. 

Now it is very manifeft how greatly he abhors 
alf gluttonous feafl:ings, all imptire' reveliipgs,' 
from -what he declares by his Son our Savior in 
his g<!)fpel V where to Ihjcw his iaverfion and heavy 
difpleafii re againft thofe who mabe a Grod of their 
bellies, .he proilounceth a curfe upon all fuch, in 
tnefe words of Chrift, LulCe vi. 25. fVoe unto you 
that are full^ for ye fhall hunger. And by his* 
p'rophet Ifaiah, he fpeaketh thus expreisly to the^ 
lime effedli (v* 11.) Woe unto them who rife up 
early in the mrningyjbat they may follow Jirong drink^ 
t;hat are greedy after fcenes of riotous mirth ; 
wh$ continue ^ until nighty till wine inflame ' them^ in 
whofe feaflis is exccfs of drinking y and the harp and 
the viol, the tairei and the pipe ^ and wine are in their 
f^afts. hut they regard riot the work of the Lord, neither 
cqnjiaer the operations of his hands, that is, they refleft 
not in wt\ofe image they were made, and to what 
a^ different end they are prefcrved : for we well 
know^ the almoft unavoidable confequencc of 
thefe rneetings are fwearing^ filthy jefting, or 
loofe cbnverfation. and all manner of excefs, to- 
tally unbecoming the charadler of the followers^ 
of the pure and perfedl pattern fet us by, our Lord* 
and Niafter Jefus Chrift. Agafn, in 2 2d verfci' 
(jdd further denounces his anger againft fuch cha- 
ra(fl.ers; in the following words ; Woe untg them that 
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4ire mi^Jy to drjnk/UDine, or Jtronglijtipv^^ih2it}Sj hy^ 
their example to promote drunkehnefs-, apd though.* 
frpm conftitutional vigoui- they may efcape /the*, 
beaftly appearance that their weaker companions, 
are reduced to by excefs, are yet.aflifting to the? 
fiii, by their long fitting arid intemperate encou- 
ragement of others* In all this, the prophet; 
teaches very plainly, that feafting and revelling is* 
apt to njaljie men forgetful of their duty to their 
Maker, and themfelves ; fince by the habit of all. 
fuch riotous indulgence, thfey rende; themfelves in- 
capable of duly reyerencing the works of God, 
vi\vo \vzt\i created meat and drink^ as the apoftle ob- 
fc^es, to be received thankfully by them which believe^ 
af(d know the truth. By whiQh he would infer, that 
the very fight of thefc good things, in bounteous 
mercy provided for our fuppqrt and comfort* 
Ihpuld teach us to ufe them wifely, as.Gqd has 
ordainedy and with thankfgiving, a^ being apart 
of the wonderful works of the Almighty; and oa 
no account to wafte and abufe them, to the danker 
of. his difpleafure, 

* Ail therefore are inexcufable in the. fight of God, 
who, either with the infenfibility of brutes, do 
take their fuftenance without due rcfpeft to the 
holinefs.of the. creatures, (as being provided foi: 
the mod innocent purpofe fince every creatura 
of God is good, and^ nothing to be refufed if it be; 
received with thankfgiving, for it ' is fanSlified 
by the v^ord of God and prayer -,) or on the other 
hand, whpftill more ungratefully abufe the gooc^ 
things God provides them, by furfeiting and drun- 
kennefs : fince every excefs is plainly forbidden 
by God's holy ordinances, and the repeated threats 
and charges in his bleflTed word. 

It behoves us tljerefore not to devote ourfelves 
to habits of fotting, gluttonous indulgence, or any; 
«ther inordinate appetite, lefl:^ not confidering the 
^nj^ous coftfe(juence> God's judgments fhould 
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fviddcnly oyettak^ us in the day of his wj^th, and' 
jiurjpofed vifltation for fuch things. To prevent, 
ttii'fad effefls of fuch negledl, Chrift gracioufly 
yearns his followers in thefc words, of St. Luke, xxi. 
ven 34. Take heed io yourjkhes^ -kft at any time your 
hearts he overcharged with Jurfeiting and dmnkennefSs 
and the cares of this life^ and fo' that day come upon you 
unawares. All who pay regard to thi^ caution 
:^nd command of their loving Savior^ will be upon 
their guard agaihft ever yielding to any undue in-*' 
dulgencc, left they (hare" the fate of the carelefs 
and diflblute fervant mentioned by thefan^e Evan- 
gelift> Luke xii. 45. who not cxpeifting his yi'^Sr 
ter's coming, began to mifufe his fellow rerVja^ntX 
dnd'toeat and drink j^ and he drunken 5 arid beiijigiTud* 
denly'takeji in his mifbehavipur, he W(ts aond^njed.. 
to kavh bis' portion, with the unbeli^ers. By giyirig 
way to irregular appetites and /paflions^ ipep are by 
degrees reduced to a mbft dangerous infeniibUity 
and forgetfulnefs of God's facred laws. To foufd 
foch unhappy people from the' ferious danger to 
which this ftate continually expofes them, hear the 
words of the Lord/ the awakening admonition by 
hip prophet, Joel i. ^5. Awake ye drunkards and weep^ 
and howl aU ye driiikers of wine^^ becauje of the ne'^ 
wincy for it is cut off from your mouth ; that is, my 
judgment fhall overtake your nation^ and your 
criemies ftiall deftroy your vines, and other fruits 
of the land, and ye (hall have no further oppor- 
tunity of abiiling my good gifts.^ Thus the Lord 
threatens forely to withdraw his bleflings from thofe 
that do abufe them, and in a manner to tear the 
cup from the drunkard's moutli; and here like- 
wife we are forwarncd not to (Jeep, or be dead, and 
unconcerned relative to thefe particular habits of 
intemperance, left God by fome means or other 
deprive us of any ufe of his good creatures cipher 
by death or ficknefs, or occafibnal diftrefs, or 
fo.ne'othci: defperate calamity. For there is e^cry 
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reafon to apprehend that God will not only remove 
the benefits he formerly beftowed upon us, when 
they are unworthily and ungratefully abufed, but 
that he will alfo punilh feverely for fuch contempt 
of all his mercies.) 

Unlefs our firft^rents had yielded to the temp- 
tation of improper appetites, they would nevqr 
have forfeited the blelling of, God's gracious gifts, 
which they then enjoyed in an earthly paradife, nor 
would they have entailed fuch numerous miferies 
upon their pofterity : but when they exceeded thefe 
bounds of moderation, which God faw needful for 
thtir good, they were inftantly expelled that blefled 
garden, as being no longer worthy to partake of 
what they had abufed'by dijciedimce. By tranf- 
grefling God's command, thdy brought perpetual 
difgrace and wretchednefs on their offspring, and 
all fuccceding generations of a fallen and corrupted 
nature. Being condemned by God for this fin, they 
who before were indulged in an abundance, which 
they might enjoy with innocence, were doomed in 
future to eat their bread in the fweat of their brow. 
This (hould aflford us an early and ferious memo- 
randum, tlrtt if we commit exccfs in the indul- 
gence of our appetites, when God of his great 
bounty fendeth plenty for our natural ufe. He is 
able foon to change our abundance into fcarcity, 
and inftead of fufFering us to glory in riotous 
plenty. He will withdraw his bleflings and bring us 
unto low eftate. Befides, we may be compelled to 
labour, to procure fufficient for our neceflary ufe. 
-Thus doth the Lord declare, that he will furely 
punifh thofe who, difregarding the ends of his cre- 
, ation, obey the lufts and appetites of their carnal 
hearts.) We have a fingular example in the ixth of 
Ccn. bf the difgraceful effeds of inebriation in the 
perfon even of the patriarch Noah. "Hie whom 
the apoftle jui^y Valleth a preacher of righceouf- 
nefs, and who was in fuch greai favor with God, 
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yet fell into this vice for want of fteady vigilanlcrc. 
This affords an ufefiii caution to avoid a fin, that 
in its nature levels the nobleft portion of God's 
creatures with the mere animal part, and when en- 
cou'faged deprives even the Ufi (as in the cafe be- 
fore us) of all their powers of rational acftion; for 
when this otherwife good man had tranfgreffed To 
far as to commit esicefSy he was no longer capable 
of confulting the dignity of his ftation, or'proi^'id- 
ing againft the moft di (honorable appearance. " Me, 
whofe deportment but fo little before, tvas To 
^highly refpcfted, degenerates into contelmpf^-iahd 
ridicule to his gracelcfs offepringi'&ftd becofnes 'an 
objecft of ferious forrow to 'his other childrefl, 
who could not but regret their Father's' fWly. 
And here we learn another leflbn, that one cer- 
tain punifhment attending upoii this viceisVthat 
it expofes the tranfgreffor to cbnfiderdble fhafne. 
Theinftance of Lofs ttefpafs s^aihft fdbriety, was 
ftill more dreadful in its tonftquence, • Hf^ became 
guilty of a moft enormous crime. Now both fhefe 
fadexamples afford (lifRtient prc^of, that \fKen hien 
yield to this* particular fin, the)^ in a mixvciitt ohUge 
the Lord to forfakc 'them, and give- them tip to 
the dominion of their depraVed hearti' a'nd-S^pe- 
.tites*. What can ptove it ftrxji^ger ffian-thfe-cafe 
of this nioft thoughtlefs finner? ' W^fefe'fiim'folbft 
to every power of reflexion, a'sto beihfenfible of 
the henious wickedhefs of^is adiions.- -Surely this 

* A ban's being intoxicatedf no way IdlTensJ "but^ritherfli^ni- 
vates the guili of any thing, he docs dmtfi in, that condftipn,' ^ny 
men arc uncommonly vicious when in liquor, who when fober, dif- 
cover none of thofe vices they are then fo'fagerfo pbffuc. It Islbr 
this rcafon that the wifdom of the laws' malifeKttle' allowance for an 
pflender, if robbery pr murder is proved 'againft a drunken perfon* 
One wickednefs prepareth for the^commiiTion of, another; and when 
we put fuch a devil into our mouths, (as' onje of buf fined ^oets 
affirms every morliTuite cxrp to ht) we know not i(fhat Work- ke' Will 
fct us about, having n» fuperior fpirit to control him ; 'reafoii is 
chained up, and the grace oi God rejected and withdrawn. 
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argues the extreme depravity of the creature, afid 
the.conftant need of Divine aid, at the fame time,' 
to prevent hi§ yielding to any fin. Who can me- 
ditate 'fuch condud:, but with becoming concern 
for the degenerate ftatfc of nature?. When' we 
confider an aged man, in fo Angular and feriousf a 
fituation, , yet guilty of fuch foul ' trarifgreffion ; 
but j.uft deprived of his companic(n, by'an awful 
judgoieifit for his ungrateful difobedience; butjdft 
and narrowly efcaped from the efFc<fls of God's 
moft terrible vengeance upon^r^ cities, for their 
abominably vicious cburfes, and whence he had 
been delivered, by fuch tender mercy; and yet fo 
foon to lofe all fenfe of duty and devption! Surely, 
I fay, this affords a melancholj^ pidture of the hu- 
man nature* . But ipen that are flaves t6 liquor may 
be confidered as mad, according to the judgment 
of a heathen fage (Seneca), and they have ho excufe 
for what may follow; for even granting Lot hiight 
be deceived, and (hould we throw the trefpafs upon* 

. the artifice of the inconfiderate and unnatural' of- 
fenders, ftlU that would never have hajppened^ had 
he not previoufly been guilty oiexcefs. But in thefc 
days n^en are not deterred by the cbmmiflion of a 

, lingle trefpafs; they run wilfully and habitually into 
thii? fin, without any fear or thought that God will, 
iboner or later, overtake and punilh thefe forbidden 
courfes. The fate of Lot fliould warn thcni of the 
vengeance they provoke. We find that even by 
this one intemperate adion, he brought upon him- 
ftlf, and part of his pofterity, a moft extenfive ahd 
heavy curfe. In confequence of his tranfgreflion 
two inceftuous children were produced, Aikmon 
and Moah\ of whom defcended thofe very memo- 

. rable nations, who i;i courfe of time provoked the 
heavy wrath of God, in that they proved moft cruel 

. enemies to his* chofea people; and as they were 

.Celebrated for x}s\€\x .idolatry vrA loofe living; fo in 

this fenfe we may clearly difcern the fins of the 

I fathers 
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' fathers inofV efFeAually vifited upon the cfiildren, 

: And as to hot hifnfglf the effeds of his debauchery 

and impurity were care and foftrow the remainder of 

• his days, ahd perpetual dtfgrace to the end of time, 

wherever his iniquities are recorded. 

From this very alarming example we may fairly 
.decide, that if God fpared not his fervant Lot, who 
even before had been an holy man, the nephew of 
the faithful Abraham, who was diftinguiflied by 
the exalted title of God*s friend; one who was 
thought worthy to entertain the tneflengers from 
heaven; if punifhment -of fuch a feri6us nature 
overtook one fo related, and prefer ved, and that for 
€ne offence ; what can they expedl, wbqfe God is their 
ieifyt who glory in their Jhame^ but that fome dread- 
ful vifitation will befal them, lince they are fo di- 
veftedof all godly thoughts and virtuous reftraints, 
as not only to be guilty of an occafional tranfgref- 
fion of this kind, but to follow it up day and night, 
tippling, and gorging themfelves, whenever they 
have an opportunity. 

In order therefore to convince this kind of finnefs 

of the mifchief they are heaping to themfelves, let 

us take a farther view of the vengeance that God 

hath often vifited fuddenly upon^ fuch as wholly 

devote themfelves to intemperate living; of this 

there are many inftances in Holy Writ. We read, 

. 2 Sam.'xiii. that Ammon, the fon of David, was 

put to death by his brother Abfalom, in the midft 

of his revelling; by which he was difenabled from 

faving his own life- The hiftory of Holofernes, 

. the mighty captain of the Affyrians, is equally in- 

ftrudive, in ihewing the confequence of carelefs 

debauchery; for being overpowered with wine, he 

became an eafy pray to his female enemy, being 

taken by furprife, when incapable of refiftance. 

We alfo read, i Mac. xvi.'i6. that when Simon 

. and his fons had drank largely at the feaft to which 

' they were invited by their enemy, they' were, fud- 

8 denly 
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dcnly aflaultqd and flain, not being able to defend 
thcmfelves. And there is aburitJant reafon to con- . 
dude, that if the people of Ifrael had been lefs ad- 
diAed to gluttonous de'fires, they would not {o 
often have fallen into idolatry \ to which theirfenfu- 
ality inclined, them, being tempted by the feafts in 
honor of heathen idols. Thus St. Paul defcribes 
them, 1 Cor. x. 7. The people fat 4own to eat and drink, 
and rofe up to play. And as they by coveting to 
plcafe their appetites, were tempted to forfake the 
Lord their God, fo are we enticed to confcnt unto 
all manner of wickednefs, when our hearts are 
Overpowered with revelling, and drunkennefs. It 
was during the intemperance of a banquet,, and^ 
under the influence of wine and high fpirits, that 
by an unguarded compliance, Herod fo cruelly 
fealed the murder 6f the holy Baptift, at the rc- 
queft of the daughter of his unlawful miftrefs. 
Again, had not the rich voluptuary in the gbfpej, 
been fo totally devoted to the gratification of his 
own appetites, he could never have ailed fo un- 
mercifully towards the diftreffed Lazarus, nor would 
he have had caufe to repent of his unfeeling dif- 

?ofition in the midft of unchangeable torments, 
urther, what led to the lingular vengeance of God> 
againft thofe abominable cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah? If you read the xvith of the prophet 
Ezekiel, and 49th verfe, you will find it thus re- 
^folved. Behold this was the iniquity of thy fifter Sodom :. 
pride ^ fulnefs of breads and abundance ofidlenefs was in 
her J neither did jhe firengthen the hand of the poor and 
Tieedy. It is manifcft from this account that their 
proud and dainty feaftings, their continual floth, 
and want of fhimanity towatds the poor, by de- 
grees involved them in fuch deteftable courfes, as 
hurried them to quick deftrudlion. Innurriera- 
ble are the dreadful eflfedis of this one vice, that 
might be brought both from profane as well as 
facred -hiftory, to alarnv mankind from fuch exccfs: 
. Vot. I. ; X whereby 
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vhcrcby men of the bravcft fpirits, and irioft 
eminent talents, fubmit to be enflavcd by the mod 
levelling, and degrading of all human viges. After 
a certain degree of indulgence, they have no power 
to rcfift the force of the temptations. The more they 
drink, the more they want. One luxurious enter- 
tainment leads on to the defire of another. And 
hence comes the common proverb, that a drunken 
man is always thirfty, and a glutton never filled. 

To conclude, as we too fadly experience that 
through the depravity of our fallen nature, thelufts 
and atFedions of mankind are truly infatiable; all 
that we can do is to learn to rule them by the fear 
of God, and a due regard to the welfare of our fouls. 
We muft drive to conquer our moft prevalent paC- 
fions, and every finful appetite, left we kindle 
God's difpleafure againft us. • St. Paul direds us 
to an excellent rule, whenever we feel difpofed to 
gratify forbidden defires, you will find it in i Cor. 
X. 31. IVbether ye t^at or drinky or whatfoever ye do*, do 
all to the glory of God^ This is a fafe meafurc of 
adlion, how far w^e may proceed without incurring 
fin and angering God. This will prevent us from 
gratifying all animal appetites, beyond what is 
needful to ftrengthen the body, or to recruit and 
cheer the fpirits.; and from rendering the foul in- 
capable of prailing God in purity for all his benefits 
to his unworthy creatures. Take this then for your 
unerring guide; that whofoever fo far tranfgreflcs 
the bounds of moderation, as to fall (hort of ferving 
God in all becoming fobernefs and truth, and with 
the utmoft decency of hehayior, he has facrificed 
to improper lufts, and may depend upon it, Unlefs 
he fpeedily repents, and thoroughly reforms, he will 
fooner or later experience the due pmnifliment 
which fuch mifcondud: merits. Let all who are 
unhappily dead to any proper fenfe of (hame and 
holinefs, and who perfift to make a mock at fin, 
confider ferioufly, this folemn, and moft intercfting 

truth,. 



The Homilies of the Church of England. yyj 

truth, that there can be no pardon or mercy with- 
out repentance; that repentance is of no avail with- 
out amendment ; and that amendment will never 
take place, without uiing thofe means of grace that 
God prefcribcs, in order to obtain his help and 
favor: thefe are conjiant prayer, ftiunning all bad 
company and temptationy and the ftridleft watchfulnejs 
over our own ways. What further arguments may 
ftill be ufed to difluade you from continuing in fuch 
vices, will compolfe the fubjedl of the nextdifcourfc. 
In the mean time, may God blefs what has now 
been faid for the improvement of all whom thefe 
exhortations moll concern ; through the merits and 
mediation of Jefus Chrift^ to whom, &c. 
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DISCOURSE XXIII. 



AJecond Dijcour/e againji Gluttony and Drunkcwiefr. 



Romania xiil. 13, 14. 

• • * • 

Let ur walk boneftly, as in the day^ not in rioting and 
' drimkmnefSi not in chambering and wantonnejsi but 
' pkt^t on*the Lord Je/us Chrifi^ and make not provi^ 
"^^ Cm for the fiejh to fulfil the lufis thereof . 

* * 

IN a farmer difcourfe upon thefe words, it was 
. moft carefully reprefcntcd to you, how highly 
fiifpleafing to Almighty God, is the abufe of thofe 
good creatures, which he has mod mercifully pro- 
vided for our refrefhmcnt and fupport, and not for 
the ends of waftefui profufenefs, or vicious indul- 
gence. The truth of this has been abundant!/ 
proved, both from the exprefs precepts of Holy 
Writ, and the dreadful puniftiments therein re- 
corded to have been vifited upon offenders of this 
defcription. But as many are grofsly ignorant 
of the true fpirit of God^s commands; and alf<^ 
fo enflaved by a depraved nature, as to fuffer the 
influence of fenfual dcfires to prevail agaihft the. 
force of all the fevere threatenings and judg- 
ments already mentioned ; as fuch will perhaps 
be fooner touched (upon y?/;^ principle) by the 
frefint mifchief that may bcfal them, than by any 

X3 that 
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th^ is afar off; let us try what good effcd fuch 
kind of arguments may produce ip perfons fo un- 
happily difpoTed. By this we fhall fecure Offe ufc- 
ful objqc}:; th^ evil^natufe of, tl^^ trie wflKbc evi- 
dent from the dreadful fruits it produces. 

Firft, it is undeniable, that excefs of every kind, 
is injurious to bodily health and ftrcngth. We may 
truly aflert erf thofe who are addided to intemper- 
ance, what the Pfalmift affirms of blood thirfty men, 
(Iv. 53.) That they live out tut half their days; for 
though there may b^ibwic exceptions to this gene- 
ral obfervation, through the extraordinary make and 
conftitution of particular perfons, yet in one fenfe 
it is true* of all, in that it weakens the powers of 
the mind, and oftcii occafions lingering difcafes, 
^hich render even life a burthen*. But there arc 
other evils of a very ferious confequen(;e, whicli 
naturally attend free livings whether conftpecj to 
excefs of food or liquor. If it is'grantc;d that li|ch 
condu(3: contiributes to drain the fortunes of the 
richy it muft neccffarily be more deftrudive to ihc 
:(ubftance of the poof^ and pixjve. as htirtful to ^ 
vate families, a^ tQ the community at. larger; ' ^jf 
debauchery, or living beyond his means, a laboairing 
man brings quick and fure diftrefsupon his farrtnrily, 
and brings the burthen of their fupport uponfodc* 
iy, which muft^ afljft in their relief, ^he dranknrd 
and the glutton Jhall come tn poverty (fays SoloraoHi 
frov. xxiii^ 20, 21,) therefore ikeep not (Ompaky with 
them. Again, a poor man. thus difpofed-, diftrcflcs 
his neighbour in another article, by incr^afin^ debts 
which he h^s not ability to pay: for he employs 
the little produce of his labour upon the in- 

♦ Thfc exertion of our .talents, and the vigour Nof intelledua] 
pofrcrs, no doubt compofe the principal glory of our live^ ; to iin- 
pab thefe by a wilful habit of any deftrudive fin, is confequehtly 
to dnntniih khechoiceft pdnion of our lives; and the fame may as 
truly be airerte4» of thofe who, by fioiilaV delinquency, fue acceflaty 
to the pafTing their lives in difeafe and pain, la either cafe the in« 
trinfic value of ^fc ttiuft gfcatly fuff«rV ' ' 

dulgencc 
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dulgencc of his appetites and vices, by which 
he Wilfully involves the induftrious and fobcr 
(.though poor ftian like himfelf) into frequent 
difficulties, and thus incurreth a double curfe. 
Hear the charader of fuch men, as given us in 
the xxviiith of Proverbs 3d. A poor man that opprejf^ 
eth tbi poor, is like ajweeping rain that leaveth nofcodi 
a worfe; defcription of men cannot poffibly be con^ 
ceived, for there is every reafon for the poor to 
feel for thofe in like condition, but the glutton 
and the drunkard have no confid^ration,— they 
care only for the gratifying of their ruinous appe- 
tites. It is impoftible to exprefs all the numerous 
dangers and inconveniencies that attend intempe- 
rate living; the above is but a general view of the 
diforder. Sortie of the moil common evils are 
thefe which follow : There are two particular dif-- 
eafes which ufually attack the body in an alarming 
and ftioclcing manner, in confequence of habitual 
^xcefs; firjiy the apoplexy^ which frequently deftroyg^ 
the pampered carcafe at bne^ ftroke j or, fecondlyy 
the palfy, which brings on fuch lingering death, and 
melancholy debility of limbs, as to afford a mifer-. 
able monument of the efefts of too high living, 
and luxurious floth. As to the fingle vice of 
drunkennejs^ do we not daily fee that it cxpofes 
people to the power of Satan more than any other ? 
In this (late they are prone to every kind of out- 
rage, not only of injuring tbefnjehes^ or dellroying 
onei^wi frequently (among the lower clafsefpecially) 
we read of their murdering and ruining numhersy 
fometimes in the mod barbarous manner that can be 
put in pradlice, or that the Evil One himfclf could 
invent, or wilh. Great, doubtlefs, is the crime 
of all thofe who encourage perfons to indulge a vice 
to which they are known to be too much inclined; 
and the bad effedts of which it is impoflible to tell; 
for when a notorious reprobate is mad with liquor, 
and of coyrfe forfaken of God, and void of all re-l. 

X 4 ftramt. 
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ftraint, who poflibly can (Iiy to what degree of 
wickednefs the devil will tempt him, or who may 
be the unguarded object of his finful purpofcs? 
Excefs of liquor not only inflames the blood, and 
leads to certain death, through many bodily com- 
plaints, fo as in this fenfe to make, a man his oim 
dcftroyer, but it €xpofes people to accidents that 
could never happen jf they had their reafon : Does 
it not frequently bring on Judden dt^aih? ,Vf\\o that 
pcrVcrfely continues to follow this odious vice caa 
be aflurcd but fuch will be bis fatq? /Is the tree falls 

Jo will it lie. It is acircumftance of mod tremen- 
dous' confideration, to reflqd: upon being hurried 
into an eternal ftate of being, through means of 
Brutal and forbidden excefs ;■— as a fpirlt polluted 
by filthy lufls, where can the foul take refuge? 
What can it anfwef ? Will any* one pretend to fay 
h6 did .not know the faults that cjid rpoft ealily 
belet him when in the body ? or dcby that he was 
frequently exhorted to repent and 'mend, left he 
Ihould come into that place of tof rinent prepared 
fof the devil and his. fervants ? "None can-, be fo 
ftupid (who think' at all) to fuppote that the bright 
realms of purity and peace can afford a place for 
fenfelefs drunkardsj and riotous* Kvers. No; no- 
thing impure can enter th^re : Attend 'to God's 
(jvvn words. Be not deceived^ nor thieves^ nor covetous^ 
fior drunkards y fhall inherit the kingdcpi (f Hea*ven\ 
that is, while men live intheff^ cqurfcs, there is no 
hope of pardon : it is needlefs t > repeat the drcad- 
i\il fate of thofe who die in thein. it is furely wife 
then tc? repent in time, to forfake our fins, and 
turn urjto the Lord : Let him that Jiole fiealno more: 
Let the drunken fl:rive to become ibbet; let him 
fly from his debauched and idle companions as 
from a plague, as from dteth itfelf. Let all who 
^re 'flaves to any manner of excefs pray inftantly, 
and earneftly, for grace to profit by every atimoni- 

* tion for their good. Time will fopa be over with 

the 
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the youngcft and the ftrongeft; eternity then be- 
gins. Gonfider Fell, in time, what it is tp be in 
mifery unutterable for ever. It is in vain to of^ 
fer any thing further of this kind upon tlie fubjedt^ 
\j:ithoHt we firft obtain the grace of Go^j and this 
we fhould implore with an earneftnefs proportion- 
able to 'our^ fenfe of n^itural failing, and invete- 
rate habit;. Without God's help >ve fh^ll never ba 
able tV make head agalnft any of pur. darling paf- 
fio^«..f y^ilijf^ God.beftQW^ his bJeiliqg on pur 
tables (and fi^w in-ihefe times ever .'thiAk oi ajking. 
It).; except he gives 'ftirength to nature to digeft 
our nburilhment^ fo aV.Jtb anfwer the . yholefdmc 
purpofe it was fent fox:, . Wnat would, the liunian 
body prove but a mcrje r^^ for food? Ex^ 

pofecL to "continual furfeiriiig; it muft leithq: be re- 
licyeci by fuk:h difg^ftful.nveans as eafes the infa-t 
tiate appetites of voracious iind irrat^ppal Ijprutes^ 
or elfe ...remain within, .to corrupt the blood, ana 
punilh the ofFend^er with va|[iety of diforders : nor 
indeed,' though .we ihoul4 ufe an .Wze;?r<^ form b£ 
thanks before we takc!pux ,mc^Is,vcan we reafon- 
ably exped <jjod'$ blefling on tlieni, if. we fit down 
with previous purpofe toar(Julge exccfs, and thus^ 
di(hpnor both our Maker and ourrdves.' View the 
picflure- of . the driinkajd, , as drawn by Solomon, in 
!P,rQV..xxiii. 25. io.;. Wi,9 hh(h woe? Who hath Jor-^ 
raw?..,.Who hath ftrife^' or difconfent? .^JVho hath 
wounds svithokt cauje? that is, unneceflaryaccidents 
and quarrelling ; and 'w6o hath rednejs of^^^es ? Even 
they that Jarry long ai the ^i.ne -, they that go tojeek mixed, 
wine, or who hunt after abundance, and variety of 

• On the frinciple mentioned in th^ advertifemcnt precaltng the 
iirft difcourfe on this fubje^, the Editor could not refrain the op- 
portunity of expdtiatit^ moft fally/oir. the dreadful confeqiiences o{ 
this particular, vice; if fu3li admonitions were occafionally read in 
fimilica at certain feafons of general temptation, fome valuable ewj 
jDigbibe obtained, at lead the chriflian's effort would be difcharg- 
td, 
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liqudr. Here are the exprefs figns of God's im- 
mediate difpleafure.againft fuch men. Woe, for- 
fow, ftrife; hfeedlefs wounds, or accidents, a dif- 
figured countc^nance, and feeblenefs of fight, muft 
be expefted, if men give'^ky^ to gluttony, and an 
irregular mode of life. If they' employ* themfelves, 
as tdo *mahy do, in ftudyihg chiefly how to pleafe 
theit- palates, or feeking opportunities to difguifcr 
fhemfelves with liquor: . ' ''' . '^' ' '[ 

The wife prince from whom wehlV^t'thisJeflbn, 
was thoroughly acqualhted; with the /many evils 
that attend thefe hurtful "likbits;" arid therefore 
cautions in thfe following VeVfe^ iil thdre exprelTrve 
'^ords : Lopk not Mpn ' the ^^tkf wien it is red, when 
a givefp its. colour in ibe\a^^'whpi it moveth ttfelf 
aright ; ^'Mch is a^ mofch aob fay;, Vlefct Aot W the 
femptitibn which ricfh, and palafttbl^; aAd toMy 
wines ;^refent ; for at the laji fftys he) ifhiteth like 
aferpeijt, and Jlingeth Ukt an' adder. Thine ' r/es fhall 
heboid firange ijOomn^ and thine\ keart Jhhll utter per-' 
verfe thrngsiihzt is, it will' entice ttree to engage 
in ftiri mote dangerous yireg> ^nd pervert the 
guard of thy lips. Thou-fijalt hi as one Jleepin^ in 
tbeynidft ofthefea^ or as he 'who lieth drt the top' of a 
inafli by this laft figure he beautifully jreprefents 
to as, how reafon and our beft* powers are" fettered 
By intoxication, and that we are often dra^fring to 
th'e Very verge of de^uiliony yvithout knowing our 
danger ; and he concludes' Vi^ith the moft finking 
defcription of that infatuation which governs thofe 
Vk^hO are flaves to their cups. Which renders them 
rnfenfible to all the finer feelings of honour, the 
precepts of virtue, or even the reft raints of fhame. 
They have Jlrif ken me ({halt thou fay) and I was not 
fick : they have bedien mcy and I felt it not : when I 
tiwake, therefore, Ivjill feek it yet again. Surely no- 
. thing can prove a man To void of cpndudl and 
every proper feeling of his charadtcr, as to be in a 
condition not to know when he is beaten, or other- 
wile 
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wife unworthily treated. Juft and alarming, art 
the pidures of this vice: they are fet before us iii 
this ftrong colouring, to warn us of our danger^ 
for that moft furely can never be too much avoid* 
ed, that is, compfirtd to the vehomous bite of a 
ferpent, which leads to the commiflion of the 
fduleft crimes, which moveth the heart to contrive 
and execute all nriaimer of •mifchief, which refem* 
ble a man afleep in the midft of the waves, and 
threatens him witTi momentary dcfl:iii<5ti6n/or Which 
defcribes the ftroke of death \o n&ir, as though one 
flumbcred oh the top of a maft, Thu^ is the 
druhkard painted, v^ho gloridi in his (hanrie till 
he falls a rotten circaie, and pollutes the vcrj^ 
earth that cbvers him, while his fbul or fpirit mixe$ 
With lUch As are. under iqiiar condemnation/ whb 
are referved in paihs and darknefs for the final 
judgrtient ind puhilhment 6f tht ^'icked. 

Various ire the (ha pes in which men fufFer arid 
cxpofe thtmfelves to dange!r, through wilful living itl 
iuchfins, for they are thereby moved to commit all 
manner of ungodli^efs with grefedinefs : for when 
deprived of reafon, they are Hduced either to a 
ftate of folly or of madriefs. Froni all that has 
been feid upon this fubjedl:, none hardly can be fo 
dull as not to fee the miferable condition of thofe 
who ftill devote themfelves to fenfual cxcefs. No 
t)nc will venture to deny but that wilfully to de- 
prive ourfelvcs of the ufe of any limb, would bi 
juftly reckoned as a very finful aftion ; but is not 
drinking till we arc void of underftanding, a ftill 
more dreadful thing, fince without our fenfes we 
cannot ufe our limbs ? The prophet Hofhea ob- 
ferves, iv. a. th^t excefs of wine corruftetb the heart ^^ 
and furely it is a melancholy refleAion that men 
•fhould fo difguife and drown their nobleft faculty, 
ias to retain no power to direcft their fpeech or ac- 
tions 1 IVine and women^ faith the wife fon of Sii-ach, 
xix. 2. witi make men of underjinnding to fall away : 

1 Even 
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Even hjcathens were earned \\y condemning this 
vice, efpecially when it difgraced the conduft of 
thofe in power. One of their moft celebrated philofo-* 
phers (Plato) judifioufly obferves, that the habit of 
drinking to excef:^ i^ inagidrates^ inclines them to 
JeverUy inftead oi jufiice, and was apt to produce 
an unfeeling hearty by ^ which they were likely tQ 
govern according to. fits of jpaffion and blincled 
wiU, and not by rylqs of equity and reafon. Doubt- 
lefs intemperance -de ft rpys the eqjUal, balance of |h^ 
inind; and agreeable to the fajne remark, Solomo^ 
thus fpeaks, rrQv^ ;cxxi. 4, . 5# // is nqtfor king^ ./? 
dri/ik wine, nor for^ princes Jirong drink^jeji they ^rii^ 
and forget the law,,, and rperv^^t thijudg^e^t of a^ of 
the /mUied. Suck general .deciliong^n this irul?ji^> 
cpnfirrrf the aggravation, of",^jihefauji Jtf^.^^^^^ 
whom authority i^cpmnai^tedif. for thqjntcmppratc 
magiftrate not pn^y: eijcouragoth evil- by hi^own 
efcamfk,, hut under j^ (jlpuded undcrftand^ng ttiay 
dp injury to the ii^nocent.;.^an<i.when a^maji is(iny 
capable to govern ^^imfelf^Uo^Wj^c^n, he be qualified 
to pafs judgment uppii others ?* A^nother daogerou^ 
ponfequenceattepding upon this^yicc* to thofe i^ 
pow^r, is that if cliiqual^fics ixom ke^ing\couiyel. fii^ 
intoxicated pcnon.igani feldom keqp ' a fecrct ; . he 
publifhes what hc.;fcnQws to a)l alike. *■ It exppfcs 
the wifeft man tHat^tKu;|tranfgrefies to utter fpolifh 
ami wicked . fpeechp ; tand as janqther moral hea- 
.then (Seneca) well obferves, by putting a ftop. to 
fhame \t encourages qvery latent difpofition to 
evil,,. ai)d provojceth ip all manner of mifchief, 
3^hus when wine, hath take^ full poflcflion of the 
brain, the proud man iftieweth the depth of his 
pride, tlie hard-hearted ^ his cruelty, and the enyi^ 
pus . his malicfe. The optward. behaviour and the 
thoughts of tlie heart appear equally contemptible;. 
The man is ignorant of bimfelf, he ftammereth with 
his fpeech, he ftaggereth with his. body, and hi* 
cycsand fenfes. do equally betray him. ,. 
. , ; ' From 
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From all thefe pointed obfervatipns of different 
wife men, both fcrvants of God, and thofe who 
had only the light of nature to direct them, it is 
very evident, that the tamper of man is fubjedl 
to the greateft difordcr from yielding to excefs ; 
which is the natural foe of reafon and difcretion : 
Wine (fays Solomon) is a meeker, firong drink is 
raging ; and whofoever is deceived tbeveby is Tiot wife^ 
And here again, the fame union of fentimcnt di- 
red:s the opinion of the ancient fage ; whofoever 
(fays Seneca) hopeth to have the right ufe of his 
faculties, while he continues a flave to irregularity^ 
he may as fenfibly exped to drink poifon, and not 
to die ; for the certain effect of having the fpirits 
fo agitated, and the nerves fo unbraced, is that the 
mind becomes unfit for clofe attention and found 
judgment. But grievous ik it, that in thefe tinfies 
men are indifferent as to the decorum of behavi- 
our, or the charafter of their underflanding. So 
that they c^n procure fufficient wealth for the gra- 
tification of their vain defires and fenfual appetites, 
they think it no difgrace to expofe themfelves in 
the moft degrading ftate, to which a rational beir^ 
can defcend, or any reflexion upon manhood to a<5t 
the part of fenfelefs fools and madnien. If they 
are not ftraitened in the means of exercifing their 
extravagance, and efcape the galling reproach of 
being thought poor, they are eafy as to the opinioa 
of the fober^minded, nor in the leaft concerned for 
the cenfure which their conduct merits. But as 
riches make themfelves wings^ and cannot laft for 
ever, any more than conftitution, it would' be wife 
therefore in air who ai-e too much devoted to thefe 
hurtful habits, to attend to Solomon's repeated cau- 
tions, Prov, xxi. 17. and xxiii. 20, &c. Hetbatlovetb 
wine fhall not be rich. . Be not among ft wine bibbers, 
among ft riotous eaters offte/h, for the drunken and the 
glutton fhall come to poverty. 

What 
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What but want^ can be the end of thofe who 
fpend all they have in the indulgence of their appe- 
tites^ and confume more in a day than they earn in 
a week ? There is a filly and ungodly obfervation 
which the ignorant and thoughtlefs are often ready 
to offer upon fuch occafions^ viz- whom doth this 
moft concern bi^t theperfon himfelf ? And he is no- 
one's enemy but his mm\ but this is fpeaking 
without reafon or religion : for it hath been abun- 
dantly (hewn, that fuch perfons arc not only in 
continual danger, and the certain way of injuring 
themfehes in many fliapes, but that they alfo corrupt 
Jociety by their example. They are a nuifance to all 
who happen to meet them ; they offend the modefl 
and temperate by their indecent converfation, and 
brutal diihonpring of theit nature : they are 
tempted to commit all manner of outrages^ that 
are contrary to peace, and the fafety of their neigh- 
bors, even aftions of the moft grofs and iniquitous 
defcription. They afltft in fpreading vice Wherever 
they go, and while they wafte their fubftancc in 
Teailing others, and forfeiting themfelves, they fre- 
quently permit their near connexions to endure the 
greateft difficulties, and their families and depen- 
dants to become liable to long and bitter experi- 
ence of their ruinous extravagance. In (hort, they 
are not only ufelefs but pernicious members of the 
community ; fince the blefTed means of foftening 
the cares and relieving the neccflitles of thofe who 
expefl and merit their fupport, are all confumed in 
corrupting themfelves and feMow creatures. A tho- 
rough fot is the moft contemptible and unprofitable 
creature that exifts. He i» incapable either of 
ruling, or obeying. But above all, fuch charac- 
ters bring heavy fcandal upon the church and 
cohgregatiaii to which they belong ; and foV w'hich 
reafon St. Paul ranks them with the very vileft 
of all finners, and forbids chriftians even to eat 
with fuch as are thus depraved. 

From 
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From all that has been advanced^ in order to 
diiTuade mankind from living in habits of any in^ 
temperance, let us humbly hope (through God'i 
blelling on our prayers to him for help) that all 
who have hitherto been addicfted to thefe fins, may 
have grace to drive from this moment to break 
their chains,' and to cultivate the profitable vir- 
tues of temperance and fobriety, that they may 
find ftrength to check every inclination to indulge 
their appetites further than is confiftent with the 
religious enjoyment of God's good creatures. 
Nay, rather than be fubdued by the fins that do 
moft eafily befet them, that they may rather have 
rccourfe to occafional abftinence, to keep under the 
body, and not wilfully give up to the dominion 
of ungodly lufts. This will prepare the mind 
for better application to God in holy exercifes, as 
prayer, hearing and reading God*s word, and ob- 
taining fpiritual comforts from above. 

To conclude, whofoever valueth the health of 
his body, or the quiet of his mind, nay even 
length of days ; whofoeVer honoreth the rich gift 
of underjianding by AVhich man is diftinguiftied 
from the beafl^s that perifti; whofoever dreads the 
confequence of ungovernable paflions; whofoever 
efteems the credit of a fair name, or the refpedt 
and friendlhip of good men ; he who would avoid 
the fure road to poverty and contempt ; who is 
unwilling to fubjedl his neighbor to any offence 
or injury, but wifiies to approve himfelf a ufeful 
member of the fociety in which he lives. And 
laftly, whofoever truly values the bleffed title 
by which he is called, who would be a chris- 
tian, without caufing flander and difgrace to the 
churcl\ of Christ, let him carefully refrain from 
all manner of excefs ; let him obferve the rule 
that is given by St. Paul to all confiderate chrif- 
tians, whether be eatetb or drinketh, or wbatjoever he 

doth. 
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dotb, let it he all done to the ^ory of God^ who hath 
created all things to be temperately ufed, with 
praife and gratitude ; to whom be all honor and 
glory for ever and ever. Atnen. 
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DISCOURSE XXIV. 
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Agamft Excefs of Apparel. 



I Timothy ii, 9. 

In like mamer clfo^ IwUl that women adorn themfelvet 
insnddeft apparel^ with Jhamefaceinejs andjohriety^ 

IN a former difcourfc againfl: excefs> the fubjeft 
was confined to the'neccffity and benefit of 
governing our aninwil appetites, which arc too apt 
to lead thofe aftray who are hot under thi influence 
of God's grace. It was proved in a variety of ex- 
amples, both from holy icripture, and the natural 
confequence of things, that excefs of every kind was 
hurtful to men's own happinefs, to the welfare of 
their friends, and the/ community in general ; and 
above all, that it was hateful in the fi^t of God« 
who is the providei* of all thefe good creatures for 
our fupport and refreihmcnt, and not for the pur* 
pofes of vice, and the dilhonor of his holy name, 
to as finally to provoke his fevere punifhment of 
all who defy his precepts;, and trample upon his 
bouQty. 

The artick of extravagance, agaiiift which the 
prefent difcourfe is levelled, is of fo ruinous a ten-* 
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dency in many points of view, that it defervcsa 
feparate examination. The words of the text de- 
clare fufficiently that it relates exprefsly to our 
dre/s. 9bth the folly and the crime of indulging 
excefs in this refpcft, afford a fubjcdi: of yery fea- 
fon^ble inftruftion in thefe tiniesr. No one will 
venture to deny, but that this failing is carried to a 
greater degree of expence, anduniverfal improprie- 
ty,' than the menwry of roan can inftance. We 
will not concern ourfelves at prefent with the fe- 
veral circumftances that may contribute to thii^ 
prevailing mifchief, or enlarge on its many bad 
effedls; it is cnodgh, in a. religious fenfe, to be af- 
fi^red that this, and every other eflcntial error of 
qur condudl, proceeds from a difrcgard to the ge* 
nuine fpirit of the goipel. We will coniider the 
adual f^(3:, a^ it muft be difpleafing to Almighty . 
Cod, whofe holy word admonifties againrft indulg-' 
ing /every Jcind of vanity. In tio fliape is thi» 
evil quality of the mind more encouraged, fhan by 
extravagance m drejs. It has been judged Qf fwch^ 
deftrudive confequence in a pohtical light, fo fat 
as it . corrupts the manners, of tKe people at large* 
t^^at; laws have been framed at different times to 
fupprefs the growth of this alarming luxury, 
; It being the principal defign of what is now de- 
livered, to recommend propriety and decency in 
this particular, I (hall proceed to fliew you plainly 
fron^thc word of God, both what is therein eftcero-. 
ed a moderate and allowable ufe of dre(s, as Irkc- 
v('\k what abufes are therein forbidden. The ex- 
pediency of reformation will be further manifeft by 
ftating the complaints and inconveniencies that 
daily prefent themfelves upon the fubjed, no lefs. 
than by attending to the punifliment of many, who, 
from the expence and unbecoming ftyle of their 
apparel, involve ^t;hemfelves in trouble^ which, by 
moderation). Height have been prevented. 

Tlpia firft thing to be confidered iij, order to di- 
8 ' re<5l 
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red your judgment on this fubjeifti is the end, and 
ufe, for which our heavenly Father hath plrovided 
<:lothing for his creatures. It is indifpiltible^ that 
God vouchfafes thefe blefllngs not only for the pur- 
pofe of mere neceffity, but alfo for the fake of a 
decent appearance, that his fervants may be habit- 
ed with due propriety, accbrding to the form and 
excellence of their creation. As to the reafon *of 
this, it is manifeft from the clothing of the very 
trees, herbs, and various produdlions of the earth : 
They not only fupply us with abundant comforts, 
according to their different qualities, biit they, 
contribute to our happinefs and delight, by the 
great variety of their beautiful arid fuitable ap- 
pearance, as likewife by their refrefliing fragraiicy. 
Thus both the wonderful power and cbndefcending 
1%love of God is manifefted towards his creatures, 
not only by providing for their many wants> but 
alfo by chearing their fenfes with an innoccilt and 
delightful enjoyment. This goodnefs of the Lord 
is fully exprelTed by the Pfalmift, civ. 14, Sec. 
wherein he declares the effefts of his gracious pro- 
vidence, not only in that He caujetb the grt^s to 
f row for the cattle y and herbs for thefervice ofihan^ that 
e may iring forth food out of the earthy but alfo wine 
that maketb glad the heart of man, and bread which 
Jirengtheneth it. In this a6l of praife we may plain^ 
ly difcover thaxz proper ufe of God's good creature^ 
is perfcdlly innocent, and that a Juft cenfure is im- 
plied againft thofe who are either fo fenfeleft and 
ungrateful as to flight and abufe them, or who 
•wx)uld confine men to the ufe of what is barely 
^ecejfary to fuppdrt life, and require ilcedlefs adls of 
mortification, Jby abftaining from the moderate en- 
joyment of thofe bounties^ with which the Qodof 
nature hath blefled mankind. . 

St. Paul'i reafdfling, in the iid chapter of hi» 
lEpiftie to the Cololliahs, is diredlcd againft this 
'l&tter erroi'i and the attending to vain tradUi^^^ • ^^ 

•^ Y 2 ciKiiQns 
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exhorts his difciples not to liften to fu<:h as (hall 
fay. Touch not, tcfie not, handle not, from a fuperfti- 
tious and ill-founded perfuafion, that they ihould 
deny themfelves the rational comforts of life. But 
at the fame time that we are indulged in^a reafon- 
able liberty, we muft be very cautious, left under 
cover of this cbriftian privilege, we prefume to do 
^vhat pleafes our own' prefent appetites, or vain de- 
fires, which would endanger our being brought 
again under the bondage of fin. 

Now there is nothing more calculated to do this 
than an improper paffion for expenlive drefs ; than 
thewifh of diftinguifliing ourfelves from others of 
the fame rank in life, by the collfiijefs of our cloth- 
ing. This is apt to feed the feeds of vanity within us, 
to incline us to thhik lefs of other peopje thaa they 
deferve, and to make a falfe juagtnent of fhofe. 
who are perhaps more worthy than ourfelves^ in 
many ejfmtial refpedls*. It is a common but a 
juft remark, that if all ranks of people could be 
prevailed upon to drefs becoming their cmploy- 
ments and circumftances in life, that wanton, loofe> 

• -This reigning pjtffion is produftive of many and great in- 
convenienciey. i^. It tends to level that diftin^ion in fociety 
which is oidained by God's providence for the good end fA 
order, and the various f rials of his creatures in their refpe^ive 
flations. idly^ It promotfes a ruinous extravagance in alL In 
thofe who <;an better aflx^rd this indulgence, it lowers the due 
fefpedl to fuperlors, whom, if we can approach in appearance, 
we are too apt to fancy we eaual in confequence. 3^, Its hurt* 
fill influence extends to all deicriptions, in that all would wxfh to 
iee themfelves as gay as their neighbours : but it is the caafe of 
ftill greater evil, by adding to the pride ^ diJconUnt, and infolence of 
the very loweft claffes of the people, and which naturally muft end 
in idlinefs and ruin to themfelves arnd families ; yet this is not attz 
2L rage for finery paves the way to the raoft dangerous vices ; it 
feeds the deadly paffion of envy in the mind, and rather than not 
indulge their vain defires, and fee themfelves exceeded l)y their 
companions, many are temptedvto follow the moft deftruftive courfea 
to fupply the objed of their wifhes; in Ihort, it is the very nature 
of iin^ukrity and gaiety of drefs to attrad aft admiration towards 
th? perfon fo adorned, and which in truth is the leading motive to 
indulge it.. 
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and immodeft conduft, would be much lefs general 
in the world than it is at prefent, it being owing to 
the afliftance of this temptation that fuch behaviour 
is frequently provokedarid cherilhed. 

The holy fcripture propofes four diftinft and 
wbolefome leflbns, which, were they pioufly ob- 
ferved, would greatly help to regulate all improper 
defires of this defcription ; and engage us to follow 
that decency and propriety of drefs, that God re- 
quires in all his fober minded fervants. The firft 
is contained i(i the xiiith chap<, of St. Paul's cpiftle 
to the Romans, and 1 4th verfe, where we are exhorted 
Sr*(? put on the Lord Jefus Chriji^ and not to make provijton 
for the flejhj to fulfil the lufts thereof. Now it is evi- 
dent that vanity of drefe tends greatly to this end/ 
from that fine defcription given us by Solomon, in 
Prov, vii. where he reprefenteth the bad woman as 
aiding her evil defigns by the rich and expenfive 
ornaments with which (lie decked her perfon, and 
bv the perfumes, fine linen, and enticing words by 
which the prevaileth upon the unwary foul to fin*. 
Here is a very plain warning to that portion of 
fociety, which is moft liable to fufFer from fuch an 
jcrror, to avoid all fuch occafiohs of temptation, as 
may lead the body to tranfgrefs* inftead 6f helping 
it to gain the victory. The 7?f^»^ admonition is 
thu$ expreffed, in St. Paul's i Cor. vii. 31. we are 
there exhorted to ufe the world as not abufmz it. Here 
the Apoftle not only fl:rikes at the root of all undue 
ambition, pride and. vanity in drefs, or other things; 
but hp forbjds every improper care or afleflionfor 
fuch things^ a§ will divert and prevent -us from 
placing our thoughts on heavenly concern?^ and the 
heedful confideration of oUr humble duty to God. ' 

f This is. a fcpng truth, which is undeniable, but it muft be con- 
fined to per fops of the above unhappy chara^er ; and to fuch whofe 
finiatioQ endangers the fame misfortune, by yielding to the tempta*^ 
tion of van^yi ^nd indulging an excefs i^nfuited to their' circum* 
ft"ancj?», ■ "'. ■ ^ ■ ' . ■ . -. :. i 
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And the adyicc fcems very nccelTary; for people 
that are violently attached to the 6rnamenting their 
perfons, or indeed to any thing that nourifhes 
felfifli plqauire, arc generally (in truth one might 
fay confequently) too negligent of the' very different 
iludics which alone are profitable to their growth 
in grace. Accordingly we find our Blefled Lord, 
in the vithofSt. Matthew, vcr. 31. thus warning ys 
Ijimfelf : "Take no thought ^ faying what Jhall we eat^ or 
what Jhall we drink, or wherewithal Jhall we^ be clothed \ 
hutjeek ye Jirji the kingdom of Cod and, his right eoufnejsl 
In which caution we are taught that our minds 
ihould be chiefly employed upon hetter^ objeds tha!\ 
thefe outward things, that is, that we fhould not 
make them our main ftudy, as too many do, nor 
be To wrapt up in them as to occalion their hinder- 
ing us to obtain God's kingdom, inftead of helping 
to forward us in our way thitHer, by a, prudent and 
thankful ufc of the creatures provided for our 
convenience, and not our ruin. ' ' " 

The third Icflbn is thdLiof^ contentment ; by. which 
i^ underllood ttiat we fhould humbly fubrnit to 
live latisfied, with that itate of life' in which the. 
jprovidence of God hath placed, us, whether it be a 
high, middling, or^ow condition. Of this we 
m'dy be certain, that the fame principle which ren- 
ders a tnan alhamed of plain or fparing apparelj 
will rilake^him proud and vain of finer clothes, if he. 
can' anyways procure them. We ^lu ft, therefore, 
tcarnof tbe'Apoftle, in the iv^h PhiU ver. 12, Both id 
^efulL and. to he hungry ^ hth to abound and, tpJ^fferneedJ 
And ^o prevent bur exceeding the juft lirhits of* 
moderation in any cafe whatfpever, it will greatly 
jprofit ix^ to rernember, that we miift give an accoUht^ 
45f all that vft have recdved, to that-Holy Being, in 
Wbofe light aU unwarrantable excefs and extra- 
yagance^is hateful, and every, thing that leads to 
pridie an4 vanity ; who hath pofitively forbiddeni' 
whatfoeveir i» likely to corrupt our* hearts; or to 
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Icflen Qur duty ^bwards himfelf, whofc cxprefs 
commandments enforce charity towards our neighs 
l>ourS| our childrjen, and dependants ; and to love 
them even as our/elves: but thefe we never fliall be 
abletoobey/as long as we afford a place in our af- 
fedions for any favorite and forbidden paffions. 

The fourth, and laft rule, that niay alfift in regu^^ 
lating our defines in this particular article, is for 
every one mpft ftridly to confider the nature of hij* 
appointed calling, or part in life, and for each perr 
fon to maintain the peculiar ftation allotted- him, 
with that gocd fenfe and moderation^ which his de- 
gree and office dired to be his duty. Had this due 
weight, the fault and folly would be equally cpn- 
fpicuous of imitating an equality in point of drefs,; 
and people would be induced to order their apparel 
according to the quality and employment in which 
God has placed them. Under the influence of this 
judicious refolutiotti wc (hould fee many of both 
iexes content to wear the plaineft clothing, who 
nt)\v make a figure in filk, in laces, and fine linen, 
and all the gaudy colours they can fancyor procure. 
Many expending more in one year upon their per- 
fons, than their forefathers , received formerly for 
their whole fupport*. 

]But the chief concern, in thefe days, feems to be 
to rival each other in high and elegant living; in 
pampefing the appetite, and ornamenting the body; 

* We \iV(p moQuments (lill left us, of tbe plain and becoming 
thriftinefs pf the ruftic anceftry of this country, in the modeft drefles 
that may yet be fcen once a week, on the Lord's day, in ibmc of 
the nnore di^ant and frugal counties. One fnit fatisfied them fdr 
their whole live^, a$ a holiday dix^si smd many of them ait fiill 10 
being, and have defcended' from father to fon for generations; 
whereas in thefe days, all alike difplay a frippery and extrava- 
gance of apparel. .The ibilk maid is as gaudily arrayed as the 
milliner. Variety of drefs and continual change of fafliion, im- 
poverifh the fuhftance and debajuch the mind of all the lower claffet 
of the people; nor can diflindion of charter oc employment 
fcarce any lon^ be discovered from the eat ot quality ot the on^* 
Waid garment. . 
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fixing the affcdions wholly upon worldly pofleflipna^ 
and lofty views; abufing God*s goodnefs by wafting 
and mifemploying the plenty his providence bc- 
ftows, and paying no manner of regard to proprie- 
ty of condudt and fituation. The example of God's 
people in the wildernefs, is worthy imitation^ in re- 
Ipcdl to raiment. We read, in Deut. xxix. 5. that 
they had not the fmalleft caufe for difcontent on 
this account, that their apparel was plain and with- 
out variety ; for they could not be infenfible to the 
bleffing of God upon them, when neither the clothes 
iipon their bodies, nor the Ihoes upon their feet 
wer« waxen old, during forty years* This is a cir- 
cumftance that fhould ftrengthen our faith in the 
care of our heavenly Father over thofc who princi- 
pally confult the honor of his laws ; for though we 
are not to expecfl any miraculous favor to be (hewn 
us, yet God hath abfolutely promifed by his Son, 
that if we fix pur hearts where true joys are to be 
found, all thefe neceffary things Iball be added unto 
us; for our gracious Father knoweth the articles 
that we truly need. The children of Ifrael did not 
confider themfelves difgraced by wearing the gar-* 
ments of their fathers; but it is now the cuftom to 
be continually changing in this article, and never 
fatisfied : the confequence of which, to many, is 
final poverty and diftrefs. Nor is any eflential be- 
nefit derived from^uch a change of manners. Ex- 
perience ftiews us, that the fineft beau, with all the 
help of his luxurious clothing, is not more able to 
refift the chilling cold abroad, than the poor labofw 
ing man, who can ftand the bleak north wind the 
whole day long, though only covered with a tattered 
garmwt. And as to the youth of thefe days, far 
from being willing to adopt the plaiiwicfs and frugia^ 
lity of former times, their profuftnefs is notorious* 
They muft have a morning drefs, anothef for the 
.middle of the day, and a new one for their evening 
wear. As to the form, at one time it is thought 
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becoming to wear ^w clothes ; foon they are changed 
again for Ihorter. We muft have a diiferent dreli 
for fummcr, and for winter. In fliort> the faihion$ 
arc as numerous as the fancies of the wearers. We 
range throtigh different countries to gratify this 
<;ndlefs rage for novelty. Cloth, filk, velvet, linen, 
and every colour that can be given to each, fiip- 
ply their day of admirations yet are we ntvcr 
pleafed or fatisfied for any length of time, - Our 
BlciTed Savior enjoins his followers, in St. Mat« 
thew's Gofpei, x. 10. not to provide themfelves 
even with a fccond coat*^ And though the precept 
was delivered to thofe particularly commiflioncd to 
preach the word, yet we may thence infer a leflbn 
of fmderafion. But now a days, men have their 
preffes fo filled with clothing, that fomc fcarcc 
know how many fuits tMey have. To which un-^ 
profitable and vain hoarding St. James alludes in 
V. 1. Goto now ye rich mm^ weep and howl, foryeur 
mijerie^s thatJhaU come upon you ; your riches are <orrupf^ 
and your garments are moth eaten. , Here is a plain 
curfe jdenounced upoiv all fuch fuperfluities, and 
upom- the condudl of thofe who truft in worldlf 
goods, The Apoftle ftyles them truly miferablc, 
however they may abound in coftly drefs and 
wealth, becaufe they pamper their bodies to their ^ 
awn deftru6tion ; they make no friends of the Mam« 
mon pf unrigtecoufnefs ; they give not from their 
plenteous wardrobes to clothe the poor and nakec^ 
and thofe who have neither friends or money to 
help them. This unfeeling felfilh charader is 

« 

* By thb eoinmand may probably be underftood» either thtc tbcyr 
ihould conform themfelves tea peculiai badge oxwtifirm, to diftin* 
gxxifk their profejpon^ Or is a. check to their having their minds en« 
gaged %y too mMit care about thofe things, and to prevent that 
Ipecies of temptation, 4vhich «v«r fo little variety is prone to raife. 
Thougl^ perhaps, this was not intended to be literalljr applied to 
univtrfal Imitation ; yet the precept is not improperly introdaced^ 
to (hew Aofcontraft of modem excdli and general profaQenefs in this 
particulaa^ 

highly 
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highly painted in the xvith chapter of St. Luke's 
gofpeU under the reprefentation of the rich man 
find Lazarus, What was the end of all his fplendor 
of apparel and luxury of living? eternal punifh*- 
ment in another life. Let us therefore ftudy the 
Apoftle's advice, i Tim. vi. 8. hi^uing food and raU 
ment, fufficient for the prefent ufe, ibertwitb to be 
contents Left coveting to be rich/ and to have 
abundance of all manner of things> ive fall into 
temptation aqd a fnarc; and yield to the indul- 
gence of many fopiiihand hurtful lufts, which may 
involve us in ruin here, and endlefs mifery here- 
after- 
It is the natural confcquence of giving way to 
the enticing charms of gaiety in drefs, tha^ people 
increafe in. pride, and forgetting themfeWes, and 
God who made them^ are infcnfibly led on from one 
vain objecft to another. A defcription of thofe who 
arcfopuifedupwith vanitie:|a3 to negled their duty 
to their Maker, their neighbpr, and themfelves, is 
given us by the prophet Ifaiah, in the iiid chapter 
and i6th ver. where he threatens the daughters of 
Zion with God's judgments, becaufetbeyuerebangbty^ 
and walked witbftr etched fortbneoksy and wanton eyes^ 
mincing or tripping nicely as tbcy go, and tinkling with 
tbeirfeet. * And to (hew how offenlivc fucl|i man-. ' 
ners were in the fight of the Lord from a people he 
had chofen to ferve himj the prophet proceeds to 
declare the threatenings of the Lord agajnft them, 
iSth ver. In tbat day tbe herd will take away the 
bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet^ and. 
their cauls, and round tires like tbe moon, (the fanciful 
head-drelTes worn in thofe days) ; and their chaim 
and bracelet s^^ and the ornaments of their legs, and the 
head bands and the ear^rir.gs qnd their other rings, their 
changeable Juits of apparel, and their mantle^ and cri/pih 

♦ Probably from the found of the oniamenfs thfy wore upora 
^eir Ih6c8 or Cmdafo- '■ ^• 
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tinSt and thidr glajfes and fine Imeny and hoods and veib^. 
And he concludes with a relation of ft ill more 
grievous punifhments, threatening lamentation in 
their hqufes, and that the city fhall be left 
cJefolate, By thefe very pointed exceptions to their 
inode of drefs, iti^ evideii[t, chat the vain abufeof 
God's bleflings was ^ highpffence which he would 
not overlook even in ^ people he fo-tenderly loved^ 
and had chofen ;o himfelf in preference of all 
other nations. . * 
The fame vanity and fkklenefs in this artigle of 
perfonal decoratiox^j^ mult be allowed too general . 
In our prefent day. True tafte.and propriety ii fo 
corrupted amongft us, that as an ancient father. 
.(TertuUian) obferved ofi&wtime, chamdlers which 
Ihould be dignified by the modcfty and gravity of their 
^pparel, take delight in fporting the wanton dreffe« 
of the moft diflblute of the fex. * But what i3 
more difgufting and difgracefuli eyen men, even 
Britorts, difcover fuch effeminacy in their manners, 
that we* (hall find them often ftudious in nothing- 
more than the invention of new fafhions, and td 
outvie each other in the expeniive ornamenting and 
difguifirig their perfons, loading themfelves with 
trinkets and perfumes, and defcending in many 
pkrts of drefs to the neareft imitation of the female; 
^ character, t The love of novelty hath often been 
ad judged ont p^grtion of our national charader. 
. ' • #' 

^ This ctejeription* it is to be feared, too jufUy marks the man* 
ners of the prefent age in this refpe^, and was a judgment to be 
laade from outward appearance only^ ic would be often difEcult to 
determine the aboMdotfed from the modefl woman. In truth » fo nearly ' 
. do they fometimes approach in dr^/s^ that it is manifeft the former 
4>ften iet t^tfa/bion^ wnich, alas! grave matrons are not aftamed to . 
jfbilow, but are vain and w6ak enough to pride themfelves in wear- " 
iB^ This cannot be denied,; becaufe we daily (ee that even the' 
tiaimic drefles of the Jiage are become a pattern for young and old - 
promIfi:ttQuily. ' 

i + Witnefs their >^/, their bair^ their filk SLnds/ntitM clothcsw- 
Indeed the cdelkate fhapes, aipd very qnmanty cue of every. 
Ching they wea4 too evidently proves the truth of this remark. 
I - ' That 
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That it certainly is a juft trait as confinec^ to drefs 
zrvSifaJbions, is well iliuftrated by this little ftory. 
A certain artift being employed to rcprefent the 
different nations by the habits they ufqilly wore, 
when he had painted all the refl, according to the 
cuftom of their country, he defcribed the Englifli-: 
man as a naked figure, w ith materials for his cloth- 
ing under his arm ; faying, as for hirn^ he muft 
make his clothes bimfelfy for he is given to change 
fo often that it is impo^ble to defcribe him by hi« 
habit. 

Thvis by our ridiculous fancies we become the 
laughing ftock of other nations, who profit by our 
extravagance and whimfical difpofttion. One man 
exhaufts his fortune in delicacies and trifles of every 
defcription ; another fpends more upon a fet of 
buckles, than in former times ^ would have fur-, 
nifhcd him an entire fuit of decent clothes.^ 
Many deny themfelves %ht enjoyment of warranta- 
ble domeftic comforts, to maintain themfelves in 
the treacherous appearance of elegant and expen- 
sive clothing ; and without ftudying the means^ or 
coi>fidering the final confequencc of their folly, the 
generality aim at furpafling each other, without the 
Ifeaft regard to confiftency of charader, their in- 
come, or condition. 

Do not all thefe obfervations unite to confinn 
this truth, that we ungratefully complain in the 
midfl of plenty ; yet loud is the cry of the hard- 
fliips of the poor. How can this be reconciled 
"while we fee fuch profufion of all the good things 
of liife in every quarter ? The reafon is very clear. 
One man confumeth more than would provide fo^r 
many. Few diftribute of the abundance they have 
received^ to thofe that need ; but the moftlhame-. 

* Among the higher ranks in life, it is no uncommon thing to 
yacf extravagantly for the hire of finer)',' rather tlian not be od 
the level with their richer neighbori. 

ful 
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ful wafte is made of every kind of provifion God'^ 
bounty. hath ordained for his creatures in general. 
Both the vender, and the rich confumcr of thenij 
are proportionably faulty- in this refpecS. If all 
that' is withheld from fale, or wickedly fpoilt, was 
wifely managed and charitably bellowed, it would 
confiderably foften the miferies of the needy, with-* 
out lowering the juft diftindlion, fuperiqrity, or 
enjoyment of. the wealthy : on the contrary, it 
would procure them the trueft peace, honor, and 
happinefs.. 

Thefe doubtlefs are great faults, and call for 
fpeedy reformation. It is well known, that of old, 
particular laws were rnade to remedy tl^e evil 
of thefe abufes, to prevent, At leaft to reftrain the 
ruinous efFeds of fuch excefs : were they religi- 
oufly obferved, according to the rigour of genuine 
chriftiahity, they might in fome degree aflift in 
checking, the rage of modern extravagance in the 
article of drefs ; at leaft they might corredt the 
error ill thofe who really can fcarce afford that neat«^ 
nefs in their attire, proportionable to other expenfivc 
calls upon their flender ftock, without incurring 
fuch /li/piciofjs, as are detrimental to fobriety, and 
innocence of charadler. But alas ! there appears 
amongft us too little dread of God him/elf^ and how 
can we expedlmuch valuable confequence from re* 
fpe(5t to man ? Unlefs the general pradtice of the 
age improves ia virtuous and godly living, there is 
too great reafon to apprehend, that finally we 
fhall experience the anger of the Almighty for the 
univerfal increafc of pride and vanity ; for fuch 
unexampled excefs in all manner of effeminacy, 
which our country exhibits more and more. The 
cafe of the haujghty and infolent Herod, is very 
applicable to the prefent fubjed:. Puffed up with 
the coftlinefs of his apparel, and the fplendor of 
his perfonal appearance, he forgat God, from 
whole providence he derived his ftation and his 

power. 
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power, and wis fbrcly fmitten by the angel for Ms 
•foiil ingratitude and prefumption, and, as the Evaii- 
gclift infofms us, was eaten up of worms*. By this 
terrible example the Lord warneth us^ that this 
body we fo much admire and adorn^ is no better ia 
its prefent ftate than as food for worms, though wd 
take fuch pains td pamper it with luxury, and dc-^ 
cerate it in rich array. 

The xith chapter of Ecclefiafticus, verfe 4, fup- 
plies an excellent admonitibn againfl this peculiar 
vanity of human nature ; Boaft not of tby clothing 
'imd rameniy and exalt not tbyfelf in the day of honor j 
for the works of the Lord are wonderful^ and his work^ 
^fnong men are hidden. Herein we are taught a be- 
coming humility of mind, and that every one 
ihould conduft himfelf according to the calling in 
which God hath placed him. As true chriftians 
therefore, let us be diligent in checking the defircs 
of pleafing the flefli^ and facrificing to the pomps 
and vanities of a wicked world. Let U3> on the 
contraty, fo ufe the bleflings of God to us here, that 
the cares of the body may not ingrofs too much of 
our care and time. ' Let us content ourfelves hum- 
bly and peaceably, with whatever it pleafes God 
to fend US, be it ever fo fcanty ; and fhould he gra* 
cioufly voufchfafe to blefs us with plenty, let us not 
employ it in foftering pride, but let us ufe it with 
wifdom and moderation, fo as to aflure the moft 
fubftantial comfort to ourfelves, by affording relief 
tathe neceflities of others. He who in hisabun-* 
dance fo far forgets himfelf, as not to deal out bis 
bread to the hungry y or is fo blinded by the dazzling 
of his own finery, as to be unmindful of covering the 
naked I he hideth himfelf from his ownjlejh^ faith the pro-^ . 

* pFobably he was infli^d with fome noifome difeafex wM6i! 
foon brought him to a fenfe of bis corrupt'and dependent ftate, tni. 
that he was but dud ; and as a iignal puoilboient m his pride and 
arrogance^. endured corruption before his body was coromlttedic^ 
its native earth* ' . 
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phet, (Ifdiah Iviii. 7.) that is, he defpifcth h£i fel- 
low creatures ; whereas, it is the firft duty of a 
chriftian to know him/elf^ to be fenfible by whofc 
favor alone l^e is made 10 differ ^ and on no acrcounC 

' to treat others with contempt. We Ihould never 
forger that we are all to fiand before the judgment feat 
of Chrift^iofbftnall and greats and that Almighty God 
will judge U9 by his holy word. In'that book we 
know all mai^ner of pride, cxcefs, and vanity, arc 
forbidden, not only unto men, but to women alfo, 
fothat no orte peribn living, of whatfoeverrank or 
condition t'ley may be, will be able to excufe their 
faiilings if they wilfully tranfgrefs the rules therein. 
coT^tained, ' 

Let'our lives thfen be fb difcretely ordered, that 
we may ever' prefenf oitrfelves before God's thcone^ 
as one of the s^ncicnt fathers (TertoUian) recom^ 
mendfi to us, with diole pious ornaments the 
Apoftle mentions in the vith of the Ephcfians, vcr. 
14. Having Qur^lms girt about wth truths and having cm 
the bnaft-iflate of right ectifnefi^ and our feetjbod with 
the preparation of the gojpel of peace. Let us ftrive 
to obtain that adorning which the example of our 
Blefled Saviour holds forth to us in the xith of 
Matth. ver. 29 and 30- by learning of him to be meek . 
and lowly of heart, and bending our proud necka to 

• the gentle yoke of ChrilV, whqfe yoke is edfy, and Us 
burden light. Women, as the ^bove holy father ob* 
fcryjes, fliould be fubje(9: to their huftands, no lefs 
as to the pfoprien^ of drefs, than in other things*. 
An excellent kJfTon on this fubjed is delivered in , 
the example of the wife of (Philo) an heathen 
p*hilofopher. Upon being alked why {he did not 
adorn herfelf with gold ? hqr anfwer was, that (he 

* This is jafty wHere the huTbands faare wifdom and piety to 
advife them to moderation in this refped^ but it is to be feaiea, in the 
pwfentday* the man may fometiiner bo more to blame than the 
woman in thi* partkoiar. 

thoug^it 
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thought the praftiCe of her bujhan^'s virtues were 
ornaments fufficient*. Now ii zn heathen could* 
difplay fuch an inftance of prudence and modera<- 
tion, how much more may it be expedled from 
chrifiian women^ who pofTefs fuperior advantages 
ftom God*s holy word r wherein they are inftrudt- 
ed to iiften to the admonition of thofe to whom they 
are to JubmU as linto the Lord. How highly doth it 
become all chriftians to attend to the dpdirine of 
their Saviour, alnd to efteem themfelves beft orna- 
itiented in proportion as they abound in the works 
he has appointed them to perform^ 

But perhaps an excufe may be offered by the 
vain and fanciful, to this effed, that painting the 
face, and dying the hair, arid putting on coftly 
apparel, with all the arts and wafhes made ufe of 
. for theikin, are mere endeavours topleafe their huf- 
bands, to render themfelves more agreeable, and 
to engage them to continue their affe<ftion to them. 
Such an apology can only be made by thofe whofe 
bufbands are as vain arid irreligious as themfelves. 
It is a reply that mailifeftly difgraces the fober / 
judgment of the hufbandt* Befides, what do the 
numerous arts declare, which are employed in 
thefe effeminate and degenerate times, to alter the 
complexion and change the hair according to a 
iitfhimiical llandard of fafbionable opinion ; but 

* h cannot be doubted bat that fome of his fage ledures were 
againft vanity. 

i If women have no other accompliihments to ingtatiate the efteem 
of thoie who have made choice of them as companions for their 
lives ; no better arts to fecoie their a&dion than what proceed 
from vanity and extravagance, they pay themfelves and howands a 
wretched compliment. If they are poflefled of amiable and vain* 
, able qaalities, or even difcem a defire to cultivate difcrete anain« 
ments^ the prudent hufband will receive much greater fatisfa^on 
from fuch exercilb and improvements than the moft brilliant oitt» 
iiztfn/ decorations can afibrd him ; and if they have them not, it will 
increafe their indifcretion to employ fuchroeans as can only attradt 
the admiration of other people, fnpport their own vanity, and de« 
prave their minds. 

that 
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that they would corred the works of God, who 
made us what we are ; as though we had the power to 
improve his purpofe. Whateycr i$ natural, Ihould 
be confidered as the work and will of the Creator* 
Every difguife or artificial charm originates in the 
influence of fome evil principle. It is not crcdi- 
ble^ that any wife and chriftian man, can take delight > 
in feeing the principal obje<fl of his happinefs ia 
fuch a borrowed face, and indelicate drefs, as 
women of the moft fufpicious charadlers put on to 
a^tradl the notice of unlawful admirers. Surely it 
is inconfiftent with the purity of the married ftate, 
that a virtuous woman fhould fix on fuch unwor- 
thy arts to fecure the efleem and cotnmendation of 
the deareft friend fhe has in life. It is rather to be 
feared that the defire of univerfal admiration is the 
prevailing principle in thofe who copy fuch ex- 
amples : This at leaft we may venture to deter- 
mine, that it fails far ftiort of the exhortation and 
pattern in the text, 2l&tf/ women Jhould adorn ibem- 
JePoe^ with modeft apparel^ with Jbamefacednefsj and 
difcrelj^ion, and as becoming women pfr of effing godlinefs. 

Further, it is evident that where the hufband 

does not approve of-aajL-uawarrantable excefs, the 

perfifting in fuch deportment as above defcribed, 

muft yield occafion of frequent variance and dif- 

quiet. All pretenfions to domeftic excellence of 

charadter muft be given up. An extravagant taftc 

for drefs is ?ver attended with an unfatiable defire 

of company and competition, with a difguft at ftay- 

ang at h6me, and confequently the frugal manage^ 

.ment dfthe family muft benegleSed. This does not 

accord with tSe genuine wifti of ftudying the ^^- 

tial happinef; df the huiband. Such a tiirn of mind 

aifords a conftant opportunity of careleffnefs and. 

Avafte in fervants ; while the weaknefs of one party,- 

.and the vanity of tjhe other, become equally con- 

.fpicuous to all the world. Another evil attending 

the pride of drefs is, that it promoteth envy in 

Vol. L Z ^ othcra 
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others olF the fame vain difpofition. In fl^iort, it 
is no Icfs abfurd than coniradidory, to boaft a re- 
ligion, the vital fpirit of which is humility and ff;o- 
dejiy^ while people go outwardly arrayed in all the 
variety of Jewim or heathehilh finery,, 

In the lower ranks of life indulgencics of this 
,kind are ftill more hurtful to the repofe and in- 
tereft of a family. Many dillionoUrable plans are 
put in pra(flice to fupply the means of making a 
.figure in the eye of a vain world, and the work of 
the great enemy is doing for him almoft as fad as 
he can defign it ; whereas, were we content with 
the perfons and conditions Gdtjd has plea£ed to give 
us, we fhould not provoke him to defert us through 
our continuance in fuch follies as muft be moft of- 
fenfive to him, while we profess to be his faithful 
lervants, and the difciples of his' meek ^nd lowly 
Son '^. There cannot be a ft ronger Evidence of the 

infufficiency 

* I^oubtlefs it is the part of ereiy bomble chridian to fliive 
^gaiiffi thcfe baits of priife, and to appty to Ijim for help, who can 
enable tts to withfland tbtfins that do Mt eajUy befit ut. Wt ihontd 
be caotiiAN not to render tbat^ which was only intended fbr oor 
u/e and t^mfurt^ a fnare to entangle our own fools, and thoie of many^ 
who may uifFer by*<iar bad example* 

\i {bicfy 19 a'lXiatter of no fmall boncern, (when viewed in ^ fi- 
thus light) that the Vety cbokfft grain, which the ptovidente oC 
God fuppHes for the fap^ort of all his crealtif^i k railed sn price 
. (and thereby rrndered ipore dtificalt for the honeft and needy la- 
bourer to procure) on account of the great, confumption^ and wick- 
ed u-aile thereof^ in fbp^lying a t^rt of fkfliionabledrefs^and thb 
traffic of fupeHiuoai pertumerf • Whac flioidd go to the ftrengtheo* 
ing many an indaftrious foiyea's heart, k thrown away in providii^ 
the moft unnatural ornament for th^»enerality of focicty» who» ffom 
'tyranny of cnftom^are compiled m Join in diis extrai^gant prac- 
tice* I fubiint> trhethcf it wo<iId not be both a polidcal and motal 
expedient^'to li^ fudi a tax upon this vfekfi article as would amoaoc 
to prohibition of its very uaiverfal apj>Iication» This is one of the 
abominable abuies imported from our mfidel neighbours ; wbo« wheta 
they have efifedually corrupted us by t^idrjfbppenes, may in titfie be 
^rmitted tt> puniih us for our unmanly, and unchiiilian imitatioft 
of their contaminatiog niannel's^ 

^.Xhi? note was written from thorough knowledge of the diScultr 
^ '" that 
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infufficiency of mere drefs to exalt a charaAer, thaa 
what Solomon gives us in Prov* xi. 22. jis a jewel 
9f gold in a Jwine* s fnout f (fays he)y& is afairi»fman 
fvitbout difcretion ; that is» without good qualities. 
It is certain the more peopk value themfi^lvcs 
upon their oulward adorning of their perfons^ the lefa 
concerned they will grow for the inward orna« 
ments of the mind 5 and there is every reafon why 
it muft be fo^ for when the paAions get the better 
of the underftaoding, the latter will be filent^ Bf 
courting vanity we difgracc out <iaturej as God*f 
creatures formed for nobter purfuits. Hear what 
St. Peter fays upon this fubjecl, i P^ter iii. jLrf m$ 
ymr adorning be that only of aecdraiing the hab\ 'istnd tf 
wearing gold, ^r putting on rieh ^paf^el, hut let it hi 
the Jetret wtue of the ^eart, in that which is 4wt xat^ 
TuptiUe^ even the ornament of n meek and quiet Jfiriti 
t&hkh is in theji^t if God of great price ; for nftJtr this 
manner , informer times, the hoiy^cmen alfo^ who trt^fed 
in God, adorned themfehes^ heing in fnijeMion tt^ ihdr 
ktt/banis. St. Paul*s opinion is fu4iy ftated ia the 
ttxt. But as on fame, perhapes^ the precepts dF the 
apoftles may |iot ^ave equal i^Auence with ik^gt 

that xB^xkj pi ;^ ;pQ0|* ^^cpei'ieiK^e^ iii pbcaining;'^ foftoieQC fvtaglf 
x>[In4^4fouhp for ^ i^ge &mily ; aiid nfxddr a doe ioipieSon ofw 
SrarioQs failings oT^neindul^i^piis, but indigent labourers; and! 
»m confirmed in flic frvfriet^ -of infrniAg-it, 1^ Wit foliowing ^X9& 
|[ra((h in the.)>ubficf)apers« which I fw :the very day I fern ihn 
^oiteAe^proof of d^jiV^ve to i^jDi;ii^r,jfMMl which does honoc 
Xq ilbe h^nsi^pty j^<)d\cqirfdeiw<m 9i.;i^,preferft worthy chicfma* 
iiffjr^te <3C ate thy of iqnd<?iti. • / . ' ' 

: ^ The LQtD>pkr.9^ haying received lofovnation fliat feveral 
^ bair-d^-flen^ and o*theT ))d1pAs deal jhg ip hair-powder« m^ 
** ¥i-"olHI^ «hctew«h>'^'fey Vliich- fneans^ii gr«tt quantity 4^ fiour it 
1"! iOf>fifiiaicd!i ditit /^&i itfjA^ jti«rilrii)&to;$?B>.P> ^ (^<^¥Ait 
<* jb^^ jterjij 1^ whance cjie^pri^c f^f t^at,aiti<;le, ib jatccflajyfgj 
*H 'the fp ppott of the )^oc^\ \j^ a caption therefore to all banSers* 
'* hifr-rirdfeiisrjpci^erpetfons'/t^^^ Mayor is dctcrirSned tp 

^< putihe^x^-lhib 4th.of Geoitgeli^ia forceagainft thofc.pcofriie 
*^ : trho wev he bfc««lhi Mp^ Hi»n% P&* ^viftod rf thju, «jfiencc/* 
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fentrmcnts of philofpphcrs, we will.now produce 
fuch further teftimony on the fubjed:,'as many tmu 
nent writers of antiqiiityfupply> who being heathens, 
you. may fuppofe were not dircfted by fuch rigid 
laws as chrittianity enjoins. The charader of a wife 
woman, as given by one of them (Dcmocrates) is, 
*' That (he fpeakcth J it tie, and is modeft in her ap- 
pairel/' Another, fpcaking of e:xccfs in drefs, deli- 
vclrs^himfclf tothis.lsft'ed, *' Such fupcrfluity is not 
2^n ornament of thyi underftanding^ (which is thy 
ndbleft feculty.) butavdifgrace to thy difcretion^anda 
mark of thy folly.'* A third obfcrves, " That the real 
ornament of a ^VomanJ confifts in modefty.** And 
Ivith the Grecians it was a common proverb, that 
neither gold .o# pearls contributed to beauty, but 
only the virtues of the heart, which in fad:, cx- 
preffes much the fame as the Apoftlcs thcmfelves de-. 
fcribe. It was thp advice of one of the moft: excel- 
lcri;t of all the heathen fages (Socrates) that women 
ihould reilrain thtmfelves in the article of coftly 
drefa; '*for it is not (fays he) the richnefs of. their 
garments, nor even the united excellence of pofi- 
tive beauty, (much Icfs the putting on of gold or 
jewels,) that (lamp a value on a woman's charader, 
&bd raife her In our elVeem; but wodefty, and the 
utcnofl: care to ad lit' every fliape with prudence, 
ii\i%, exads our reverence.*' But thisexcefs of va- 
iiity (which certainly this Homily moft abundantly 
ixpofes ) creates but Httle fliame in ouf dky s. It is re- 
corded in ancient hift6r/, that the women of a certain 
part of Greece (Lacedemon) on being prefented by 
th6 ^ing (Dionyfius) with a variety of very coftly 
jobes, declined accepting them, with this apologyj 
that dbiey would dp th^m more diflionor than 
credit, ftftd therefore requefted leave to fend them 
bac!Ef. It is related! ailfo of the .ladles^of ancient 
4^Qi>7e»; that' they iSturned the. rich apparel with 
which they, were preftntid by;king.Pyrrhus;'^nof 
were anV found -fo- vain or covetoufS^as to defirc 
*-. • - * * thcoi. 
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therri. 'Thefe people were^ formed for folid wil3oifi; 
and this Vras' one of thefr lawa refpefliing' drefs/ 
that no ^oman fhould wear above an ounce of 
gold upon th^Jr-pef fons, dt appear abroad in cl6tKeS 
of vartousf' CdloiFrs} ' ' ^ • ' - '' ; 

It is vepy natural that an objiiflion may Be ftarted 
fh this place, as to the ri^ceffary'diftinfiftiort Of Wrtl? 
and quality, ais^ weU as to the fnperiority iri poiftt W 
forfmc. ' To which, upon "^h'rlff fan argument \ve 
may fairly ;£ln Aver/ ithat true n6bi4ity is to be'dif^' 
(silvered by^ tno-ri^ fCiblfentifel proipfs than theft > 
which in ihenlftl ves^ cohvey no jiuff-^efpedt, arid n^ay 
W ufed octaflorially i-^y perfbns' of The lowed birtS 
dnd fentiment: Whereas chfiftlansihould c6nfidSi* 
(whether of noble extra<9:ion or the contrary )''tha1? 
riches m^y be rilueh better employed than h^ping^ 
Up of fuperfluitJes',' and tfeat at their baptifm, they* 
all alike renemced tbefomps afti vanities of this wicked 
<ff(^ki^y with all the UnwarrantdBle Hejires of theflefh. ' "» 

•Nothing, ho^wever, thaf has been; bdvanded, upbnf 
tliis fubj^dt, 'iS^ by any meanliritehd^d to oppoft^fi^ 
dtie' 'illftmdidil in point 6f drefif; yliich is enftirely 
c6rfftffent with propriety, ^ 2ind'ihe''difefent ranks ot 
life, thkt Providence ^h^s appbi'ht^d. On theton^* 
tt^ry,' it has been irjtittiatedi in thefceginning of 
tht <lifcourfe,' that rtfpekftive charaders ahd^con-^ 
ditions fhould' not becorifdifndfe^d^'bj^ all forts of 
people. We fpeak only ;^gainft ivafte,' vanit^,^* and* 
fuperfluity ; agaioft the rag^ "of covetiih^ ' fuch"" 
jBXtravagance ; • • agairtft the! inceffant chapgd of* 
fa'fhion; and that' prbfu^e Vanity which feeds 'the 
defire of the ey^ and the pride 'of life ; whicK tihi^ti^. 
people to lay out fo miich upon their perforiisf/ai 
often to compel them^ to mean or unjuft ways; in 
order to maintain an butwafd (hew of fplendor,' 
and which prevents their being truly hofpitablc 
and charitable, which is the nobleft ufe of riches; 

To eof^irm this principle; • Ifet us again advert to* 
fome fcriptural-tccords to the purpofe. It is^plaitily 
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reprcfented in the ftory of the religiouft queen Eflfecf, 
in what light (he held thefe bccopning ornaments, as 
they are called^ ^s. to their intrinsic ^^ce^Icnce and 
cffecft* When, with a view to favc God's people, it 
became expedient for her to decorate her pcrfoo 
in the richeft mann^er Ihe could: devifei (he ftill 
continued free frofn any contaminatingf influence 
en her mind. She ^onfidered this outward fplen-* 
dor 8US an artificial means of captivating t^e eyes of 
fenfual admirers ; (he wa? not puffed up> or tranf- 
ported beyond heifftlf by the pfeafure of vain fliew, 
but Qfed her: ^]ii;iptuous apparel as a ftratag:em 
fojF. gopd^ Thip jft cksr from her prayer upon tl e 
Qgmfion;; O hordj tkou hioweft all things^ and the 
^4^(y /^^/ oiliges me 49 .ajfume this'Vain anire : that I 
iUfhfrjbi^f'V^yy, appearances cfpricfey and thefe marks ^f 
mjnince I 'u^ear nfm my bead^ in tke Jays ii^hereon IJ&ew 
mvfelf: thou kncrjueft that I held tb^e « vanities in jnfi 
contempt y 0nd that I'^ear them not infrivate. In like 
fnanner, as an inHTunti^nt jo win the pFpudrdnd fen- 
iUal minded, Judit)) rn^de ufe of all die eapi>iyatii^g 
arts of drefs, in order to deceive the pligan Hole- 
fero9$» that holy woman did not gdora herfiflf 
from any foi!id indulgence of luxurious pleafure to 
herjelf:^ but fl\e fubmittcd to this cxefrtion as to^ 
adt oi p'iffiLable neceffityx employing thofe wifes to^ 
overcome the enemy of the Lord, through the <3c- 
lufiye Inare of worldly admiration. Such were ilwi 
excufcs of thefe noWe and piou« women, for exhi- 
biting their perfons in proud and coftly drefs> and 
which hiight have overfct th^t>alance of their mind^ 
})ad they been worn upon the ufoal pifiiKiple. 
Tneir exemplary names are regiftered in fcripture» 
Mrith all the conimendation they deferve \ they dif- 
dained the pomp, which ihe rtioft urgent difficul- 
ties compelled them to aflijmc, sigainft the fecret 
an4 hutnbl^ w^ilhes of their heart. Can we afcribe 
like praife to thofe who are nei their equal to fuch 
cKfifai^rs in virtue or nobilityi nor in their xea| 
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towards Go,d, or any of bis fervants ; but whofc 
daily ha^ppinefs confifts m aiming io excel* ih* 
fccttcs of gaiety : who are never fatfsfied with the 
variety orfalhion; and!td finilh their difgracc, are 
totally unconcerned who may fufFer, fo that their^ 
vain wights are fully gra^tifted, Tfuly, ^may Vj^<? 
exclaim, finnple men, who can dcfcend to the 
indulgence of fuch follies'! O ^houghtlefs women/ 
who fo l^tle.rcjgard effential happfinefs! Who ruii 
into fhare^ whic^ hurry you into miferj' in this life; 
which %<fur the fgprn of the prudenr; the difplea- 
fureofybdr jMfakpr, arid fubjed^ you to a final por- 
tion withfhe inhabitants of thofe dVcaoful regions, 
where repentance comes too late. Where the ge- 
neral and fruitkfs cry will be. What hath biir pride 
profited ? Where is the benefit of all our worldly 
pomp and glory ? All thefe things are palled away 
as a dream. As for virtue, we never fought her; 
meekncts and moderation were never our compa- 
nions. ' And now are we caft out of the fight of 
his eyes, before whom modefty and humility alone 
can dwell. We ?ire left to lament for ever, and to 
lament in vain, the pernicious fruits of vanity and 
excefs. 

But you will urge, perhaps, that cuftom is a 
tyrant, that compels all to fubmit. The manner 
of the world mufi be complied with, by thofe who 
live in it. I afk, in anfwer^ whofe ways are mofl 
advifabie to be followed, the maxims of the wife^ 
or thofe of fools ? If you reply the wife, you fliew 
your wifdom; make them your patterns, for who 
would be dire<9ted by the ways of folly, but fools 
alone? The pradice of the prudent (hould direA 
the cufl:om. And whenever a fooliih faihion is 
abroad, good fenfe fhould be engaged to overrule 
it; for by a fteady perfcverancc to combat the 
aflauits of ruinous variety, and ridiculous fancy^ 
we (hall bid fair to obtain more favor of God, and 
praife from all good men, than any poflible advan^ 
- Z4 tagc. 
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tage>^hat can be derived by the vain glory of fuch 
cpntfniptible induig^ncej i3 capable of yielding. 

Thus has it been fhewn you, what God fequircs 
concerning the moderate ufe of the ^ood creature^ 
he/ hath provided for our proper enjoyment. Let 
us therefore Icarfi to ^ife them teropcratply, as he 
cdra^and^ ys.-. The Almrghty likewife has plaiply 
taught us, in his holy word, for what. pure end 
oiif c'lothjng was originally Jfppointed, It. (boul(^ 
tumble MS 4:0 thifA. of it, infteaa of fupplying fooc| 
for vanity^ , t^ wa§ to hide pur (hamc, and .npt in- 
creafc it.j L^t us then learn,, in fuch fort to vfc it 
as becpinfth ffri/?/^j : alwa.ys cxprefling gfatitude 
to. our roprclfi^L Father for his great and undeferve4 
benefits; who sLveth us our daily bread, (that isj 
all things neceffary forour preient^ifeand cQrnfort} 
and unto whom we muft, render, an account for al| 
the manifQld.bpunties we r^9eivc. At the gloriou^ 
appearing of guf Savior J^fus Chrift: yi^l^dfc grace 
and interceftioi) let us humbly crave toguiaeu^ 
through .thi§ perilous fcene of trial ; and t6A\'Koni^ 
>**ith the Father and the Hgly Ghoft> be hpnpri 
praife, and glory, for ever and ever. AmenV '' / 
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^ ' Jer. ixix. js^ 13. 

^en pall ye fall fipon fne^ find ye JhaU go and j^rqf 

. mto mcy and T yuilf hearken unto you ^ Andyejhall 

Jeek me^ and find ine^ when ye Jhall Jeardh for me wttb 

f II your hear L . \ . .. 

rp'HERE is nothing in tlw whole life of rnaft 
X more needful to be recomntiendcd^ and mom^ 
ufeful itiour daily praAicc, tb?ta fincere, humble^ 
and devout prayer. The neceility of this • duQf ii( 
fo great, that without it nothing can" be; ^xpcdlcdj 
at God*s hands ; for as St. James obferves, i.jj. 
Every good igtfty and, every ferfeSi gfft^ is from abow^ 
and Cometh dottfn frorn the Father of lights ^ who is alfo 
faid to he rich, unto all that call upm bip$. Now thi$ 
command is laid upon us> npt becaufe God dthe^ 
will not, or cannot give without our alking ;. buC 
becaufe he hath appointed the. a(!% of prayer^ as^»^ 
mark of our faith in his promifes ; as t)x^ means 
whereby his creatures fhould (rpafeCi their depea- 
dance upon him ; as. a. gracious privilege to fup- 
port our hope, and keep us from famtipg under 
yarious trials : for there is no doubt but he always 
^m>wei:h whative ncedi wd is al\yays mpft ready 



*-i- 

^ 



to give us a fufficicncy of thofe things that will 
really profit us. 

But in order that we may keep up ajuft fenfc of 
his divine power and goodoefs^ ai^d b^h^ve our- 
felves moft gfartefuHy'tovHircJs hrtntJn that account ; 
loving, fearing, and worfliipping himfinCerely and 
conilantly, as we ought to do ; it hath pleafe^i God 
in his high wifdom, and fof our good, that in time 
of neceflity we (hould lower durlelves before him, 
pour out the fecrcts of ourhearts, as in his prefence, 
and implore the aid pf his aluiifebty power, in 
forms of holy and repeated prayer. Thefe arc his 
own words, as fpoken by his faithful fervant Da^ 
vid, tothisverypurpofe, inthe IthPfalm, vcr. 15. 
Call upon me in the day of thy trouble, and I will deliver 
thec^ and tbouJhaU glorify me. He further encoprage^ 
lb to this incumbent talk, by -the mouth of his 
ployed Soh^ in the gofpcl of St. Matthew, vii. 
7, '8. \AJk and it fhall he given yoU; feek and ye Jhall 
fndi knock and it fhall be opened unto you \ for ever j 
one that afketb receiveth ; and be that Jeeketb fndeth ; 
emd to bim that knockefb^ it fball be epeaed. St. Tap I 
ibeuhds ki Exhortations to this end, ^Joat taefhould 
ieiftmke in prayer, and watch in the fame ^A tbankf-^ 
pvbtg, (Col. it. ;».) and St. James iijcewife moft 
^x^^ly advifes itll men to ufe .dili^nt pxayer^ 
(^kmfes i. 5*) i$^^ ^f y^^ (f^ys fcej lacknvi/dem^ let 
Mm ^ ^f XSddf ^0 givefh to alt men liber aify and 1^-* 
^eUdttbnpfydndkJballbegivef^bim. 'And in another 
t)tece"hc faifch, (V. 16.) Pray one for am^er^ that yet 
tM^'fe %^akd, firtbe iffe£lualfirveMt'fr4^errfet rigb^^ 
ekynkm'fkvaiUA much. 

^ 'By Qfh ttiefe parages, and many others that 
fM^i IM ppoduced upon the fobjed, we; are clearly 
tiHight, that ti)<High in his wifijom, and fore-know- 
ledge, God perttiveth at) our wants, yet it 15 his 
l^eafure th«t we fhould call upon him, and pray 
vnto'him ; and that he will havie m% no le(s readjr 
to MET |>arts to^(k> than he on bis part ii^ .wUikig 
*' to 
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to give. And hencc; the reafpnings of thefe men 
»re proved moft falfe and foolilh, who think all 
prayer to Gdd is vain and neediefs, becaufe by his 
infinite nature he trie th the heart and rcinSj and 
knoweth the meaning of the Spirit before we alk* 
It is a fufficient argument againft this error, that 
if fuch an opinion could deftroy the ufc of prayer. 
Our Bkfled Lord would not have been fo frequent 
in admbnilhing his ^i{c\p\c^ to watch and prc^ ^ for 
if this be true, why did he propofe tQ them Vifvrm 
of prefer ? faying. After this manner therefore pray 
y€^ Qur F.atbier 'u^bkbi art in Heawn, hallowed be thy 
Name ; (Matt, vii 9.) ♦ Again, why did he pray 
fo often, and fo earneflly bbfore his paflion ? And 
laftly, why did the apoftles, immediately after hi* 
afcenfion, aifemble together in one place^ and there 
continue a long time in prayer ? It. is evident, 
therefore, that what tends to condemn the prance 
of Chrift and his followers as infgfficient, muft nc* 
ceflhrijy be erroneous^ and confcqueriUy the officacyi 
of prayer is eftabKfhed. It muft be a becomip^^ 
employtnent for all men^ at all times, and in all 
places; whenever occafion requires jt, and decencjr 
and propriety warrant the exercife of it. The very 
condition of our nature, and our conftant need of 
grace, readcr^t expedient, and comfortable, to apply 
to our heavenly Benefadlbr in the hou^r of diftrefs^ 
Pray atways (faith St. Paul, Eph. vi- 18.) with a& 
frajevy and/uf plication in thefpirity and watching tbere^ 
unto with all perfeverance. And in another place he 
>dvife38 (i Their, v. 17.) to pray without ceding \ bjr 
whicji he does not mean that we are to be continu-**' 
ally on oidr knees, but that we Ihould ftrive to keep 

* It is obfenrable, that our £«ord introduces this very command, 
with the previous acknowledgment diat mr heavetJy F$tiker 
htonve^b ythat things nne htrve need of^ befire ^me ajk him ; whicl^ 
afibrds the fuUeft refutation of the notion that God's pre/enee can 
be ariy p)ai agiunft the duty and benefit- of our paying him thia 

our 
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cur will always in fpbjtfttotf to OM's |>rovi4cmial 
appointmems ; that wfe fhttuW' evtr depend uport 
him ; aTid that we ought hot tobc flack or faint iflj 
prafver %vhen we Ji? ufc It; but to c6rttinu<^ th^ jniadlc^^ 
as ioD^as we Jive; nothing dmibting but rOvax^^k^ 
win heat and grant Avhat i* ^opyer for us^^' Many 
other paiFag'ej might be ad Vfcnced- front fctiptur^tb 
declare, the ufi of prayer, Ikit ^Herc cah fee ito occa^ 
fien for more proofs iri fopUki^a cafe^ • None can 
be fo ignorant, wh6'hate any prftjrenficms^eoafiiijiftia- 
mty, butlh*y't«Uft knon», itotte cajl'be fo blind bul 
Aey muft ^, -that -prayer i^^ni^erfafly '^ofitable 
to all alikfefi-and no betrbr faafo» cart: He requited 
fork/'tharf-t^at it is thrckigh'this mekus^* oad^^ ^i 
afd taught tld-expe<a thoft' fefc/^^tiaiid- ertdtef&xrea- 
fores whflcjj <3ociour hieawhty Father iiiifth i^fetTed 
fi>r his chiJdiin, through the merits and inttitef- 
fioil of his weiifeeloited'SonJefafl Chjfi'ft, and which 
are^moft furely confirmed 't^'-itJ^Jby this -d^vdnaiit 
and promife, that if tvc ilk' ai-w^ ^ougttt ^ di>« 
nm foall ttceifve'them^ t -i .;. :;.'-/? :j : - r .. 

: : Having fo for fecn the gi«e«? vaim >t>t pt«j(e^, : leD 
OS now proceed, in order «o encourage otiffelvesfn 
% doe difchafgc of the jdutyy ^tiyconfider wil^t won- 
derful power i& attribiJted .to it in feveratp^fts-of 
Holy Scripture; We read' iii-JictocI; xvfti: 12. that; 
Joflina, the genbral of ^GoA'^tpeo^le, wheti^h^ was 
^hting againft the AmaleflHte^,'did not obtair^ahe 
vidory over the enemy fo much by tvis^i^u ikilt 
and valour, as by 'theearneft and cofiftaat- prayer 
of Mofes, who (to fliew the will and. power of God, 
in conducting all events) as long as he hcld'liphift 
iiands to God, fo lorigdid Jfrabl prevail ;. but when 
he fainted-*, through bodily infirmity, and let his 

• This aftion affords a be^ntiful figure, fo pomt oat the neccf^ 



conqucft depended upon the might tA hu ami to whom they 
^k up moft earneiUy. and condantiy, for help in time of need« 
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Hands drop," then did the people of Amalek pre- 
vaiL So- that Aaroa ^d Hur, who. were on the 
mountMdththem^ feeing from whom alone thcif* 
flrength was. derived, kept his hands piropt up till 
the going down of the fun; or the people had bc^nr 
that day routed.. Again, we read concerning Jolhuai 
binifclfi inJolK Xw 12. thai when at the fiege' oC 
Gibcon,. upon his humble petition to Almighty 
God for Aid, and in fure faith that he alone is 
mighty to favc, he obtained of the Lord that 
t)he fuh and moon fhoilid (lay their courfe for a 
whole day, till the people had avenged theipfelves 
upon their enemies, to the utmoft that God in* 
tended. Of what happy efFcft, likewife, was the 
fervent petition .of JeKolhaphat, which prevailed on 
God to caufe his foes to fallout among themfelvcs, 
and wilfully to deftroy each other ? Further, caa 
we too highly teftify our wonder. at the notice paid 
to the* fupplication of \Eiias, 'who though j man 
iubjedt to Jike aiG^c^ions as we are, prayed to the 
Lord that it might not rain, and there fell no 
rain upon the earth for the fpace of three years and 
fix months. Again he prayed that it might rain^ 
and plenty defcended, fo that the earth brought 
forth' heifincreafe more, abundantly *. 

It would take up too much time, as the apoftle 
(peaks, to tell of Judith, Efth^r, Sufannah, and 
numerous other godly men and women; and 
tp ihew. how gfeatly they profpered under all 
their difficult ajid doubtful undertakings, by; 

i . • 

• Doubtlefs all thefe inftfinces were efTe^led in a fpirit of pro- 
phdy and.gycatfaiih, and to exalt the power and praife 9f God,' 
in the fight both« of his lywn people and their enemies ; but it 
teacheth us, at the fame time, that when our prayers are influ- 
enced by a defign for thc^/r?ry '.of God^ which* is the end of all 
creatiph, we have no caufe to fear but they will be heard in:' 
proportion as the principle is parej^ that inclines us to prefent 
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giving up their minds devoutly unto prayer *. I 
fiiall conclude thcfe particular marks of God's 
jkvor, to all who faithfully call upon his holy 
name for help, in the words oif two of the ancient 
fithers of the church (Auguftine and Chryfoftom) 
the one calleth prayer the key of heaven i the other 
pofitively affirmeth, that the whole world con- 
taineth nothing fo powerful or happy, as the man 
who accuftometh himfelf to fervent prayer. 

Seeii^, therefore, it is fo very needful an article 
of the Chriftian life, and fo very acceptable to 
God; let us imitate the example ofXhrift and 
his Apoftles, and be xnofl: earneft and diligent 
in calling upon the name of the Lord. Let us 
laever faint, never flacken, but let us daily and 
hourly, early and late, in feaf(m and out of feafon, 
at church and at home, be duly occupied in godly 
dioughts, or pious petitions* And though we 
fiiould not obtain our requeft at firft, yet. let us 
not be difcouraged, but go on to fupplicate the 
Lord ^o bear us* He will afiujiedly attend to us at 
laft, if only on account of our importunities t, 
which mark our confidence in this conditicm of his 
&von Remember the parable of the^unrighteous 
judge> and the poor widow, how by inceffiuat ap- 

* There i» every reafon to believe that nany do aol thiivc ip 
Aetr a&in, and that various mifchaacos be£U iheai, jdeoauic thc}^ 
■egled attcndii^ to this very e0eotial duty. They truft in ^em* 
/eUj£if and to ihe ordinary courfe of things, independent of tli^ 
Ueflingof the Moft High God ; nor<ld they truly worftipin public > 
or in private, the great Creator who leigneth over all his works* 
' f Tins does not import that God can be n/nfMrif^i iptp a compir* 
ance of our intreaties, or that there is any intrinfic viruie in the 
earneftnefs of our forms ; but importunity j^ here ufed to fisfiiff 
itiitftrength of our faith itf the fromifeu If .thpuj[b we ftiq^d M 
unworthy ot God's favor (as wc certainly are) oa every otl^el* ac-^ 
count, yet this proof of our truft ki his power and mercy, this 
obedience to his commands^ will engage him at laft to fuctouf us^ 
fo as to affid our bdft happinefs. He often feems not to hear us at 
firft, to try whether our depcndance is finccre or Only Waverings 
and mere outward homage^ 

plication 
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plication (he prevaij^ upon him todo^hcr juftice 
againft her advcrfary, Jilthough in other refpeds he 
feared not God nor man. And firctU' not God much 
more tonftder the cauje of bis fdith/ul fervants, ({zith 
out Bldfed Lord) 'who caU upon 'bim day and ni^, 
who confide humbly in his promifcs and fiivor. 
Thus Chrift encouraged his firft difciplcs^ and in 
them, ail other chriftians^ to ^ay always and never 
to faint. The ftory of the woman of Canaan^ fup- 
plies us, likewife, with further hope, if we do but 
perfevere in calling upon him, who is migbty tofave^ 
We fee in this jfefdcular ca[fe>;that (he was in a 
manner rejedcd of Chrift» and efteemed (by the 
very allullon (he applied}, as one unworthy of any 
benefit at his haitds ; ytt (he ceafed not to implore 
his favor, but followed him, crying and callii\^ 
upon him to "be merciful to her daughter. At 
length by her importunity, by this full proof of hep 
trull; in his power, and the Idve (he^ bofe towards 
his creature, (he obtained her requefl. As, what \t 
here recorded, molt certainly h written for oiijr 
good, let us learn by thefc examples to . be con- 
ftant and fervent in our deVotiohs, pcrfuadixig our- 
felves, that whatfoever we aik of God the fatheii, 
in the name of his Son jefus Chrift, and agreeable 
to godlinefs, he will certainly grant it. tie is the 
truth itfelf; and as furely as he has prom i fed, (b 
furely will he perform*. May God, for his rich 

* And as it may happen tfasit wc (hall fail of receiving many 
thisgii^ ^bich hy the deceitfulnefs atid igtiorancie of our prefeac 
nature, we are ape too fondly to £et pur hearts upon, evai in die 
denial of fuch reqaefts, another valuable exercife of faith prefents 
itfelf. Here we muft humbly coittent ourfelves that God knowech fuch 
'things are not ix our heft advantage, which confifts in oUr being regu** 
larly nfeaned from too much fondnefs for this feene» and all its vaiii 
un^ofiuble delights ; that we may be duly prepred for the enjoy* 
ment of better things in God's lioly kingdom ; aad by our fubmif- 
fion and refignation to his decrees, wfc may" reft affurejl there will 
finsiHy be beftowed upon us, a mighty recompfnce for the com« 
paratively^ lig^c difappointment« and afflicHons, in this. date. pf 
trial. 

% mercies 
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jnercies^ fakc> fo. work in us, by his Holy Spirit, 
that we may ever make our humble prayer unto 
him as we ought to do> and. never fail to obtain 
whatever is moft profitable for us, through Jefus 
Chrifl: our Lord> to whom with tKe Father^ Sec. 



SECOND PART. 

Having employed the former part of this Dif- 
courfe in (hewing you both the necejjity and effeS of 
devout and conftant prayer to the Father of lights^ 
and fountain of all good ; and having confirmed 
the truths delivered to you, by many weighty tefti- 
jnonies, and exprefs examples from Holy Scripture j 
we will proceed, in the fecond part, to confider 
the nature of the Being to whom we fliould al- 
ways diredl our prayers. We are moft plainly 
taught in God's holy word, that he, the Almighty 
Creator of heaven and earth, is the only fource of 
all true happinefs, and that whatever we have in 
this world, we receive it wholly from his hands. 
In proof of this, St. James obferves, i. 17. Every 
good and perfeSi gift is from above ^ and froceedeth from 
the Father of lights. And St. Paul fpcaks to the 
fame purpofe, in many parts of his epiftlcs ; fhew-^ 
ing, that the fpirit of wifdom and revelation, nay 
every religious attainment, as faith, hope, charity^ 
grace and peace, come all from God alone : under 
which convidion, and the fenfe of man's infufh- 
ciency for any thing that is gOdd, he puts this 
queftion, in'i Cor. iv. 7. For who maketh thee fo 
Mfferfrom another ^^ and what haft thou that thou didft 
not receive ? Whenever therefore we ftand in need 

of 
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,€^Tfil)F. idling piofitabte for fovtl or bodjr, it.b;Our 

bigfe^ firiuiom and duty to betukc ourfelver io 

Q^^uwho .i». Che f<ilc difpofer of ail events. To 

,tbia end». our Savior Chrift, when teaching hia 

difcip^tii in the gofpei> upon this fubjeAj lends 

ith^i?ft,\jta the Fawei:, in bis mm, faying^ veri$t, 

' veHljh Jfi9 iiiA9^ym^^h0(fHVir \yt foaU ajk in My mttm 

jb4iml(lM^^ The Apoftle, likewife, in A&s fi. 

ai.fO^ake^ ufe of the wocda of the prophet JoeU li. 

^a« and' decUreth^ that whofitsvir Jml call m the name 

,4f;tk^ljirdfiMieJt^ 

t'}'\Xi i? plain then^ from the fitfe word of life, duic 

\y\ iaUi/^r wants \i^rmu(t fly unto Godv impiote 

l^elpiac his,handsi andrtfuftiei^irely unto his mera]^. 

oTo'XSonfirm the truth of this alTertton* it behoxcif ms 

-^Ojgitj^ (^riqus attention to the following rmfims 

^for \u Tb^re are certain qualities ^ {terfe^ioifa 

ib/blMtely requilite to be found in fihbfe(Ofi IrhMii 

we depcfid for relieO-aiid if thieredaiW>«J>e|0iigii^ 

tHiMj Moco.wbom wc ,pray, our. petiti<m$ coafch 

t^ently will avail us noihingi (ht]r tiKilt prove 

friii^efs. ' Now the prfi property or .^«rfe<3:idti* ia» 

jtH^ hQ to whom we make the applicatioQv be* n^ 

to help lis. The fecond confifts in his being iff^Htig; 

jtjTdoclt ; the third i$, that hek capadbledf hiaHng 

' uui (^ knowing" our .prayers : and the finrth^ that he 

underi^andcth better than we ourfelves what we 

nioft r^uire/and how far it is expedient togrant 

it . Could thefe perfedtions be found in any other 

beingi but God» then n}ight we lawluUy call upon 

that being ; but who is fo ignoraot as not to know 

that they belong only to thfc Almighty, who 

. f ' . .. ' 

* As jut is clear that we caiaafic Bothin^ in Chrift't iiaiiie,,aQd 

confident with our niatio^ to him, tkat is ummrthy of him, to 

beftowy this fojiplies us with another canfe* why our petittoQi are 

, Bor always heard\ they are £o<^tteD made for what is >uiftnittfeiit4 

. to thefulfiinng our caraal hp$; which is» in fa^» be{gi|ig% l)e 

Jbui ^ of his kingdom, ttift«kd of praying that it ««/ comt, or te 

formed in us. . . ' ^ 
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:^4 '^ei^fkHsifY^^ ^^"^ f^^^Hd. 

ifaireh4ih.)|U)chiii^, 'tveil the fecK(s'dfiill6[liedltft. 
( Aitl hence u ' ^ftmctont ^ wg^bnttnt « iifiro^ttB^)ili> 

'^ift mr ^Y^tt\ faras:i^htYe no g<A>dbQfhai^ 
rtoftppdie they have fach,bejft<fti«fn8,riisibw 

.hope. ' St. Paul, r«)e2rkiHg 4>rt>«His i^lijfelft|-'tfti» df 
.Uic''stifpit;:^i^iQ|^)^ it >is onr dbCjr 

^tf)^ft(>piy/diKhvtlui^con<ifm'it^ ftif^ 

reliance on his power; How fiktll'ibSBif titi^i'hdnin 
nAbnrW^ -bJk^JtbPiiiii^M ? fhith, iti^t^htey ili rhe 
nobjed; of >^ fctiribns j « ^rmift '/>r^ ** i^ftabliflidl, 

ciflbimb^ ihadtey witf Be f^fffDiefi^. Ntfw to 
cmdinQiin'triycfc ^a kruft in' any triMor^^ wduk) i^r^ 
t)MfAtAe>i}Ia<|>lfi[M)itfagainft Qod,^ isftidi)^sinio(b boiy 
/mrftf ; Ofdr 'eaiA ifuih \sl tth^ugbt be.^ftrVkiny ad- 
qt^0lij4yfoaf^>tM i:hrM9in, bec^ufe iv^^^re eit- 
-|A«ftly2fiaift^t1nlfctipt^^ wpbtt^'cHii^'^OMfideniJe 
4n>ttle 'MiBed: ^^in}^' dlOlfe; in i^hofe Mnte ^e 'tfe 

<ll)If4M|kdN4» Md^itlgcio^tifeffiAiiti cmnmahdiilcrit 
^qW Sat^idr^O^t^ll,, tfsPreoerdtfd to St. Matthew ^s 

^'Boti Hl3Ct-rtjic!t#uth^(iPtHtfe^ things niay^bfe' ftill 
^dliifttr, 5*vfcii w^thetoi^fr-Urtleprned perfbn; k* will 
^iMc f]%«j^ribr Us latc^i^tiy w dOnMtr^bi^fr^is^ 
'M^^Oh^ltf^th^ A«?idAtriRaCh«rBbf the church fSt 
•iAUgiifthie) caltetti It a lifting lip of the nFiindco 
s^O^i tit in bthi^r v/ordf^, |h humble ^ofFerlng of 
'^thefi6art 16 him. Anochtrof Ihfe* (Ifidorus) de- 
c^rtljds it thus i' *« It' is ribt $ t«ere tribute of the ii/>s, 

(fays he) but an earneft affedion or inclination of 
[ffiej^i/ towards- its cBie!^^4^ ^ Hence %e may 
''pefceive^ that true pfayer, ift Its fpirit oreflcncc, 
idatk. not fb much eonlift inihc'cut^drd fixmd, 
'mmwr, er* empteyiftg of rhiWy y^^itS^rds, as in the 
^'Okttd 'difire, or • dedicatton bf the' tt?^/ To Gbd. 

And as the fcri^re tells us, it i^ Gadf>nly who 

^kjiovkreth 






may: rpfeljR IqiHtt:^ .cccit^ b<;uig 

icwfi^cwt, id.wiitiin bfic^ d^n-^nddrefs our .praye;^, 
:ii»rlthany propwitty;:or {Hi:>f|ie<fti of &x:oefs. . ^sf j^o 

Kbe . faints, or^cbb'tffadtjiis.iof .^rnifijently' holy pfur- 

Wf ' Home) ffo /arf fhom jxsiring^ » any ? kmwlttjge ^ ^f 
;the ^^£ec^etf3^:ofilthe Inimah he»rt^if {t has :^iMn 
•^jdoobtod b)^ manx<pi6a& £tthers <)f jtboxhurch,: 39^lM- 

'thUrtthey sa^:at 41 a^umntedi. w,uk what :p%^5 
^i^>0ix /'earilii; iait^L'^hotigh it imj<y be_*rtfviffertfi, 
vCteat fomeBfjthofcboiy men haieec thought rfj^^fi'* 
. fci odnfiiterablb .2)efpe(^' is due to the 9|»ini6n!9f 

the fijtcmtoiHohed ^'Father ){Sti. A<ig;uftip^), Whpfe 

4utliaMty isuvQifyjHiifienttiind.viiluablc, and ^o 
" jwiged that th€K|nH4bitaiit9 i)f ibea vciiviwcc jiQ jjfW'e 

privy to the defigns of finful mortals below, .^n 
vwh^h^cqitaitktmi isith r^^fe^pasUjcMUri hii^flginefs 

' '^f i"-''\^^^*^ ^''^' <:; **'-> ^>-'' /fr, r>3 .' . , |Wi(Kds 
-*^^'*^^ fiiii^c^fi<^f«8»m td-yerdfipbrii^tyftaWi, arid tliecab* 

vffiW?f*^V i'i Vt^.ffM fPi"'? .nayc vcg^ difl^rent object to,at- 
i^^^ejf^d: ^Dipart^'(pin^. liaVe 4db0 wjt^ t)& fc^ of tbtdgs 



(^rificd| 4^ir^ts of ffi.xg^ifk'C^ partal^e bi^tne concerns 6f mifeis^)!^ 

mortals^ naVihg how pot o&*a mortal natuf^;'^ndthot/gh itlORcmld 

be granted, that they may be employed as minifiering /pints ^ in the 

' fgAcioor |tefigi>s;0t'' *'|QMid.«9«e^flwafid%,hif f<?rv^i)ts,^ tp iRhop^.f|}cy 

•ik^ioncc ieUt(*di|i ^« Jb^ ; .and .t^at^in a.%j^<<,, fl)ey,Wy|bc 

; 3rfc<|niu»i . with fd»e y^xl^vKm j[uf^rui^s 5>f . thofe jm:e ^OfaJr^to 

^..ih^$vfti^l,we way cqiwJude, thfti, rheir ipiprpyed Vnaiy^ 

/. 99€tfky^ andowiWof i;ii;iAfLs;..iW9ditbt) gfacjjpm ff nd ^r^|i^iap-» 

i pptstiaeQt, . cpncriiMK^ . tQ ^x b^f^ffi, . c»Afif i » , \h^ il«WS 

Dfofpe^ of the good efie^ thofe trials are cUculated to prodii^^Or 

..th^t che gkfy of God will ultimately be pcomote4,t>y thjpm. In 

A a a ■" * fliort. 



i^ords 6f the ptbpKet ifaiA^ JknAamlis ipurmnt if 

vi, and IfrMil hmMb'JU mt.. i£srcipiiiiion, therr- 
*fbn, ijs ibis, that we (bould not make it ana&;ef 

i^cKgion to wdrlhip tBem^ or pray, to them;: but 
• <tm\y fy far honor rthcm, as- to: foUowi thjcir virtumis 
;iand godly itve$. He fhewett) ti(o, in anothtr 
^|)l«:e,^ that ithe martyrs; imAt holy tnerr of! cAd« 
f'VPGrc ^accuftonfed to be had inrermMnbrance after 
-i^ath;^ and jfortlctimes inarned byrthe ininifter» in 
^divind'ferviet!;'«ai^ exaoxiples tx) :«tbcrs to^foUonr 
^hvir ftef>s'^is \he lives and candudl qf the Apeftles 
i\t hetd fbtth to us in.fcripttire^ lid .the fame good 

end) yet, thit theyM^cce nev<;Vx:aUfedttiton}to tuM^, 
' bf^rrd/iri aitd^'his reafon i5aVei:yfouiidonr;i ** for 
' Clife pfieft.tiajfs'hc) is God's pnieftpiioc theirs^'' his 
' office therefore maflt btto-cikliupo^GoJ, and m»^ 

' ' • Thus* far- haMeiwdvai ihat dber amhority bbtk of 

' Holy Scriptuf^ and:the Fftt^ers^/dntb not allow of 

^ out* praying to any other being> but to God ; suid 

if men would but ftudioufly readj and humbly 

-rfearch^theiacr^d^volumef ^sy m^I^ npt thim con- 

time fo mii€rably ign<htUit of t^ifc duty^ ^hey 

wo6ia as catily liifcovcr the truA of isWr poii'it^of 

[' dQffirine,.. as qt apy.othef. Ifhereih yirc'are pJpiilly 

< taught by the Spirit of God« thait Chrift ii| pur cmly 
mediit^lMid'j ttit«rceflbr with thc.Father, and that 

: >f >ul| ,|^t feek; <or, or depend upon- tin^ 6ch<fr. 

< J^rMy niimjfineib, {Ciit^ St. }of\h) we bdk;e 0t$ advc- 
caie ioitb ib^ Fatbir, Jefm Cki^tberigbteoui, mdUe 

; ii the ;prcpiHatmfdf tmrjins^ St. Paul alfo faith. 
J fbere ;> one God^ mi one Mediatt3r^,ktween God and 

flior^ itkir viewv are now fo diftretii, bnd their percepdon- of the 
' ' Dtvhie wifdom and goodnjeft in all things A Wttfr, that it k impoffi- 
^ bfe they can experience any uneafineft from whatever fitoacaon^ fSbej 
" maybe |>ermitted to attend ; hot, after all, it'nmwtpniahh^ that 
the {g:lorio<i8 .nature of thdr Exalted ^ate^ places itheni ibovc a 
poflihilityddFieniering into the narrow intcrcltt of this anm|i t cd 
'^w0rU. 



man, even, the Mmflbr^Jefys*. , T^ vl^ich the tcftn- 
monf qf.Chrift hi^nfelf agreeti^ s ju^ afiufjesu^r 
No, nufff ^m^h't^ tk^^ Fa^efxbut mdy^ hj Hin^, wba^ Ur 
the way, tb^ truibx and the, Hft^^ ^if^ ^%^\^%, thotr* 
He is the only doinriy njubich we t^ammf^ ipfqjbe kptg^r 
d^qfbAav^i Ibecnufe God. is plea^ra in no Qthef2< 
t>u t him. And it is /go* fhxsi re^o%| * jth^ Ch r i ft fbr 
earneflly^ and affe(5lionacely cziUth ;>^t\^:iffifreaMbi ust 
to eop^ unto bim^ in tj>^fe inp^jgracious ;wor^^ 
Cme unto me ailyf that labour mdjutM bi^vylai^^'andf 
I wilt refrejh you. While our Lord (o plainly ^tn^^ 
ipviogly ihewethf the neccifity of ^r cpimng uoju^ 
himi, would it iipt \^ she height, pf folly ^nd V^, 
gvatitu^e xx^ def^^y^fxa^ and bfuild: bqpc in aiiy ^f^ 
help ? Such . a ^onditc^ is what Qp4 fo gr^JK 
cpcnplained pf by Jii§ pjopt^ Jeremiah \ Mjpsflj^^ 
{f^^th ]^e) have hmnitfed txvo great offj^ces^ they bavf 
forjahen me^ ibefpu^amoftjffwftfen.of^^^ 
^Ujf^ i^ tbemfel%ies^ brekm ^pits i^tb^d no ^ofer^ 
lASoi^Id not a. inm; be n>pl| j«(|ly (^e^jiedr im 
who ihpu^ go fprx water to a (hal^qiy t)rpo w|^m 
hit, could, fs <a(iiy >get it;at:tl?jf; fountain h<?adit 
]^cn fo, may; l>isj5»^Jb? as, J^iyly. fpfpc^c<}.,,,}^ 
\i\& wijdom, who will apply ui^Cq \t))e fpir^tft^pf 
faints, , or tp. any otjier cTcature\vferJ>clp wt^i^ 
bis wapts, w^fin fee «f»y Jt>f>WljV ?n^^ 
nay ia obedience^to ^^Q&xi^o^xctmfna^t d^cl^re.liis 
griefs, and dircj^t; bU pr^yfr^ to, t}>e J^r4 Qpq 
ItitDifdf, ^If Gq4oi(^aS|Uhwniing tp.bea^prpached 
^y us 4n^r PffSLyierji^ or that it w;|$ .^^ngerous fpf 
us to atteinpi; it^ \?h€» migl|^ ;We ;h?.v£ fpipc x^^ 
fpn for wi|thdi^ing our fervi/ce tp^im> aftd lop)^ 
iqg to fome p^er fo^ hefriepd jii^f* JGftt| we.juEf 
aiTured by lyis pwn paoft holy i^prd^ that t^Lord 
^jJligb to jalLjJfm tbat £all upon bim, in faifh and ja% 
tf^th ; and t^t^ the przyfr of the meek s^nd hvuDr 
hlc hath., always pleated /lim- And although aU 
axfJmars, ihail we not therefore pray to God ? pr 
ih^lLMfe 4^ips|ir to obtain af^y ;;;hing frpm ^is hands. 

" A a£ who 



who is mighty tHjine, eVen from^lf^'^ii^ mUbiUf 
If Aier6w«s-tiki&«/i^fof!tlte^^(!*^, ktA if def^ir 
^t ndt a moil^ daif)g^r6us fta^, ^ydi^bdi-Btdfe^ 
Maimer teach liiT to i^fotgiveiUffi ofdnf^ Ok, ifi «hefe 
vroids i AiidM:^ MS 66k m^Jih Oi. we Miebe 
finat thkt frmfJ' igt^ vs ? Gaii any b^ fi) #drk 
it to ftif>p^\h« faints ai)e V»^' >»h¥^ (eV^ was^ 
tfii^ the fhnttlleft grtMfiid for Aippoffn^th^ \&M^ 
t^- IMereft) tfiaii' Oi^/. Iffio' feift lili^ S»ri $M6^b»' 

i^ Lord n fidt bf'iifhpi^im diUt ii^erey) pub ii tn^,- 

Miir j^Mtkbtmfsi • sc. !^tn lihi^ah vm, tnai ^^ & 

n» h ^obh^s nSil^ tMt'UkU mn bik And h& 
filf^felf (^\im ^ thfs faftie 61^eriri^ fVixnOti hf 
flii niouth o^ht^ pfotAiet IfaiMl}.- n«. 7. t For dfiini 
iimSid have IfH^SkA. iB^e, m ^B''friSt iiUre^ tiMff 
T^bSsrtbee: hLd HtW tbrHh I m ii^ fei<'J¥i^ 




i^ prayiUg^t^ tfif^ Lbrd hil <Soal^ ^ ^ ^htrLi^ 
ita^SkA i\i ^)^'-W'19^, aHd m m&t\^ €m^ 
iim mi to vill mHghimr; iktftfiHh to V^imtHH i 
ilNtf'if fit iire^fi^ymmi, Ismd /<»!f«f, ^ff'i may ift^ 

»^e> fife 6i>r ' ffl«;- 'Kit' *«iihi^sr fi^iife' ft»^- 11^,' 
18^ tefi 1 }ii%ft)hi(^'!d a^n^H =06^ dim tfrHc^ 
Wl^R «y Jjfc^r? Aij A MWf-t6^'feriii)le?i)f#H8 
kihd, we JisVe ^6n th^ itieftihiaBIeCfiiaRliciaoKd 
a«!4iaHd"df ¥if ^ilffihile KfeAkt^n-' Ahd iKf" fif iH 




iMv iHunrtKe ttf » eiHitngtis foiwwsf. -"»jo we not 

9i4>&kiii-^bh amidt ^{h-Hdmitti'fticei oiiltftitRet 
rfm^ themSinh of ftJm'e faVdrAl^hoMcmah; «f 
IfHcf^d; tb ihti^tice Hih^ io ttlH aiiiiii'ke^rtld^ 
Bvii«gh;6r <?h'tiii'-«it?Sfls, % dfdet t!\kf«S^ W» 
.«btaii^1fl^rttit dtgy'i'Ifh fpf-Varfd Wl:i)e>fSUH§& 
• • • *' I * ^'^ , ■ it. 
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it, in the article of our addrelTes to the fovcreign 
Lord of heaven and earth. The very bcft are un- 
worthy to approach hini in their own perfons, or 
to exped any favor for their own fakes. We muft 
therefore have recourfe to our ali-fufficient Ad- 
vocate to plead our caufe. But this is a part of the 
fubjedl that will require fome length of explanation^ 
the conclufion of it is therefore refer ved for the 
next difcourfe. For the prefent, let ui lift up our 
hearts to the throne of truth and mercy^ that God 
will gracioufly hear the prayers, and receive the 
fervic66 we at any time fhall make to him, in pure 
hunHlity of fpirit; and that through the merits and 
powerful mediatipn of Jefus Chrift, who is our 
mighty Advocate, our prayers and praifes, and 
every bounden duty may become acceptable to the 
Father. To whom^ 8j:c. 
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DISCOURSE XXVI. 
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Jeremiah xxix.' i2j i2< 



ihenyballye caSupon'me, and ye JfutB go and pray unta, 
me, and I will hearken unto you ;, am ye Jhall jeek me^ 
and find me, when ye Jhall Jearch for me wkh all your 
hearts. 

I'^H E obf<^ry^tion pf one of the ancient Fathers 
. (St. Ambrofe) upon the point, with which 
tlie laft diicQurfe coQ^luded^ is worthy notice; In 
his comment, or xtm^rk^ uppn the firfi: chapter of 
thn RomaziSy hie fyfn^ " it is ufual to approach an 
earthly king; through . the jn^roduidtion of his ap* 
poin^ officf rs ef ftate, becaufe^ as a motfal, he can 
onLy be informed byjiich recpmniendation on what 
pf^rfons be mjiy propptlY beftow^the royal favor, or 
la whom he may fafely trufl: ^he mio^vgement of his 
affaii's/' But in our application to the King of kinjgs, 
vfhok^eifvethailfhings, it as muc^jmore need&l we 
^(hould.iiiave an advbca^te, who is mighty toenforce 
our very imperfeS pet^ms^zfiA^ tp obtain his favor for 
us. , Npw, that which ifir ^?(pedi:e^ mi-^ part, to 
reoder ms, fit objei^ji 9^;;^h a mediation, is a 
4cfvout and gic^y mjind. And when thrpugh the 
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great deficiency of our very bcft fupplicationsp wc 
are apt to defpond, and are deeply feniible we need 
fbme powerful friend to qualify and prefent them 
for us; \itLXJbA^:noi}lrQt^{^ i^ l^^ .c^^eit^ with 
that one glorious Mediator, who is at the right 
hand of God the Father, and wbo^ touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities j is an all-fufficient Advocate,^ 
ajid Hv^h fixr'&ver tp ' maUc intes&lfiDW ft^^ 
For as the blood of Chrift did redeem us on the 
crofs, and cleanfed us from our lin, even fo it is 
now able to fave ^^[^ t^hp^ ^^ come by it, unto 
God, through faith, in the power of his Son. For 
Chrift is afcended into heaven, and hath an ever- 
lading Priefthood,^ and ^always, pr^oth to his Fa« 
ther for them ' tftat^ are penrterit, having obtained, 
by virtue of his death, which is evermore precious 
in the figl;it of God* not only perfed remlflipn g^ 
our (fes, but ilftr'all 6thei* preparatory hleffihgjs we 
need in this lifet^ fp that this Angle Mcdi*t;0]f is 
afcne fufficient in* heaven and/ekrm ; and we w^ 
no inferior ailiftance to help us. Should any dhe 
enquire, by way oiFobjedion, why then do weora 
fcf ottc^attMhftritf'tWft life? tHif rtp!)^i9 pkm a 
fliort, betamfe We «rt expr^yii?M«M<IAt^{S )to i 
tadth by Chrift ktvihik i^ififi^e^,^^s }'^ wilFl^e ttt 
krge, in the vith chttptfer^St/Matthiew;^<h<f'Vtil{ 
of Sit. James's ^piftles thfe ivthvif ffk cpiRle'Co f!tk 
G^affikm^ liFid the Ift epiftl^^'WlitoettHf, ahd^^ 
diopter. -Fdt th€re% we- <iti^ the^raitfr ^t'H)^ 
h^^ ifi ChHft towards Go^,a9 aH^ ttfe rhutWl^arity 
Mdl^Oddl wilPw^ beftl^towbrdi^t^Wother, thtfmtVi 
Uel ifor the coMKtfon of oin^ hretl^(iA, km tlieft^ 
m»fcfc our huttible prtycrs iK^Gbd for their tHR^ 
fittt that wc 1h6t\A ptky tb any creature (fifliftdr 
angel) w« have nt) ^Omrtiaai* nor example in -all tht 
pipnttifs/^hsXH^t^ frfely 4b)teiir, in this t^ftcft; 
lAnd fite iM^te>v^^ ts 4m^ iAtiiMt lutfwrity iil<jod^ 
iwoi-dlfi «*tttif%, aste^e*»^f*&jkiitt*jru^ 
Tstfaifbif^ fttliAif^te^r Wmtdpmk H&<^^ 
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v^lfttt^viir^iii riot of ^h h ffh^ a!^d thc'f^6m€hh^i 

JkkB 'eeimh ify hedrkigi and ^em^<g ^ 4' ^^»^ ^ ^^- ' 

SKoifl^ arty oik advance tMis^flrtthef objeftidfli th»« • 

if i^aybe p*fefttmcd the fiirth }h "hiavett pratjf fi* 

«V, and fliat riwJr- jb*ayer ^i*6teeds frtAfc yiH<W/^ 

chSmihi ^e g<fod wilF tw^aiti* their brethlm 

irt We fliftij'tfe ihh ^ rilay ftcuitly anf*er;' 

firft, tha* W# mari can poffilrfy ifleifj foi» c^rtaifti' 

tK4t ihSy /& f*^ for usi arrid if atty «fte flSouId z^- ' 

titatpi to )>f^<^ it^ upori tk€ gj^dunfd that it mU/Tbc 

(Si Worn fhg nitoril ct>i!feq[ifc?w:e ofFdharity itfiflf, 

\i'Meh iffaredly exMlS in heiaVen ; And thfeqcd dtiH- 

oWdei tliilt b6caufe goddTouIs w^fie* exercifcd in" 

phyet itk riicii oh iiarilh, tRerfefbrd they will much 

redditfr do fli^ fasni in heiViri, it mirfit with ec(iKil 

fdalBh' he affiffned, that as ofceti a* we forroW on' 

ciilhi l^erinied' ipirits do-thc ftih^abovie; fince 

a Is ^cff ceriaihi' whili CRey ^re in this wotid, 

tiiif r^m^Onzdi fiit t*«f feff^nhg Bffcthren*. ' 

. A^ fbr tmtl&in^ iii tWi keV«itions, fliewih^ 

that tU ii^el offiwfid up tftfe I)i:iy«lr^ of ftincis upwr 

the golden altgr; jihould any o/t\^ bi^ld thii hbtion: 

nprfn' iSfei/ ' fbui^atfijhi ' the hiti Waning of that 

pifffagfe ^vill ttiQ'tlf htti6vt the'fefrbf} for here the 

iHgH- i^ torilidiei^ ai i.mhijterihgjpirii, reporting 

am tfte Lbtd ihi ptiy^ M iking faints, Iw-Kftife 

Wa'thfb, HW! ahs" tftMi afttrtds' titt aS ilWb/i« 

B«fi?«^«fedJ, Ana nbt' t)f "thfcrn tHgX ii*e detArttftf 

«dt «"=lhTjHife^fi)r »ia-e'fcyb*ild ht 'hdffeafoftfbf 

mSlt, feibthg ^He msis \}m ^r^ b<^)«<5ted ^eti in 

Ha'* A temmi, ttjhbwihfe thg^ ftce of thch-t^x 

im: ©lit let it b* ftS^fed thit tbc TpitiH oTdfe^ 

fftgfl'fatfitiiifeWfbr ill, ftrn rt iS< ittipoiriWeTbi- 
^ . Wfiy biiir, xmrn^tpimihlttfy Ibr IhdK y^h6 
Wn 6]Wh tlWra, dr getrtii^B^ Mm'nkn, fhrtA WidiJ- 
ith|iartial gooti-^'ill to WK 'R'th«jy' jfA^y 'f(^ j>«Wfi. 
itiA*^ ^flott^i'ifal^ts thjtt ^thty kfi&oir bht ^rityei-s^, 

* \ ' - • * ■ 
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3i^o fh€ fkmHiit tf4^f Church ^Enffndi: 

aiid htart's defirts^ y(hich ha^ already bee^ proved 
an irroTf both from fcripturc, and the authority of 
the ancient fathers of the church. From all that 
h^ been offered on this fubjeA, it is very clear 
that we are not juftifiable for placing confidence, 
in ai^y faints or martyrs : we mud not call upon 
theni in our prayers, or defire hefp itom creaiwres, 
however fandtified ; but let us continually lift up 
Our hearts to Godj in the name of his dear Son Jefus 
Chrift our Lordj fc^r whofe fzkc akne^ a& he has* 
promifcd to hear our prayers, fo will he nK>ft truly 
Keep his proipife. Prayer is our bounden duty, 
to God> but to attribute worihip to his faints^ mulVj 
if they are fenfible of our petitions, create reproach 
inftead uf favour from them ; and of the grofs iip^ 
propriety of all fuch homage we haVean example^ 
in the conduA of St. PauU whO| when upon the 
healing of the .lame man at Lyftra, the people 
would have profanely offered facrifice to him and: 
Barnabas, he Tiefu&df it with abhorrence, renting 
his clothes, and exhorting the people to the wor- 
^ip of the true God. ^ . * 
. And in the RcvchtionS| when St. John fell down, 
before t^e angel's feet to pay him worfhip, the an- 
gel r^^^ his adoration, and commanded him to 
w(fr^ip God alone. Now all thefe p^fTages do very 
^ainly (hew u$, th^t the faints anq angels in hea^ 
yen are;deeply fenfible no homagje whatever is due 
to /i^^w, but all the glofy^frsife^ ^si^ power ^ muft he 
afc^ibed to God Almighty only.} . he only is our 
fa.t|ier ;/ h^ onlyris omnipotent ; he only can hcljj 
us^ajil tim€s« and in all places;, he fufferethbif 
fun .to (bine, upon 'the good and bad; he feedetb 
the young ^avens^that cry. unto him; he favetH 
both nun and beaft ; He UrxUeth not that a hair of 
pur head fhould perifiii' that is, that the leaft 
ha^m Should befal thofe who love him, anc) truft 
upon His word, for he is always ready to help and 
to prefervc all thj^m thjit caUr jtpon him firirfifully ; 
S . and 




the Ij0nilie$rf4he CbkfcbtfM^knd. ^^5 

and accordingly he hath, proamfed^ kef^xre ^bfy^cM 

^IwiU an^efi (fticwing thereby, his -kitoivledge ^f 

ail thing^^ and whUe tkey Jpeak I v;iS h^^ iwbitih 

alone* giveth hope and fandltonitD.bur.^prajreps: 

' ulierefore, mj^. brethren, let us never niKlffl»J[l^GodlS 

i^goodnefsr let. us not iear to appr<mcK the thtboc 

/ofhrs mercy ; let us not fooliibly and {iro^neljdMik 

lbr:help from any tkc moll glorious^ of thd/aiints 

^iibovc; but let us -confte /boldly 'duideives^rodtbi; 

dotibting but. that God* fbnChrift.'8i&ke^ thfr^i 

'Of his lovici will bsarvM Without ahy[oth6r ixi&erpaf- 

:for» and fulfii our wilfaes as' to.airiuch tbingsias 

znf iitiiA . slgreeablc tp*: his holy iviit Thiv iafDik 

jentiment of >that p^us Father (.Ghryibftom):p«^ 

*^this tnuKt we j[ted&ftly belieifclnotbecaufcof^^fiaiih 

it, bat becaiife it; is thc.idodtri|i^ of oui BkAi^ 

IjnJi faimfelf, wh6 hath ptoDMCcd fihfit i£ wer 4^1 

upon the* Father in his namei ive Ifa^lcert^iidfi^e 

heard, bodi )as to our tefnporal wams^ ,ai]d.a}ia.fer 

the faivatioa of lour fouls, which hetliatii pisfchaftd 

/for or; ndt with gold 49r filver* bufc wkhjobepriee 

: o£ bis^jnoft precious* bioodi .ftiedffiiifle<fer ^lU upbti 

tht cro&j. far:alhwhd<truft iii<^ifani;aiid.kedp'{iis 

-laws; far thif uvthi^ proof be: re4uiija&?himlelifa>f 

itheitie^ft bve^wc bear until htinu. t. ' r 






I J 



t I » 4 • 



*■ P n. * 



!!• 



..: .i 



I , 



i . 



• !* 1 
f >• 



* • 



I J \ 



t » 



THIRD PART. 



* You have now b?en (hewn unW whom ye ought 
to dire(5t your' prayers on every occafion, viz. to 
the Great Eternal God of Heaven, and not to faints 
or angels ; he, on account of his infinite mercy, is 
always ready to hear us when wc call upon him, 

with 




J99i^ )i^tmtk i^thfuliipaiitt ' aid a$ bt is.«n' aU- 

.1>ning {a^tafs/ vliliafiestt^cr we Strait 'him tof|ie(!c»ir 
tfpoAiqs; :<It ciias:«been iheym ysni^likiswire^ tint, to 
:duui&t' of Ih isr ponder ivould afford a plain proof of 
^OQT iWam:ofi/Wip>;or beingunbdicvevs^ and thai we 
JiAsikAutAiy>^ky^^^^^ cf xhe Hcdjr gqpam^ 

^x»h^th^6eachc6h i}hat/)ae!isufff svtf//:!and i^rih:.!^- 
}.^fbd(3:>tD<hisrgcod>wilhcaivards.iUs> ^ctihave tjic'tmR 
xmpKds tediB^dny^afri^ri{>iu>e;, (that.fae sviilikdp 
-'ti^:taiid aIfb,ideKvc!r.ufi;iif wc call Upon^iiii id the 
.licf!|e.of tcailhle; •fo-'that ifop both khcS: ratfofts-it 
.**6tlioveth usifa^prclfent^0ur<^pr»ydisitxihimy m prc- 
ribrence:ofi«rff jo'therisbeir^/; ajc^. ixlicafeanyrihould 
iihihtonnccotitmofttkQiCnhfcihsjdmXsjof his belog^a 
ijbn^l tfaepe i9 diisjeiicbuTagcinent Ikld out tOv!rucb> 
llby thrfd iwxuriis fafitfa&p|Qi{^ctd3brTi^^ innbe ie.viith 
' J^l^fdm; i ^Sor I HUhpnti /x gracwui, l md^ m^hfui;. yea [bis 
'\4k^^^*iBdi^(fDikifr kodurfd^ifor^esjen xjGan sw^ for. a 
L nkofotnc Jouibt^rfcbiit he )vha>fenlDh&s omn Soil into 
*: Ifh)s|u96rldi(y^22^ Qiinefs>iQr tlljQpti jaUbiiM0r;fiaiKiis> 
f itkpt is^ pQsiox&iiiBdlwd^h ' a>oiducijpemuqntl dioaf t;i aod 
< livql^i^ith^ (hey pmy bsict) brhir ? Iforitiisialaioildlhre 
'i<asidiCoiiifQctsib[ieJtruih;crhsc| ^^^e^conf&fs- (mrlfm^ae!^ 
forfake our cv\iTn6\jr£a^ iGmI m JUtJtfil^^^ 
forgive us our Jjfis, and to cleanfe us from aUunrigbie- 
Qufnejs^ as we arc plainly taught by the examples of 
David> Petc r> M , a |ry^ M^^^ S^^* ^^ hunable publi- 
can, and many others. It hath alfo been further 
declared to you, that as from our own great un- 
-worthincfs to approach the throne of grace, we 
need the aid of ^riQ4nediaUinhVBilerce/f&r^ we Ihould 
content ourfelves with him who is the true and only 
• fnq^\%tpr ^Api.)i\^.l!^c^ [IPe^qacnt, .the. Lord -and 
uSaYiQr^J^f^^^^(^n4l,i /qr-^as ,St. Jfjo'^p Jjaith, ,^ agy 

.itbe.'iiigkefii^^^jfljfei isfke$KQpimtmfQr\Hrftns: and 

^.$it.iIifvUllffi;in4i^ ^rit^ifHetoT^ 
jT^at there is om God^ and one mediator Between Ccd 

^ and 



cSsti ikdhi^ *u»n ^9:^'iiliM^tl^fi}j6f^\^y^ 

*ttSav\m btVifg i^^tmtH dfebUihcd, the 'next 
|)Mtft:(tic!F '^% tfi^efiii.mcSliiikerrary f6r oyr inh 
^Iftf ti<ftiiWt ^rf ieBft Jftib}**^ fe, ,t6\}!)C irtformeiJ ^vi- 
^\^fkik^A\it'^ttii^c^^^ which yiour 

^-^rtiy^fi ffioukT'jS^^ ht bffeped uptQ God; ' .N<w 
mjfcff^'ftfe ^liftJ^^it'Wry «fuch''ccMjcenis ui' nM^ 
^WR6H#y*i^ wi pr^r WTepnfldbr well, anddilmcsnd^, 
^%Rh '^fftlVes^'tdttt^^^/ tttq^ iorxjiihmvift Slppl^ 
^ditcOiJfc'^Aliiitgliiy iGod t» hear uifey left if :«?c:«Bc 
•l^li tMngs ^9 We t3iughciibrtb^/{^^j cmr^^^^ 
^ihofiM <iibfc bd gra«tfed, T^he improprittty.vaf .all 
/zr^ifr prayers may be illdftrkt^ by the iCoadiJiftjbf 
''?«fc ftVoftals/'' wftett' chey>aj>ply To:fHeir:ftt'per4ors 
'^fef ;thln§sf thiat -ttn^ propcr-to ^bc' beftb^cA opifi 
-thfeni.-'- ^ei'feitfetthi0}cartiplei6f<4his m the folio W- 
-ftig it6Tf'. It is\roM >0f \a cdJt^ifi'king (Agefdaiis;), 
-*ad 'a iVery- earrv^t <i\|ieor rto hj^^fbr a ftmon;\)\ti 
^^hStri'tfieilaurei^ dtefiPfy^ prpflbd *is fovcreign.to 
i^*<t-hkT>^^Wt"tlc' warited, ok Jbeing denied :his 
-Mifi 4ieAre^tu<r^^ to^ penjiifild* ilh^^I^g, > thac^jieacds 
4elMk$bra^d in his I'eqoeft b^^iah abfolute .^mi^ 
iftfiirfifiita. To^isthe king nepU^d,,, **: In .truths 4f 
^wftit^ift*mi(kett were a |>«^ifr tdtjaeft* ch«n Idiri 
^'tHAy fi^mije ; 'biJt-ai^k'i&-J«?i«fJte^/rL:dhW>/5^ bat 

ctWUthfg.fo 4irge cbc Ici^g 'ftllL ttt^ttyy^tnt eiveri fb 
•fki 2^ -tos iffcift, tliafi it-'^as^iftcuttibent on a ii>f ito 
^idb 4W^at fte "had^Wa^ ireafon to ^ be^^j^pedcd frortn 
^*liito>lhbijgh he told barely \figmfled his aflent byxt 
^n<kl-«f his heid-e-ii-sil^ *this the king iivade anfwcr, 
that iif -would be a» Uiibteoming in a king to grant 
^'•Sh TM(/f^/>i?r petiftion, as<it Vtas in a fubjedl to pro- 
*itrme to w^^^ 6n^, ahd with this* repreofdifmi fled 
* hii^ Lmreafe'nable Tui tor. 

Now4f fuch great caution is neccflary when we 
addrefs an earthly king, how much more careful 
Aould wc be when we fall dpwn*bcfore the King of 

Heaven, 
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itejiirenp who c^aonty Mkc dsUg^ m M^h^t i^ j^/ 
land righi»» aiid^good i^.iiorcan ppifib|jrlift?|i.ft^ any 
vvain, impfc-QpciI, .^ unpra6taih|e pi^ritibn^/:. Foj 
ttefe^good j^fons thcrcfor^j it wijl oe^highiy D?cc(- 
-faury for us thoroughly, to ex^iriiQe fo^ r^folyc WAthih 
icmrfdvGS> wh^ things \vc ntoy J^fflf^iSfk^ Cfp^, 
vndtboiu: danger of jKDial or offemej as jikw^i^ 
,iviiaC:rort of perfons wc are^bpMO^^tOrCoi^^efid.fP 
^klst |>rDtc(^oa ihourdbtly pmy^i^r., TT^cf^vafc JP»o 
-pbints which fiioiild prjnciptUyybers^t^^ ^fjlin 
:;tiie petitim^ pf every good />rui:ho}}{per/on:. his 
;jown .r«/.w^nc^j'and tbc.|/(W!y fp* ^migt^ty Go^* 
• Ourwantau againj relate eith^j: putwai:d(y * to fhe 
body^i or inwardly to {hefortU ' : . -im ,, 

Now the. latter part of imanjibi^ngi mu^Ji ..n^pre 

precious thto th9<K)rmer» we ihould iBrft implpi^e 

God's goodnef^ to gralit us 41 fucfo things as parti- 

,cularly concern! cwr'W<rAjtfp(fi#^rtft as>epe9i;- 

..trtcc, faith, charity^ and a.po>fieir;of adi^g^yirtU' 

ouflyi rcmiffioli :pi pardon -of. fin, . papicnc^; in 

titnie oi trouble, iowlinef^. inuproip^rity* -and all 

itich other fruits^^pf , th<t rpiric aa tend fa. .M9ri> the 

chriftian .U& i r£uch. as lovei hope, joyj,- j^ace, 

ilopg fuflfcringi flflf)tl^ry:fsi gopdnefs, imeekhfiUi and 

fiempenOicp^.ialXwhidb things; Qod dpth pp^itivcly 

..rej^uii^ of tfaeln,AWho prpfeTs to bejiischil^ficiif 

which he confiitbs* * by^ his commandments in the 

vth of St. Matthew,; ^/j^//(ffA^>>^^ 

/fen liflf moffoc ymr g^od t^&rksg m4 gio^Jt(fHr^ Ffl^ 

' tier tube is m Ifyl^^m. Agfid^ Suk\firft tie kkfgdm 

ef God^ mdbis rigiteetifntfs, md fill ether tUngs foeH 

,h given unte^youi by which pc^epts God i^i^fu&s 

us, that our firft and principal care fhould be for 

the things that beloiig to the health and (alvation 

of our /ohIs; and for thi$ reafon, that they are tu 

laft for ever $ for iere, as faith the Apoftle, we iave 

no eentirming city^ tut do look for another in tie world to 

come. 

Now 
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3^ I&mHks of Bi Church of&iglm^ jfijp 

. ?|pW' when; we have, properly prayed foi: whatr 
Will profit pur immortal part) we may then with af 
Ikfe'confci^oce proceed to a(k fuch. things as arer 
expedient for; pur. fo^/y welfare ; fucii z,%fovdy rtn'^ 
mmh iikealtb, deliycr^xiQc from troubles^ profperitj^ 
in dur:darly affairs, and whatever the nature cHFrour 
pa^rticular ftatipr^ requires, qualifying all our peti-*- 
tions with an hw'mblefubmiffion/tOjGod's will ; and 
€Q|icerning thqfei itris impoffible we can follow a* 
better example, thanihat'of Chrift himfelf, whd 
taugh^rhi^ diftipl0$ and all othflrchriftiansiito pray 
frji foi: heayenjy thjngs, and. afterwards for what 
Gongerns t,he'World,.,as -is^plaiiily ftiewh' in, thd 
p^^ayer he kft his qhurch a« a..patterny and which 
W€:Qppw)only,callrth^ Loxd's Prayer. . ' 1 

. And as to the propriety and ivifdomof thiscon- 
dp^Stj.w^^.'are ^tmndantlyaflured of it in the j ft 
jl^pok pf IQings afxd iiid :chapfcer, where we read 
thjat Grod appeared iy anight iff a dream to king Solomon, 
{2^y\n^;f^fjk ^at^J J^U gi^^^^^ anid, Solomon in 

ail; hyfnble addrffij;<^ .th^e Alxriighty, requefted an 
H^9^fi^4in£\ bearjy Jo judge the 'peopte that he might 
^yc^ii-)beiween good and J^^ ; what was holy, and 
vbfl: W4^: Im,righte6us . in the fight of the; Lord* 
And .W€^ T€^d'th2itrthe fpeecb ple^d '/he Lord, th^t 
Soifimn bad ajked this thij$g ; imd God Jaid unto bim^ 
bepanfe/^thmbaji aJked thi^ thing, and baft not requefted 
fyK J^Jl/i?^ l.Q^ (ife^ Mr TMhes, nor jb^ deftruSlion of 
shine enemies, but has ajkedfof tbyjelf underftanding to 
d^ern judgment I behold J bave^ done according unto thy 
^ord ; I9, I have given thee a fcvife and underftanding 
heart, Jp that there was none like tbce. before thee, nei-- 
tber after fhee fhall arife the like unto ihee^ And I have 
ajfo giv^n thee that wbichtbou baft not afked, both riches 
and honors Jo that there fhall not be any afnmgtbe kings like 
unto thee all thy days. ; Now this example is cer^- 
tainly defer Ying our moft ferious obfervatiPn, that 
when Solomon had his .choice tp aik of God what- 
ever he defii;>ed, he was far from alking vain and 
Vol, L B b uncer- 
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nncert&iit thingsi b^t: the high and heavenly rreav 
furcs of wifdom and holiftefs ; by i;<rhiGh he ob- 
tained likewife, by way of recompence, the addi>^ 
tional gifts of riches and honor. And hei^eby we 
are clearly taught; that wc (houlid chiefly Miploy 
our praycFS in what concerns the kingdom^ of Hea;* 
ven, and the fWlvation of our fouisj nothing doubt- 
ing, but according to bur Savior'iS promiiesy alT 
other needful xhmg^ (half be given; unto us^ ai^^ we 
fee was the cafe with Sotdmom 

Sccondty, wc muft fee careful that wc do not for- 
get the \end of zi\ our prayew, viz. the glory of 
God, which h fd highly neceflkty for us to have 
at: hearty and to remetnbeir when^ we pfay, f^hat urb- 
Icfs we are governed by thi^^principfe, we tnvtfk not ^ 
€Xpe<5t his notice, or to receive what we -pray for. 
We have a proof of thii grefat error, in the cafe of 
the mother of the fons'of Zebedee, who came untO" 
Jefus worihipping hinii and faying, GrMf thai m^ 
pvoojms fHsFffu in thy kingdi/m^ tie (m& on thy H^t bmni 
and the other on thy lefii by which prayer of vaniry, 
it is evident, Ihc did not rcgatd the glory of God 
fo much as the a»^bitioi» and vain glory' of her owft 
mind, and accordingly received a jufl- denial frortk 
the Lord himfe-HV The cafe of SimOtf Magus is 
fomething iimllar, who perceivittg that By the ce- 
remony of laying on of the Apoftles hands up>oi» 
the converts, the gift of th^ Hofy Ghoft was com- 
municated unto them ; profanely offered money ta 
them, faying, Givi me alfo this po^eTy that on wbom^ 
foever I lay my bands he may receive the Holy Gbq^, or 
,bc endued with like gifts. Now in this requeft, it 
is equally clear, that he did not feek the honor 
and glory of God,, by-works of fighteoufnefe,. 
which his Holy Spirit was given to produce, bur 
merely his own ptroate gam^ thinking to get great 
ftore of money by this powe^ ; and therefore it was= 
juftly faad to him, Thy money perifl) with tbeeybecaufe 
thou thinkefithat the gift of God can be oiMined by mo^ 

nen^. 
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mey. By thefe arwl the like examples^ we arc in*, 
ftruded to underftand^ that when wc make our 
prayers to God, we muft chiefly ftudy the honor 
and glory of his moft holy Name. Nay it is a 
jtruth of fuch weighty moirpent, that wc have this 
general precept given us by St. Paul concerning 
it, . Whether ye eat or drink^ or wbatfoever ye do, let all 
ie done to the glory of God. But above every other 
•example on this head, we ftiould acver lofe light 
of that tranfmitted to us by our Savior Chrift, 
who praying that the bitter cup of death, if poffi- 
ble, might pafs from him, neveithdcfs required 
not his own will to be firiBlIed, but Cuhmitted the 
whole matter to the good will of his Ticavenly Fa- 
ther. Thus much may fuffice /or y^ur infofmatiqfi 
<:oncerningthe things we may fafely and ear^QcfUy alk 
of God. 

We come now to confider the kinA oi perfons , for 
^hom we are in confcience bound to pray. !f we 
confuit the eipiftle of St. Paul to Timothy, we Ihall 
find him exhorting to make prayers andfyf^ti^^ionfor 
Ml men, excepting none, of what ftate or degree 
whatfoever. And in the fame place, he maketh 
particular mention of kings und rulers, whereby he 
.giveth JUS to underftaad, hovy greatly it coacerneth 
^he welfare of the copnmonwealth or ftate, in which 
'^c live, to pray diligently fot the higher pmers. 
And jtie likewife difcovers excellent reafpns in his 
pracSkke of {o often defi ring the prayers of God's 
people for himfelf as by this he declareth to the 
world, jhow proper and ufeful it is to caH daily 
upon GacJ for his blefling on the minifters erf his 
holy word and facraments, that they may have the 
door of utterance opened to them, fo as truly to 
underftand the fcriptures, and efFedhiafly preach 
the fame unto the people, ^nd bring forth the 
good fruits thereof for general cxan^ple. In this 
xnanner did the congregation continually pfay for 
St. Peter at Jerjafalem, and for St. Paul among the 

' B b 2 Gentiles, 
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Gentries, to thc"^ great incrcafe and forwarding qf 
Chrift's gofpel; and if we ftudy to do the fame^ 
in imitation of their good exariiple, there can be 
no manner of doubt, but that it will effentially help 
our advancenient in the divine favor, and all chrif- 
fian graces. 

It would take up top much time to dwell upon 
the ftveral ranks and degrees of perfons, who may 
be remembered by us in our prayers, and therefore 
they muft be included irt this general defcription. 
All whom we are bounds by God's exprefs cpm- 
mandi to love^ for them there can be no doubt but 
we are equally bound in confcience to fray. Now 
we arc enjoined, by pofitive precept, to love all 
jhen as ourfelves ; confequently we are obliged to 
pray for all men as for ourfelves, although we 
know them to be our bittereft enemies ; for this 
IS the plain doftrine of Chrift's own gofpel. Love 
your enemies ; blefs them that curfe you ; do godd to them 
that hate you \ fray for them that ferfecute you, that yt 
may be the children of your Father 'who is in hea'ven. 
And as he taught his difcipl^s. To did he pradlice in 
his own perfon 5 he prayed for his enemies upon 
the crofs, and defired his Father to forgive them, for 
they knew not what they did. And in the holy fteps 
of his blefled Maifter, did the meek and faithful 
martyr St. Stephen follow, who prayed for his 
murderers when he was cruelly ftoned to death by 
the ftubborn and faithlefs Jews. Herein have we 
examples of a true chriftian fpirit, to all who defire 
unfeignedly to follow their Lord and Mafter Chrift, 
in this miferable and mortal life. 
' The next article that prefents itfelf for our con- 
fideration upon this important fubjeft, is whether 
we ought to pray for them who are departed out of 
the world. Now, if we abide by the word of 
God, which is the only infallible rule to direct 
our chriftian courfe, we muft plainly confefs, that 
ive have no exprefs command to do fo. The fcrip- 

ture 
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ture maketh mention but of two places after this 
life, the one prepared for the eledt, and blelTed of 
God ; the other for reprobates, that is, irref laimT 
able^^nd condennned fpirits. The certain truth of this 
may be inferred by the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus. One of the ancient fathers (St. Auguf- 
tin) thus explains the parable : The fpeech of 
Abraham to the rich man, in the gofpel of St. 
Luke, Avherein he fhews him the juft cannot go 
into the place where the wricked a^e tormented^ 
is thus to be underftood, that the righteous, in 
confequence of God's juft fentence, which cannot 
be undone, can Ihew no ad: of mercy toward^ 
them who, this life ended, are caft into the prifon 
of the bottomlefs pit. Now this opinion deflroys 
at once the erroneous notion of benefiting the dead 
• by praying for them, and likewife difcountenances 
another error, and favorite tenet of the Church of 
Rome, the dodtrinc of a ftate of purgaiory, or 
place where fouls are further cleanfed, in order to 
be finally prepared for heaven ; and this they 
ground upon this expreflion in the gofpd. Thou 
Jhalt not depart hen^e till thou hafi p^id the utterntofi 
farthing. But St. Auguftin faith, that thefe men' 
'who are caft into prifon after this life, for that very 
redfon can in no refpedt be remedied, however 
anxious our defire to help them ; and why ? be- 
caufc the fentence of the Almighty is unalterable. 
Let us therefore caft afidc fuch vain imaginations, 
nor entertain fuch groundlefs notions, that wx can 
profit othersy or they us^ by ^ny the moft earneft 
charitable prayers, when oiice our fpirits have paf- 
.fed into eternity; for as the preacher fays, Ecclef. 
ii. 3. Where the tree falls y whether it be towards the 
Jouth or north ; in the place where the tree falleth there 
it fhall liei by which he means to intimate,, that 
every mortal creature dieth either in a ftate of cer- 
tain reft, or condemnation ; and indeed the words 
of St. John declare the very fame truth. He that 
kelievetb on the Son of God hath eternal life, but he that be^ 
^ lievetk 
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lieveib not on the Son of God JhaU never fee life^ tut 
the wrath of God abideth on him : as much as to fay, 
he thjgit dieth in the Lord, in the true chriftian 
faiths aqd confequentjy in the fincere endeavour to 
prpve himfeif faithful and obedient, he (hall ex- 

Eerie;nce ^sternal redemption through Jefus Chrift ; 
ut he M/hofe evil life condemns his faith, his end- 
lefs portion IhaU be with unbelievers, with them 
>v'ho wilfully defpife and break the Lord's com- 
mandments. Where then fhall we look in fcrip,- 
Jure for any fanftion of this third place, after death, 
iivhich is called a purgatory, or place of further 
cleaning? Or in what mariner poflible, can we 
fuppofe our prayers will benefit the dead ? St^ 
Auguftin, as hath been fliewn, fpeaks only of two 
places after this life, Hea^ven^ndi Hell; as for the 
other, he politively denies that any fuch can be dif- 
covered in fcripture revelation. Sc Chryfoftom 
(another ancient father) maintains the like opinion, 
that unlefs our fins are pardoned during our trial 
in this world, we certainly {hall find no place of 
comfort in the next. And St. Cyprian confirms 
this intercfting truth, Hthat after death, forrow and 
repentance will yield no poflible advantage, how- 
lever fevere they may be ; for as the holy Icfipturc 
feftjfies, There is no repentance ia the grave y but wsep^ 
i^gy 4.n4 wailing y and gtiajbing of teeth await the un-r 
godly, which yet wHl never avail to help them; 
and therefore he exhorteth all men to take care oi 
' their fouls, during their day of grace, or trial, be- 
icaufe when once they are commanded hence, therie 
remains nd further place for penitence, or for fatis- 
fadtion. 

Let thefe awful accounts oT this matter prevent 
us from encouraging any fuch idle and dangerous 
ierrors as have been mentioned ; but let us abide by 
the found voice of Holy Writ, which uniformly 
^flures us, that when the foul or fpirit of man de- 
parteth from his body, it goeth immediately to 
happinefs or mifcry j and that as in the jfr/? cafe it 

recjuires 
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teqtiircs no prayers, fo in the other, it is fenteAcfdt 
paft redemption.' 

The only purgatory, or purifying, Whereby wd 
have any hope of being cleanfed from the iithcr^nt 
malady of iin, is through the death and blood of 
Jcfus Chrift our Lord; which if u^e apply ^ to our 
diforders, v^ith a true and fledfaft faith in its aU 
mighty influence to heal us, it uill as furely'clea?nft 
OS from all deadly power i and punilbment of oar 
fins, as if he were now nailed to the crofs before 
the eyes.ofievery finner* iThe bldod tfChriftt faith 
St. John, bath cleanfed us from all fin i ^he.blot)d df 
C£r^, faith St: Piaul,' bath pureed out cdnfcience from 
dtad works ^ to/erve the living God. Obfef Vc^ ^ tbj&rvk 
the living God; that is, the death of Chrift hatk 
obtained for us a capacity to become holy, to bring 
forth ^^ewrfy inftead of dead works : And ill another 
place, thei fame apoftle lays, ff^e are JanSiified or 
made. holy, iff the offer kg up 6f the body of J ejus Chrifi 
vnce for all ; and he addetb^ in llill ftronger Un-^ 
gn^e, fFith one obldtion if' his precious body and blood 
be hath made perfe^ for etMr and et^er them that ar^ 
JaHSlified^ them who, by the working of his grace, 
^c prepared in this ftate of trial, for Jinal fanftifica- 
tioti'. This life then is^ th4 only purgatory whcreiit 
all teal chciftians place their truft of being fitted 
forbetter^ things to comt; nothing doubting, but 
if they trufy repent them of their fins, and die in a 
true faith, in a faith made perfcd: by fihceriHy of 
love towards God> that they then (hall immediate- 
ly pafs from death to life: but if they obtain no 
improven>ent by the purgatory or trial of this world, 
(in fcripture en>inently called the feed time, the 
feafon in which the grace of Chrift is fown, t6 raife 
and'perfeA members for his church above); if 
they have no ways proiSted by Chrift's atonement 
here, they muft dcfpair to be relieved by any mortal 
prayers, though they ihould be offered to the end 
of time. He who cannot be faved by faith in 
Chrift's blood s he whom it has not yet prevent- 
a ed 
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ed from,,pcrftycritig in his .wicked courfoi: and 
who ftill remains infenfible of its' precious vak^i 
hpw t^n he ^cxpeci. to foe .delivered hereafter Hby 
man's i^tjterceteon^^ :H^th God more refpei?^' to/^ | 
dt{/l and ajbts. than.jto^ the Sonitf\kis love in Heavoi? | 
IfcnymdnJ^, faith. Sty Johrt, iefe have ,im adtiacaSi 
mth God jy. Father^ Ji^Jks, Gbrift the ttg^kietmi^ani 
be- is thfi prdpitiafiitkfir oi{rJin3,: hut we m&ft be very 
cautious to call uppn this advocate while ^ have 
time ai^ opportunity adK^rdtdus^ Jeft when we ait 
once d^i.our hop6 be cut off for ever ; fear as every 
pn^.flecpeth with 'his .ow^* cawft?/ with his fins' wjfe- 
pentance in himfelf, fo Aaill every one rife l^n 
to judgment;: tp aftfwer. or ta he acquittjcd accord-j 
ingty; for ia wteurevei:! . cpAdijtion ; hcf dfparteth 
hence, in the fame ftall he bejudgcd^.whetncr it'be 
to life, pr piaiiilhrrtcint; A ftexnat *. l Wc . h^ve tterc*- 
fore^ more inipoftftjnit.obgedB/jto^atieiid upon than 
to w^lie; tirt^e in prayers ((or tbeiirt wfaoffe kji. accounts 
arefealedi; M\t ^$ftlpn#ly/fin^ ^conftintly^ let us pray 
for .thpfe whQfS, fej^ipiiare^ ptcf^pisky^arrant us to 
•pray for^. viz.. for kij>gs ajTtd rulers, for the miniftera 
pi GpdV.WfQir^ af)4i^Qrdments^i! for the faints cftids 
life, that, i»^ tr.ue,,qhf^}^ni'^ in ihoilfe, ;&'r'.all :man^ 
)cii\d,: however ,eoeulies $q God amtrttiaiiv^whethcr 
jews, Tprks,.In6<telsi-?(^d:.H^retkk!ii^ 
we: truly f^ifii God's. Jfi\v iuitjiisci^lpcjfti. atidi^iiw 
iy ffliew qurfclve^i to b.e'ti^ue <:hildrcn /of our.ihek- i 
veniy Father, who maketh Mi Jm tih. finne vn tbi | 
good^ and . the \had^ am his\ rain < to falt^ on . the juft and . 
^he uyuj). And for j which gracipus* mercy ^ and | 
hopeful trial,v as fe^, jiU ■ othi^r. hj^ ibenefits, moft 
.bountifully beftowed '>on all- martJilnd, let us. con- 
ririuajly give .him. .^11' bputiden thafnks,* through 
Jefus .Chrift our Lx)rd, and .praifer his glprious 
nanf\e fpr.ever and evjer. .Amen.. = •> 

• • Thie.fe are dreadful -refledlioris, as thoy relate to 'thofe who die 
in confequcRCe of extreroc intemperance^ \ti ads of murderous ft' 
fvense, in. Ital^its of implacaUe malice and rejetitmenit or who havc 

their nxhoh affeSiiom Jet on things on earths 
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